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Submitting a Divestment Proposal: FAQs 

1. Who can submit a divestment proposal?

Any Whitman college student, employee or alumni may submit a divestment proposal. 

2. Where should a divestment proposal be submitted?

All divestment proposals should be submitted by email to the Office of the Treasurer 

and Chief Financial Officer. 

3. What information should a divestment proposal include?

All divestment proposals should be made in writing and should include the following 

information: 

• the name(s) of the individual(s) submitting the proposal

• the date of the proposal

• a narrative statement explaining how the proposal fulfills the conditions for

divestment identified in the Whitman College Board of Trustees Endowment Divestment 

Policy. 

4. How will divestment proposals be reviewed?

Initially, the Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer will determine whether a proposal 

contains all the elements listed above and whether additional information is necessary 

for the Board to consider the proposal. 

The Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer will forward the complete proposal to the 

Board for its consideration. First, the Board’s Executive Committee will conduct a 

threshold review. The Executive Committee will consider whether and how the proposal 

fulfills the conditions for divestment in the Policy; the Board’s moral, legal and fiduciary 

responsibilities; and any other relevant criteria. Based on that evaluation, the Executive 

Committee may request the Investment Committee provide information regarding the 

potential impact of the proposed investment on the College’s Endowment. The 

Executive Committee shall forward the proposal, with a recommendation, to the full 

Board for consideration.

The Office of the Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer shall compile the Executive 

Committee’s recommendation, together with any information from the Investment 

Committee, and forward the recommendation to the Board for consideration at one of 

its next two regularly-scheduled meetings. Individuals submitting the proposal will be 

invited to present the proposal to the Board. The Board shall deliver its decision in 

writing to the individual(s) submitting the proposal, and post the request and the 

Board’s response on the College’s website. 

https://www.whitman.edu/Documents/Offices/Treasurer's%20Office/Whitman%20Endowment%20Divestment%20Policy%207.1(0).pdf
https://cms.whitman.edu/dsspreview/Documents/Offices/Treasurer's%20Office/Whitman%20Endowment%20Divestment%20Policy%207.1.pdf
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Once the Board makes a decision on a proposal, including a decision to take no action, a 

similar request will be considered only if substantial new evidence is provided or the 

underlying situation has substantially changed. 

 

5. What actions may the Board recommend when responding to a divestment 

request? 

The Board may consider actions other than full, immediate divestment when responding 

to a request. Examples of such actions include, but are not limited to, communication 

with managers, proxy voting and partial or future divestment. 

 

This policy will be in effect through June 30, 2021 and subject to review prior to 

extension or expiration. 

 

 




