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The Artist Unleashed %3

Art major Erin Gauley '26, from Sunnysidqh__‘_ 1
Washington, works on an Intermediate

Painting project at the Fouts Center for

Visual Arts—where Whitties learn about the 4
fine arts and explore their creativity (see the
back cover for a student-led \I/ideo tour).
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Inside

How do you know your medication is the real thing? It’s a pressing
question in countries where pharmaceutical counterfeiting is common—
and a challenge health tech entrepreneur Ashifi Gogo 05 set out to solve.
Today his tech tools are helping people around the world access safer
medicines and better healthcare.

Meet young alumni who are plunging into the depths of marine science
and advocacy—including a scientific diver documenting the deep
through underwater photography, a doctoral student bridging Western
science and Indigenous knowledge in fisheries policy, and a chemist
researching how marine microbes impact carbon in the ocean.

It starts with a dream: to be a doctor, a veterinarian, a nurse, a dentist.
At Whitman, students like Marika Cartier 26 learn how to turn that
dream into a reality—through a combination of classroom learning,
internships, volunteer experiences, peer support and individual
advising—to achieve their healthcare career goals.

On March 2, 2025, Professor Emeritus of Mathematics and Statistics
Pat Keef collapsed while using his favorite rower at Baker Ferguson
Fitness Center, and three students stepped into lifesaving action. Now
they want everyone to be prepared to act in an emergency.
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Abbey Dias '20 started scuba diving
while she was a student at Whitman College. Today
she's a scientific diver and underwater photographer
introducing others to the ocean and amplifying the
importance of protecting threatened ecosystems.
Read more on page 20. (Photo courtesy of Abbey Dias.)

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Whitman College is located on the traditional Weyiiletpuu (Cayuse),
Imatalamtdma (Umatilla) and Waldulapam (Walla Walla) homelands.
We pay our respect to tribal elders both past and present and
extend our respect to all Indigenous people today. We honor their
stewardship of the land and ecosystem and commit to continuing
that important work.



A Whitman education

... prepares our
students and
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meet the needs
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The Whitman Difference:
Leading With Curiosity & Care

IN OUR RAPIDLY CHANGING WORLD, leaders and employers across industries point to
adaptability, critical thinking and human connection as essential workplace skills for

the next generation.

They’re also at the heart of a Whitman education, which prepares our students and
graduates to turn their attention outward and equips them to meet the needs they find
there, including in some of the most challenging and innovative careers in the country

and world.

In this issue of Whitman Magazine, you'll meet Whitties who are doing just that in ways
that make our world and communities better. Dive deep with young alumni who—oceans
apart—are advancing our understanding of global seas and imagining new ways of
interacting with and protecting marine environments (page 20).

Also taking on real-world challenges are innovative alums like Ashifi Gogo 05, who saw a
global crisis in pharmaceutical counterfeiting. His company puts the power of technology
and data to work to create solutions that protect patients and improve public health

systems in middle-income countries around the world (page 14).

And as always, many Whitman students and graduates pursue careers on the front lines of
medicine, health and public health, where the need for thoughtful humans, expert healers
and wise leaders can never be replaced (page 28).

In every story in this issue, I see Whitties living with curiosity, courage and care for
others. I am grateful to each of you who help make Whitman a place where a life-shaping
education and world-changing people can flourish.

Eonal O
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CONTACT US

Send comments about this issue and story ideas
for future editions of Whitman Magazine by email at
magazine@whitman.edu.

To notify us of a change of mailing address or to
opt out of receiving this magazine, please email
addrchg@whitman.edu.
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NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY

Whitman College is deeply committed to the
principle of nondiscrimination in all its forms. In its
admission, educational, and employment practices,
programs, and activities, the college does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex (including
pregnancy and parenting status), gender, gender
identity or expression, genetic information, sexual
orientation, religion, age, marital status, national
origin, shared ancestry, disability, veteran status, or
any other basis prohibited by the Civil Rights Act of
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of
1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
and other applicable federal, state, or local laws.
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Bringing the Humanities to Life

Whitman and community partners to co-create learning experiences

that center Indigeneity, immigration and incarceration

WHITMAN COLLEGE has been
awarded a $1.5 million Humanities
for All Times grant from the Mellon
Foundation.

The grant will be used over
aroughly three-year period to
co-create community-based
learning experiences for students
and community members centered
on three areas of focus: Indigeneity,
immigration and incarceration.

“This tremendous investment
in Whitman and our community
partners will create impactful,
hands-on opportunities for
students, faculty and community
members to explore these critical
issues together and build on rela-
tionships that are vital to our home
in the Walla Walla Valley,” says
President Sarah Bolton.

“We're deeply grateful to the
many faculty and staff whose
hard work and great ideas led to
this proposal, and to the Mellon
Foundation for this opportu-
nity to innovate and expand our

humanities curriculum in exciting
ways that will benefit both our
community and our students.”

A THREE-PRONG PLAN

With the Humanities for All Times
grant, Whitman will launch the
Centering Indigeneity, Immigration
and Incarceration Initiative, which
highlights three topics vitally
important to the Walla Walla
Valley’s history and present.

The initiative will create dozens
of community partnerships and
high-impact, immersive learning
experiences that center the knowl-
edge and experiences of the diverse
groups of people who call our
region home.

It will also strengthen
collaborations like Whitman
at the Penitentiary, Whitman’s
Memorandum of Agreement with
the Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Indian Reservation, and
ongoing oral history projects in the

local Latinx community, honoring
the experiences of community
partners as vital sources of student
learning and creating new oppor-
tunities to deepen the college’s
relationships in the region.

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING

“The initiative helps students
understand how studying the
humanities matters right now
in this place and time,” says
Mary Raschko, Associate Dean
for Faculty Development and
Associate Professor of English.
“As they engage in collaborative,
relationship-based learning,
they develop skills that help
them make a difference in their
communities beyond their time
at Whitman.”

Why Indigeneity, immigration and
incarceration? Learn more at
whitman.edu/magazine.

Telling vibrant stories.

The Humanities for All Times
grant will build on ongoing oral
history projects in Walla Walla's
Latinx community and create
new opportunities to learn.
(Photo of El Color de México by
Asya Johnson '26.)

ADVANCING
THE HUMANITIES
AT WHITMAN

Whitman's three-prong
Centering Indigeneity,
Immigration and

Incarceration Initiative will:

1. Infuse local learning
across the curriculum
by supporting faculty
development workshops,
seminars and community-
engaged course
development around
Indigeneity, immigration
and incarceration.

2. Engage community
partners as guest

speakers, facilitators and
instructors.

3. Involve more students
in community-engaged
research of importance
to Whitman’s community
partners.
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ON BOYER AVENUE

Three Whitties Named
2026 Watson Fellows

Noteworthy! Whitman College had the most Watson Fellows
selected from any U.S. higher ed institution this year

RECENT WHITMAN GRADUATES Riley Cooper,
Maryanne Ndung’u and Darta Sipola have been
awarded the prestigious Watson Fellowship,
which offers a unique opportunity to pursue a
fully self-designed project abroad during the year
after graduation.

EXPLORING HUMAN-ANIMAL
RELATIONSHIPS

Riley Cooper "26, an English and Film and Media
Studies double major from Broomfield, Colorado,
will combine her passion for animals and docu-
mentary filmmaking in a global project featuring
human-animal relationships.

“Animals have been a huge part of my life in
my last four years at Whitman,” she says. “So to
be able to go explore that more for a year and see
it in different countries and different contexts is
really exciting for me personally.”

During her time at Whitman, Cooper
secured a Whitman-funded internship giving
adaptive horseback riding lessons to people
with disabilities, worked for a local veterinarian
and volunteered at the Blue Mountain Humane
Society. She hopes to apply to veterinary school
after her Watson year.
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Her project will take her to six countries—
Iceland, Kyrgyzstan, Peru, Japan, Australia and
England—where she will explore how different
cultures understand and interact with animals.
Cooper is especially interested in the balance
between human needs and animal welfare,
particularly when animals take on roles as
laborers and companions and the ethical tension
that can arise when human benefit and animal
well-being do not fully align.

Alongside her research, Cooper will create a
documentary series capturing these relationships
using skills she developed through her
filmmaking coursework.

BRIDGING COMMUNITY & BUSINESS

Maryanne Ndung’u 26, an Economics-
Mathematics major from Nairobi, Kenya, is
turning her passion for business into a global
learning experience. As a Watson Fellow, she will
travel across South Africa, Ghana, Morocco, The
Gambia and Tanzania.

Ndung’u’s project focuses on “necessity-
driven businesses,” small enterprises created
out of need, often without outside funding or
support. Ndung’u aims to understand how these

businesses survive, grow and balance profit with
community impact.

Growing up surrounded by entrepreneurs,
particularly women, shaped her perspective
on business as a tool for problem-solving and
community support. At Whitman, she explored
that interest more deeply through a Whitman-
funded internship in microfinance, a Projects
for Peace grant to design and deliver financial
literacy workshops to women traders in a Kenya
market, student-faculty research on gender
and microfinance, and Whitman’s Finance
Accelerator program.

Focusing her travels on the African continent
will allow her to learn how small businesses
function in very different economies—from one
of the largest (South Africa) to one of the smallest
(The Gambia).

Ndung’u’s experience adapting to life at
Whitman as an international student has
also prepared her for the independence the
fellowship requires.

“All the skills that I learned to survive in
this foreign land, like advocating for myself
and asking for help, are going to be really
relevant,” she says.

She hopes that her Watson project will be
the first step toward creating an accelerator
program that funds business ventures within the
African continent.

INVESTIGATING ACCESS
TO RURAL HEALTHCARE

Darta Sipola ’26, a Brain, Behavior and Cognition
major from Seattle, will use her Watson year
to examine how different countries address

challenges in rural healthcare access,
looking at approaches shaped by geography,
funding and cultural priorities. She plans to
travel to Fiji, New Zealand, Nepal, Greece,
Peru, Bolivia, Sweden and Senegal, each
chosen for a specific aspect of their health-
care systems.

In Nepal, for instance, where there
are frequent landslides, so plans to study
disaster management in rural areas. In
Sweden, she’ll connect with researchers
conducting studies in rural populations.
And in Greece, she’ll look at the availability
of mental healthcare in rural areas.

Having worked in pharmacies in
Seattle and Walla Walla, Sipola saw
clear differences in access to care, from
affordability to the availability of specialists.
Living in a more rural setting at Whitman
and studying abroad in Kenya, where she
spent a lot of time in rural areas, deepened
this awareness.

Courses like Infectious Disease with
Associate Professor of Biochemistry,
Biophysics, and Molecular Biology
Jim Russo were formative. “I got to learn
about what diseases are prevalent in
certain areas and how that shapes the
disease trajectory,” she says. “It made me
really think about funding issues, because
obviously it’s very relevant to the quality
of healthcare.”

She says applying for a Whitman
Internship Grant also helped her
understand how to craft a proposal and
defend it.

Congrats to Whitman’s 2026 Bassett Fellows

Two WHITMAN COLLEGE GRADUATES have

been awarded the Bassett Traveling Fellowship,
which gives academically talented students the

opportunity to travel abroad after graduation.

SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS TO
HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT
Ruth Iiyambo "26, a
Computer Science
and Economics
double major
and Davis
United World
College

Scholar from
Namibia, will
travel to Ghana,
Namibia and
Kenya to inves-
tigate solutions
to the growing
tensions between agricultural land and wild
elephants, including beehive fencing.

“Where I come from, a lot of farmers have
issues with elephants destroying the crops,”
Iiyambo says. “Elephants are very scared of
bees, so if there are beehives around the field,
they stay away from the field. It’s a really good
solution because it’s not trapping or harming
the elephants.”

Iiyambo is interested in how sustainable
solutions like these can be adapted and shared
across countries.

Ruth liyambo '26

“If we look at similar environments and try
to learn from them, we come up with better
sustainable solutions.”

MAPPING THE INTERSECTION
OF CULTURE & LAND

Ishaan Swami 26, a
Geology+French
major with a
concentration in
Global Studies
from Tustin,
California,

is headed to
Mongolia.

Swami will be
working with Erjen .
Khamaganova at
the World Union
of Indigenous
Spiritual Practitioners to study the way that
stories are connected to the land and to help
create a digital atlas of sacred places.

Swami is especially looking forward to seeing
the petroglyphs of Mongolia and learning from
a world leader in conservation.

“In my career, 'm interested in
working with land management and
environmental stewardship, in that region
of environmental studies,” Swami says.

“I think this project will give me a really
powerful foundation for ethnogeology, the
way that culture is tied to the land.”

=

Ishaan Swami '26

Ready to Make
Their Mark!

On May 24, 2026, more than 300 new
Whitman College alumni stepped across
the stage to collect their diplomas. We
caught up with a few as they wrapped up
their senior year and looked back at the
experiences, friendships and opportuni-
ties that shaped their time here. Revisit
highlights from their years at Whitman at
whitman.edu/magazine.
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ON BOYER AVENUE

FACULTY & STAFF NEWS

William K. and Diana R. Deshler Chair of History

John Cotts has published a revised and expanded second
edition of "Europe’s Long Twelfth Century” (Bloomsbury,
2026)—an award-winning study of a key phase in Europe’s

medieval history.

Brit Moss, Associate Professor of Biology and

Biochemistry, Biophysics and Molecular Biology, received
a BRIDGE-track Natural Sciences research grant from

the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust. The grant will support
six research students over three years, who will help Moss
explore how plant cells are wired and tuned to detect and
respond to the growth hormone auxin.

Katrina Roberts VanKouwenhoven, the Mina

Schwabacher Professor of English/Creative Writing
and Humanities, published her visual poem "Box
of Air” in Issue 52 of Cleaver Magazine. Read it at

cleavermagazine.com.

