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One of the most important goals the 
trustees and I established seven years ago 
was raising $150 million for the College, 
its people and programs. Thanks to gener-
ous gifts from many alumni, parents, 
friends of Whitman and many others, we 
have raised to date more than $141 million 
and we anticipate celebrating the success-
ful completion of the Now Is the Time  
Campaign – Whitman’s largest ever fund-
raising effort – next June. 

We plan to celebrate the end of the campaign as an outstand-
ing achievement by and for all of us: present and future students, 
alumni, staff, faculty and friends. However, as the campaign’s end 
marks a new beginning for Whitman, it also offers a celebratory 
bookend for my wife Kari and me. After 10 years, I have decided 
to leave the presidency of Whitman College at the end of June 
2015. Recruiting the College’s next president will be one of the 
most important tasks for the Board of Trustees over the next 12 
months. I am confident that they will identify a talented new 
leader who will advance Whitman in the years ahead.

Serving as Whitman’s president has been a tremendous honor. 
In my time here, we have worked on many ambitious initiatives 
that have advanced the College and – having witnessed the pas-
sion and fervor for ensuring long-standing support for student 
success – I will forever admire the dedication and commitment 
that the Whitman community shows to this exceptional college, 
to our amazing students and to this bucolic town. Our work to-
gether has already transformed Whitman in significant, enduring 
ways.

I do not want my approaching departure to be the focus of our 
year. Instead, our focus should remain on the students and their 
eventual graduation from Whitman as they move from first-years 
to successful alumni. Recently, we celebrated Commencement. 
More than 400 students – one of our largest classes ever – gradu-
ated with a Whitman diploma and they are already moving on to 
great things. Their departures from this great campus are celebra-
tions of new beginnings, opportunities to come and the thrill of 
the unknown. Commencement speaker U.S. Secretary of the  
Interior Sally Jewell had the following words of advice for the 
Class of 2014: “Once you leave Whitman, stay involved, stay  
engaged… I guarantee that it’s going to lead to some of the most 
rewarding experiences.”

Many of you continue to stay engaged with Whitman College 
and already know the benefits of having a strong college family. 
We are here for you to share and celebrate your accomplishments, 
and to provide you with opportunities to connect and give back 
in a multitude of ways. Our new members of the Alumni Board 
and the Board of Trustees are creating “rewarding experiences” 
for themselves, for students and for the College each day through 
their volunteer work for Whitman.

Many of our graduates remain engaged with causes and issues 
they first explored as Whitman students, and now have reward-
ing careers based on those passions. Nicole Comforto ’04 runs 
the nonprofit Library For All, which fights the social injustice of 
illiteracy, and five of our alumni are attending Harvard Graduate 
School of Design and will soon change the landscapes of our cit-
ies for the better.

Andrew Poole ’06 sought out the alternative meaning of “en-
gagement” on this summer’s “The Bachelorette,” but he’s far more 
than just a reality show contestant; Andrew’s been putting his 
Whitman College degree to work for years as an executive at 
Facebook.

Gemma Wallace ’14, along with Mackenzie Gerringer ’12 
and Professor of Biology Paul Yancey, remained connected and 
engaged through research that led them on an expedition to one 
of the world’s deepest ocean trenches. Snippets of their journey 
and their discoveries have been reported all over the world. We’re 
pleased to share more of their adventures with you in this issue.

Like Jewell said, staying engaged is the key. Look up, look 
back, look forward, act. I will be doing the same over the next 12 
months and undoubtedly long after my time at Whitman is fin-
ished. For we all know that one never truly leaves Whitman Col-
lege. Like the 61 members of the Class of 1964 who, along with 
their spouses and guests, traveled to Whitman for their 50th re-
union just weeks ago, we will always feel tied to Whitman. It’s 
amazing that this lifelong connection stems from just four short 
years here. I feel very privileged to have had 10 years.

 Sincerely,

 George S. Bridges

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

	  

Staying involved and staying 
engaged leads to rewarding 
experiences
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CAMPUS NEWS

in brief
The Whitman Social 
Network

Beverly Li ’14 wanted to know 
how the “Whitman experience” 
continued after graduation. So 
the psychology major attended a 
“Whitties Helping Whitties” net-
working event in San Francisco, 
one of three mixers organized by 
the Student Engagement Center 
and Office of Alumni Relations. 
Two other events were held in 
Portland and Seattle.  

“There are so many differ-
ent opportunities out there after 
graduation,” Li said. “I wanted to 
see how much continuity there 
is from alumni’s undergraduate 
experiences to their post-gradu-
ation lives, and how I might be 
able to model my own post-grad-
uation life.”

Today’s students understand 
that networking is one vital strat-
egy to finding a job. Learning 
how their fellow alumni traveled 
from graduation to employment 
provides current students with a 
road map to their future.

“Every event sponsored by the 
Alumni Association should be 
viewed as a chance to network 
with other alumni. The Whitman 
family is real and there is a large 
group of alumni out there who 
are eager to help students and 
other alumni who are searching 
for career opportunities, no mat-
ter how many decades separate 
them,” said Nancy Mitchell, di-
rector of alumni relations.

Whitties Helping Whitties 
networking opportunities will 
take place on campus during 
Whitman’s Reunion Weekend, 
Sept. 17-21. Whitman also plans 

to run up to seven or eight events 
each year in what are considered 
essential hubs for Whitman stu-
dents and alumni. In addition 
to San Francisco, Portland and 
Seattle, events are being planned 
for Walla Walla, Spokane, 
Washington, D.C., the Bay Area 
and Denver. 

Check the alumni events cal-
endar for Whitties Helping 
Whitties events in a city near you 
in the new academic year: www.
whitman.edu/alumnievents.

Whitties present at 
University of Washington 
Undergraduate Research 
Symposium

Ten Whitman students partic-
ipated in the annual University 
of Washington Undergraduate 
Research Symposium in May. 

The Symposium is a chance for 
undergraduates to present their 
research to a larger audience. 
One thousand students partici-
pated in the conference, which 
brings in an audience of 3,500. 
Whitman has been presenting at 
the Symposium since 2012.

David Sedaris to speak at 
Whitman

David Sedaris 
will speak at 
Whitman College 
for an evening 
of readings and 
recollections 
featuring 
all-new, 
unpublished 
work on Nov. 
19 at Cordiner 
Hall.

Networking the Whitman way.
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Rosemary Hanson ’14 delivers the 
Class of 2014 speech

A comedic send-off from Whitman’s senior 
speaker brightened the 2014 Commencement 
ceremony. Rosemary Hanson ’14, who 
majored in anthropology with a minor in 
Japanese, delivered a speech titled “On 
Walking to Reid: Meditations on Pilgrimage.” 
Here are some excerpts:

“When I think about my time in college, 
the metaphor that springs to mind is that of 
a pilgrimage. Perhaps I have an overactive 
imagination, but I imagine barefoot, shirtless, 
be-Frisbee-d devotees to some deity of wisdom 
and severe sleep deprivation ambling through 
this sacred journey from here to there and 
nowhere in particular.”

“The 12th labor is over, the eighth semester 
done. We’ve beaten the final gym leader and – 
badge in hand – our next step is uncertain.”

“We have been handed a dysfunctional world 
and now it is ours to rebuild: fairer, greener 
and full of coffee shops. The future is more un-
certain than it has ever been before, and as we 
stare into the yawning void I say: ‘bring it on, 
boo-yah, let’s go.’”

“I am here to break bad news: We’re going to 
get old and we may even get boring. Some of us 
will hop on the bandwagon of a new world order 
headed off in the wrong direction, and others of 
us will accidentally become ‘The Man,’ man.”

“We’re going to make stupid mistakes and 
I for one am excited. I’m excited to watch my 
friends grow and age and make good choices, 
or at least make choices, or at least try to make 
choices. I can’t wait to see how we shape this 
new world we’re given, good and bad, for the fu-
ture is always an exciting mystery (but an oddly 
familiar one).” 

Peace, faith and 
forgiveness

Rwandan Genocide sur-
vivor and bestselling author 
Immaculée Ilibagiza came to 
Whitman on April 20 to deliv-
er a lecture titled “Left to Tell.” 
Ilibagiza is regarded as one 
of the world’s leading speak-
ers on peace, faith and forgive-
ness. In 1994, Ilibagiza lost most 
of her family, but she survived 
to share the story and her mi-
raculous transition into forgive-
ness. An eyewitness survivor of 
the Rwandan Genocide, her book 
“Left to Tell” is an internation-
al bestseller that has been made 
into a documentary.

Secretary of Labor under 
President Clinton speaks 
at Whitman

Robert Reich, former U.S. 
Secretary of Labor under 
President Bill Clinton and 
Professor of Public Policy at 
the University of California at 
Berkeley, spoke on campus at 
the end of April. Reich, who 

worked in the administrations 
of Presidents Carter, Ford and 
Clinton, and is an economic and 
public policy expert, delivered a 
lecture titled “Why Worry about 
Inequality?”, which addressed the 
problem of increasing income in-
equality in the United States.

This lecture followed a screen-
ing of the documentary film 
“Inequality for All,” directed by 
Jacob Kornbluth. The film won 
a U.S. Documentary Special 
Jury Award for Achievement 
in Filmmaking at the 2013 
Sundance Film Festival and is 
presented by Reich.

Emile Lahner pieces 
donated to Whitman 
College

Whitman College celebrated 
the addition of 36 original draw-
ings and paintings by European 
artist Emile Lahner to its perma-
nent collection with a special re-
ception in Memorial Building 
this April.

John Peterson ’54 and his 
wife Janet donated this robust 
collection of Lahner’s work. The 

Petersons collect Lahner’s paint-
ings, having purchased their first 
– a small floral – in 1964. 

