New Ideas for Program Promotion
***ACUI (Association of College Unions International) Workshop, March 2008***
What you need to know to start 




Standard Promotion
1. Project Purpose: What are you promoting?


Posters





2. Audience: Whom are you trying to reach?


Flyers





3. Message: What do you want them to do (action)

Handbills




4. Budget: How much money or time can you spend?

Ads in newspaper



5. Timeline: When do you need the final product?

Facebook Flyers



Facebook groups

Email blasts

Targeted emails

Chalking

Campus calendar

Sandwich boards

Table tents

Ideas beyond the standard:
1. Paint designs on windows

2. Coffee cup stickers

3. Custom branded lip balm

4. All Stars: public list of frequent users, place stars for each visit and pictures next to their name

5. Use scrap building material for awards, gives the students connection to their campus after they have left
6. Use student paper’s blog to talk about events
7. Street Team: students who chalk, poster and wear costumes go around campus to promote events
8. Silicone or rubber band bracelets with dates of events

9. Weekly gifts for listserv uses (free ticket to events, t-shirt) to keep people reading the notices
10.  Academic tie-in to promote event and speakers in related fields (example: If you are showing “Charlie Wilson’s War” make sure the political science and history professors know about it.)
11.  Bus Riders: students ride bus routes and talk about events

12.  Sponsorships for final’s week breakfast (example: Red Bull Breakfast)
13. “Crawl” (or “ticker”) messages on ATM machines
14.  Kiosk for posters, three sided each side holds only one 18”x 24” poster)
15. One-stop-promotion (one place where students can register event information and it will generate and send out a press release, add event to campus calendar, create a Facebook flyer and add to campus event listserv)

16.  Magnets for metal tables rather than table tents

17.  When sending out mass emails, give a cash (or prize) incentive to the 15th and 30th email reply (allows you to track how many read the email)
18.  Gobo light projections
19.  Floor “Peelies,” advertising that sticks to the floor
20.  Flyers taped to the top of pizza boxes
21.  You Tube video

22.  Shuttle bus interior and exterior advertising
23.  Cardboard cartoon cutouts (like Simpson’s) holding event information
24.  Costumes for students who walk around campus handing out flyers (rent or make costumes that relate to the event)
25.  Mozes text messaging service (mozes.com)

26.  Students walking around campus with a sandwich board

27.  Temporary tattoos

28.  Market in “waves” to generate buzz
29.  Blinking bike lights