2026-2027 FACULTY MILESTONES

PROMOTED TO
PROFESSOR
Rebecca Hanrahan
Philosophy

Tim Machonkin
Chemistry

Lydia McDermott
Rhetoric, Writing
and Public Discourse

Lauren Osborne
Religion

Erin Pahlke
Psychology

Lisa Uddin
Art History

GRANTED
TENURE

Andrés Aragoneses
Physics

GRANTED
TENURE &
PROMOTED
TO ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR

Kathryn Frank
Film and Media
Studies
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Sai Madhurika
Mamunuru
Economics

Jason Ralston
Economics

PROMOTED TO
SENIOR ADJUNCT
ASSISTANT
PROFESSOR

Sally Bormann
Rhetoric, Writing
and Public Discourse
and General Studies

NAMED TO
ENDOWED CHAIR/
PROFESSORSHIP

John Cotts

William K. and Diana
R. Deshler Chair of
History

Amy Dodds
Nancy Bell Evans
Senior Lecturer of
Music

Ruoning Han

Ralph C. Rittenour Jr.
Assistant Professor
of Economics

Paul Luongo
Catherine G. Chism
Chair of Music

NAMED PAUL
GARRETT
FELLOW

Mark Hendricks
Associate Professor
of Chemistry and
Paul Garrett Fellow

Mariana
Ruiz-Gonzalez
Assistant Professor
of Hispanic Studies
and Paul Garrett
Fellow

2026 Distinguished
Faculty Awards

Mysia Dye

Lecturer of Biology
Suzanne L. Martin Award for
Excellence in Mentoring

Brian Kitamura

Head Baseball Coach and

Senior Lecturer of Sport Studies

George Ball Award for Excellence in Advising

Sai Madhurika Mamunuru

Associate Professor of Economics

G. Thomas Edwards Award for Excellence in
the Integration of Teaching and Scholarship

Stephen Michael

Senior Lecturer of Psychology

Robert Y. Fluno Award for Distinguished
Teaching in Social Sciences

Lyman Persico

Associate Professor of Geology and
Environmental Studies

A. E. Lange Award for Distinguished
Science Teaching

Katrina Roberts VanKouwenhoven

Mina Schwabacher Professor of English/
Creative Writing and Humanities

Thomas D. Howells Award for Distinguished
Teaching in Humanities and Arts

What a Year! Champs & Standouts 4

WITH THE DOMINANT PERFORMANCES we’ve come to expect (we see you, tennis) and fabulous firsts—
including first-ever NCA A Tournament appearances for men’s soccer and women’s lacrosse—the 2025-2026
season provided another year of thrills, talent and team spirit. Whitman’s student-athletes proved they shine in
the classroom, too, with 184 Blues earning All-Northwest Conference (NWC) academic honors. Go Blues!

MEN'S SOCCER
NWC Champions and NCAA Tournament
first round

NWC Rookie of the Year:
Remy Marcks '29

NWC Offensive Player of the Year:
Lucas McAllister '26

NWC Defensive Player of the Year:
Adrian Valencia '26

NWC Coach of the Year: Jose Cedeio

WOMEN'S SOCCER

NWC Defensive Player of the Year:
Kiki Glorioso '27

WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY

NWC All West Region, All Conference,
NCAA Qualifier: Ella Harrington '28—first
NCAA qualifier from Whitman since 2019!

WOMEN'S SWIMMING

NWC Women's Swimmer of the Year:
Avery Riley '28—new school records in
the 100 fly and 500 free

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

NWC Tournament Champions and
NCAA Tournament second round

MEN'S GOLF

NWC All Region: Grady Brown '27 and
Mason Remington '27

WOMEN'S GOLF

NW(C Individual Champion: Camila Yoo '28

MEN'S TENNIS

NWC Regular Season and Tournament
Champions (two years in a row!) and
NCAA Tournament second round

ITA* Champion, ITA All American,
NWC Player of the Year:
Alexander Stage '27

ITA Doubles Champions, ITA All Americans:

Charlie Rush '26 and Artem Manov '26
ITA B Draw Champion: Claes Hansen '29

WOMEN'S TENNIS

NWC Regular Season and Tournament
Champions (four years in a row!) and
NCAA Tournament second round

ITA Champion, ITA All American,
NWC Player of the Year: Nana Vang '28

ITA Doubles Champions, ITA All Americans:

Sascha Wells '26 and Nana Vang '28

*Intercollegiate Tennis Association

**|ntercollegiate Women's Lacrosse
Coaches Association

WOMEN'S LACROSSE

NWC Tournament Champions and
NCAA Tournament first round

NWC Rookie of the Year: Serafin Miller '29

NWC Defensive Player of the Year, IWLCA**
All-West Region Second Team: Renn Novak '27

NWC Coach of the Year: Chris Duncan

Join the club. show your support for varsity
athletes and one of the best Division III athletics
programs in the Northwest with a gift to the

W Club at give.whitman.edu.

THAT'S NOT THE END OF THE SPORTS STORY ...

Beyond our varsity teams, many Whitman students are competing and thriving at the
national level in club sports—including our Gender Diverse Sweets Ultimate team, which
made it all the way to the national championship match in 2026! Explore more of Whitman's
club sports scene at whitman.edu/life-at-whitman/clubs-and-activities/club-sports.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Finance for the Global Good

Sol Tran 27 puts her passion for finance, math and community to work around the world

BY PAN DEINES '26

A FAMILY CONNECTION drew Sol Tran ’27,
an international student from Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam, to apply to Whitman
College. Her older sister, Ngan, graduated
with a degree in Biochemistry, Biophysics
and Molecular Biology in 2021 and is now
a mitochondrial biologist studying early-
onset Parkinson’s disease.

After hearing about Whitman’s
supportive faculty and strong community
of students, Tran decided to follow in her
sister’s footsteps. But her academic interests
leaned toward finance and mathematics—
particularly for social impact.

In high school, Tran managed the budget
for several fundraising events. “That was
how I learned that it’s really important to
care for resources, and that I can actually
learn how to use the resources to make the
world a better place,” she says.

Now, as a senior, Tran is pursuing
Whitman’s Economics-Mathematics
combined major and has found opportuni-
ties in and out of the classroom to grow her

skills and put them to work in ways that
help others—from Walla Walla to Nepal to
Washington, D.C.

FROM FIRST-YEAR FRIENDS
TO GLOBAL CHANGEMAKERS

Tran met Sunita Nepali *27, a Davis United
World College Scholar and Economics
and Politics double major from Nepal, in
their First Year Seminar. They became
close friends and bonded over their shared
passion for creating change in the world.

“I was so happy that Whitman gave
me her,” Tran says. “ I learned a lot about
the community that she grew up in, what
they have and the problems that they are
continuing to face.”

Tran and Nepali had many discussions
in their dorm rooms about the lack of
resources in Nepali’s hometown, including
her school’s limited access to computers.
One of those everyday conversations
sparked an idea: a Projects for Peace grant

“I think every experience I’ve had at Whitman
brings me a new thing that I’'m not expecting
to learn in my life or get as a typical

university student.”

8 / WHITMAN MAGAZINE

—SOLTRAN '27

proposal that would fund 20 computers
for the Kusumakar Secondary School in
Karaputar, Lamjung, Nepal.

With help from Whitman faculty, Tran
and Nepali submitted their proposal to
Projects for Peace, and it was chosen to
be funded with a $10,000 grant. While
unforeseen circumstances kept Tran from
traveling to Nepal, she still found a way to
maximize her impact: She used her travel
funds to purchase additional computers for
the school’s lab.

DIVING INTO DATA

Starting in her sophomore year, Tran
worked as a Research Assistant for Ruoning
Han, the Ralph C. Rittenour Jr. Assistant
Professor of Economics, studying topics in
microfinance—a way of providing financial
services, like small loans, to people who might
otherwise be ignored by traditional banks.

As part of this hands-on research,

Tran worked closely with Han and
gained experience working with real
data and reviewing current literature on
microfinance topics, including gender,
government outreach and competition.

“It was a great pleasure to work with
her,” Han says. “She is exceptionally
disciplined and detail-oriented, and she
consistently delivered high-quality work.”

Tran was grateful for the opportunity.

“I think every experience I’'ve had at
Whitman brings me a new thing that I'm

- o
i

Little sister, big impact. Sol Tran '27 followed her older sister, Ngan Tran ‘21, to Whitman College, but with
her focus on community service and social impact economics, she's made the experience all her own.

not expecting to learn in my life or getas a
typical university student,” she says.

FROM WALLA WALLATO THE CAPITAL

For her Spring 2026 semester, Tran joined a
Whitman off-campus program at American
University in Washington, D.C., where she
had the opportunity to sit in on Supreme
Court hearings, network with leaders in
finance and learn more about potential
career paths.

Between classes and an internship,
she also took full advantage of the D.C.
experience—visiting museums, thrift shop-
ping with friends and taking in the capital’s
famous cherry blossoms.

“Every event that I went to gave me
completely different experiences,” she says.

As part of her semester, Tran worked as
an intern at Creative Investment Research,
a consulting firm specializing in socially
responsible investing and environmental,

social and governance investing. While
mainstream finance is focused on maxi-
mizing shareholder profit, Tran researched
how to maximize social return—especially
for women- and minority-owned businesses.

“Ilearned a lot about sustainable finance
and how it can be effective in investment and
shareholder decisions,” Tran says.

As she looks toward a possible career in
sustainable finance or nonprofit work, she’s
thankful for this valuable experience in D.C.

And more than that, Tran is grateful that
she chose Whitman.

“I think everyone at Whitman has a
different story and different experiences,”
she says. Her sister’s path and her own have
been different in ways she couldn’t have
imagined—but the incredible support and
opportunities she’s found here have lived up
to expectations.

“That’s one thing that almost every
Whitman student has experienced and loves
about Whitman—and me too.” £

COMMUNITY SERVICE

¥ COOPY

Communities
That Give Back

On campus, Tran surrounds herself
with communities that value service
as much as she does. From living in
the Community Service House to
pledging Kappa Alpha Theta (one of
four sorority chapters at Whitman),
she appreciates the culture of
philanthropy and the opportunity

to be herself.

"It's just the perfect environ-
ment for me,” she says. “I learn
more about people every day,
and | have a really good support
system that gets me through a lot
of things.”
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THE WORLD NEEDS WHITTIES

Feeding
Walla Walla

Students turn service into impact

BY HEIDI PITTS '01

AT WHITMAN COLLEGE, students don’t just learn about
issues in the world—they roll up their sleeves and help solve
them. One powerful example is Whitman’s partnership with
local farms and Blue Mountain Action Council (BMAC) to
address food insecurity in the Walla Walla Valley.

Even in a region known for agricultural abundance, many
families struggle to access fresh, healthy food year-round.
Food insecurity affects about 11% of Walla Walla County
residents, according to Feeding America’s Map the Meal
Gap study. That’s where Whitman students step in.

TWO TEAMS, ONE MISSION

Whitman students support local food access through
two key groups: The Food Justice Project (FJP) and the
Glean Team.

Students with the Food Justice Project pack weekend
meal bags for elementary school students, support food
drives and hunger-relief programs, and help students
understand how local systems shape food access.

The Glean Team harvests leftover produce after
regular farm picking, delivers fresh fruits and vegetables
directly to BMAC, and rescues food that would otherwise
go to waste.

In Fall 2025 alone, Whitman students helped collect over
15,000 pounds of fresh produce for BMAC’s food bank—
everything from peppers to apples to pumpkins.

When weather changes quickly or a crop ripens all at
once, farmers call BMAC, and BMAC calls on its commu-
nity of volunteers, including FJP and the Glean Team. Soon
students are on the ground and up in trees, picking and
packing food that will reach neighbors within days.

“I joined a cherry glean one summer, and we filled pallets
with food that would’ve gone to waste,” says recent graduate
Caine Ryan 26, a Glean Team leader and Biochemistry,
Biophysics and Molecular Biology major from Wilsonville,
Oregon. “That’s when I realized how much difference even a
handful of volunteers can make.”
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Hands-on hunger relief. Above left: Whitman students and community volunteers help gather fresh fruits and vegetables that will go directly
to Walla Walla families experiencing food insecurity. Above right: The Glean Team harvests apples remaining after regular farm picking.
Below left: Students with the Food Justice Project pack meal bags for schoolchildren at the local food bank.

LEARNING THAT EXTENDS BEYOND CAMPUS

Whitman’s approach to community engagement blends:

® Service: Taking meaningful action to support local
needs and strengthen community well-being.

® Education: Learning from experts, neighbors and
real-world systems to understand the root causes of
social challenges.

® Reflection: Thinking critically about experiences to
grow personally and make future impact more inten-
tional and informed.

Students meet farmers, nonprofit leaders and local resi-
dents from diverse backgrounds, building relationships and
a deeper understanding of what community really means.

“It’s been inspiring to see how much can happen when
people from different parts of the community come together,”
says Danny Pottharst '28, a Food Justice Project leader

and Sociology and Rhetoric, Writing, and Public Discourse
double major from Seattle.

BMAC Outreach Manager Yvonne Segovia says the
partnership gives students hands-on perspective on life
in Walla Walla and creates mutual understanding and a
stronger sense of belonging.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE TODAY & TOMORROW

Gleaning pauses during the winter, but the work continues:
meal-bag packing, food drives, sustainability education, food
service at local shelters and more. Students stay engaged year-
round, and each harvest brings new opportunities to help.
More important, students discover how their passions—
whether food systems, sustainability, public health or
social justice—can become meaningful careers that make
an impact on real-world problems.

In Fall 2025,
Whitman
students helped
collect over

15,000
pounds
of fresh
produce
for BMAC’s
food bank.
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SPACES

CLIMBING CENTER

‘WITH 7,000 SQUARE FEET OF climbable surface,
Whitman College’s indoor Climbing Center is one
of the most popular spots on campus. Located

in Sherwood Athletic Center, it offers students a
year-round opportunity to develop their climbing
skills—for fun or sport—and be part of a passionate
climbing community.

Climb time and gear is free for students. The center
welcomes beginners and experienced climbers—with
trained staff available to show newbies the ropes or
outfit climbers with adaptive equipment. Students
can choose from a dozen or more for-credit climbing
classes each semester or join a student climbing
club that sponsors outdoor climbing trips. And it’s a
popular community spot, hosting private events and
after-school activities.

The center is also home to the Whitman Climbing
Team, which competes against schools all around the
Pacific Northwest and hosts its own competition, the
Sweet Onion Crank, each spring.

And Blues climbers crank! At the end of last
season, Lily Iseminger ’27 and Orion Killian *27

claimed the top spots in the women’s and men’s catego-

ries in the Northwest Collegiate Climbing Circuit.
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A Lifesuvin
Purpose

For Ashifi Gl:lgl:l '05, the journey to becoming a

global health technology entrepreneur began with tomatoes.

Since his undergraduate days at Whitman College,
Gogo has always let his curiosity lead him to oppor-
tunities. So as a graduate student in New Hampshire,
when he wondered what exactly made the organic
tomatoes at the local co-op cost so much, he decided
to tackle the problem as an entrepreneur: What if
people could scan a barcode on organic produce to
learn where it was grown, who grew it and why it was
worth the sticker price?