Emile Lahner was born in 
1893 in Hungary and began 
painting at an early age. In the af-
termath of World War I, he fled 
his native country and eventu-
ally settled in France. Here, he 
became part of the “School of 
Paris,” a group of artists working 
in Paris between 1900 and 1940. 
During his artistic career Lahner 
exhibited his works in Paris, New 
York, Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo 
and Boston.

Named “one of America’s 
most prickly and most delicious, 
young comic talents” by “The 
Washington Post,” Sedaris is the 
best-selling author of “Me Talk 
Pretty One Day,” “Dress Your 
Family in Corduroy and Denim” 
and “Let’s Explore Diabetes 
with Owls,” a “New York 
Times” bestseller. Copies will 
be available for purchase at the 
Whitman College Bookstore.

This event is presented and 
sponsored by the Walla Walla 
Center for the Arts, Northwest 
Public Radio, Main Street 
Studios, Barnes & Noble and 
Tangent Media. 

Tickets can be purchased at 
www.ticketfly.com or by calling 
(509) 520-6451.

Hosokawa Lecture – The 
Stolen Dream

The 2014 Hosokawa Lecture, 
“The Stolen Dream – Did We 
Miss the Big Story?” was deliv-
ered by “New York Times” jour-
nalist Hedrick Smith on April 24. 
Based on his book “Who Stole 
the American Dream?” the talk 
asked difficult questions such as: 
Are we failing American democ-
racy by hyping a perpetual news 
crisis and focusing on crime, 
scandals and infotainment, but 
neglecting the deeper trends that 
alter people’s lives and American 
society? He also offered ideas on 
how journalists can restore qual-
ity to the American media and 
how middle-class Americans can 
reclaim the American Dream.

The Emperor of All 
Maladies

Siddhartha Mukherjee’s book 
“The Emperor of All Maladies: 
A Biography of Cancer” won 

the 2011 Pulitzer 
Prize in general 
non-fiction. 
Mukherjee, an 
assistant professor 
of medicine 
at Columbia 
University and 
a staff cancer 
physician at 
Columbia 
University 

Medical Center, presented 
a lecture titled “Illness as 
Biography: Cancer’s Past and 
Cancer’s Future” on May 
8. Mukherjee is a graduate 
of Stanford University, the 
University of Oxford and Harvard 
Medical School. 
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Fellowship 
and 
Scholarship 
Recipients 
2013-14

Between current Whitman 
students and the new alumni 
of the Class of 2014, there were 
47 fellowships or scholarships 
awarded this year. Whitman 
College was also named a top-
producing college for Fulbright 
recipients and more students 
received Department of State 
Critical Language Scholarships 
than ever before. Here’s a look at 
some of the 2013-14 recipients. 

Fulbright U.S. Student 
Program
Hanne Jensen ’14 (English 

Teaching Assistantship, 
Germany)

Karah Kemmerly ’14 (English 
Teaching Assistantship, 
Germany) 

John Masla ’14 (English Teaching 
Assistantship, Malaysia)

Nathan Sany ’14 (English Teaching 
Assistantship, Brazil)

National Science 
Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellowship
Becky Nevin ’13 (astrophysics, 

University of Colorado)

Critical Language 
Scholarship (U.S. 
Department of State)
Rania Mussa ’14 (Arabic, Tangier, 

Morocco)
Jacqueline Rees-Mikula ’16 

(Japanese, Himeji, Japan)
McCaulay Singer-Milnes ’14 (Hindi, 

Jaipur, India)

Killam Fellowship (through 
Fulbright Canada)
Audrey Thimm ’16 (McGill 

University)
Clint Vorauer ’15 (University of 

British Columbia)

Humanity in Action 
Fellowship
Jackie Bonilla ’16 (Copenhagen 

program)
Beverly Li ’14 (Berlin program) 

Coro Fellows Program in 
Public Affairs
Emma O’Rourke-Powell ’12 

(leadership development, San 
Francisco program)

ARCS Fellowship 
(Achievement Rewards for 
College Scientists)
Abby Sloan ’14 (graduate study, 

University of Washington)

NIH/IRTA (Post-
baccalaureate Intramural 
Research Training Award)
Nathan Radakovich ’14 (National 

Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, Bethesda, 
Md.)

Princeton in Asia Fellowship
Forrest Watkins ’14 (English 

teaching, Jishou Teacher’s 
College, Jishou, China)

Princeton in Latin America 
Fellowship
Mariana Vasquez-Crede ’14 (Liceo 

Cientifico, Dominican Republic)

Davis Projects for Peace
Keiler Beers ’14 and Genevieve 

Jones ’14 (“Peace Through 
Preservation of Life: Harm 
Reduction on the U.S.-Mexico 
Border”)

Gilman International 
Scholarship
Aislyn Booth ’15 (Valparaiso, Chile)
Arika Wieneke ’15 (Valparaiso, 

Chile)
Samuel Curtis ’16 (South Korea)

Hollings Undergraduate 
Scholarship (NOAA)
Nevé Baker ’15 

KGI (Keck Graduate 
Institute) Summer 
Undergraduate Research 
Experience
Rachel Barton ’15 (undergraduate 

research, Claremont, Calif.)

Clinton Global Initiative 
University
Joretha Houlies ’17 (Arizona State 

University) 

Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute Undergraduate 
Research Fellowship
Sarah Debs ’15 (Fred Hutchinson 

Cancer Research Center, 
Seattle)

Allison Good ’15 (Infectious 
Disease Research Institute, 
Seattle)

Heather Johns ’15 (Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center, Seattle)

Tatiana Kaehler ’15 (Infectious 
Disease Research Institute, 
Seattle)

A chair-mountain installation piece by Rachel Horsfall ’16 and Riah 
Sorn-Ampai ’16 (foreground) is exhibited at Fouts Center for Visual Arts. 
Behind the display hang photo transparencies, part of an independent 
study project by Alecia Lindsay ’14.

To the right is part of Whitman’s Senior Art Thesis Exhibition, featuring 
a “wrinkle grid” and cube pyramid by Allie Felt ’14. In the foreground, a 
mannequin by Yonatan Evans ’14 peers at the passersby.

Fouts and Sheehan 
art exhibits
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2014 Janice Abraham Award Recipients

2014 Faculty Award Recipients

Susanne Beechey 
Suzanne L. Martin Award for Excellence 
in Mentoring
Students who nominated Assistant Professor 
of Politics Susanne Beechey called her 
impact on their academic and personal lives 
“profound.” Faculty colleagues and mentees 
emphasized Beechey’s generosity and 
level-headedness. A fellow professor praised 
her “deep sensitivity to issues of gender, 
sexual identity and race.” 

Frank Dunnivant
A.E. Lange Award for Distinguished 
Science Teaching
A student of Professor of Chemistry Frank 
Dunnivant wrote that “Frank puts his heart 
into his teaching, and his care for his 
students reverberates throughout every one 
of his classes.” Above all, “students love his 
enthusiasm and his humor and appreciate 
his ‘Frank’ness.” 

Frederick Moore 
George Ball Award for Excellence in 
Advising
As primary adviser for Whitman College’s 
3-2 Engineering Program, Professor of 
Physics Frederick Moore has helped shape 
students’ undergraduate and post-graduate 
careers. In nominating Moore, a colleague 
said that he has gone above and beyond to 
support his advisees. 

Jeanne Morefield
G. Thomas Edwards Award for  
Excellence in Teaching and Scholarship
Associate Professor of Politics Jeanne 
Morefield is known by both faculty members 
and students as a dynamic teacher and a 
gifted scholar. Students said that Morefield 
guided discussions without dominating them 
and urged “each of her students to partici-
pate in the classroom dialogue.” Colleagues 
called her a “truly gifted master-teacher.” 

S. Brooke Vick
Robert Y. Fluno Award for Distinguished 
Teaching in Social Sciences
Assistant Professor of Psychology S. Brooke 
Vick researches prejudice and discrimination. 
In her classroom, “she makes these difficult 
topics and nuanced issues accessible,” one 
student wrote. Others stressed how much 
material Vick would include in her class while 
still finding time for questions and 
discussion.

Faculty Award nominations
All tenure-track faculty, as well as contingent faculty who have taught 
at least two-thirds time for each of the last two years, are eligible for 
nomination.

Janice Abraham Award nominations
Nominations may come from staff or faculty and are submitted to the 
Human Resources office in April and May.

Cate Lyon
Janice Abraham Award
Cate Lyon, user support services consultant 
with WCTS, is “unfailingly positive in her 
support of faculty, staff and students,” one 
colleague wrote. Another staff member 
praised her work with student interns (who 
also benefit from milk and cookies provided 
by her and colleague Robert Fricke), and 
said that Lyon “is a natural leader with a 
take-charge attitude.” 

Nancy Jungmann
Janice Abraham Award
“With a kind and helpful hand and a buoyant 
sense of humor, Nancy does it all.” Executive 
Assistant to the Treasurer Nancy Jungmann 
provides invaluable support to the office of 
the treasurer and her staff colleagues at 
Whitman. She is “the go-to individual” for 
much of what happens in Memorial Building. 

John DeLaney
Janice Abraham Award
Security Officer John DeLaney has recently 
taken on extra work and leadership 
responsibilities during a time of transition for 
the Security Office. A colleague who praised 
his sense of humor also said of DeLaney: 
“John has influenced the education of many 
Whitman College community members –  
especially students – by providing warmth 
and structure.” 

Susan Babilon
Thomas D. Howells Award for  
Distinguished Teaching in Humanities
Senior Adjunct Assistant Professor of Foreign 
Languages and Literatures (German) Susan 
Babilon was praised by colleagues and 
students for her “inspirational commitment to 
our German program” during a period of 
transition. Students highlighted her energy 
and enthusiasm, her innovative classes and 
her efforts “ to make German accessible and 
enjoyable for students of all levels.” 



