WHITMAN COLLEGE

BACCALAUREATE

SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2026
2:30 P.M., CORDINER HALL



ORDER OF SERVICE

WELCOME

rev. seigen johnson, Interfaith Chaplain and
Director of Religious and Spiritual Life

GREETING

Sarah Bolton, President

OPENING BLESSING
Mahdee Kirkpatrick 27, President, Black Student Union

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE

“Julie-O” Mark Summer
Katherine Pearson ’26, Cello (1987)

STUDENT REFLECTIONS

Jonathan Becker 26
Gabrielle Edwards 26
Emily de la Cruz Hofer 26

INTRODUCTION OF KEYNOTE SPEAKER

rev. seigen johnson

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Pat Spencer, Ph.D., Grace F. Phillips Professor of Geology

CLOSING BLESSING

rev. seigen johnson



STUDENT PARTICIPANTS

IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Mahdee Kirkpatrick *27 is a Sociology major from Chicago, Illinois, who is
planning to minor in Indigeneity, Race and Ethnicity Studies. At Whitman College,
he serves as President of the Black Student Union and Marketing Director for the
Men of Color Association and works as an Identity and Belonging student worker.
Through his leadership and campus involvement, Mahdee has helped create spaces
centered on community, belonging and student advocacy. He is passionate about
community engagement, youth empowerment and creating opportunities for
underrepresented students both on campus and beyond Whitman.

Katherine Pearson ’26 is a Chemistry major and Music minor from Seattle,
Washington. Cello has been a part of her life since she was 5 years old, and she has
adored keeping up with it at Whitman, performing with the orchestra, chamber
groups, student bands, cello choirs and around Walla Walla. Outside of music,

she loves science and has worked with Associate Professor of Chemistry Jonathan
Collins in his research on biocatalysis for the past two years. After graduation, she
is going to Tanzania with the Peace Corps to teach high school math and science
and hopes to find a heat-proof cello before then.

Jonathan Becker "26 is a History (Cultures and Ideas) and Hispanic Studies major
from Menlo Park, California. At Whitman, he has been deeply involved with the
Walla Walla community through the Career and Community Engagement Center,
working on projects that connect the college to the region through relationships
grounded in justice, compassion and social change. As a sophomore, he received
the President’s Student Civic Leadership Award from the Washington Campus
Coalition for the Public Good, and as a senior, he received the Newman Civic
Fellowship through Campus Compact.

Gabrielle Edwards ’26 is a Computer Science major from Bainbridge Island,
Washington. One of her proudest achievements while at Whitman has been

the creation of a website that uses data storytelling to educate the public about
Palestinian dispossession. She spent her semester volunteering for the weekly
Muslim Jummah services at the Washington State Penitentiary. Gabby is passionate
about using her degree for justice, and after she graduates, she plans to pursue a
career in service of the Palestinian cause and broader humanitarian efforts.



Emily de la Cruz Hofer "26 is a Biology-Environmental Studies major from
Glassboro, New Jersey. During her time at Whitman, she served as a co-leader for
the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, where she led Bible studies and organized
events for the group. She has also worked as a desk staff member at the Climbing
Center and as an Athletics event management staff member. She has also been an
active member of DISCO, the Disability and Difference Community on campus.
During her free time, Emily likes to hike, rock climb, read, write and hang out with
her friends. She is currently searching for a job in conservation biology, the outdoor
industry, and/or environmental education.
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