He and a colleague began exploring the concept.
Potential customers thought it was a great idea, but
they weren’t willing to pay for an app.

“The issue, at least in the U.S., was there’s just too
much trust. People go into a shop that says everything
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is hyperorganic, and they fully believe what they’re
told,” Gogo says. “But I liked this idea of a way to check
where to get more information, so I needed a market
and industry where trust was in short supply.”

Gogo, who grew up in Ghana, knew that pharma-
ceutical counterfeiting was a problem in many parts
of the world. With the help of an uncle who owned a
pharmaceutical company, he ran a test in Ghana to see
if people were willing to use their mobile phones to
verify a cough syrup before purchasing it.

Again, the answer was yes, but they didn’t want to
pay for the app.

Still, Gogo was sure he was onto an idea that could
truly help people—even save lives. He continued




A meaningful
milestone. in May 2026,
Ashifi Gogo '05 (second
from left) and the Sproxil
team hosted leaders from the
National Malaria Elimination
Programme at Sproxil's
Nigerian operations center,
celebrating 80,000 survey
calls by the center's agents.
"Behind every call is a patient
voice, a healthcare insight,
and a stronger connection
between communities and
the systems designed to
serve them,” says Gogo.

exploring the business concept as part of his
thesis at Dartmouth College, where he was
part of the first cohort of Ph.D. Innovation
Fellows at the Thayer School of Engineering.
Building on feedback from those early tests,
in 2009 he founded Sproxil with the initial
mission of giving people in Nigeria, then a
hot spot of pharmaceutical counterfeiting,
tools to ensure they were buying genuine
medications—and made it free and easy for
consumers by securing government support
and financial backing from manufacturers.
Now, through Sproxil and two new health
tech companies, Gogo is working to strengthen
health systems in middle-income countries
around the world, with the goal of helping a
billion patients access the care they need.

An Entrepreneur From the Start

Gogo has always had an entrepreneurial
mindset. “Even in high school, I frequently
looked for ways to turn an opportunity into
a service that people appreciated, with some
economic upside for me,” he says.

At Whitman, he majored in Mathematics
and Physics, but the liberal arts model allowed
him to explore other interests, and he minored
in Economics.

He gained practical business experience,
too. At the end of his first year of college, he
noticed a giant box of textbooks that students
left behind when they were unable to resell
them at the bookstore.

He realized there had to be a better system
to connect discarded books with students
who needed them. So he began collecting and
redistributing them. It was an early lesson
in supply, demand, and finding value where
others saw waste.

After graduation, he stayed in STEM,
heading to Dartmouth with a plan to study
engineering. But he kept going to business
plan competitions as a hobby.

Becoming “one of the early prototypes”
in the Ph.D. Innovation Fellows program,
which gives engineering students support to
translate their research into the commercial
sphere, gave Gogo the opportunity and
inspiration to pivot.

He founded Sproxil, and he’s been a CEO
ever since.

Gogo credits his Economics classes at
Whitman with introducing him to concepts
that have helped him found and lead a
complex, international business.

“While I wouldn’t claim to be anything
close to an economist, I approach economics
with genuine curiosity rather than intimida-
tion,” he says. “I know enough to know what I
don’t know, to approach it respectfully.”

That knowledge has helped him open doors
and learn how to ask for help—which was
essential in taking Sproxil from a concept to
a company.

Opening Doors in Nigeria

Gogo’s experience with his early product
verification project showed him that he needed
someone to champion his vision.

“The pharmaceutical industry is quite
conservative and heavily regulated, so if you're
going to propose a solution that addresses
counterfeiting, you need a regulator to buy
in,” he says.

He met with the Honorary Professor Dora
Akunyili, who was the Director General of
the Nigerian National Agency for Food and
Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC)
from 2001-2009. Akunyili was personally
motivated to fight counterfeit drugs: Her sister
died in 1988 after being given fake, contami-
nated insulin.

Akunyili, who died of cancer in 2014, was
“an unstoppable force,” Gogo says. “If she
wanted something done, it got done. She was
quite a visionary in Nigeria.”

Gogo pitched Sproxil to Akunyili while she
was attending a conference in Ghana in 2008.
She immediately told him to come to Nigeria.

Though Gogo was still a graduate student
with no major business experience, she
gathered the industry trade group heads for
importers, local manufacturers and multi-
national companies to hear his plan.

“I give her tons of credit for planting the
seed in me and believing that we could pull
this off,” Gogo says.

"NAFDAC Pharmacovigilance/Post Marketing
Surveillance Newsletter, Vol. 12, N© 2, 2019.

In 2010, NAFDAC launched its Mobile
Authentication Service (MAS) using Sproxil’s
Mobile Product Authentication technology,
which allowed consumers to enter a PIN on
certain common medications and receive a text
message showing whether the product was
real or a suspected counterfeit.

Since its implementation, the technology
has been used on over 4.5 billion product units
globally, providing a massive, scalable defense
to protect patients from substandard and
falsified medicines. At the 2nd African GS1
Healthcare Conference in Lagos, Nigeria, in
2019, the Director General of NAFDAC indi-
cated that “MAS seems to have had a profound
impact, with the failure rate for antimalarials
falling from nearly 20% in 2010-2012 to just
1.3% in March 2019.”!

“Knowing that our technology has directly
enabled individuals to protect their own
health is profoundly rewarding,” Gogo says.
“It proves that giving people the right tools to
make safe choices can help restore trust in a
health system.”

SAFETY & TRUST MATTER

“Biving people
the right tools

to make safe
choices can help
restore trust ina
health system.”

—ASHIFI GOGO '05

Collaborating to Fight Malaria

Over the years, Sproxil has evolved, expanding
its products and operating in countries across
Africa, Asia and the Americas.

The platform, which began with Mobile
Product Authentication, is now part of a larger
ecosystem that also helps brands understand
consumer behavior, measure loyalty, track
products through the supply chain, and

. product units have been

' verified globally through
Sproxil’'s Mobhile Product
Authentication technologuy.
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“The idea is to
aggregate enough
information to
make healthcare
systems less
reactive ... so
that they can
help people
avoid diseases,
rather than just
treat them.”

—ASHIFI GOGO '05
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surface critical, data-driven insights to address
tropical diseases.

In recent years, Sproxil has partnered with
nonprofits on health tech projects as well. In
2025, Sproxil received a $225,000 grant from
Investing in Innovation Affrica to digitize
malaria test results in Nigeria in partner-
ship with the National Malaria Elimination
Programme (NMEP).

Nigeria had about 68 million cases of
malaria in 2023 and more than 184,000 esti-
mated deaths, according to the Severe Malaria
Observatory.

To reduce the spread of malaria, health
leaders need to know where outbreaks are
happening. A doctor or pharmacist could give
a person with a fever a rapid test, but those
results weren’t historically added to larger
databases, especially if the test was adminis-
tered in a private facility. That meant attempts
to estimate where malaria was and project its
spread weren’t timely, Gogo says.

With the new funding and a signed
Memorandum of Understanding with NMEP,
he says, Sproxil can now map and project
where malaria is and will be the most severe.
When patients verify the authenticity of their
medicine, they are invited to participate in
Sproxil’s Nigeria Malaria Survey. Through
Al-enabled data processing, decision-makers
receive continuous, timely insights, including
current medication prices, preventive treat-
ment uptake by pregnant women, and patient
misconceptions, to help guide educational
investments. The tool then suggests what
interventions should be deployed, such as
mosquito nets or mosquito-spraying crews,
to stifle outbreaks and save lives.

Today, Gogo’s work continues to evolve with
new technology aimed at helping people
around the world access better healthcare.

In 2025, he helped introduce AISHA Chat
to Nigeria, an Al-powered care triage solution
that is building critical healthcare infra-
structure for 1 billion people.

“Instead of Dr. Google, you go to AISHA in
your favorite chat app,” Gogo says. “It knows
your country’s approved medicines and lets
you use pictures and voice notes in your local
language to describe your symptoms and
medical history. Over 52,000 people have sent
360,000 messages to AISHA in just a couple
of months since launch, with growth driven
primarily through referrals.”

The next phase is AISHA Pro, an Al tool
designed to aid clinical decision-making at
neighborhood pharmacies and chemists.

In middle-income countries like Nigeria,
where no pharmacy chain owns more than
1% of pharma retail locations, getting accurate,
consistent and safe advice isn’t guaranteed.
“The fragmented, first-line healthcare system
in the private sector needs an easy way to
implement unifying standards of care,” Gogo
says, noting that many Nigerians turn to
pharmacies or pharmacists as their first point
of healthcare.

AISHA uses custom-trained large-language
models and includes “human in the loop” safe-
guards, Gogo says. The goal is not to replace
humans with technology, but to use tech-
nology to support, connect and inform people
across primary healthcare systems.

The app can even follow up with patients
and encourage those whose symptoms haven’t
improved to seek additional care, which
could help people who may have received
substandard medicine.

“The idea is to aggregate enough infor-
mation to make healthcare systems less

Data-driven
healthcare. with
Sproxil's latest initiative—
the National Malaria Survey—
the health tech company
leverages real-time data to
identify where malaria is
most severe and where it
might move next.

reactive and bring anticipatory care as

the standard, so that they can help people
avoid diseases, rather than just treat them,”
Gogo says.

Innovating Around the World

Gogo aims to expand AISHA’s reach across
large middle-income countries with highly
decentralized private healthcare systems.

The potential impact is enormous: The list
of countries includes 1 billion patients.

Gogo lives in Boston, but says he’s drawn to
opportunities to increase healthcare access for
people around the globe.

Middle-income countries are more open to
technologies that leapfrog infrastructure gaps,
he says: “The lack of entrenched infrastruc-
ture means that our technological efforts can
translate directly into widespread patient
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access at a dramatically faster pace.”

Working in these regions presents other
challenges, of course, especially financial
constraints.

“These are markets where both GDP [gross
domestic product] per capita and health
insurance adoption are lower, so the patient’s
ability to afford certain interventions is more
limited,” he says. “It requires both technical
and business-model innovation to deliver
what is truly needed.”

For Gogo, that innovative thinking comes
naturally. Since he was a student, he’s been
using his curiosity to find helpful solutions
and his creativity to work through challenges
and setbacks. His entrepreneurial journey has
taught him the value of partnerships. And his
successes so far have clarified his focus.

“Everybody needs good healthcare,” he
says. And he’s helping connect them to it. ()

Gifts of Kindness

In his 2018 commencement address,
Ashifi Gogo '05 urged Whitties to go out
of their way to be kind. Whitman College
President Emeritus Thomas Cronin
embodied that advice when Gogo was

a student.

Gogo came to Walla Walla from Accra,
Ghana, in the fall of 2001. He met Cronin
when the 9/11 attacks happened, just
after the semester started.

“"He was quite interested in ensuring
that the international students did not
feel too overwhelmed by the unfolding
events and deeply cared about our well-
being," Gogo remembers.

Later, he benefited from Cronin's
kindness again: When Gogo's bicycle
was stolen, Cronin loaned him his own
bike, which Gogo was able to use until
he graduated.

The people who showed Gogo grace
when he was young sowed in him the
seeds of paying it forward, he says: "Any
advice, connections or introductions that |
can give to help people, I'm happy to give,
because others have done it for me.”




ABH EY I] IAS didn’t come to Whitman College

expecting to study marine biology, but the abundant opportu-
nities she found at Whitman helped her launch a career as a
scientific diver and diving instructor.

“If you have an interest, the professors at Whitman are going
to support you in pursuing that interest, no matter what it takes,
says Dias, who earned her Biology degree in 2020.

Dias and other young alumni have taken their passion for the
watery world and coastal environments from the Walla Walla
Valley to Alaska’s Sitka Sound, the icy waters of Antarctica, the
vibrant marine environments of the Bahamas and beyond—
pursuing careers in research, policy, education and an array of
marine-related fields.

Here’s a glimpse at how these adventurous alums are
exploring the mysteries of the deep.

”

Sharing Underwater Wonder

Every time Abbey Dias dips her head below the water’s surface
at the beginning of a scuba dive, she’s in awe.

Whether she’s diving off the coast of her home state of
Washington or in Antarctica, where she studies some of the
world’s strangest bacteria, Dias has the same thought: “Wow, I'm
so lucky to be doing this.”

Dias discovered her love of diving after her first year at
Whitman, when a friend talked her into earning her recreational
scuba certification over the summer.

That love became a career path after she attended a 2018
talk at Whitman by Mackenzie Gerringer "12, who was then a
postdoctoral researcher at Friday Harbor Laboratories in the
Salish Sea. Dias was inspired by Gerringer’s presentation about
building remotely operated underwater vehicles to study fish
that live in the ocean’s deepest trenches.

Afterward, she asked Gerringer if they could work together.
Gerringer had the perfect idea of how to make that happen. She
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Coastal connections. Frankie Gerraty 19 studies the ecological links between land

and sea, including the role of seals as a food source for coastal coyotes. =

Aliving fossil record. With a team from UC Davis and the
Long Term Ecological Research Network, Abbey Dias '20
studies unique microbial mats covering the floor of
ice-covered lakes in the Antarctic, which provide insight
into how oxygen evolved on Earth and where it might
exist on other planets.
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encouraged Dias to apply for a Whitman
Internship Grant so she could spend the
summer interning at Friday Harbor.

Dias has stayed connected with Gerringer
ever since, as both a mentor and a colleague,
and Gerringer will soon be mentoring a
new generation of Whitties as an Assistant
Professor of Biology, starting in Fall 2026.

The next step was for Dias to train as a
scientific diver: a scuba professional with
underwater science skills, from managing
risk to conducting surveys to taking photos.
She earned her American Academy of
Underwater Sciences certification through
Whitman’s partnership with Walla Walla
University in 2020.

Dias went on to earn a master’s degree
in Biology from Sonoma State University.
Today, she trains students as an Assistant
Diving and Boating Safety Officer at the
University of California, Davis. Through her
research and work, she’s taken three trips to
Antarctica’s Lake Fryxell, where she helps

study photosynthesizing cyanobacteria that
are a “living model of a fossil record.”

The opportunity to explore amazing
locations sparks a sense of responsibility in
Dias. “We have to consider ourselves as part
of the environment,” she says. “Getting to be
totally immersed in it is a really great way to
study it.”

She documents her dives in photos and
film at abbeyunderwater.com, drawing
others into the wonders of the deep.