July 2014 7July 2014 7

OBJECT LESSON

George Washington’s signature 
came from a shipping manifesto the 
first president signed upon receiving a 
delivery of flour. President Nixon 
addressed his signature to Whitman 
College, as did President Jimmy Carter. 

These are just three of the complete 
collection of official presidential 
signatures hanging on the third floor 
of Penrose Library. The signatures 
originally belonged to Supreme Court 
Justice and Whitman alumnus 
William O. Douglas ’20, and formerly 
hung in his office. The collection has 
grown since Douglas donated it in 
1965 thanks to the diligent work of 
each Whitman librarian, whose job it 
is to acquire the signature of each new 
president. 

So how did Whitman’s current 
librarian obtain these authentic 
signatures?

“It’s not easy,” said Dalia Corkrum, 
director of Penrose Library. “We have 
to use our connections.”

Having once worked with an aide 
for U.S. Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, 
a Washington state representative, 

Corkrum said the aide helped her 
acquire President George W. Bush’s 
signature.

President Obama’s signature came 
about thanks to a Whitman alumnus. 
Trustee Walter Minnick ’64, a former 
U.S. Rep. from Idaho, secured the 
signature of the 44th president. 

The signatures of every U.S. 
president make up a valuable collection 
and are an important piece of U.S. 
history. The collection resides in three 
display cases all with museum-quality 
glass and lighting. Melissa Salrin, 
archivist and special collections 
librarian, says that if Whitman wanted 
to protect the value of the collection, 
the signatures would be kept in a dark 
room under lock and key so they 
wouldn’t continue to fade. 

But concealing the signatures 
wouldn’t be any fun.

“The collection is not just meant for 
scholarly research,” Salrin said. “It’s 
also meant to be fun and for people to 
appreciate.”

However, the tradition of Whitman 
librarians sleuthing for the signatures 

of U.S. presidents might be coming to 
an end. The final display case has 
room for only a few more signatures 
before it’s full. 

“I thought about ending the 
tradition, but I thought it’d be better to 
have someone else stop it rather than 
it end on my watch,” Corkrum said. 
“But we are getting to the end of the 
collection space.”

Sign Here –  
Every U.S. President Has

Photos by Libby Arnosti ’14
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No more pencils. No more books. It’s 
summer, but for 134 Whitman students, 
vacation means interning across the U.S. 
in a wide array of jobs, from a mathematics 
major working for World Wide Motion 
Picture Group to a biology major needling 
away in an acupuncture clinic. What are 
Whitties doing on their summer holidays?

100 Days of Summer

Economics & Music
Outside Bozeman Magazine
Bozeman, Montana

In my sales/marketing internship at 
“Outside Bozeman,” I help promote 
our company to local businesses 
to encourage and secure sales of 

advertisements for 
our publications. 
I am learning 
how to use 
press releases, 
social media 
and personal 

interactions at community events in 
order to increase brand awareness 
for the publications.

MAGGIE HICKMAN ’15

Biology & Spanish
Walla Walla County Department 
of Community Health
Walla Walla, Washington

I am researching 
evidence-based 
strategies for 
community 
health that the 
department will 
implement in their 

Community Health Improvement 
Plan (“CHIP”). I am also working 
on developing an employee wellness 
program for Walla Walla County 
employees and promoting SNAP-Ed 
around the community.

JEREMY NOLAN ’16

Studio Art
REX Production and Post
Portland, Oregon 

REX is actively working on projects 
that involve audio recording and 
editing, as well as video shoots 
and post-production work. I assist 
with altering on-screen text of a 

TV spot, help 
during a green 
screen shoot, and 
search for the 
right music for 
the background of 
commercials, etc.

CODY BURCHFIELD ’16

MOLLY STREETER ’15
Psychology

Nicolaysen Art Museum
Casper, WY

JAMES KENNEDY ’17
Biology

Bryce Canyon National Park
(U.S. National Park Service)

Bryce Canyon, UT
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Psychology
Soccer Without Borders
Oakland, California

I am coaching 
immigrant and 
refugee high 
school students 
at their summer 
soccer camp, 
helping facilitate 

lessons for their Summer SAT and 
College Prep class, and working in 
their office providing administrative 
assistance. This internship is the 
perfect way for me to explore my 
interests in teaching and coaching 
which are two fields I am very 
interested in entering after I 
graduate from Whitman.

HELEN BROWN ’15

BBMB
Albany Medical College
Albany, New York

I am working with a team to conduct 
research on the inflammatory effect 
of the human immunodeficiency 
virus type 1 (HIV-1) infection. Our 
goal is to figure out which 
individually expressed HIV proteins 
activate the Inflammasome when 

the virus infects 
immune cells. The 
people I’ve been 
working with are 
extremely 
collaborative and 
social.

PHUONG LE ’16 Biology
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon

I am examining 
the bacterial 
community 
diversity 
associated with 
juvenile salmon 
from various rivers 

in Oregon. This work will not only 
characterize microbial biodiversity 
but also test the hypothesis that 
the salmon microbiome varies with 
geographic origin. This research 
might open the door to further 
studies exploring microbiomes 
and what they may indicate about 
genetics and health within salmon 
populations.

LAUREL FIELD ’17

HARRISON WILLIS ’15
Environmental Studies/Politics
Liberty Tree Foundation
Madison, WI

EVAN HEBERLEIN ’16
Biology/Environmental Studies
Cape Cod National Seashore
(U.S. National Park Service)
Wellfleet, MA

HILARY NELSON ’15
Biology
Princeton University Institute
Princeton, NJ

CORRINE VANDAGRIFF ’15
Gender Studies
D.C. Rape Crisis Center
Washington, D.C.

ANNABELLE MARCOVICI ’15
Politics
Osama Esid Photography
Minneapolis, MN
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Whitman Magazine: The Department 
of the Interior is responsible for both 
safeguarding the country’s natural 
resources and using them for economic 
development and energy production. How 
do you balance these sometimes 
competing interests?

Sally Jewell: The job is full of conflict. 
There’s almost no decision that I make 
that doesn’t make somebody mad in some 
way or other. Within the department, we 
have tremendously committed public 
servants carrying out the laws and the 
missions that were identified for them by 
Congress. It’s not uncommon sometimes 
to find those laws in conflict with one 
another. Fish and Wildlife Service is 

largely responsible for carrying out the 
Endangered Species Act, and as we 
support development in wind energy, for 
example – which I see all around Walla 
Walla – that has impacts on bird species. 
[Fish and Wildlife] upholds something 
called the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act, which was an act passed 
to preserve those species, and sometimes 
those species are impacted, as are bats, by 
wind energy.

So how do you manage these conflicts?
By getting people in the room together 

to understand each other’s missions, to 
understand each other’s positions and 
seek that common ground, and we’ve 

absolutely seen that, particularly over the 
course of the Obama administration – but 
there are examples from before that as 
well. 

What kind of impact do you see from 
climate change in your day-to-day work? 

You’ve got challenges to the landscapes 
from climate change like the pine bark 
beetle kill in the Rocky Mountains, 
droughts in California, too much water in 
some places, too little in other places. 
[The] changing nature of our landscapes 
with invasive species – whether they’re 
species of bugs or microbes that are 
impacting flora and fauna or slight 
changes in temperature as with the pine 

The Forever Business
When U.S. Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell is not in the nation’s capital, the cabinet 
official can be found roaming the West celebrating with mariachi bands or retracing the 
footsteps of Billy the Kid and Geronimo. Prior to delivering Whitman’s 2014 
Commencement speech, the former CEO of REI sat down with Whitman Magazine. 

By Da n iel F. le R ay 
Pho t o: M at t Ba n DeR a s ’04
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The job is full of 
conflict. There’s 

almost no decision 
that I make that 

doesn’t make 
somebody mad in 

some way or other.

bark beetle – have resulted in making it 
much more difficult to ensure the future 
of some of the species that are dependent 
on those ecosystems. 

Interior also works with 566 federally-
recognized Native American tribes and 
Alaska Natives. What challenges do these 
tribes face?

There are lots of examples where we 
uphold trust and treaty obligations to 
Indian tribes. Some of the biggest 
challenges the tribes face are around 
water rights and people wanting their 
water in places where there’s a challenge 
on water like California or the Colorado 
River basin. You end up with tribes 

exercising their rights, states wanting 
more water, and the Bureau of 
Reclamation – part of Interior – often 
finds itself in the middle. One of the key 
things that we’re doing is trying to work in 
advance to find common ground and 
compromise so that we don’t end up 
fighting for years and so that, for states 
and regions and communities that depend 
on development or ongoing use of the 
lands in some way, we can provide 
certainty and help them understand what 
they need to do to maintain a sustainable 
ecosystem. 

How is running REI different from 
working for the federal government? 

There are huge differences. One is the 
way the budget works. In business, you 
can look to the future and can say, “What’s 
changing? What opportunities do I have? 
Where do I want to place some bets in 
terms of investment? Where do I want to 
scale back?” You can look five, 10, 15 years 
in the future and structure budgets 
accordingly. With the federal government, 
you don’t have that kind of flexibility. We 
are in the forever business. National 
parks, tribal relations, water, the U.S. 
Geological Survey: All of these things are 
helping chart our future forever, and yet 
we lurch from year to year just begging for 
money to keep the basic services we need 
operating, and without the flexibility to 
restructure that big business has. 

[Another] is: in business you’re 
rewarded for taking risk. You’re rewarded 
handsomely for taking risk. When you 
make mistakes, people still applaud you 
for trying. [In] the federal government, [if] 
you step out there and take a risk and it 
doesn’t work, then you’re called in front of 
a Congressional Hearing. So you end up 
with people being gun shy about trying 
new things. 

