
OCS Financial Information and Policies 
 

Program Enrollment Deposit 
You are responsible for paying your OCS program deposit directly to your program. 
This amount will be deducted from your Whitman tuition during your semester of 
Off-Campus Study. Paying your enrollment deposit in a timely manner is important because this 
reserves your spot on the program. Programs may wait to send important visa and 
pre-arrival materials to you until after you have paid you deposit confirming your 
intent to enroll. You may not charge this fee to your Whitman Student Account. 
OCS program deposits are typically non-refundable. Please read your program's 
policy on refunds prior to paying your deposit. Whitman College does not 
reimburse for refundable deposits (ie. housing, etc.) 

Billing 
Payments - Each OCS partner sends student invoices directly to Whitman College. 
Once received, Whitman OCS pays the program directly for fees. Whitman then bills 
each student for Whitman tuition plus the program's actual room, board, and other 
required fees. 
 
Billing Timeline - Students studying off campus in the fall will usually receive their 
bills in mid-August with a due date at the end of September. Students studying off 
campus in the spring semester will usually receive their bills in late-December or 
early January with a due date at the end of January. 
 
Financial Aid - If you receive financial aid or a merit scholarship, it will automatically 
be credited to your student account, reducing the amount of the total bill. 
Additional Field Trips/Excursions and Course Fees: Whitman tuition does not 
pay for optional items like field trips, excursions, or special course fees that incur 
additional charges. You will need to pay these fees directly to your program. 
Invoice From Program: You should email offcampusstudies@whitman.edu 
immediately if you receive an invoice directly from your program. Standard charges 
are billed through Whitman for OCS tuition, room and board, but charges for items 
such as optional excursions are paid directly to the program by the student. 
 
Payment Plans - If your family currently uses the monthly payment plan offered by 
Whitman, you may ask the Student Accounts Office to adjust the amount of the 
payments to reflect the cost of the off-campus study program attended. Payments 
are not adjusted automatically. To adjust payments, you should contact the Student 
Accounts Office by calling (509) 527-5143 or emailing stuacct@whitman.edu. 
 
Unpaid Balance on Student Account - The College reserves the right to withdraw 
approval for off-campus study if a student has a significant outstanding balance on 
their student account. Your student account must be current prior to studying off 
campus. If you have a remaining account balance when your Whitman aid is 



credited to your student account for your OCS semester, the credit on your student 
account for your study abroad semester will be reduced by the amount that you 
owe. Students should email stuacct@whitman.edu. 
 
Financial Aid Calculations 
Financial Aid Services will recalculate your aid award based on your OCS program's Cost of 
Attendance (Billable + Non-Billable Expenses). 

Billable OCS expenses are those charged to you by Whitman. Your OCS Semester bill will 
include: 

o Whitman tuition (in lieu of program tuition) 
o Program room and board fees 
o Other required program fees such as international medical insurance. 
 
Non-billable expenses are estimated out-of-pocket costs that the student will pay for 
themselves. These estimates are taken into consideration when calculating financial aid, 
including: 
o Estimated roundtrip international airfare 
o Estimated personal expenses for books 
o Meals not covered by program fees 
o Local transportation, 
o Laundry 
o Estimated visa and/or residence permit fees. 
 
Housing Options - Some programs offer housing options that vary in price. Your 
OCS program budget includes the cost for your program's STANDARD HOUSING 
which is typically a double room. If you choose premium housing (such as a single 
room or a deluxe apartment building) that is more expensive than the amount on 
the Whitman budget sheet for your program, the additional cost of this housing will 
be charged on your student account after Whitman receives your OCS program's 
invoice. Any additional cost for housing beyond the standard housing fee on the 
budget sheet is not eligible for Whitman financial aid. 
 
Airfare Calculations - The estimate for international airfare for your OCS program 
is based on estimates from your OCS program and the cost of typical flights 
(purchased in a timely manner) to and from Seattle to your OCS destination. This 
OCS airfare estimate is used for financial aid calculations. It is not adjusted based 
on actual airfare purchased and will not be increased to cover travel home between 
semesters prior to OCS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expenses Not Covered By Financial Aid - Expenses of a personal nature that are 
not directly related to a student's educational expenses are not covered by financial 
aid. These typically include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
• Passport fees 
•Independent travel 
•Optional excursions 
•Entertainment 
•Vaccinations 
•Medical expenses 
•Expenses during OCS program breaks 
•Ancillary visa fees (such as criminal background check fees, express mailing 
fees, ID photos) 
•Clothing or gear needed for the program. 
 

We strongly recommend that students plan for and save up for these inevitable 
expenses during their semester away that are not covered by financial aid. 
 
Additional Scholarships 
• Program scholarships will not reduce the amount of your Whitman financial 
aid award except in rare cases when aid exceeds federal aid limits. 
• All Whitman students are highly encouraged to apply for aid directly from 
their OCS program, as awards range from $500-$7,000. 
• To apply for program aid, visit your program's website right away and click 
on Scholarships or Financial Aid for instructions. 
 

Refunds 
If a student withdraws from an off-campus studies program, any refund of tuition 
will be based on Whitman's standard refund schedule using the first day of classes 
on the off-campus studies program as day one for calculating the refund. Refunds 
of off-campus studies room and board fees will be based on the refund (if any) 
provided by the off-campus studies program itself. Program enrollment deposits 
are typically non-refundable. Withdrawal from such programs may also impact a 
student’s financial aid. Financial aid recipients should contact the Whitman Office of 
Financial Aid Services to determine the extent of that impact. 
Students are responsible for any non-refundable program fees (cancellation fees, 
etc.) 