Advocating for Indigenous Voices
As a citizen of the Kenaitze Indian Tribe of
Kenai, Alaska, Nick Jacuk *20 has learned
about his community’s connection to fish
from his Tribal mentors.

“They’ll say that fish is a part of who we
are, a part of our identity, our DNA,” Jacuk
says. “That’s what salmon is to us: a strong
bond that has connected us throughout
our generations.”

But Tribal leaders and knowledge-
holders also emphasize that the way fish
are managed in Alaska today does not align
with their traditional values and sense of
stewardship, he says.

As a doctoral student of Fisheries
Sciences with a focus in Tribal Fisheries and
Political Ecology at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks (UAF) and a Fisheries Policy
Manager for Ocean Conservancy, Jacuk is
working to be part of the generation that
changes that.

Jacuk’s earliest memories are of fishing
with his father and grandfather. At
Whitman—where he was Co-President
of the Indigenous Peoples Education
and Culture Club—he began examining
the importance of fisheries stewardship
through an academic lens. He initially
studied the biology side of environmental
science, but a professor noticed his interest
in politics and policy and encouraged him to
pivot to Sociology-Environmental Studies.

His senior thesis on Indigenous knowl-
edge and access to subsistence fisheries was
based on his summer 2018 internship at
Alaska’s Bristol Bay Native Association.

In 2021, he began his graduate studies at
UAF, where he is now a Tamamta Fellow.
Fellows bridge Indigenous and Western
sciences to explore questions that affect
fisheries and marine sciences.

For his research, Jacuk collaborates with
Tribal fishers, knowledge-holders and
elders to create a model for how Indigenous
knowledge and ways of seeing the environ-
ment can be applied within current fisheries
management frameworks.

At Ocean Conservancy, he advocates and
provides support for Tribes and small-boat
commercial fishers as they engage with state
and federal agencies that manage fisheries
across Alaska and the North Pacific.

His work is always guided by principles
of Indigenous stewardship.

“The best decisions are always science-
driven,” Jacuk says. “But at the same
time, science does not exist in a vacuum.
There are different aspects of power and
policy that are entangled with that. One of
the things that brings my Ph.D. together
with my work is making sure that our
Tribes are represented, that our Tribes
are heard.”

Forging a Pathin
Marine Chemistry

Annie Stefanides '18 decided to become
a Chemistry major while taking her
first chemistry class at Whitman. From
there, she gathered the elements of her
dream career.
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Honoring Indigenous ways. As a doctoral student
and conservation advocate, Nick Jacuk '20 works
to ensure that policies governing fisheries in Alaska
and the North Pacific integrate Tribal knowledge
into science-driven decision-making.

Meet Frankie Gerraty '19

Major: Biology-Environmental Studies

Whitman highlights: Studied abroad in the Turks
and Caicos Islands and Bocas del Toro, Panama,
studying how human disturbances influence

the communities of crabs that live in mangrove
forests. Interned at the Confederated Tribes of
the Umatilla Indian Reservation's lamprey lab.

Where he is now: Doctoral candidate in Ecology
and Evolutionary Biology at the University of
California Santa Cruz, studying how humans
influence ecological connections between land
and sea. His projects include examining the role
of seals as a food source for coastal coyotes and
characterizing how human disturbances, such

as urbanization, influence nutrient flows from
marine to terrestrial ecosystems.

On being a storyteller: “Science alone can't
address the serious environmental and societal
challenges we face, and | think that art and
creative science storytelling can provide an
important connective tissue between scientific
research and society,” Gerraty says. “Lately,

| have been doing a lot of digital illustration

for communicating my research. Through art
and creative writing, | hope to inspire people to
notice and care for the more-than-human world.”
Explore his work at frankiegerraty.com.

FALL2026 / 23



https://frankiegerraty.com
https://abbeyunderwater.com

24 / WHITMAN MAGAZINE

ou
part of t

. . T _ - environment.

r- , N - o Getting to be

- ~ totally immersed
initisareally

greatwayto .

L]

—ABBEY DIAS '20

g

studyit.” =

BEY DIAS ‘20 .
L aa " )
I

e
= e
o - =
£y
= 3 -
L o
=l .
i,
o1 =
- s T -
% i Lt F ]
el . -
I ¥
o ' F-l i k]
¢ Al .-'3
LA | e
1= g
- P
. F . - el FALL 2026 + 25
Ul ] L e - "
.r L J. i - r - "
v ik & & F

4

-



Meet Willa Johnson '19
Major: Biology

Whitman highlights: Participated in Semester
in the West. Earned the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Hollings Scholarship
to study juvenile stablefish in Alaska, which
became her undergraduate thesis.

Where she is now: Master’s student in Marine
Biology at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.

Her research includes examining microplastics

in wild-caught marine fish in Southeast Alaska
and studying gray whale feeding ecology in Sitka
Sound. She previously worked as a coordinator
for a program connecting rural and Indigenous
high schoolers in Southeast Alaska with research-
focused college biology classes.

On how Whitman shaped her: “One of my favorite
classes at Whitman was Comparative Vertebrate
Anatomy with Professor Kate Jackson,"” Johnson
says. “We spent the entire semester dissecting

a shark and a cat to learn about the similarities

and differences in their anatomy. Not only do |
frequently use the anatomy knowledge, but also
Kate encouraged us to explore and ask questions,
which helped me develop as a scientist.”
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She conducted inorganic chemistry
research for her undergraduate thesis and
found a way to fuse her enthusiasm for the
lab with her love of the outdoors.

Studying abroad in the School for
Field Studies: Turks and Caicos Marine
Resource Studies program, she earned
her advanced scuba certification and
dove every day, tracking fish size and
abundance to better understand conser-
vation efforts. The project also involved
meeting local anglers and collecting data on
their catches.

After graduation, Stefanides honed her
skills as an analytical chemist in private
industry and as a chemist at a wastewater
treatment facility. But she missed fieldwork,
so she leapt at the opportunity to become
a Research Assistant at the nonprofit
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
in Massachusetts.

The institution was “the best place to get
a deep dive very quickly” into the world of
marine chemistry, Stefanides says. She was
confident she had found her field.

Now, Stefanides is pursuing her doctorate
in Chemical Oceanography at the University
of Washington, where her research brings
together her love for chemistry, the ocean
and the planet. She studies how nutrients in
the water column affect the metabolisms of
marine microbes, especially how the scarcity
of iron can affect certain bacteria in the
ocean’s mesopelagic, or “twilight,” zone—a
layer of water just out of the reach of sunlight
that is teeming with unexplored life.

These bacteria “may ultimately have a
large impact on the fate of carbon in the
ocean, either to be stored for long periods
of time in the deep or for the re-release of
respired carbon back into the atmosphere as
carbon dioxide,” she explains.

Along with finding her niche, she’s

discovered how it fits into the bigger picture.

“We're still discovering the most basic
of things about the ocean, and we also
have a ton of changing variables on top
of that,” she says. “The field of oceanog-
raphy requires constant interdisciplinary
collaboration to work together and
answer all of these big questions.” [

Whitman waves. Before Mackenzie
Gerringer "12 inspired Abbey Dias *20

to become a scientific diver, she had her
own mentor at Whitman: Paul Yancey,

the Carl E. Peterson Endowed Chair of
Sciences, Emeritus, who first connected her
to deep-sea research. In 2025, Gerringer
and fellow researchers named a species

of snailfish after Yancey. Read the story at
whitman.edu/magazine.

Within the water. Chemist Annie Stefanides '18
studies how bacteria in the ocean's "twilight zone"
metabolize nutrients in the water—research that has
implications for the fate of carbon in the ocean.

A Pathway to the Oceans

Whitman College's 3-2 Oceanography
combined program allows students to pair
a liberal arts degree from Whitman with
a research university experience at the
School of Oceanography of the University
of Washington (UW). Students typically
spend their first three years at Whitman
studying either Biology or Geology with a
Pre-Oceanography emphasis. Then they
transfer to UW's Oceanography program
for two years. At the end of the five-year
program, they graduate with both a
Bachelor of Arts from Whitman and a
Bachelor of Science from UW.

A Window Into

the Past: Exploring
Marine History

Whitman College Professor of History
Jakobina Arch has co-authored and published
the book “Early Modern Marine Environments:
A Global History” (Routledge, 2026) with
Jack Bouchard, Assistant Professor of History
at Rutgers University.

The book explores an era of profound
importance for the global ocean—the late
1400s to mid-1900s—focusing on the
changing relationships humans had with
marine environments as cultures around
the world found new ways to use and
manipulate them.
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Whitman surrounds pre-med and pre-health students with a supportive
system of personalized advising, immersive learning and peer support

The path to medical School segins

long before application season—almost
from students’ first steps on campus at
Whitman College.

“The pre-health advising has been really
great,” says Marika Cartier '26, a Biology
major and recent graduate from Redmond,
Washington. “Kimberly Mueller has been
an amazing advisor to me. She’s helped me
so much, walking me through the process
over four years and preparing me to apply
to medical school.”

For students interested in pre-med
and health professions, Mueller directs
Whitman’s Office of Health Professions
Advising and offers one-on-one support
to help students prepare to apply to
medical school, dental school, veterinary
school and other postgraduate programs.

A doctor in the making. Through advising,
internships, volunteering and clubs, recent
graduate Marika Cartier's four years at Whitman
prepared her to take the next steps toward her
goal of a career in pediatric medicine.

28 / WHITMAN MAGAZINE

Through a combination of courses,
internships, volunteer opportunities,
research partnerships, student clubs, and
more, Whitman’s pre-med and pre-health
advising is designed to turn students into
competitive applicants and well-rounded
healthcare professionals.

A Four-Year Roadmap

From their first year, pre-health students
are encouraged to think ahead in their
professional journey, attending a Health
Professions Orientation during Opening
Week and connecting with the Office

of Health Professions Advising to start
mapping out a four-year plan.

First-year students can kick off
their career planning through a Health
Professions I course (IDSC-131) taught by
Mueller. The course helps students explore
the range of healthcare professions and
home in on their potential career interests—
based on their own strengths and what
the demands, timelines and workforce
projections are for the profession.

The course helps students design a
four-year roadmap to success in their field,
including a detailed course plan.

“That has been so helpful to me,” Cartier
says. “When I took the class, I said, “Wow,
this is a lot of work.” But four years later, I'm
very thankful that I did it.”

The course also covers core compe-
tencies, a set of nonacademic skills that
health profession schools use to gauge an
applicant’s potential for success in the field,
including things like cultural awareness,
empathy and community engagement. This
early exposure helps students design a plan
that will grow them into well-rounded,

A passion for pediatrics. Marika Cartier '26 removes a child's cast during her internship at Lighthouse Pediatrics.

holistic applicants, with experiences
that demonstrate those qualities before

they apply.

Finding Strength in Community
Through Whitman’s variety of health-
related clubs, pre-med and pre-health

The pre-health advising has heen really great ...
walking me through the process over four years
and preparing me to apply to medical school.”

—MARIKA CARTIER '26

students can find community, hands-on
skill building, volunteer experience,
networking opportunities and insight into
future careers.

Cartier was President of the Pre-Health
Society, which acts as an unofficial peer
support system for students following the
pre-med track.

“I've leaned into my friends in the club to
see what classes to take or what to do during
summer,” she says. “They pushed me to go
do research and see if I like it. It’s been nice
to be able to bounce ideas off each other and
lean on those people.”

Because the pre-med track can be chal-
lenging, “We want to create a supportive
community where we can go through this
together,” Cartier says.

The club also organizes events like
a suture clinic with local doctors and
networking dinners with alumni.
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Hands-on skill building. Whitman'’s Pre-Health Society hosts an annual Suture Clinic, where students
connect with alumni in medicine and start practicing their suture skills.

Another club, the Minority Association
of Pre-Medical Students (MAPS), was
created to foster a sense of community
among minority students interested in
healthcare and to provide its members
with the knowledge, skills and experiences
needed to achieve their career aspirations.

“When I first joined MAPS, that pres-
ence felt different than all the pre-health
clubs here on campus,” says MAPS’
President Gimena Macias Gonzalez 28.
“It made me feel safe and reassured me
that many minority students are just as
passionate about pursuing medicine and
that I wasn’t alone on this journey. MAPS
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wants to support students whenever they
need it, no exceptions.”

The clubs’ events gravitate around
learning and community building with
guest speakers and topics suggested by the
Student National Medical Association.

Notable past events include a session
where students made cell plushies to
raise awareness about sickle cell disease
and a suturing workshop using bananas
for practice.

“We wanted to offer these events so
students can gain hands-on experience,
learn about important health issues and feel
more confident exploring their interests in

medicine while receiving the support they
need,” says Macias Gonzales.

MAPS also takes its health advocacy off
campus. In Fall 2026, the club is planning
a drug take-back initiative in partnership
with Blue Mountain Heart to Heart, the
Drug Enforcement Administration and
Whitman Security to collect outdated and
unused prescriptions from the community.

Student clubs are also a way to gain
firsthand experience in healthcare settings.
Whitman First Responders, for instance,
works with Whitman Security to provide
first aid during emergencies (like the one on
page 32) and hosts pop-up first aid trainings
and health fairs throughout the year.

Meanwhile, the SOS Volunteer Club
provides helping hands for a free nonprofit
healthcare clinic in nearby College Place. As
a club member, Cartier was able to shadow
the clinic’s physician, gaining insight into
doctor-patient relationships and the daily
realities of medical practice.

Building Real-World Experience

Whitman pre-med and pre-health students
also build their clinical experience through
internships and volunteer experiences.

During the school year, Cartier volun-
teered at Providence St. Mary Medical
Center in Walla Walla, where she rounded
through the emergency room, surgical
unit and intensive care unit, checking on
patients and providing comfort care.

The rotations helped solidify her interest
in pediatrics. “I don’t think I could do ER
medicine, but I have a lot of respect for
those who do,” she says.

The Whitman Internship Grant (WIG)
supports 90-plus paid internships every
year that help students secure hands-on
experiences at top-tier organizations
around the country and world.

The summer before her junior year,
Cartier interned at Seattle Children’s
Research Institute, the research branch
of the top children’s hospital in the Pacific
Northwest, thanks to a WIG. She worked
as a Research Assistant in the Majesky Lab
at the Center for Developmental Biology
and Regenerative Medicine, investigating
the genetics of congenital heart diseases,
where several lab techniques she learned at
Whitman proved valuable.