How do you encourage “good” risk-
taking in your new job?

For me, I think the intersection is: how 
can I provide an environment where 
people can step out and take risks 
knowing that I have their back, that 
[they’re] not going to be thrown under the 
bus for trying something that they feel is 
going to be better for the American 
people. 

What is the most enjoyable part of your 
job?

One of the things that is a delight is 
how committed the people are to the work 

they do. They get the job done for the 
American people, and people don’t even 
know they’re doing their work. That is 
true all over the federal government. 

Getting out into the lands that we 
manage, getting out onto reservations and 
meeting with tribal leaders and just 
getting a sense of the wisdom and the 
potential that exists to work more 
cooperatively with tribes on traditional 
ecological knowledge – those are also 
great opportunities.

What Western “lands” have you 
recently visited?

It is nice to get out of Washington, 
D.C., and to get to some of the most 
beautiful places on the planet. On 
Wednesday, the President named the 
newest national monument – the Organ 
Mountains-Desert Peaks National 
Monument near Las Cruces, N.M. Friday 
we flew there and got to go hiking with 
Senator [Tom] Udall [of New Mexico] and 
a number of others in the Organ 
Mountains area. Then we celebrated this 
great asset that has been there since 
dinosaurs roamed the earth with 
hundreds and hundreds of community 
members and mariachi bands. There’s 
evidence of dinosaurs, of prehistoric 
people going back 10,000 years. There’s 
the Butterfield [Overland Mail Trail] 
stagecoach line that still runs through 
there; there’s the outlaw’s cave that Billy 
the Kid scratched his name into; there’s 
Geronimo’s cave where he disappeared 
and it’s full of pictographs and rock art 
and all kinds of things. So that’s really 
fun. 

Are you a fan of “House of Cards”?
Well, I’ll tell you, in jobs like these, I’d 

be surprised if anyone has time to watch 
television! 
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Now Is the Time Campaign

For decades, students and alumni of 
Whitman have studied computer science 
at the College, developing their interests 
and skills into successful careers at large 
companies including Apple and Microsoft, 
and small start-ups such as Zulily and Pic-
nik. Many others have launched entrepre-
neurial endeavors in programming, 
software development and other technol-
ogy applications. In today’s world, compu-
tational thinking is a personal and 
professional need of every Whitman grad-
uate.  

Historically, classes in computer sci-
ence at Whitman have been taught pri-
marily by members of the mathematics 
department who have personal interest or 
expertise in related areas. Whitman has 
never employed a full-time faculty mem-
ber dedicated to this area, and most teach-
ing classes have limited academic 
background in the discipline or are pri-
marily focused on other academic areas. 
The lack of opportunity to study computer 
science in depth at Whitman has resulted 
in prospective students choosing to go 
elsewhere, current students lamenting the 
small number of classes, and alumni wish-
ing they had been able to better develop 
their interest in computer science as an 
undergraduate student. 

Members of the Governing Boards 
wanted to help Whitman expand its cur-
riculum in computer science to better 
meet this growing demand and to help 
Whitman compete with peer institutions 
like Grinnell, Colorado College, Carleton 

and Pomona, all of which have more ro-
bust programs in place within their liberal 
arts curriculum. One endowed position 
designated to add a faculty member who 
specializes in computer science was fund-
ed in June of 2013, and a search to fill that 
position will take place in the coming 
year. Funding for two additional endowed 
faculty positions is being sought.

Progress toward funding the necessary 
positions received a significant boost in 
June when Microsoft Corporation com-
mitted to a large grant that will help fund 
one of the needed faculty positions. A 
more formal announcement about Micro-
soft’s commitment will come later this 
summer.  Their grant, combined with gifts 
from others, will fund the positions that 
will help Whitman reach its goal of having 
courses in computer science to serve stu-
dents in all disciplines who may benefit 
from enhanced computer literacy.  

In the interim, Overseer George 
Osborne ’66 provided a gift to enable the 
College to hire a visiting professor who 
begins work this fall.  Dr. Allen Tucker, 
the founding chair of the computer 

science program at Bowdoin College, has 
come out of retirement to serve as the 
visiting computer science professor in 
2014-15. A steering committee comprised 
of seven faculty members and two staff 
members will work with Dr. Tucker over 
the coming year to determine 
instructional needs, design courses and 
integrate the program into Whitman’s 
liberal arts curriculum, creating 
connections to existing departments and 
programs. On June 16, faculty from 
comparable liberal arts colleges (including 
Bowdoin, Grinnell, Union, Williams, and 
a faculty member from the University of 
Washington) met with the committee and 
other faculty and staff to provide 
information on how computer science 
operates at their institutions and provide 
insight into best practices for Whitman’s 
transition. A permanent faculty member 
housed within the mathematics 
department will be hired for the 2015-16 
academic year, and additional positions 
will be added as funding is available. 

Computer science is ideally suited for 
study within a liberal arts environment, 
and Whitman seeks to be a technology 
leader among liberal arts colleges. With 
these new faculty positions and additions 
to the curriculum, Professor of Mathemat-
ics Albert Schueller indicates: “Students 
from across campus will now have the op-
portunity to bring computational thought 
to bear on their own projects. Faculty 
without formal training in computer sci-
ence will now have more students in their 

Campaign gifts add faculty positions to 
invigorate curriculum in computer science
Governing Board members and the Microsoft Corporation 
accelerate Whitman’s plans

We hope that all alumni, parents and 
friends will join in the Now Is the Time 
Campaign, which concludes on June 30, 
2015. All gifts to scholarship and other 
purposes count toward our goals and are 
welcome online at www.whitman.edu/give. 
As we envision a brighter future for 
Whitman, our combined investments will 
have far-reaching impact.
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$125 
million

$100 
million

$50 
million

$150 million
These funds will add faculty to broaden and deepen the curriculum, cultivate innovation 
in teaching and learning, and increase the extraordinary learning experiences that 
prepare students to lead in a globally connected world.

acaDeMic stRength | Goal: $75 million

access anD aFFoRDaBility | Goal: $50 million

Financial stRength | Goal: $25 million

These funds will endow need-based scholarships and bolster merit and talent awards, 
making a Whitman education more accessible for current and future students. 

These funds will increase the unrestricted endowment and support from the Annual 
Fund – significant sources of fiscal stability and flexibility that help ensure the tradition 
of excellence at Whitman continues for future generations. 

$44.7 million*

$66.8 million*

$22.8 million*
*An additional $7 million in commitments have yet to be designated.

departments prepared to use computa-
tional methods on problems in their disci-
plines. Further, current faculty with 
projects that might involve computation 
will have colleagues in computer science 
with whom they can engage in interdisci-
plinary work.”  

Strong problem-solving and critical 
thinking skills, the ability to draw connec-
tions among diverse disciplines and a 
broad foundation of knowledge have long 
been hallmarks of a Whitman education.  
A robust program in computational think-
ing adds much to these and other skills 
necessary for success in the 21st century.  
Our expanded program, made possible by 
the Now Is the Time Campaign and gener-
ous donors, will better serve all students 
in computer literacy and provide the tech-
nological expertise needed to help gradu-
ates lead in any field they choose.  

Whitman faculty, staff, and members of a working group of governing board members, 
alumni and parents met with faculty from comparable colleges on June 16 to launch 
planning for an expansion of Whitman’s computer science curriculum.

oveRall goal: $150 million

Current total:
$141.3 million
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By M ac k e n z ie geR R i ngeR ’12, ge M M a Wa l l ac e ’14 a n D 
PRoF essoR oF Biolo g y Pau l ya nce y

Paul: I study adaptations to high pressure in deep-sea 
animals. Recently, I co-wrote a proposal to the National Science 
Foundation to extend my research into the planet’s least-explored 
habitat, the deep-ocean trenches known as hadal (“of Hades”) 
zones for their harsh conditions of low temperatures, eternal 
darkness and highest ocean pressures. A full survey of 
topography, ecosystems and adaptations in the trenches, which 
run from 6,000 meters to 11,000 meters maximum in the 
Mariana Trench, has never been done; we actually know more 
about the surfaces of the Moon and Mars! The geology of the 
trenches, which are sites of major earthquakes and tsunamis, is 
also poorly known. Exploring this realm is a daunting and risky 
task, as the vast majority of marine equipment cannot function 
at depths below 6,000 meters. The proposal sought to use a 
variety of advanced pressure-hardened technologies: camera 
landers (which descend to one site and film animals attracted to 
bait), traps and Nereus, the world’s only robotic submersible 
capable of full ocean depth. Built at the Woods Hole 

Oceanographic Institution, Nereus was designed to cruise along 
the seafloor filming with five different cameras (including one 
HD set donated by director James Cameron) and to grab 
specimens with a high-tech manipulator arm. Nereus was 
controlled remotely from a mother ship via a hair-width fiber 
optic cable.

From this proposal was born the NSF-funded HADES Project 
(Hadal Ecosystem Study), an international collaboration of 32 
scientists, postdocs, students and Nereus engineers from six 
countries. HADES’ first mission – 40 days on the Research Vessel 
Thompson – was to the Kermadec Trench, which plunges to a 
depth of 10,000 meters and runs northeast of New Zealand 
(where we boarded) towards Samoa (where we disembarked). 
The team included three from Whitman – Gemma Wallace ’14, 
Mackenzie Gerringer ’12 (a graduate student at the University 
of Hawai’i, one of the collaborating institutions) and me.

All: Life at sea is exhausting in the best possible ways. We ran 
operations around the clock, with deployments up to 10,000 me-
ters. The days all blur together in one big dance – standing 
watches, deploying traps and landers, logging Nereus 

Life in the Trenches

Photo by Advanced Imaging & Visualization Lab ©Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution.

