Eunice L. Blavascunas, Ph.D.

+01 509 527 5296 345 Boyer Ave., Walla Walla, WA 99362 USA blavasel@whitman.edu

Current Appointment

Since 2015  Associate Professor of Anthropology and Environmental Studies.
Whitman College, Walla Walla, Washington.

Fellowships, Grants, and Awards

2025 Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society-Landhaus
Fellowship. Munich, Germany.

2024 American Council of Learned Societies: Summer Institute for the
Study of East, Central and Southeastern Europe. Blagoevgrad
Bulgaria.

2021-2023 Andrew F. Mellon Foundation 2021-2023-role: Pl for Whitman
College. Subaward. $4.52mil. Pacific Northwest Just Futures
Initiative for Racial and Climate Justice.

2020-2023 NSF grant 2020-2021- role: Pl for Whitman College. subaward.
$1.077mil. Improving Undergraduate STEM Education. Next
Generation Concept Inventory.

2013 Cornell University Summer Institute on Contested Landscapes.

2012 Switzer Environmental Leadership Grantee.

2011 CEC Artslink Grant.

2010 National Council of East European and Eurasian Research Fellowship.
2005 Fulbright Hays Doctoral Fellowship.

2005 Switzer Foundation Environmental Leadership Fellowship.

Teaching Appointments
2023 Visiting Professor. Vytautus Magnus University.
2008-2010 University of Washington, Program on the Environment

Research Appointments

2018-2019 GWZO Visiting Researcher, Leibniz-Institute
2012-2013 Research Associate. Anthropology. University of Maine
2012-2015 Research Fellow. College of the Atlantic.

2010 Research Fellow. The Havighurst Center. Miami University
Education
2008 Ph.D. Anthropology, University of California Santa Cruz

2003 M.A. Anthropology, University of California Santa Cruz.



1999 M.A. Geography, University of Texas at Austin. 1999.
1994 B.S. and B.A. The Evergreen State College.

Areas of Expertise

Environmental Anthropology, Nature Conservation, Environmental History, Rewilding, Science
Technology Studies, Political Ecology, Sustainability, Animal Studies, Postsocialist Anthropology, Forests
and History of Forestry, Peasant Studies, Temporality

Publications

Books
2020 Foresters, Borders, and Bark Beetles: The Future of Europe’s Last Primeval Forest. Indiana

University Press.

Peer reviewed single-authored journal articles

2024 Europe as hyperbole: Conceptual tensions and animal agency in rewilding Europe. In
Beltran, O. and | Vaccaro. 2022 Special Issue. "La conservacié de la natura com a disseny
del paisatge" ("Conservation of nature as landscape design"). Revista d'Etnologia de

Catalunya 47.
2021 “Depriving the far-right unity.” Social Anthropology. 29:2, pp. 341-342.
2017 “In the mud and of the mud: Posthumanities for eastern European rural
societies.” Historische Anthropologie: Kultur, Gesellschaft, Alltag. 27:2 pp.305-309.
2014 “When Foresters Reterritorialize the Periphery: Postsocialist Forest Politics in Poland’s
Biatowieza Forest.” Journal of Political Ecology 21:475-492.
2009 “Ecological Community: Pogroms, Peat Bogs and the Zapust Festival” in

Anthropology of East Europe Review. 27:2.

Peer reviewed co-authored articles

2024 “Implementing Interdisciplinary Sustainability Education with the Food-Energy-Water
Nexus.” https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-024-03332-7, with Chelsie Romulo, et.al.
Humanities and Social Science Communication 11: 928.

2023 “Alignment among environmental programs in higher education. Which Food Energy
Water Nexus concepts are covered in Introductory courses?,” with Lydia Horne, et.al.
Journal of Geoscience Education. DOI: 10.1080/10899995.2023.2187680

2022 “The Wild Border of Politics; The Biatowieza Forest and Changing Ecologies of Protest,”
with Benjamin Cope. Ethnologia Polona. 43: 161-179. With Benjamin Cope.


https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-024-03332-7
https://doi.org/10.1080/10899995.2023.2187680

Peer Reviewed Book Chapters

2022

2018

2013

“Constructing Forest Expertise: Foresters in the Biatowieza Forest” in A New Ecological
Order: Development and Transformation of Nature in Eastern Europe. eds. Stefan
Dorondel and Stelu Serban. Pittsburgh University Press.

“Bark Beetle and Ultra-Right Nationalist Outbreaks: Biatowieza, Poland” in
Environmentalism under Authoritarian Regimes. eds. Viktor Pal and Stephen Brain.
Routledge University Press. With Agnieszka Konczal.

“Signals in the Forest: Cultural Boundaries of Science in Biatowieza, Poland” in New
Natures: Joining Environmental History with Science and Technology Studies. eds. Finn
Arne Jorgenson, Dolly Jorgenson and Sarah Pritchard. Pittsburgh University Press.

Peer Reviewer for journals and awards,

Journal of Ecological Anthropology, Social Anthropology, Journal of Political Ecology, Ethnologia Polona,
Annals of the Association of American Geographers, Conservation and Society, National Humanities Center
Fellowship, National Science Foundation, Freie University Berlin, Charles University Prague, National
Endowment for the Humanities, Udall Scholarship, National Science Center Poland

Other Projects

2014 Black Stork White Stork-Documentary Film. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bW8Qm3JvqY

Invited Lectures

2025

2025

2024

2024

2022

2022

2021

2019

2019
2019

Cornell University Science Technology Studies Colloquium. “Outbreaks of Bark Beetle and
Nationalism at the Polish/Belarusian Border: Resurgent Syndromes and Ecological Gaps.”
February 3.

European Humanities University. “Forest Temporality: Hidden Partisans and Ecologies of Asylum
at the Polish Belarusian Border.” Keynote address to “Flourishing Futures” Conference. April 20.
ZAND-Undisciplined Anthropology. University of Warsaw. “Synchronization of Forest Desires.”
October 11.

Public Interest Environment Law Conference. “Land, Water, Justice: Field Courses and
Community Partnerships” April 1.

University of Poitiers. Poitiers, France. From Preserving the Wild to Rewilding. “Rewilding
Discourses from the Biatowieza Forest.” November 9.

Futures of Work Symposium. University of Oregon: Climate and Lifeways in the Pacific
Northwest. “Shaping the Future through Experiential Learning and Impactful Research: Next West
Media Lab.” November 17-18.

L’Ecole de haute etude. Paris. Les plans magistraux des humains et leurs challengers non-
humains. “Europe as Hyperbole: Conceptual Tensions and Animal Agency in the Rewilding Europe
Phenomenon.” February 10

University of British Columbia. Forestry Department. “The Forester as a Figure: Between
Communism and Nationalism in Europe’s Last Primeval Forest.” October 10.

University of Mainz. Rewilding Europe. April 4.

GWZO-Leibniz Institute. Outbreaks of Bark Beetle and Radical Nationalism. February 4.



2019  University of Halle-Wittenberg. “Of Forests and Time. ” April 10.
2017 GWZO-Keynote Speaker-New Materiality: Things-Environment-Human-Animal Relations.
March 16-17.

Languages

Polish-Advanced

German-Intermediate
Russian-Intermediate
Spanish-Intermediate