With her second WIG the following
year, Cartier interned at Lighthouse
Pediatrics in Issaquah, Washington. While
shadowing pediatric healthcare profes-
sionals and rotating through different
departments of the clinic, Cartier gained
key insights into pediatrics and medicine.

“I got to see the behind-the-scenes of
a private practice, the business side,
how the clinic interacts with the state
health department, vaccines, commu-
nity engagement,” she says. “All of the
moving parts that you don’t really think of
without that hands-on experience when
you're in the middle of all your pre-med
preparations.”

Reflecting on both internships, Cartier
says, “I wouldn’t have been able to do them
without the grant, so I am very grateful
for the WIG.”

In addition to WIG-funded internships,
Whitman’s partnerships with prestigious
institutions create even more opportunities
for pre-health students. Each summer, one
or two Whitman students are selected to
spend 10 weeks at a Mayo Clinic laboratory
through the Mayo Summer Undergraduate
Research Fellowship (SURF), where
they help conduct research spanning
neuroscience, immunology, biomedical
engineering, virology and other fields.
Fellows gain hands-on research experience
alongside mentorship, weekly seminars and
a close community of fellow SURF students.

Whitman also partners with Seattle’s
Fred Hutch Cancer Center, sending
two students each summer into its nine-
week Summer Undergraduate Research
Program (SURP). Past participants have
contributed to research on HIV, universal
influenza vaccines, cancer immunotherapy
and disparities in cancer treatment.

[MAPS] made me feel safe and reassured me that

many minority students are just as passionate
about pursuing medicine and that | wasn't alone

on this journey.”

—GIMENA MACIAS GONZALEZ '28 ON WHITMAN'S MINORITY ASSOCIATION OF PRE-MEDICAL STUDENTS

‘Application Boot Camp’

Rounding out the four-year plan for
pre-med and pre-dental students is another
course, Health Professions IT IDSC-331),
which Cartier describes as “an application
boot camp.”

Taught by Mueller, the course is usually
taken during the same year students are
applying to medical or dental school, and
every assignment feeds directly into their
application.

By the time they finish, students have
written and refined the core components of
their application and learned about essential
topics like financial aid, choosing a medical
school and what to expect in residency.

They are also connected to Whitman’s
Health Professions Advisory Committee, a
panel of faculty and staff, chaired by Mueller,
who review students’ application materials

Internships that matter. Left: Thanks to a Whitman Internship Grant (WIG), Biology major
Cole Kreber '26 (left) spent a summer shadowing two orthopedic surgeons in South Dakota,
including Scott Franssen, D.0. (right). Right: Meanwhile, Brain, Behavior and Cognition major
Ava Northrop '25 used her WIG to do Alzheimer's research at the University of Utah.

-

and conduct mock medical and dental school
interviews, giving students a rare chance

to rehearse one of the most high-stakes
conversations of their professional journey.

Mueller offers support beyond gradua-
tion as well, so that students, like Cartier,
who is taking a gap year to apply to medical
school, can access her advice and feedback
when the time is right.

With a Philosophy minor, Cartier appre-
ciates Whitman’s liberal arts approach to
pre-med. “Being here allowed me to explore
both hard sciences and also dig into philos-
ophy and humanities and see how they
connect together.”

She’s glad she chose Whitman. “I wanted
a smaller school. I wanted to be close to
professors. I wanted to be able to know
my peers, and I feel like Whitman was just
exactly that,” she says. ()

Expanding horizons. This fall, Whitman
is launching a new Public Health
concentration. Hear from the program’s
new professor on page 34.
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Linked for Life

How three Whitman students saved the life of a beloved professor

BY MONICA HERNANDEZ WILLIAMS

Mllrﬂ thﬂll d !Iﬂal' after experiencing

cardiac arrest on Whitman’s campus,
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics and
Statistics Pat Keef has a renewed sense of
routine and gratitude. More than anything,
he’s happy to be alive.

“Life is fairly back to normal. I continue
to work out, go skiing, travel and work on
my scholarship,” he says. “But without
those three students acting as quickly and
thoughtfully as they did, I'd be dead.”

On March 2, 2025, Keef collapsed
while using his favorite rower at the
Baker Ferguson Fitness Center—exactly
one week before his 70th birthday.
Fortunately, three students trained in
first aid were in the room and sprang
into action.

Now, they hope to encourage others
to learn how to respond in an emergency
situation.

‘They Did Everything Right’

Ella Shigo "27 didn’t run in the same circles
as cross country runners Riley Cooper 26
and Jackson Garrison "28.

As arecent transfer student, Shigo
was still getting to know campus when
her friend invited her to an impromptu
weekend workout in the fitness center.
While standing near the weight rack,
something caught her eye.

“Through the mirrors, I saw him gasp and
then slump down,” she says. “As soon as he
hit the ground, I dropped my weights and
ran over to begin CPR. Somehow, I was able
to remain calm.”
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So did Garrison. “We totally had tunnel
vision,” he says. “We locked eyes and knew
exactly what we had to do.”

Cooper also took initiative. “I don’t even
remember dialing 911,” she says. “At some
point, I did, and I remained on the line
until the ambulance arrived. I don’t know
how long it took, but in that moment, it felt
like forever.”

Keef was in cardiac arrest, and it took
11 minutes for paramedics to arrive.

“The doctors told us that if the students
had waited for the ambulance to arrive,
Pat wouldn’t be here today. Every second
counts,” says Keef’s wife, Nancy Mitchell,
who retired as Whitman’s Director of
Alumni Relations.

“They did everything right.”

Better To Be Prepared

Keef was eventually flown to nearby
Richland, Washington, for treatment, where
he received an implantable cardioverter
defibrillator (ICD). It regulates his heart like
a pacemaker, and if his heart stops again,
the ICD will deliver a shock to restart it.

“Everyone on Whitman’s campus should
learn CPR, know how to use an AED
[automated external defibrillator] and
know where the closest one is located,”
Keef says.

Luckily for him, Shigo, Garrison and
Cooper were in the room.

Cooper, an English and Film and Media
Studies double major from Denver, took a
babysitting course that covered emergen-
cies when she was 13. Meanwhile, Shigo
and Garrison each became certified in CPR
and first aid in high school and continue to
renew their training regularly, along with
wilderness first responder training.

“I have always loved helping people,”
says Shigo, a Psychology major from
Seattle. “So the summer before coming
to Whitman, I took a wilderness survival
course and renewed my CPR certification.
Ididn’t think I'd ever use it in real life.”

Garrison, a Physics major from
Minneapolis, had also always been
eager to learn.

“I'm pre-med, so everything medical
interests me,” he says. “I was fresh off the
wilderness training, so as soon as [ heard

The doctors told us that if the students had
waited for the amhulance to arrive, Pat
wouldn't be here today. Every second counts.”

—NANCY MITCHELL
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Honoring the lifesavers. From left: Nancy Mitchell, Ella Shigo '27, Riley Cooper 26,
Pat Keef, Jackson Garrison '28 and Director of Athletics Kim Chandler celebrated the
lifesaving events of March 2, 2025, at a Whitman Blues Celebration of Champions

following Keef's recovery.

what they call the death rattle, I knew I
only had seconds to act.”

A Gall for First Responders

Following the incident, Garrison joined
the newly formed, student-led Whitman
College First Responders club.

Alongside Whitman’s Security team,
nearly 50 club members respond to calls all
across campus. Students assess the situa-
tion and offer first aid. Security staff, who
are all CPR- and AED-certified, can take
over as needed. While on patrol, Security
staff also carry a bag of medical supplies—
including a portable AED.

Club members are expanding their efforts
to raise awareness of the importance of first
aid skills. “We are currently working on an
initiative to offer accessible CPR, AED and
other medical training to all students, staff
and faculty at Whitman,” says Garrison.

Outside of his work with the First
Responders, Garrison is preparing for
medical school. Shigo plans to pursue
a career in marketing. And Cooper
plans to pursue veterinary school after
graduation but will first conduct research
across the globe as a Thomas J. Watson
Fellow, investigating human dependency
on working animals employed for labor,
survival and companionship. (Read more
on page 4.)

A Connection Beyond the Crisis

Shigo, Garrison and Cooper were honored
at a Whitman Blues Celebration of
Champions following Keef’s recovery.
Since then, the five of them have stayed

connected. Keef and Mitchell host get-
togethers and send periodic updates.

“I owe my extra years of life to them and
their very quick thinking,” Keef says.

Lifesaving Training

Following Pat Keef's recovery, his wife,
Nancy Mitchell, knew she wanted to
be ready if it happened again.

“I promised myself that | would
learn CPR and how to use an AED,”
she says. "So a few weeks ago, |
did just that. | invited my friends to
join me and we took it together at
the YMCA."

She encourages everyone to seek
out a course near them.

The American Red Cross offers
AED, CPR, First Aid, Babysitting, Child
Care and other trainings online and
in-person.

Whitman College's Outdoor
Program also offers multiple
Wilderness First Aid and Wilderness
First Responder courses every spring.
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More Than Medicine

For Whitman's new Professor of Public Health, understanding
communities is key to improving health equity and outcomes

BY MEILEE D. BRIDGES

PUBLIC HEALTH touches nearly every
moment of our daily experience, yet most

of us take it for granted. But without clean
water, food safety, well-lit sidewalks and
seatbelt laws, how much shorter and less safe
would our lives be?

“When people think about public health,
they think about medicine,” says Jennifer Kue,
Whitman College’s first Professor of Public
Health, who will help launch a new Public
Health concentration this fall. And medicine
is part of it. “But the field really encompasses

the strategies and policies we put into
practice to prevent illness and improve and
protect the health of all communities.”

In the United States, such interventions
have lengthened lifespans by more than
30 years. More recently, the rapid develop-
ment and distribution of vaccines during the
COVID-19 pandemic underscored the field’s
crucial role.

“That’s public health at its finest: putting
the interests and safety of the population
first,” Kue says.

A HOLISTIC VIEW OF HEALTH

To her new role at Whitman, Kue brings
decades of experience in advancing health
equity, promoting community health, and
planning and evaluating programs. But
she didn’t set out to research and teach
public health.

Majoring in Anthropology and Visual
Communication at the University of Idaho,
Kue dreamed of writing for National
Geographic. But when working in televi-
sion news convinced her that media wasn’t
the right fit, she pursued a master’s degree
in Anthropology from San Diego State
University, with the goal of working with
refugees and immigrants.

“My family and I are refugees,” Kue
explains, “and I really wanted to help others
like us because that experience taught me the
barriers people face—and the sacrifices they
make—just to access everyday needs.”

instance, has revealed an erosion of public
trust in science. “As practitioners and policy-
makers, we need to better communicate how
safe these measures are and why they’re
needed,” Kue says.

The spread of health myths online poses
yet another hurdle. “So many people are
getting misinformation from the internet,
from TikTok,” Kue observes. “We need
to use those same influencer strategies to
combat that.”

BRIGHT PROSPECTS

Despite these pressures, Kue remains
optimistic for the field. She especially loves
mentoring students.

“This next generation of public health
leaders gives me hope,” she says.

“They’re bringing their diverse life experi-
ences and an interdisciplinary lens. We just

“This next generation of public
health leaders gives me hope.”

—JENNIFER KUE, Professor of Public Health

Kue went on to earn her doctorate from
Oregon State University, focusing on health
disparities among underserved popula-
tions, and she has since taught at Ohio State
University and University of South Florida.

Beyond her education, it’s her life experi-
ences that inform and influence her teaching
and research. To design effective health
interventions, “you really have to look at the
person as a whole,” Kue says.

That means considering people’s circum-
stances and how individuals are influenced
by their community’s thinking about
health and sickness—including who they
trust and how past experiences shape
their responses.

BUILDING EQUITY,
TRUST & AWARENESS

For Kue, one of public health’s most pressing
challenges is shifting focus from responding
to disease to preventing it. “So we have to
address those social determinants of health:
affordable housing, safe neighborhoods,
access to healthy food and income,” she says.
Another urgent need is rebuilding confi-
dence. Recent skepticism about vaccines, for

have to give them tools and guidance so they
can go make a difference.”

She believes the liberal arts and
Whitman’s broad and global-minded
approach to learning creates a great setting
for these future professionals. The most
important competency they’ll need, she says,
is the ability to understand communities and
individuals holistically.

“People don’t make health decisions in a
vacuum,” she adds. “They make them based
on their families’ needs, financial situations
and belief systems.”

Learning how to communicate clearly,
collaborate across sectors and think critically
about programs will also prepare Public
Health graduates for careers ranging from
workplace wellness and urban planning to
nonprofit work and civil service.

Looking ahead, Kue hopes to grow the
new Public Health program and make
Whitman a top destination for students
interested in public health careers.

“Building a long-lasting program
with a reputation for excellence from
the ground up with a great team of inter-
disciplinary faculty—that’s really exciting
to me,” she says.

Whitties Making
a Difference

Meet a few of the Whitman alums making
valuable contributions in the field of public
health today:

Paige Organick-Lee "17
Operations and Policy
Analyst, Oregon
Department of Human
Services

On what gives her
hope: "In this country’s
history, the U.S. has experienced periods of
phenomenal expansion of public health policies,
funding and program development, and |
believe we can get there again.”

Tessa Fairfortune '11

Viral Hepatitis
Epidemiologist,

Washington State ‘
Department of Health A

On what’s meaningful
about her work: "My work
affects people in a foundational way—it helps
people live longer, healthier and fuller lives.”

Gaurav Garg '04
Associate Director,
Global Health, IQVIA

On the liberal arts:

“The liberal arts
education at Whitman got
me to think laterally about
challenges, develop a more holistic view about
topics and open up to academic areas that
were new to me.”

Jane Strachan '95
Emergency Specialist,
UNICEF

On how Whitman
prepared her:
"Whitman provided a
strong foundation in
critical thinking, analysis, and writing and
communication skills, while fostering my
curiosity and the ability to approach complex
challenges with confidence and creativity."”

Meet more amazing Whitties. Hear more from
these and other alumni working in public health
at whitman.edu/magazine.
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WHITMAN ATHLETICS

Blues Score Big
on Leadership

When teams go beyond tactics and empower leaders

BY PAM MOORE

EACH TIME A WHITMAN COLLEGE women’s
soccer or volleyball player notices a team-
mate demonstrating one of the team’s core
values, they write it down and drop the note
in a box. Periodically, the team reads the
messages aloud, giving them to the recipi-
ents to take home.