Life in the Trenches

The ocean vehicle Nereus 
implodes on a six-mile-deep 
dive, witnessed by Whitman 
Professor of Biology Paul 
Yancey. 
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discoveries, recovering gear, processing animal and sediment 
samples, repeating again … cherishing the occasional two hours 
in the rack when we could. We were sustained by the excitement 
of discovering something new from each depth. Every dive has 
this palpable anticipation and potential, so we keep working, 
even through times of failure – and there were many of those in 
this high-risk project: the Nereus cable broke several times, its 
winch was damaged by the fringes of a passing cyclone, one land-
er camera was destroyed by pressure and, most traumatically, 
Nereus itself imploded under pressure after finishing most of its 
deepest (10,000 meter) survey.

Despite this loss, Nereus conducted a record-setting set of 
surveys at depths up to 10,000 meters. In addition to dozens of 
hours of high definition videos and many animals, the vehicle 
collected mud cores that will help collaborators measure carbon 
input in the trench. This will be critical knowledge for climate 
research as we know that some of Earth’s carbon recycles 
through the trenches, but we do not know how much. We also 
discovered new species and 
behaviors, and that ecosystems 
change rather dramatically with 
depth over smaller distances 
than previously thought. At the 
shallower depths, dives revealed 
deep-sea specimens found 
worldwide, including rattail fish, 
cusk eels and amphipods, 
universal ocean scavengers 
familiar to most as those near-
microscopic “beach f leas” 
hopping around kelp debris on 
beaches and relatives of your tiny 
garden pill bugs. Diving to true 
hadal depths at 6,500 to 7,000 
meters, things really changed. 
On rocks were “gardens” of sea 
lilies (crinoids), a stalked 
echinoderm group that was far more widespread in the oceans 
millions of years ago. In large numbers were numerous amphipod 
species including the “supergiant” amphipod.

 
Gemma: Amphipods are perhaps the best model animals for 

studying adaptations to extreme pressure. They are one of the 
few groups to live across all ocean depths, and they can be readily 
collected in large numbers with baited traps. Among the many 
species we collected, one specimen was especially striking: a 
“supergiant” brought up from 7,000 meters. “Supergiant” is an 
excellent way to describe this animal: compared to those tiny 
beach fleas, these are enormous, up to almost a foot long! An 
eerie, translucent yellow, supergiants are uncommon and 
mysterious creatures. This special specimen will shed light on 
how biochemical adaptations allow animals to survive the 
extreme conditions of the deep sea. Thus far, we have identified 
a number of compounds in deep-sea amphipods that may protect 
them from the crushing effects of extreme pressure. Interestingly, 
some of these compounds may have biomedical applications, and 
one is currently being tested in drug trials for Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

Mackenzie: Also found in surprisingly large numbers were 
– in my admittedly biased opinion – one of the most fascinating 
fish in the sea, the hadal snailfish. These are the deepest-living 
fish and the lone vertebrates from about 6,500 to 8,000 meters. 
This particular species of hadal snailfish is exclusively native to 
the Kermadec Trench. These little pink fish feast on amphipods. 
Incredibly, they have no scales, just a thin, transparent layer of 
skin and a gel-filled body that leave their internal organs visible 
even in Nereus footage. Prior to this cruise, only a handful had 
ever been caught. Our collection from this cruise will be 
groundbreaking in understanding these amazing animals. 

All: At 8,100 meters and deeper, no fish live (Paul has 
proposed that this is due to their inability to cope with the 
highest pressures). Unchecked by predatory fish, amphipods were 
seen swarming in staggering numbers, scavenging anything dead 
that sinks to the bottom and eating each other – not just 
carnivorous but also cannibalistic! We even found a mysterious 

eight-armed gelatinous animal 
seemingly new to science.

Mackenzie: Seeing the few 
shattered pieces of Nereus rise to 
the surface further instilled in 
me a sense of awe at the barely 
fathomable extremes of the 
environment into which we 
delve. It is one thing to know the 
number 10,000 meters, or to cite 
your favorite depth factoid (far 
deeper than Everest is tall, the 
psi equivalent of 8,000 elephants 
standing on a car). It is something 
else entirely to witness the power 
of that amount of pressure. It 
makes me marvel ever more 
profoundly at hadal animals such 

as the snailfish – so seemingly fragile – are positively thriving 
under the crushing weight of 7,000 meters of water. 

With the misfortunes of this cruise in mind, it may seem odd 
that this is my dream job. My hands smell relentlessly of fish bait; 
I spend a good part of my day squeezed into a fish trap tying 
knots from awkward angles; I have earned more bruises than I 
can count and we work around the clock for weeks. But I can say 
without a doubt that this is exactly what I want to be doing. We’re 
pulling back the curtains on one of our planet’s most 
extraordinary and least understood habitats, an area that so few 
have glimpsed at all. 

All: There is an innate curiosity and attraction to 
understanding the extremes of life and pushing the extremes 
of technology. We’re always looking to know the limits, to 
challenge them, to redefine them. This perpetual drive for 
progress and exploration is something very fundamental to the 
human spirit. For us, trench exploration embodies these goals. 
We will continue to develop and harness the technologies that 
allow us to discover and understand the species with whom we 
share our planet.

Supergiant amphipod found at 7,100 meters. 
Photo by Paul Yancey.

IN THEIR WORDS
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When Karl Mering ’15 stands on the 
starting blocks, he normally feels no 
pressure. The swimmer, who excels in the 
100 and 200 yard butterfly, relies on his 
classical piano training to calm his 
anxiety. 

“Swimming and playing the piano are 
both performances,” he said. “Playing 
recitals has helped me to not let the 
anxiety of a performance take over.”

However, at the NCAA Division III 
National Championships, held in 
Indianapolis, Ind., March 19 to 22, the 
piano performance major felt the jitters. 
Despite finishing sixth in the 100 yard 
preliminaries thanks to his goggles falling 
off, he considered himself a contender to 
win nationals. 

“I had the expectation that I should 
win, not that I would, but that I should 
win nationals,” Mering said.

The expectation made sense. He 
dominated the 100 yard butterfly the 
entire season, so the pressure was on in 
the finals. He felt it in his stomach.

Race officials “bring you to a ‘ready 
room,’ where you sit down for like 15 
minutes with all your competitors. You’re 

all ignoring each other. Brooding over the 
race. Then they line you up and walk you 
out. It created so much anxiety,” Mering 
said. 

Normally, he said he listens to music 
before a race, because it “gives you some 
distraction. But I didn’t this time. I was 
too nervous to listen. I was trying to get 
into my head and focus on my race.”

Despite not listening to Schubert’s 
piano sonata in B-flat, his favorite piece of 
classical music, and despite a “really long 
flip-turn into the last wall,” Mering closed 
out the last 25 yards of his race strong and 
won. 

“I was coming off that last wall and 
thought, ‘Just put your head down and get 
to the finish as fast as you can.’ I got to the 
wall and couldn’t read any of the names. 
But then I saw the number one by my 
name. I was like, ‘Oh my, God.’ I was so 
happy.”

His title-winning time of 47.91 edged 
out Samuel Gill from Connecticut College 
by a whisper – .01 of a second. 

The 5,000 calories of food he ate per 
day this season, and the 6,000 yards he 
swam at each practice, paid off. Mering 
became Whitman’s first-ever national 
champion.

Oh, by the way, he also finished third 
in the 200 yard butterfly.  

“Karl is the real deal,” said Whitman’s 
swim coach Jennifer Blomme. “He’s a big, 
strong swimmer with terrific mechanics. 
He gives incredible attention to detail – 
from how many kicks off the wall, to the 
number of strokes he takes in his first 
length, to his race strategy – he’s a really 
smart swimmer.”

Plus, he has size 13 feet. That helps. 
But the key to Mering’s success?

“First and foremost, you need to have 
the desire to go to practice,” he said. “That 
starts with a good team dynamic. A fun 
team atmosphere makes the grind of 
practice easier. That’s number one in 
being successful. 

“You also need to have goals. Maybe 
not concrete goals. Mine were short term, 
focusing on what I can do right now in 
this set to be successful. Focus on the task 
at hand while keeping in mind how 
awesome it would be to do well at the end 
of all this. That’s what helped me get 
through all the practices.” 

And where is Mering’s national 
championship trophy? 

“My parents have it.”

Life Aquatic
Karl Mering ’15 becomes Whitman’s first-
ever national champion in Division III era.
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Each chapter begins with a song lyric. Sherman Alexie wrote 
the words while Jim Boyd, a Colville Indian and a musician, 
wrote the music. 

It is music which is the key to “Reservation Blues,” a 1995 
novel which charts the course of Coyote Springs, an all-Indian 
rock ’n’ roll band that forms on the Spokane Indian Reservation 
in Eastern Washington. In Alexie’s novel, music is a means to tell 
stories – stories filled with humor and sadness.

The first character we meet in the book is the long-dead Rob-
ert Johnson, who walks onto the reservation, guitar in hand and 
on the run from the devil. Benny Goodman, Janis Joplin, the 
Beatles and Jimi Hendrix all receive honorary mentions. (Jim 
Morrison a few less-than-honorary ones.)

Alexie and Boyd have not performed the fictional band’s real 
songs together for more than a decade. After listening to them 
last year, Alexie says: “I think there are two good ones, one okay 
one and the rest are crap.” 

For Alexie, novel writing is part wish fulfillment. “I wrote 
about rock musicians because I wanted to be one, at least in my 

mind,” he says. But for Thomas, Victor and Junior – the three 
characters who form Coyote Springs – music is “the way out.” 

Perhaps it’s also a kind of secular prayer? “If it is prayer, it’s 
really desperate prayer,” Alexie says. “It’s the puritanical version 
of really dirty blues music. It’s that combination of the devil of 
rock music and the god of Catholicism being the same person.”