“It’s a feel-good practice that gives players
a chance to acknowledge each other and
reinforce the behaviors that make the team
successful,” says Matt Helm, Head Women’s
Volleyball Coach and Senior Lecturer of
Sport Studies.

Like natural talents, every athlete brings
different strengths to their leadership style.
To help student-athletes identify their own
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and put them into action, several Whitman
coaches have partnered with Captain’s
University. The program, designed to
empower women leaders through leadership
style assessments and training in commu-
nication and confidence, has helped develop
leadership skills across entire teams.

Since partnering with Captain’s
University, “Athletes are just more willing to
initiate and engage in situations they might
normally shy away from,” says Michelle
Voiland, Head Women’s Soccer Coach and
Lecturer of Sport Studies. That boldness will
serve them far beyond Whitman. “These
students—whether they become executives,
lawyers, doctors, entrepreneurs—will

draw on the skills they’re learning through
athletics for a lifetime,” she says.

THE DRILL: PUMP UP PEERS

The best teams uplift each other. For the
Blues, small rituals, intentional training,
and a culture built on accountability
and connection have been a winning
combination.

For example, the women’s soccer
team relies on “Blues Buddies” to build
confidence and camaraderie. Before compe-
tition weekends, players draw names and
write a “pump-up letter” to that teammate.
“Everybody gets multiple letters throughout
the season telling them how special they
are, which is really powerful,” says Voiland.

They may not be on the team stat sheets
as goals scored or games won, but these acts
are meaningful. They build a caring culture
in ways that can’t be calculated.

Women’s soccer team captain Anika
Patel 26, a Computer Science major from
Bellevue, Washington, says it’s about the
little things. “I learned that leadership
shows up in small moments, such as how
you support a teammate after a mistake
or how you respond to adversity during a
tough practice or game.”

THE DRILL: PRACTICE LEADING

“The idea that good leaders are born, not
made, is a myth,” says Voiland. “Everyone
can be a leader.”

Helm agrees. “Every student at Whitman
was in the top 10% of their high school
class and has held formal leadership roles,”
he says. For some, the transition to college
athletics can be challenging as they navigate
a new dynamic, but it’s also an opportunity
to learn and grow as a Blue.

For Helm and Voiland, that starts with
expecting student-athletes to show up at
their best—showing respect to teammates,
taking on unglamorous tasks when no one’s
watching, and bringing their best effort to
every drill, scrimmage and competition.
When a player isn’t meeting those standards,
it becomes a learning moment, says Voiland.

THE DRILL: LISTEN TO UNDERSTAND

Leadership doesn’t always look like offering
direction or delivering pep talks. It can also
look like listening.

“For young adults ... who are trying
to figure out who they are and where
they fit in, conflict resolution can be

especially challenging,” says Voiland.

But with training and practice, Whitman
student-athletes learn to navigate difficult
conversations with a focus on moving the
team forward rather than being right.

“‘Listen to understand’ is a principle we
learned from Captain’s University that we
come back to all the time,” says Helm. That
means approaching conversations with
curiosity instead of judgment, respecting
different perspectives, and replacing “but”
with “and.”

Together, these practices help resolve
issues before resentment builds and give
student-athletes the foundational skills
to lead effectively in whatever paths they
pursue beyond Whitman.

For women’s volleyball team captain
Jamie Bartok 26, a Psychology major from
Clearlake, Washington, the leadership expe-
rience was an inspiration.

“As a team captain, being involved in
the team’s behind-the-scenes operations
helped me realize my passion is coaching—
which means having the opportunity to
help athletes grow not just as players but
as people,” she says. She hopes to build a
career as a volleyball coach. &3

3 Leadership
Lessons for Life

Whether you're an athlete or not, Head
Coaches Matt Helm and Michelle Voiland
say these leadership lessons are winning
strategies.

1. Get comfortable with being
uncomfortable. Real growth requires
stepping out of your comfort zone. “When
you're faced with the toughest challenges,
that's where you grow, so run toward them,”
Helm says.

2. Invest in relationships. When you
prioritize people over performance, you
build trust. That makes hard conversations
easier—and more productive, Helm says.
It pays to invest in relationships and really
getting to know your teammates.

3. Own your mistakes. “Nobody is perfect.
As a leader, you will make mistakes. Own
them,” says Voiland. While it may feel
uncomfortable, taking accountability builds
trust and strengthens relationships.

“Since starting at
Whitman, I have grown
more confident in

my ability to lead by
example and speak up

when it matters.t

—ANIKA PATEL ‘26,
WOMEN'S SOCCER TEAM CAPTAIN
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Honoring Outstanding Whitties

Announcing the 2026 Alumni Association Recognition Awards

EACH YEAR, THE WHITMAN COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION recognizes alumni and faculty who
exemplify outstanding achievement in their careers, communities or service to Whitman. Honorees
are selected by the Alumni Board of Directors. With careers spanning social work, the arts and
journalism—alongside a deep commitment to the Whitman community—these Whitties truly

make a difference.

LINDA KING
BREWER '66
Alumna of Merit

Recognizing alumni who
have achieved distinction in
their chosen field or rendered
outstanding service to their
community or to Whitman.

In addition to her life’s

work as a social worker, teacher and psycho-
therapist, Linda King Brewer has been a lifetime
supporter of Whitman.

A Sociology major, Brewer was a member
of the Alpha Phi sorority and wrote for the
student newspaper. She holds a Master of
Social Work from Catholic University and a
Doctor of Education in Counseling Psychology
from the University of San Francisco. Prior
to her retirement, she taught at San Francisco
State University in the School of Social Work
for 20 years and had a private practice as a
psychotherapist.

Over the years, Brewer has stayed close to
Whitman, participating in many alumni trips
and serving on the Alumni Association Board.
In 2011, she became an Overseer and recently
finished her last term of service to Whitman as a
member of the President’s Advisory Board.
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In 2011, Brewer established the Linda King
Brewer Internship Endowment, which
provides direct support to students for intern-
ships relating to their studies or future career
plans. In 2018, she established the Linda King
Brewer Professorship of Sociology Endowment
to provide annual support for teachers and
scholars in the Sociology Department. And
in 2024, she funded the Linda King Brewer
Theater Scholarship to provide support for
Whitman students with financial need majoring
in Theater.

CHRIS BOTHUN '86
Gordon Scribner Award
for Distinguished Service

Given to an individual who
possesses the ability to inspire
and who has made a major
contribution of volunteer
time and effort to Whitman
over an extended period.

Chris Bothun has been volunteering for
Whitman for more than 35 years. In 1991,

he began his service as the Class 0f 1986
Chair, and he’s been showing up for Whitman
ever since.

He has led class-based activities for his
25th, 30th, 35th and 40th reunions.

A Spanish and French double major at
Whitman, Bothun earned his Master of Urban
Planning at the University of Washington and
has had a successful career in real estate manage-
ment. He currently provides oversight of Swedish
Health Services’ real estate portfolio in Seattle.

Bothun has attended every Volunteer
Summit held on campus, often the first to sign
up, and continues to be an enthusiastic and
hard-working participant. He is the ultimate
Class 0f 1986 cheerleader, writing biannual
letters, hosting All In for Whitman challenges,
participating in Zoom calls and keeping the
class connected.

“Serving as Class Representative is a priv-
ilege and allows me to stay connected with
an institution I wholly support while helping
to provide the same experiences for future
students,” he says.

GILLIAN

FRIEDMAN '16

Pete Reid Award

for Young Alumni

Given to a graduate of the
past 10 years who demon-
strates youthful exuberance

toward their career,
community and Whitman.

Gillian Friedman graduated summa cum laude
with a degree in Race and Ethnic Studies

and a minor in History. After graduation, she
began a career as an investigative reporter for
The Deseret News in Salt Lake City. Her work
earned honors from the Associated Press
Association, the Society for Features Journalism,
the American Jewish Press Association and the
Utah Society of Professional Journalists.

In 2020, Friedman was selected as the David
Carr Fellow at The New York Times, where she
covered the economic effects of the COVID-19
pandemic. While at The Times, she also partic-
ipated in a virtual panel for Whitman students
interested in journalism careers.

Following her fellowship, Friedman pursued
a longstanding interest in the law, earning her
degree from The University of Chicago Law
School. She went on to complete two consecutive
federal judicial clerkships.

Friedman credits Whitman with fostering
her love of learning, intellectual curiosity and
commitment to rigorous inquiry. She remains
deeply grateful to the faculty mentors who chal-
lenged and encouraged her.

JOHN RASMUSSEN 'M
Sally Rodgers Award for
Lifelong Achievement

Recognizing an individual
who graduated over 50 years
ago and whose life exempli-
fies the qualities of a liberal
arts education.

John “Jack” Rasmussen left
Whitman with a bachelor’s degree in Art, but
his education hardly ended there. He went on to
earn a Master of Fine Arts in Painting, master’s
degrees in Anthropology and Arts Management,
and a doctorate in Anthropological Linguistics.

Throughout his career, Rasmussen has been
drawn to innovative and alternative art spaces.
He was the Assistant Director of the Washington
Project for the Arts in Washington, D.C., and
helped conceive and launch Rockville Arts Place
in Maryland. He subsequently led the Maryland
Art Place in Baltimore and the di Rosa Center for
Contemporary Art in Napa, California. He has
been the Director and Curator of the American
University Museum at the Katzen Arts Center in
Washington, D.C., since 2005.

Over the course of his career, Rasmussen
has curated regional, national and international
exhibitions featuring artists from more than
50 countries across six continents.

He also successfully owned and operated the
Jack Rasmussen Gallery in Washington, D.C.,

and continues to maintain an active studio
practice. He is a gifted curator, accomplished
arts administrator, champion of international
cultural exchange, and steadfast advocate for
artists whose work challenges audiences to think
more deeply about the world around them.

MARY RASCHKO
Faculty Award

for Service to the
Alumni Association

Given to a faculty member
whose service to the
Alumni Association helps
strengthen ties between the
college and its alumni.

In her role as Associate Dean for Faculty
Development and Associate Professor of
English, Mary Raschko has a unique insight into
faculty scholarship and travel, which is invalu-
able to scheduling alumni events across the
country and around the world.

Raschko assists in identifying faculty trav-
eling for conferences who might be willing to
stay an extra day to talk to alumni—especially in
locations the alumni office doesn’t visit regularly.

She also helps facilitate the Alumni
Association’s virtual lecture program, which
connects alumni and parents who don’t have
the opportunity to attend in-person events with
virtual presentations by faculty.

Additionally, she helps the alumni office with
its international travel program, suggesting
faculty whose research topics might lend
themselves to immersive visits with alumni in
locations around the world.

Raschko works side by side with Rachna
Sinnott ’93, Senior Director of Grants and
Foundation Relations, to assist faculty in iden-
tifying grant opportunities, and she will work
over the next three years to help administer a
$1.5 million grant from the Mellon Foundation,
focusing on learning experiences that center
Indigeneity, immigration and incarceration
(see page 3).

And earlier this spring, Raschko joined
Development staff and President Sarah Bolton
on the road to speak with alumni and parents
about ways the college is deepening its commit-
ment to immersive and transformative learning
experiences for every student.

Know an outstanding Whittie? Nominate them for
an award at whitman.edu/award-criteria.

Calling All
True-Blue Fans!

Send us your
nominations for the
Athletics Hall of Fame

Know a standout former Whitman
student-athlete, coach, administrator
or Athletics contributor? Nominate
them for the Blues’ highest honor at
whitmanblues.com/nominations.

Left Your Heart
in Walla Walla?

Come back for
Reunion Weekend 2026

SEPTEMBER 24-27

Celebrating the Classes of

2022 - 2021 - 2020 - 2016
2001 - 1997 - 1996 - 1995

1986 - 1971 - 1966 - 1961

and any alum who graduated
more than 50 years ago!

whitman.edu/reunionweekend
reunions@whitman.edu | 509-527-5167
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Designing a Life
Anna Dawson 13 launched a global website design studio
rooted in curiosity and liberal arts thinking

BY MEILEE D. BRIDGES

When Anna Dawson '13 arrived at Whitman College,
she didn't have a long-term career strategy. She simply
majored in subjects she loved: Studio Art and English.
" took some pretty niche classes,” the Seattle native
recalls. "l didn't know how it would all fit together, but
now it just does.”

That instinct to follow her passions has shaped
Dawson'’s career. In 2024, she launched Saint Scout, a
web design and branding studio based in Madrid, Spain.
Her path to entrepreneurship wound through advertising
and a major pivot into user experience (UX) design.

But Dawson says her compass has remained the same:
a liberal arts foundation that taught her how to think
flexibly and creatively.

THRIVING ON RANGE & CHANGE

As a Whittie, Dawson relished courses combining history,
art and literature. After graduation, she worked for global
agencies Stein and Publicis. "Advertising sits at the
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intersection of visual and written communication,” she
explains, "so it felt like a natural next step.” As an art
director and digital designer, she was soon developing
campaigns for brands like T-Mobile and Aflac.

But a desire for change led to a move into UX design,
first for small startups and then for companies like
Shopify and Vista. "UX designers make sure that people
have intuitive, human-centric experiences when using
tech products,” she says. "They package features so
they're usable, polished and pleasant to interact with.
The work pairs visual design with problem-solving.”
And that, she adds, "is where | really found my footing
career-wise."

Whitman prepared her well for both fields. “In
marketing and UX, more than half the battle isn't coming
up with good designs; it's defending your ideas in a
compelling way," she says. In Whitman's small classes,
she got comfortable articulating her thoughts in both
writing and presenting, which has served her well when
pitching to engineers, product managers and clients.

MAKING THE LEAP

In 2022, Dawson spent a life-changing month working
remotely in Madrid. On her last night, she met Enrico
Loriga—a health tech entrepreneur from Sardinia.

The relationship bloomed long-distance, but it also
gave Dawson a reason to fulfill a long-held dream of
living abroad.

Moving to Europe was “magical, but also very compli-
cated,” Dawson says. She loved learning about Madrid's
culture and found community among fellow expats. But
with fewer UX opportunities and no local network, she
realized that building a remote business rooted in her
U.S. connections was her best way forward. “So | made
the leap by starting Saint Scout,” she says, “and | haven't
looked back.”

Today, Dawson helps fellow entrepreneurs trans-
late their missions into authentic, visually compelling
websites. "I love getting immersed in what led a client to
found their business, their why, and what makes them
unique,” she says. "It's a little UX, a little marketing, a
little psychology. | get to draw from everything, and that
really inspires me."

Design your future. Learn Dawson’s advice for crafting
creative careers at whitman.edu/magazine.

1960s

lan Lind '69 was recently
featured in an article in Honolulu
Civil Beat. "A Reporter's Work
Exposing Corruption Has
Helped Shape Hawai'i Public
Policy” covers Lind's longtime
career as an investigative
journalist. The article is available
at civilbeat.org. He and

Meda Chesney-Lind '69

live in Honolulu.

1970s

Bob Sos '74 has moved to the
Scripps Ranch neighborhood
in San Diego and looks forward
to connecting with Whitties

in the area.

1980s

Scott Starratt '81 retired

after almost 35 years with

the U.S. Geological Survey,
studying past environments and
climates using microfossils and
geochemistry. He continues his
research as a scientist emeritus.
Starratt also does volunteer work
in Hawai'i on coastal ecosystem
education and endangered
species research.

Michael Meyers '84 has
published a one-act play,

"Smoke Your Secrets,” in the
literary journal Cirque. The piece
was originally performed as part
of the Portland Fertile Ground
Festival in 2024. He writes plays
and screenplays with guidance
from his dog.

Kirby Gould Mason '86

was recognized as a 2026
Georgia Super Lawyer. Super
Lawyers are selected based
upon peer review, professional
achievements and independent
research. Mason practices
medical malpractice law

for HunterMaclean in
Savannah, Georgia.

2000s

o>

Richard "Rich” Johnson '02
was promoted to partner at Helsell
Fetterman in January 2026.
Johnson is a member of the
Seattle firm's tax law group,

Judy Wheelon Bennett '83 opened a Neapolitan pizza
restaurant in downtown Walla Walla: Fiasco on Main. She
oversees the beverage program; her husband, Tom, is the
executive chef. The next time you're in town, be sure to stop
by for an authentic Italian dining experience paired with one
of Bennett's award-winning cocktails.

Liz Smith '02 crossed the Drake Passage to film research at Palmer Station, one of three U.S.
Antarctic research bases. Smith was awarded the U.S. Antarctica Service Medal by the National
Science Foundation, given to civilians who deploy to an Antarctic research station or vessel and
remain south of 60 degrees for at least 30 days. Above: Smith and Director of Photography
Scott Simper film the Marr Glacier from Amsler Island near Palmer Station, Antarctica. (Photo by

Natasja van Gestel.)

representing businesses and
individuals in disputes with the

Internal Revenue Service and the

Washington State Department
of Revenue. Johnson has been
recognized as a Super Lawyer

since 2011 and as a Best Lawyer

since 2018.

Anna Taft '02 enjoyed
teaching a workshop on
transnational nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) for
Whitman students as an
O'Donnell Visiting Educator.
The students were thoughtful,
engaged and committed. Taft

said it was great to see that
Whitman continues to attract
wonderful students and provide
opportunities for them to learn
about global practice.

2010s

Maggie Ayau "14 graduated

in May with a Master of Arts in
Teaching from the University of
Hawai'i at Hilo. After almost a
decade in the Northwest, Ayau
enjoys living closer to family in
Hilo while teaching high school
English at her alma mater,
Kamehameha Schools.

2020s

Celeste Barry '22 was

awarded the Roy and Lila Ash
Scholarship in Democracy from
the Ash Center for Democratic
Governance and Innovation.
Barry's work examines how felony
disenfranchisement laws threaten
marginalized communities

and undermine democratic
institutions. The scholarship

is awarded to candidates who
demonstrate commitment

and capacity for leadership in
strengthening democracy in the
U.S. and beyond.

Dylan Seidler '20 took her first
trip to the Arctic char monitoring
station in Nain, Nunatsiavut, in
Labrador, Canada. Seidler moved
to Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 2021
and is working to support Inuit
food security by monitoring Arctic
char populations. Seidler earned
a master's degree in Marine
Management in 2022 and is
working toward a doctorate from
Dalhousie University.
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Whitties in the Wild

Whittie Authors
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Nancy Sanford Hughes '64
has independently published
"Out of the Smoke: Cooking
Shouldn't Kill" (2025). The book
chronicles Hughes' founding

of StoveTeam International,

a nonprofit that has provided
safe, fuel-efficient cookstoves
across the developing world

for 20 years. Her work reduces
deforestation and emissions
while preventing life-threatening
burns and respiratory illnesses.

Whitties gathered at Snow Basin, Utah (from left): Tom Henderson '83, Russ Fagg '83,
Peter Lewis '81, Tom Skalley '81, Craig Kelly '83, Leif Ormseth '81, Dan Snare '83 and
John Williams '83. Tom Gustafson '83 also joined but did not ski, as he was preparing for a
bike ride across the United States!

Five Whitties, representing three decades of alumni, met at a P.E.O. Sisterhood event where
retired NASA astronaut Dottie Metcalf-Lindenburger '97 was a featured speaker. Pictured from
left: Jennifer Thompson Prekeges '79, Dorothy Caravias '85, Erika lhinger Bonds '85,
Metcalf-Lindenburger and Laura Jones Hubele '80.

Jill Vanneman '75 has written
a memoir that deals with the
legacy of shame. “The Perfection
Campaign” (She Writes Press,
2026) is part survival story, part
love letter to the messy, magnif-
icent act of becoming yourself.
A memoir for anyone who's ever
B i tried to shrink to fit someone

Amentahru "Tahru"” Wahlrab '97 (left) and Anna Taft '02 (right) else’s definition of "enough’—

caught up at a conference of Concerned Philosophers for Peace at arf:d finally c:]ecu(jjed to take up
Texas State University. the space they deserve.

Tell Us About It! Whether you're just starting your first job, embarking
on a career change or preparing to retire after a fulfilling life's work, we want

to help you share your news with your classmates. To submit your big news,
visit whitman.edu/classnotes.
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Kevin Cochrane '79

released his second book in
the Riding4Beer Chronicles,
"Extradition is for Beginners"”
(Wild Havelina Press, 2026),
which tells the story of his race
around the world to beat the
famous 80-day clock, all by
land. This is a true narrative
of his journey—working for
smugglers crossing Siberia,
traveling by night bus through
Morocco, consorting with
spies in Stockholm and other
adventures—all just to keep
moving west.

Jonathan Potter '87 published
"The Sweet Spot in the Chaos”
(Korrektiv Press, 2025), his
sixth poetry collection. Irish poet
Martin McCarthy acclaimed the
collection as "the real thing—
that rare poetic gem that comes
along only once in decades.”

PASSENGERS

I i,

Mexandar
Maksik

Xander Maksik '95 published
his fifth novel, "Passengers”
(Europa Editions, 2026), about
a father and his estranged
daughter trapped in the Los
Angeles airport during an
unexplained shutdown. It's a
story of loving across gaps and
about what happens when the
outside world finally mirrors the
chaos within.

Anna Monders '99 was
featured in Publishers Weekly as
a Writer to Watch for her debut,
"Tested” (S&S/Aladdin, 2026).
The story follows 14-year-old
Mikayla, an Elite in a world ruth-
lessly divided by genetic class.
Days before the exam that will
secure her future, she uncovers
a secret hidden in her DNA.

| it '
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JOHN FOWLES

Books That
Change Lives

Kelly Cresap '82 lectured in Greece in January 2026
to celebrate the birth centenary of John Fowles,
author of “The Magus,” “The French Lieutenant's
Woman" and, Cresap’s favorite, “Daniel Martin.”

He writes:

My life hasn't quite been the same since | read
Fowles’ 1977 novel “Daniel Martin” at age 23. | saw
it then mostly as a second-chance love story: a man
trying to make new sense of his life in his mid-40s,
after reconnecting with long-estranged friends from
his Oxford student days. The narrative served up God's
plenty in terms of sensual detail, vivid international
settings, atmospheres, ideas, intrigue, humor, superb
use of language, and characters who took on life
beyond the page.

I've reread the novel about every three years since
then. “Daniel Martin” has proven to be a uniquely
renewable resource. My friend and fellow English
major Kelly Riggle Hower ‘82 has been rereading
the novel annually. | met another such devotee in
Greece—a philosophy professor from Romania.

The content of “Daniel Martin” is clear enough on
a first read, though the implications, patterns and
internal links keep emerging, as in a 3D puzzle ora
map that continues expanding. The novel’s inner life,
as one scholar wrote, appears to be limited only by the
degree of attention a reader brings to it.

“Daniel Martin” is nearly 50 years old, yet in some
respects it’s still ahead of its time. | read widely and
have yet to find its equivalent elsewhere. Even if some
aspects are dated, in sensibility and outlook it points
a way ahead. It could serve as a form of sustenance
and empowerment to those looking for a path forward
through our present civic and political woes.

What's a book that has changed your life?
Tell us about it at magazine@whitman.edu with
the subject line "Books That Change Lives,” and we
might share it in a future issue.
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Happily Ever After
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Andrew Davis 18 and Katie Duncan '23

married on Sept. 6, 2025, in Walla Walla. More

than 20 Whitties were in attendance, including
many in the wedding party.

Little Whitties

Lucas Barry "16 married Sukhmani Bal on
June 21, 2025, in Westborough, Massachusetts.

Kaeley Pilichowski '19 wed Jake Hardy on May 10, 2025, at Kualoa
Ranch in Kaneohe, Hawai'i. Whitties in attendance included the
mother of the bride, Amy Larson Pilichowski '83; maid of honor
Juliana Ozur "19; Adyiam Kimbrough '19; Elle Pollock '20; and
Olivia Steinmetz '21.

2\

Felix Shaw, born to Maggie Allen '12 and
Matt Shaw in July 2025.

Finneas Lou Carmody Horvath, born to Jane Carmody '14 and
Phoebe Horvath "14 in November 2025.

Elinor Lucy Rambo, born to Emma Gregoire '19
and Micah Rambo "19 in August 2025.
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In Memoriam

1940s

Evelyn Sherrod Fletcher '44
on Jan. 4, 2026, in Walla Walla.
During her time at Whitman,
Fletcher met her husband,
Eugene, on a blind date. They
married in 1942. After the

war, the family returned to
Fletcher's hometown of Tekoa,
Washington. Fletcher stayed
home raising their children
and managing books for the
family farm. The couple retired
to Walla Walla in 2006 where
Fletcher enjoyed working in the
garden and doing needlework.
She was predeceased by her
husband, two siblings, a son
and a grandson. She was
survived by three children,
including Sherry McConn '74;
10 grandchildren; and

25 great-grandchildren.

Cara "Betty” Davis
Woodworth '45 on Jan. 15,
2026, in Portland, Oregon. After
graduation, Woodworth began
work with the University of
Oregon Medical School while her
husband completed his studies.
The couple moved to San
Francisco, where Woodworth
stayed at home with their three
children. They then returned

to the Portland area, where

she helped as an assistant and
bookkeeper for her husband's
private medical practice.
Woodworth enjoyed traveling,
gardening, walking and bridge
with friends. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, James
Woodworth '43, M.D., and
survived by their three daugh-
ters and several grandchildren.

R. Maryde Fahey King '46 on
Oct. 27, 2025, in Johnstown,
New York. After Whitman, King
earned her master’s degree

in Library Science from the
University of Washington

in 1953. She spent most

of her career working with
General Electric as Manager

of the Whitney Library at the
company'’s research facility. In
retirement, King volunteered
with a local inpatient rehab
center. She also enjoyed
cycling, bird-watching, folk
dancing, opera and wild-
flower photography. King was
predeceased by her husband,
Lawrence; her brother,
Michael Fahey '50; and her
son. She was survived by her
brother, Dennis Fahey '53;
one granddaughter; and

one great-granddaughter.

1950s

Kenneth "Ken"

Tollackson '54, M.D., on

Nov. 30, 2025, in Phoenix.

Dr. Tollackson attended Harvard
Medical School after Whitman,
earning his medical degree in
1958. A decade later, after a tour
of duty with the U.S. Navy, he
established the first allergy and
immunology practice in Phoenix.
Dr. Tollackson worked in the
practice for nearly four decades,
while also serving in leadership
roles with the local Pediatric
Society. After his retirement, he
enjoyed golfing, bird-watching,
gardening and reading

about history. Dr. Tollackson
was survived by his wife of

53 years, Ann; four children;
seven grandchildren; and

three great-grandchildren.

Gabrille "Gabbie"” Jones '55
on Dec. 15, 2025, in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Jones pledged

Phi Mu during college and
remained involved in the
sorority all her life, serving as
officer in several capacities for
the alumnae group. She spent
the majority of her career in
museum education and taught
Sunday school. Jones said her
decades of experience with
First Baptist Church'’s Christian
Education program was one of
the great joys of her life. Jones

Y
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great-grandchildren.

is survived by her beloved cats
and several friends.

Jeannette "Jay"” Jackson
Murphy 55 on Dec. 10,

2025, in Walla Walla. The
daughter of Whitman Dean of
Faculty Dr. Paul Jackson and
Little Theater of Walla Walla
Co-Founder Jeannette Gertrude
Jackson, Murphy spent her

life immersed in the arts. In
addition to Whitman, she
studied art at the University of
Paris, Sorbonne, and displayed
her paintings in galleries

in Paris, Boston, New York

and Seattle. Murphy’s work
was also featured in the City

of Walla Walla's “Onion” outdoor
sculpture project. Murphy was
predeceased by her parents and
her brother, playwright

Nagle Jackson '58. She

was survived by five children,
including Morgan Murphy '89,
and five grandchildren.

Junius Rochester '57 on
Nov. 18, 2025, in Seattle.
Rochester attended American
University, earning his master's
degree in History, followed by
a teaching certificate from the
University of Washington and
the Program for Management
Development from Harvard
Business School. Throughout
his career in international

WHITMAN LEADER | J. Bruce Beckwith '55, M.D., on
Jan. 21,2025, in Missoula, Montana. During his time at Whitman,
Dr. Beckwith met and married Lorna Gourlay '55. The couple
welcomed their first two children while Dr. Beckwith attended
medical school at the University of Washington. It was during this
time he developed an interest in pediatric pathology.
After earning his medical degree in 1958 and a residency
at Los Angeles Children’s Hospital, Dr. Beckwith returned to
Seattle. During his two decades in Seattle, he was instrumental
in research into sudden infant death syndrome, birth defects and
childhood cancer. In 1980, Whitman conferred an honorary Doctor
of Science on Dr. Beckwith for his work in pediatric pathology.
Following the death of his first wife, Dr. Beckwith remarried and worked for a variety of
research institutions and hospitals until his retirement in 1999. He received the Alumnus of Merit
award from the Whitman College Alumni Association in 2006.
Beckwith was predeceased by his wife Lorna. He was survived by his wife Nancy; his
three daughters; numerous grandchildren, including Tristan Contesse '04; and several

business, Rochester maintained
an active interest in history.