POVERTY AND PAT BENATAR

Alexie speaks as he writes: in contradictory truths. 
While “the book is 18 years old and the questions are still the 

same,” when asked if he thinks it’s still representative of the 
young Indian experience on the Spokane reservation, he says: 
“No. I mean, maybe on a general level, but with the Internet, you 
have to actively focus on being culturally disconnected.”

And today’s poverty has a whole different shape. Young Indi-
ans all have “some hotshot cellphone. And I know some of them 
are very poor – I know their parents.”

Interview with a “Part-Time Indian”
His grandmother’s babysitter was Chief Joseph. He has appeared on “The Colbert Report.” 
He laughs with you but he also talks about genocide. When you speak to Sherman Alexie – 
this year’s Summer Read author – you cover a lot of ground. Just don’t ask him to be a 
spokesman for anyone.

By Da n iel F. le R ay

18 Whitman Magazine
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When he was growing up, music, pop 
culture and art were the ways he connect-
ed culturally with the world. “I don’t think 
I’ve ever thought of it this way, but you 
know, Pat Benatar was my iPhone.”

Alexie’s mother, siblings and cousins 
still live on the reservation. Only he and 
one uncle live in Seattle. His connection 
to the place hasn’t changed, but it is a 
complex one.

“My reservation is gorgeous. It’s essen-
tially one giant pine forest nestled be-
tween the Columbia and Spokane rivers. 
So its physical beauty, in a way, is a trap, 
and its physical beauty can mask its spiri-
tual poverty. For me,” he says, “a pine tree 
equals poverty. Unlike most other Indians, 
I actually have an antagonistic relation-
ship with nature.”

The physical and spiritual limits of the 
reservation are what whites use to define 
Indians, yet the reservation is an entirely 
white invention. 

“It’s not just a white invention. It’s a 
white act of war. We are defined by what 
was done to us. We are defined by the 
crimes committed against us.”

But there is humor even in the darkest 
parts of “Reservation Blues.” Is that innate 
to Alexie’s writing style?

“I always assumed I was funny growing 
up, but I wasn’t. My siblings think I’m the 
least funny. To them, I was the depressed 
guy in the basement playing Dungeons 
and Dragons.” 

He feels that, counterintuitively, he be-
came more culturally connected to his 
tribe by writing books in English, read pri-
marily by white people. Did moving away 
from the traditions of his people bring 
him closer to them?

With a polite subtext of pshaw, Alexie 
says: “I removed myself from many of the 

dysfunctional traditions and further em-
braced more of the functional ones. That’s 
not to say I’m not also a screwed-up, post-
traumatic stress syndrome, bipolar res In-
dian kid. But I’m a slightly healthier 
version of that.”

Growing up on a reservation in Welp-
init, Wash., Alexie’s father was “always 
there, but was also always absent. My fa-
ther was half human, half void.” Then as 
now, “the ways of being an Indian man 
have been completely removed.”

In “Reservation Blues,” fatherhood ap-
pears in its many guises. (One of the two 
songs that Alexie still likes is “Father and 
Farther.”) Thomas Builds-the-Fire’s father 
Samuel is a reservation drunk; Chess 
Warm Water seeks love and solace in Fa-
ther Arnold, the Catholic priest in Welp-
init; and Victor Joseph and Junior Polatkin 
dream of their unhappy childhoods. 

“I have an intense relationship with 
sleep and dreams,” Alexie explains, “be-
cause I’m a lifelong insomniac and a life-
long [sufferer of] night terrors.” Though he 
has recently been diagnosed as bipolar 
and his medication has helped with the in-
somnia, he recognizes that his “unmedi-
cated work” is obsessed with sleep and 
dreaming.

DIGITAL DILEMMAS

On a recent “Colbert Report” appear-
ance, Alexie made the case against digital 
books. At that time, his works were un-
available digitally. Now they are. What 
changed? 

“At the time I was sort of holistically 
angry, but as time went on, I realized it is 
really about the business practices of Am-
azon,” he explains. “It’s a monopoly that 

Amazon has over e-book sales, and that’s 
what I’m fighting against: a monopoly over 
books, which is a monopoly over the imag-
ination.”

The power structure of the Internet – 
and, in particular, of Silicon Valley and 
companies like Amazon and Google – is 
libertarian, according to Alexie. 

“For me, the struggle about e-books is 
about the white guy libertarians of the In-
ternet versus the white female liberals of 
the independent book world.” 

And he knows whose side he’s on. “I’ll 
take the white women over the white guys 
in anything. Whenever there’s been a con-
flict between white men and white 
women, white women were right.”

We end by talking about Alexie’s grand-
mother, whose babysitter was Chief Jo-
seph. 

“The acceptable level of genocide de-
nial is insane,” he says. “I am actually only 
two degrees removed from genocide.”

It’s clear that Alexie has a lot to say. 
Does he worry that students attending the 
Summer Read lecture might expect him to 
be a spokesperson for a whole group of 
people? He laughs and says: “I’ll be mock-
ing them five minutes in.”

“I don’t think I’ve 
ever thought of it this 
way, but you know, 
Pat Benatar was my 
iPhone.”

Old man of letters
For its Summer Read program, Whitman College selects a 
noted book which incoming first-years read before arriving 
on campus. During their first week at Whitman, they 
discuss the book with faculty and fellow students.

The 2014 Summer Read Program pick is Sherman Alexie’s 
1995 novel “Reservation Blues.” We asked Alexie how it felt 
to come to Whitman to discuss a book that is older than 
most of the first-year students reading it.

“Having ‘Reservation Blues’ selected makes me proud of 
my two-decade career. It makes me feel like an old man of 
letters,” he said. “I’m not happy to be an old man of 
basketball, but I’m delighted to be an old man of letters.” 

Alexie will visit campus to deliver a lecture and share 
personal anecdotes on Oct. 1.

FEATURES
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By  eDWa R D Wei nM a n

Pho t os: M at t Ba n DeR a s ’04

By the end of the basketball season 
forward Sarah Anderegg ’14 was covered 
in bumps and bruises. Routinely posting 
up against bigger, stronger hoopsters 
during the Lady Missionaries’ run to the 
NCAA Division III finals, the sociology 
major took a beating – and so did the 
entire team – as Whitman finished 
national runners-up in 2013-14. 

During their season, we witnessed 
sublime athletes pushing themselves 
beyond the point of exhaustion, perfecting 
their physical and mental dexterity. 
Rather than ordinary game photos 
depicting Anderegg and her teammates, 

Whitman Magazine arranged a photo shoot 
to artistically applaud the team’s 
accomplishments and to reveal a different 
side of the starting five. 

Each player had a blast during the 
photo shoot, held in an empty classroom 
inside Maxey Hall. The results appear on 
the following pages: split-portraits 
documenting the athletes’ transformation 
from the basketball court to a celebratory 
night out. 

The portraits still the perpetual motion 
of these athletes, and forward the 
aesthetics of the human form with perfect 
symmetry. The players look like 
superheroes, as the camera captures the 
Fab Five’s power, athletic prowess and 
grace.

The 
Fab Five

Sarah Anderegg ’14
Height: 6-2
Position: Forward/Post
Hometown: Redmond, Wash.
Major: Sociology, Spanish minor

“Even though we didn’t win the 
championship, I still feel like a winner. 
By the end of the season I was 
covered in bumps and bruises, but I 
had laughter and love in my heart 
from all the memories that we made 
along the way.”

Heather Johns ’15
Height: 5-7
Position: Guard
Hometown: West Richland, Wash.
Major: Biochemistry, biophysics, and 
molecular biology

“The success on the court was just 
icing on top of an amazing year spent 
making memories with the team that I 
call my family. Epic team. Epic 
season.”

Meghan White ’14 
Height: 6-0 
Position: Post
Hometown: Huntington Beach, Calif.
Major: Biology/geology

“Unbelievable! I’ll always remember 
the times spent with the Whitman 
fans, Walla Walla community and my 
family, a.k.a., my team. OoooOoooo!”

Tiffani Traver ’14
Height: 5-8
Position: Guard
Hometown: Oregon City, Ore.
Major: Mathematics

“We accomplished so many things 
and made history, but the best part is 
that it was spent with people who I 
consider family.”

Hailey McDonald ’16
Height: 5-8
Position: Guard
Hometown: Portland, Ore.
Major: Economics-environmental 
studies 

“It was the biggest and best 
adventure I’ve ever had. I’m just glad I 
got to spend it with these girls and 
this team.”
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Nicole Comforto ’04 is fighting the social injustice that is illiteracy by 
procuring hundreds (soon to be thousands) of books that will be uploaded 
to a cloud-based library which children from the developing world can 
then download to cheap tablets, phones or a school’s PC. 

Clouds of Books
By eDWa R D Wei nM a n
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Reducing illiteracy literally saves lives. According 
to a United Nations report on education, a child born to a mother 
who can read is 50 percent more likely to survive past age five.

Unfortunately, 250 million children worldwide are not 
learning basic reading, writing and arithmetic skills from their 
mothers, fathers or teachers.

Nicole Comforto ’04 is chipping away at this illiteracy 
epidemic. From a shared workspace near Times Square, the 
former French language and literature major is creating a 
repository of e-books for kindergarten through 12th grade 
students to download onto a tablet, smartphone or PC. 

As the director of educational resources for the innovative 
nonprofit Library For All, Comforto is building a library in the 
cloud.

“Literacy and a quality education lead to higher income, 
longer lives and healthier families,” said Comforto, who prior to 
joining Library For All worked as a consultant with UNESCO in 
Paris. 

Dedicated to improving access to education worldwide, she 
joined the nonprofit, now active in Haiti, because it was working 
on a scalable idea that would help solve illiteracy. 