He was involved in a variety

of preservation and historical
societies, authored 10 books
and was a regular contributing
columnist for Seattle Weekly.
He continued to write historical
essays for Post Alley until

his passing. Rochester was
predeceased by his sister and
a son. He was survived by his
wife, Joanne; two children; and
three grandchildren.

Lynn Miller '58 on Nov. 6,
2025, in Marana, Arizona.
Miller met his first wife,
Katharine Aird '58, while

at Whitman. They wed
following graduation and had
two children. Miller attended
the University of Southern
California, earning his master's
degree in Public Policy and
Administration in 1966 and his
doctorate in the same in 1970.
Miller taught at Sangamon
State University, worked for the
state of lllinois and managed
Consumer Credit Counseling
Services. A staunch environ-
mental advocate, Miller led
efforts to protect a local
watershed in Christian County,
lllinois, and the development
of the Sangamon Valley and
Interurban community trails.
Miller was predeceased by his

second wife, Andrea. He was
survived by his companion,
Lenora; two brothers; two chil-
dren; and four grandchildren.

Claudia Williams
Miller-Murray '58 on Dec. 14,
2025, in Tumwater, Washington.
Miller-Murray met her first
husband, Louis Miller, while she
attended Whitman. They were
married her sophomore year,
and Miller-Murray left school
while her husband served in
Korea. After several moves,

the couple finally settled in
Olympia, Washington, where
they raised their four children.
After her husband's passing,
Miller-Murray married Peter
Murray. They enjoyed square
dancing and traveling together.
Miller-Murray was predeceased
by her first husband and her
brother, Roger Williams '62.
She was survived by her
second husband, four children,
and numerous grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Frances "Fran"” Owen

Pease '58 on Nov. 25, 2025,

in Tigard, Oregon. Pease left
Whitman to complete her
degree in Sociology at the
University of Washington.

She spent her career as an
office manager for a variety of
companies. Pease worked as an
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accounting manager and claims
analyst for Nike for almost a
decade, finally retiring in 1992.
She was an active runner and

a member of the Portland
Marathon Committee. This
alliance gave her the opportunity
to travel to marathons around the
world. Pease was predeceased by
her parents, including

Frances Penrose Owen '19,
and her brother, Henry Owen '41.

Mark Follett '59 on April 6,
2025, on Bainbridge Island,
Washington. After Whitman,
Follett earned a Bachelor of
Science in Chemistry from
Pacific Lutheran University,
followed by a master’s degree
in Food Science from Oregon
State University and a master's
degree in Water Resource
Engineering from the University
of Washington. He spent the
majority of his career in civil
engineering, working for a
variety of city and county
planning departments. Follett
enjoyed traveling; some of his
favorite trips were spent hiking
in the Dolomites in the Sicilian
Alps or birding in Costa Rica.
Follett was survived by his
wife, Willow; two children; and
numerous grandchildren.

June Drazan Henning '59

on April 1,2025, in Belmont,
California. Henning met

and married her husband,

Paul Henning '59, after
graduation, and the newlyweds
moved to California. After their
children were grown, Henning
began a job as an Information
Specialist in the professional
library at the San Mateo County
Office of Education. She and
her husband enjoyed singing

in choruses together, even
performing at Carnegie Hall in
2005. Henning was survived by
her husband, two children and
two grandchildren.

1960s

Sandra "Sandy” Carley
Varco '60 on Dec. 7, 2025,

46 / WHITMAN MAGAZINE

in Danville, California. During

a sorority conference trip to
Chicago, Varco met her future
husband, Walt. They were
married the winter following
her graduation from Whitman.
Varco remained home with
their children while they were
young, then opened an interior
design business with two other
women. She worked in interior
design for decades, beautifying
homes and businesses in
Alamo, California, until her
retirement in 2018. Varco
loved to travel, visiting all
seven continents—including

a trip to Antarctica at 80 years
of age. She was predeceased
by her husband. She was
survived by two children,
including David Varco '86,
and five grandchildren.

David Priebe '61, D.D.S., on
Oct. 13, 2025, in Wenatchee,
Washington. Dr. Priebe
completed his doctorate

and specialty in pediatric
dentistry at the University of
Washington. After returning
from Army service, he
established his own pediatric
dentistry practice, where he
aimed to provide a positive and
engaging dentist experience
for children. He retired after
25 years in the practice and
pursued his passions for

art, fishing and world travel.
Dr. Priebe was survived by his
wife, Norma; three children;
nine grandchildren; and

one great-grandchild.

Robert "Bob” Forman '63 on
Dec. 5, 2025, in Seattle. While
at Whitman, Forman met his
best friend and future wife,
Diana Tellefsen Forman '64.
They married in 1965 and
built a full life together, rich in
friendships and community.
Forman joined The Seattle
Post-Intelligencer in 1966,
where he worked in a range of
editorial and advertising roles
for a decade. He then worked
in human resources with the
Pacific Maritime Association,

where he remained until his
retirement. The Formans shared
a passion for travel and for their
houseboat on Portage Bay,
where they lived for 40 years.
Forman was predeceased

by his wife.

Diana Tellefsen Forman '64
on Sept. 9, 2025, in Seattle.
Forman was nominated Tau
Kappa Epsilon Sweetheart in
1962, where she met her future
husband, Bob Forman '63.
After a few years teaching
English and earning her master's
degree in Library Science,

she began a 34-year career

at Lakeside School in Seattle.
She worked in a variety of
positions at Lakeside—from
English teacher to Director of
Financial Aid. After retirement,
Forman enjoyed cultivating her
extensive container gardens on
the houseboat she shared with
her husband. She was survived
briefly by her husband.

Paul "Steve" Schaus '68 on
Oct. 21, 2025 in Boise, Idaho.
A 3-2 Engineering student,
Schaus earned a Bachelor

of Arts from Whitman and a
master's degree in engineering
from Columbia University.

He later added a Master of
Business Administration from
George Washington University
in 1976. Schaus managed

WHITMAN LEADER | Thomas “Tom" Oldfield '67 on Jan. 19,
2026, in Tacoma, Washington. After Whitman, Oldfield earned
his law degree at the University of Washington and passed the
bar in 1970. He practiced law in Tacoma for 47 years, a tenure
distinguished by a five-year appointment as the Supervisor of

Banking for the state of Washington.

Shortly before their 20th Reunion, Oldfield married Mary
"Skip"” McNichols '67. The couple shared a love for travel
and frequently joined Whitman alumni trips until McNichols’

passing in 2015.

Beyond his local activism, Oldfield remained a cornerstone
of the Whitman community. He served eight years on the Alumni Association Board, including
two years as Vice President. Additionally, he contributed his expertise to the President’s Advisory
Board (formerly the Board of Overseers) and the Campus Life-Cycle Committee.

An adventurer at heart, Oldfield was a passionate sailor and an avid cross-country cyclist.
He was survived by two children and two step-children, including Casey Fairchild '96.

engineering projects at the
Hanford Nuclear Reservation
before retiring to Boise with

his wife, Ellen, to be near their
grandchildren. An avid volunteer,
he dedicated his retirement to
tutoring. Schaus was survived
by his wife, two children and
two grandchildren.

1970s

Carl LeCompte '72 on

July 12, 2025, in Kennewick,
Washington. After Whitman,
LeCompte earned a master's
degree in Civil and Structural
Engineering from Columbia
University. He began his
career at the Hanford site

in the 1980s before moving
to Phoenix, Arizona, where
he founded LeCompte
Engineering. He returned

to the Tri-Cities in 2009 to
resume work at Hanford.
Outside of engineering, he
enjoyed bowling, fishing and
woodworking. LeCompte was
survived by four siblings and
many nieces and nephews.

Polly Harrison Rae '73 on
Feb. 2, 2026, in Lynden,
Washington. After graduating
from Whitman, Rae launched
her career in elementary

and secondary education.
While teaching at Grantham

Elementary in Clarkston,
Washington, she met her future
husband, Brian, and the couple
married in 1974. Following a
move to Lacey and later Lynden,
Washington, Rae balanced
family life with her passion for
teaching, earning a prestigious
Golden Apple Award nomination
in 2002. Beyond the classroom,
she served the League of
Women Voters and volunteered
for her Whitman 50th Reunion
Committee. Rae was survived
by her husband; two daughters,
including Emily Rae '05; and
two grandchildren.

Sally Mann '74 on Nov. 27,
2025, in Walla Walla. Mann
remained deeply connected to
Whitman, regularly attending
Alumni College and most class
reunions. A dedicated vocalist,
Mann performed with the

St. Paul's Episcopal Church choir
for over 20 years. In 1990, she
joined the Walla Walla Symphony
Chorale to sing at Carnegie

Hall in New York. Mann was
predeceased by her parents,
including Wallace Mann '53.

Kelvin Spillman 76 on Aug. 6,
2025, in Denver, Colorado. After
Whitman, Spillman returned

to Colorado where he worked
for Xcel Energy and in safety
services for Border States
Electric. He often shared his

insights and experiences on how
to navigate the corporate world
with his colleagues.

Paige Posa McCormick '77

on Oct. 22, 2025, in Eastsound,
Washington. After Whitman,
McCormick studied French

at the University of Hawai'i,
Manoa. She initially worked for
several aeronautical engineering
firms before joining Boeing as
an Analyst and Engineering
Administrative Manager.

Later, McCormick partnered
with her husband at their
aviation consulting firm. She
was survived by her husband,
Frank; former husband,
Michael Benson '77; two chil-
dren, Halley McCormick 15
and Aidan McCormick '17; and
a step-daughter.

1980s

Karen Nesseth Ripley '86
on Aug. 6, 2025, in Portland,
Oregon. After graduation,
Ripley taught in Xi'an, China,
for three years before earning
a master's degree in Forest
Science from the University
of Washington in 1993. She
then joined the Washington
Department of Natural
Resources, serving 22 years
as an entomologist. Ripley
collaborated with Washington
and Oregon agricultural and
forestry departments to
suppress regional insect threats.
She also assisted the Mongolian
forestry program in Asia as
part of the Forest Service
International Program. Ripley
was survived by her husband
and two children.

2000s

Natalie Phelps '04 on Nov. 10,
2025, on Bainbridge Island,
Washington. Phelps earned

a Master of Education at the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, where she received
a Foreign Language Area
Studies Fellowship to study
Arabic and Middle Eastern
Studies. Throughout the
2000s, Phelps taught in Italy,
Jordan, Egypt and Qatar before
returning to the U.S. to teach
within the Bainbridge Island
School District. Following a
2020 Stage 4 cancer diagnosis,
Phelps became a prominent
advocate for colon cancer
awareness and founded the
annual Seattle Walk to End Colon
Cancer. Phelps was predeceased
by her parents, including
Alexis Grim Phelps '71. She

was survived by her husband;
two children; and extended
family, including her aunt
Gwendolyn Grim Johnson '72.

2010s

Margaret "Maggie” Gose '17
on Jan. 4, 2026, in Seattle.
Gose met her husband,

Joe Zimmer "18, while at
Whitman. They married in the
spring of 2025. After Whitman,
Gose worked in Seattle’s biotech
sector, helping to develop cancer
treatments and pioneer new
therapies for Type 1 diabetes.
She was a voracious reader and
always trying new hobbies. Gose
loved spending time exploring
nature by foot, paddleboard,
canoe and skis. She was
survived by her husband, her
parents, and her twin sister,
Chloe Gose '17.

2020s

Nicholas “Nick" Notte '23 on
Feb. 11, 2026, in Gloucester,
Massachusetts. Notte was a
member of Beta Theta Pi and
graduated with his Bachelor of
Arts in Philosophy. He attended
Vanderbilt University Law
School. From a young age,
Notte was active in sports and
engaged in social justice causes.
This passion carried through
his time at Whitman, where he
worked hard to get into law
school. Notte enjoyed running
and playing strategy games
with friends and family and had
a strong affinity for animals.

He is survived by his parents,
two siblings, aunts, uncles and
extended family.
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Give a Whittie
the world.
Give the world

Eyes on
Science rooftop, using the Skies a Whittie.
ion 8-inch Newtonian The rooftop of Whitman College's

Hall of Science has given generations
of students a spectacular

vantage point for witnessing

some of nature's most inspiring
astronomical phenomena.

Your gifts provide a vibrant campus
community where the best and brightest
thrive. Your support creates funding for
scholarships, student-faculty research,
internships, academic programs and all
the amazing experiences that make a
Whitman education like no other.

With your gift, today's Whitties can
become tomorrow’s innovators and
leaders, ready to bring their skills,
passion and humanity to the world
around them. Please make your
gift today.

Marika Cartier '26 found support to learn and grow
at Whitman as she pursues her dream of a career in
pediatric medicine. See page 28 to read more about
how pre-med students like Marika thrive at Whitman.

Feb. 26. A group of

Whitties waits on the - A
rooftop on a rainy _ : p:-:-?,-ﬂ?'

winter day hoping for !.

a break i.n the clouds _"J’: y

to experience a total

solar eclipse. ¥ L
| i
P

give.whitman.edu « 509-527-5189 WHITMAN COLLEGE

48 / WHITMAN MAGAZINE


https://give.whitman.edu
tel:5095275189
https://go.whitman.edu/register/give-now?sys:gift:appeal_key=fy27mag

Periodicals

‘ Postage
) WHITMAN COLLEGE PAID
345 Boyer Avenue USPS
Walla Walla WA 99362 968620
® MIX
Paper
To notify us of an address change, email addrchg@whitman.edu. FSC FSC®C014956

>] A Home for the Arts at Whitman

il

WHERE CREATIVITY AND EXPLORATION THRIVE. The Fouts Center for Visual Arts is more than an art building—it's a creative home where
students can flex their imaginations, get hands-on experience with a variety of media and learn from practicing artists. With dedicated spaces for
painting, ceramics, sculpture, printmaking, photography and more, as well as senior studios where Art majors can develop their senior thesis work,
it's a testament to Whitman's belief that the visual arts are an essential part of a liberal arts education. Tour the Fouts Center for Visual Arts at

whitman.edu/magazine. (Above: Computer Science major TaLeya Maiden '26, from Pasco, Washington, works on her piece for Beginning Sculpture.)
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