“Education ties in to all development goals, like health, 
poverty, access to water. I felt I needed to do something bigger to 
solve this problem, and I wanted to be part of that solution.”

STACKS OF EMPTY SHELVES
After the devastating earthquake in Haiti in 2010, Library For 

All founder and CEO Rebecca McDonald traveled to the 
Caribbean island to help rebuild. She visited Haitian schools that 
had fewer than 30 books to share between hundreds of students. 

“These books were so precious that they were kept under lock 
and key,” McDonald said. 

Delivering boxes of books to an island nation whose roads and 
infrastructure had been brutalized by a 7.3 magnitude 
earthquake, which killed more than 200,000 and displaced more 
than 1.5 million Haitians, seemed unrealistic. Even as Haitians 
began rebuilding their communities, shipping educational 
supplies was costly and unsustainable. 

E-books take up no physical space. Thus, the idea for Library 
For All: cheaply deliverable educational materials transferred 
over an ever-growing web of mobile networks.

A Kickstarter campaign raised $110,000 to launch a pilot 
program in Haiti in October 2013. Currently, there are two 
Haitian schools using Library For All, one a 530-student school 
called Respire Haiti, located on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince. 
Comforto said that some of these students were former 
“restaveks,” which means child slaves. 

Providing e-books for poor children to read on tablets and 
smartphones sounds like a terrific idea, but how will 
impoverished kids get their hands on expensive electronics? 
While Library For All has managed to drum up a collection of 
donated tablets, the ultimate solution rests in Haitian hands. 

“So far we’ve just gotten off the ground, but we’re testing 
tablets from a brand new Haitian company called Surtab,” 
Comforto said.

The first PC manufacturer in Haiti, Surtab specializes in 
producing inexpensive and durable Android tablets. This upstart 
manufacturer wants to help answer some of the biggest 
challenges faced by Haitian society, including illiteracy and 
education, so allying with Library For All made perfect sense.

“We feel this partnership is a textbook case of organizations 
with different expertise joining forces to leverage each other with 
the aim of achieving greater goals than we could have 
individually,” said Patrick Sagna, head of business development 
at Surtab.
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“I believe in the power of education and the 
power of books; reading is not a privilege, but a 
human right, and Library For All recognizes that 
right,” said Stephanie Laing, producer on the 
HBO show “Veep.” A
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“For Surtab, it means that we will soon be able to offer – at 
very low cost – not only a great tablet PC for kids attending 
school, but also, thanks to Library For All’s app, support material 
enhancing the educational experience beyond the classroom.”

Having visited Surtab’s factory floor, Comforto said the 
founder eventually plans to load these $50-tablets with Library 
For All’s curriculum straight off the assembly line. So imminently, 
the stacks of empty shelves will transform into tablets loaded 
with thousands of books, limited only by the device’s memory. 

“The biggest challenge for me is working with our major 
publishers to provide books. We have publishers that will give us 
books but it’s a slow process. It sounds easy but it’s filled with 
complications,” Comforto said.

One complication is ensuring publishers that tech bandits 
don’t steal the free content publishers provide to the participating 
schools. To combat these bandits, Library For All takes steps to 
encrypt the content at every stage of the process, from donation 
to storage in a database, upload into the cloud, and the final 
download onto a student’s tablet. 

“We want to protect publishers’ intellectual property. We don’t 
want their books to become like all those cheap, pirated DVDs 
sold on street corners,” Comforto said. 

In its infancy, the nonprofit has a limited selection of books 
– about 600 – of which half are in Haitian Creole, a large swath 
in French, while a small selection in English and Spanish round 
off the collection. 

Comforto said that their stacks of e-books include everything 
from early readers such as “The Jungle Book” to classic literature 

that she read in high school, “The Count of Monte Cristo” and 
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame.” They also have textbooks.

“Textbooks are a big part of what we’re trying to do. We have 
met with Haiti’s ministry of education to develop a section in our 
library that makes it easy for students to find textbooks based on 
Haiti’s curriculum.” 

SIX DEGREES OF SEPARATION
Library For All wants to become the nexus between publishers 

and the schools educating underprivileged students.  
“We want to get books into schools and get kids learning,” 

Comforto said. 
To achieve this goal, they have undertaken an inventive 

program to find willing partners on the ground who can help the 
nonprofit give millions of children access to its digital library. 

“We want to get books into schools and 
get kids learning,” Comforto said.
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Called Six Degrees of Education, the campaign aims to establish 
connections to 17 philanthropists the nonprofit has identified as 
advocates for education. These so-called “Keylisters” include 
patrons of education such as Queen Rania of Jordan, George 
Lucas and Laura Bush. 

Leveraging social media, Library For All hopes its followers 
will talk about the campaign with their friends who might know 
someone who knows someone who knows a Keylister. The 
campaign is based on the popular notion that any two people on 
Earth are only separated by six degrees, in this case, six degrees 
from an elite, well-moneyed philanthropist.  

The campaign experienced a jump-start when Stephanie 
Laing, producer on the HBO show “Veep,” brought her production 
crew down to the Library For All offices on a Saturday morning 
and produced the Six Degrees of Education campaign video. 

“I believe in the power of education and the power of books; 
reading is not a privilege, but a human right, and Library For All 
recognizes that right,” Laing said, explaining why as a mother of 
three children and a busy producer she became involved with the 
nonprofit.

“I’m deeply committed to supporting Library For All and 
helping them to unlock knowledge all over the world. Our time 
is as valuable as what we choose to do with it, and Library For All 
gives us all the chance to inspire children to dream, learn and 
achieve,” Laing said. 

AN EDUCATION IS ABOUT MORE THAN 
READING HARRY POTTER

After having established itself in Haiti, Library For All plans 
to expand into Africa, starting with either Rwanda or the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

“Every country where the World Bank reports that the average 
person lives in poverty, we eventually want to be there,” 
Comforto said. 

This might seem like an unrealistic goal. Not every 
underdeveloped country will have a Surtab factory producing 
inexpensive Android tablets. Plus, Library For All can only find 
a finite number of partners on the ground willing to donate 
electronic reading devices. 

These challenges won’t dissuade Comforto and her colleagues 
from uploading more books to the cloud because of one simple 
device – the mobile phone, ubiquitous even in developing 
countries. The World Bank and African Development Bank 
calculate that there are 650 million mobile users in Africa, 
surpassing the number in the U.S. or Europe. 

“In some African countries, more people have access to a 
mobile phone than to clean water, a bank account or electricity,” 
Comforto said.

By putting a growing supply of books literally in the hands of 
mobile phone users, Comforto says Library For All can spread 
around the globe, fighting what she calls the social injustice 
triggered by a lack of access to information. 

“Being unable to access information is a social injustice when 
you look at the impact illiteracy has on the children we’re trying 
to help. An education is not just whether or not you can enjoy the 
Harry Potter series. Literacy is about participation in a 
democracy,” Comforto said.

For more information on Library For All, go to  
www.libraryforall.org  

Six Degrees of Education Campaign:  
sixdegrees.libraryforall.org
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By eDWa R D Wei nM a n

In a top-secret location, somewhere 
near Malibu, Calif., Andrew Poole ’06 
spent last spring in what he called “the 
most posh prison on the face of the Earth.”

That luxurious prison was no prison at 
all. It was the mansion where ABC 
producers filmed the hit series “The 
Bachelorette.” Poole, a media solutions 
strategist at Facebook, was competing 
with more than 20 eligible bachelors for 
the love and affection of Andi Dorfman, a 
26-year-old assistant district attorney.

What’s a high-level Facebook employee 
with a history degree from a prestigious 

liberal arts college doing on a dating 
show?

“It was out of the blue. Never anything 
I ever imagined doing,” Poole said. 

Poole is handsome. He works at one of 
the world’s most conspicuous companies. 
And one night, while at a Los Angeles 
restaurant celebrating a friend’s birthday, 
a female scout for the show recruited 
Poole to sign up for the melodramatic soap 
opera that is “The Bachelorette.” 

“I met with the producers. They helped 
me understand how everything would 
work. I thought, ‘Hey, this might be kind 
of fun.’ It worked out pretty well, because 
Facebook rewards strong performance, 

and they allowed me to take time off to do 
the show.”

Describing his job as intense, Poole 
decided to woo a woman on national 
television rather than spend time off 
traveling the globe. He figured the show 
would be a mellow break from work. 

“Obviously, I wanted to meet somebody 
cool and potentially find a wife. I was 
skeptical of that happening, but why not?”

Heck, it beats trying to find a 
companion on OkCupid, although at least 
with online dating there are no television 
cameras. 

“It’s surreal, but at a certain point you 
forget about the cameras,” Poole said. 

The Dating Game
Facebook media strategist Andrew Poole ’06 
seeks true love on television. 

Photo courtesy of ABC/Rick Rowell
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“My biggest misconception about the 
show was that it was scripted, but these 
are not actors. They are real people with 
real jobs from different parts of the 
country. They’ve just found themselves in 
this contrived experience. But it’s real 
situations and real life.”

The realness of the show hit home after 
the tragic death of Eric Hill, one of the 
contestants on “The Bachelorette.” The 
entertainment trade magazine “Variety” 
reported that Hill died after being 
critically injured in an accident near Point 
of the Mountain in Utah, where he was 
paragliding with friends.

Poole attended Hill’s funeral. 
“Eric was one of the guys on the show 

with whom I bonded most. He was 
probably the most easygoing, genuine 
person of the bunch,” Poole said. 

“Never one to judge and unwaveringly 
loyal to those he called friends. Even 
though I only knew him for a few weeks, 
I’ll miss him.”

Filming has since wrapped on “The 
Bachelorette.” Poole has returned to 
Facebook, where he manages a team that 
“focuses on helping advertisers leverage 
the Facebook platform more effectively.” 
He’s where he belongs. 

“I grew up in Silicon Valley, so I always 
knew I wanted to get into the tech 
industry. It’s been a focus of mine since 
college,” Poole said.

In fact, the social network he developed 
at Whitman helped Poole land his first job 
in the tech industry as part of a recruiting 
team at Google. 

“Google was a result of a referral from 
a fraternity brother from Whitman. The 
rest is history,” Poole said.

Poole thrives at Facebook because he 
says it’s a dynamic company and he’s 
working with brilliant employees who are 
all “passionate about what Facebook is 
trying to accomplish – connect everybody 
with frictionless sharing.”

Just as television viewers have 
misconceptions about reality shows like 
“The Bachelorette,” Facebook users have 
misconceptions about the social 
networking company.

“People don’t realize that Facebook is a 
company in the traditional sense. It’s hard 
for people to conceptualize that there are 
thousands of employees behind this 
website trying to provide a quality 
experience or bring in more users,” Poole 
said.

Despite living the dream by working at 
Facebook, a company that could be 
described as ground zero in the tech 
industry, Poole says he’s open to any 
serendipitous opportunities in the 
entertainment industry that might 
develop thanks to his stint on “The 
Bachelorette,” but he’s not counting on 
becoming an overnight sensation once the 
show airs. 

“It’s too early to assume that my 
appearance will open doors to the 
entertainment industry, but I’m open to it. 
I have to wait until the show goes on the 
air and see how people react to me, but 
I’m excited to see how this pans out.” 

While most alumni from reality shows 
become yesterday’s news as soon as the 
next season begins, Poole doesn’t regret 
one minute he spent on “The 
Bachelorette,” despite admitting that he 
had very little time to himself during the 
show to the point where one of the few 
activities he could do to escape the 
wandering eyes of the camera was nap. 
(He took a lot of naps.) 

Because he signed what he called a 
“serious non-disclosure contract with 
serious repercussions for disclosing 
anything,” Poole won’t reveal whether or 
not he received the final rose from Andi, 
the bachelorette. 

As for what the avid fans of “The 
Bachelorette,” who can be impulsively 
judgmental, will think of Poole when the 
show airs, he’s not too concerned. 

“Even though I might have screwed up 
my chance to talk to Andi on different 
occasions, my friends and family won’t 
judge me for what they see on TV. It  
really doesn’t matter what anyone else 
thinks.”

“It’s too early to assume 
that my appearance [on 
the show] will open doors 
to the entertainment 
industry … but I’m excited 
to see how this pans out.” 

“Obviously, I wanted to 
meet somebody cool 
and potentially find a 
wife. I was skeptical of 
that happening, but 
why not?”

The 411 on 
Andrew Poole

// Age: 30

// Occupation: Media Solutions 
Strategist

// Hometown: Portola Valley, CA

// Height: 6’1”

// Major at Whitman: History

// Favorite Breakfast Foods: 
Eggs, Oatmeal, Berries

// If you could have one 
superpower, what would it be? 
Flying – to explore, feel freedom, 
speed.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f A
B

C
/C

ra
ig

 S
jo

di
n



34 Whitman Magazine

Designing the Future
Five alumni clustering together at Harvard’s prestigious Graduate School of 
Design describe the essence of urban planning and landscape architecture. 
And, no, they’re not learning how to mow lawns and weed gardens. 

SARAH CANEPA ’12
Whitman: Studio Art
GSD Program: Master of Landscape 
Architecture

 The final meeting of my landscape 
history seminar this spring ended with a 
question: “Is ‘landscape architecture’ the 
appropriate term for our discipline?” To 
those of you unfamiliar with the many 
facets of what are collectively called the 
“design professions,” it may seem a curious 
and even unnecessary exercise to ponder 
the label attached to one’s field of study. 
But focus on the image that appears in 
your mind when you read these words: 
landscape architecture. Do you see a 
coastal city, Jersey City or New Orleans, 
developing infrastructure to combat rising 
ocean levels? Or perhaps you think of 
Central Park in New York, and the man 
considered an integral figure to the 

discipline, Frederick Law Olmsted. The 
response that I am most often faced with 
when introducing my chosen career path 
to friends and family is, “Oh, I didn’t know 
they did that at Harvard. Do you think 

you could redo my backyard once you 
graduate?” If I’m feeling self-righteous I 
might respond with something along the 
lines of, “Actually, Harvard has the oldest 
landscape architecture program in the 

Sarah Canepa - Tidal Land, 2013. A Photoshop collage imagining a designed salt marsh at 
Fan Pier, a segment of industrial waterfront located on Boston’s Inner Harbor.
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country, founded in 1900 by…” You get 
the idea. But what I usually keep to myself 
is the desire to exclaim, “No! I will not 
waste my time weeding your garden – 
don’t you know that landscape 
architecture is going to save the world?”

This is, admittedly, a dramatic 
statement, but it is a sentiment that I 
strongly believed when I applied to 
graduate school and one that I still try to 
take seriously one year into my education 
at the GSD. The truth is, all of the ideas 
that popped into your head a few 
sentences ago fall under the umbrella of 
landscape architecture, as do many more. 
This summer, for example, I am very 
excited to be working with one of my 
professors at the GSD, Zaneta Hong, 
whose research focuses on the 
development of innovative architectural 
materials and technologies and who is a 
principal at the GA Collaborative, a 
nonprofit group of artists and designers 
whose most recent project engages a 
community-driven approach to designing 
and building low-income housing in 
Masoro, Rwanda. 

LARA MEHLING ’11
Whitman: Environmental Humanities
GSD Program: Master of Landscape 
Architecture

When people ask me what brought me 
to landscape architecture and I tell them 
that I studied environmental humanities, 
I am often met with a slightly inquisitive 
expression. To me, however, it is not a 
puzzle as to how my interest in studio art 
and this major at Whitman brought me to 
this field. What surprises me is that the 
modes of learning practiced within a 
liberal arts education translate into an 
entirely different academic experience. 
Whitman’s innovative program Semester 
in the West instituted in me a belief that 
“doing” as a mode fosters creativity. And 
Phil Brick, professor of politics and 
environmental studies – his approach to 
teaching, which involves much fieldwork 
and encourages individual initiative, 
continues to hold relevance in my daily 
work as a design student. I came out of 
Whitman knowing that I wanted to work 
in and for the environment, but I also 
knew that I wanted to approach this work 
through art and design. Under the 
steadfast guidance of Don Snow, senior 
lecturer of environmental humanities and 
general studies, I completed my studies at 

Whitman with an interdisciplinary, visual 
thesis that spanned the departments I 
knew best. 

JASON BRAIN ’08
Whitman: Studio Art and Philosophy
GSD Program: Master of Landscape 
Architecture

This past fall at Harvard I was very 
lucky to have an introduction to Ralph 
Eggleston, who is a production designer 
(chief art director) at Pixar. Over dinner 
with Ralph, I was surprised to hear that 
many production designers come from 

architectural backgrounds. I didn’t need 
much convincing that storytelling by way 
of expressive design was the way to take 
professional ownership of my art practice 
that I began back at Whitman. I’ve since 
worked as an art director on a feature 
animation, as a concept designer with 
20th Century Fox, and currently have my 
sights set on the territory of pre-
visualization production houses. A day in 
the GSD reveals that the once hard-
delineated traditional design fields have 
now all succumbed to identity crises, 

unsure of who has authority over which 
territory. Taking advantage of the 
disciplinary bedlam, I excitedly wear all 
the hats at once depending on the nature 
of the project.

 Professors who acknowledge a 
student’s earnest desire to work with their 
own voice are rare, but thankfully 
available at Whitman and Harvard. Such 
championing faculty members don’t 
always come from the department one 
might expect them to come from, hence 
the importance of a liberal arts education. 
Philosophy professor Tom Davis and 
foreign languages and literatures professor 
Akira Takemoto, who are not studio 
artists, nonetheless led me to the GSD 
with their caring support of my 
burgeoning love of art and fiction. 
Whitman and Harvard are springboards 
of unparalleled potential energy, but the 
jump into professional design can only 
come from the kinetic volition of your 
own calling.

ALAN WAXMAN ’08
Whitman: Anthropology and Japanese
GSD Program: Master of Landscape 
Architecture

In my second year at Whitman, Akira 
Takemoto, professor of Japanese poetry 
and art, introduced me to chanoyu (the art 
of serving tea). Around the same time, I 
began studying the Ichishkiin language (a 
Native American language) and learned to 
build and care for a Cayuse ritual bathing 
house. I teamed up with Mary Keith from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
Walla Walla and Wes Jones, a local 
craftsman and ritual bathing expert. As 
my understanding of these beautiful webs 
of tradition has deepened, I continue to 

Jason Brain - Character casting and 
costume concepts for Dream Meridian, a 
conceptual film project.

Alan Waxman - Willow garden landscape.

“...no matter how 
powerless or powerful 
we appear to be in 
society, we can still knit 
together our families 
and our shared places if 
we can become aware 
of the hidden suffering 
of our friends and 
relatives.”

Alan Waxman ’08

ALUMNI PROFILE
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Jason Brain - Color keys of a scene for the animation Hightailed, a conceptual film project.

Lara Mehling - Urban landscape from the view of a reptile and bug.

realize that fragility and weakness are at 
the heart of community-making. We 
might call this healing.

These practices and traditions form the 
core of my landscape design practice. My 
master’s thesis, titled “Neighborhood 
Doctor,” is about fragility, strength and 
imagination among neighborhood groups 
in Brownsville, Brooklyn.

As work unfolds, I advocate that no 
matter how powerless or powerful we 
appear to be in society, we can still knit 
together our families and our shared 
places if we can become aware of the 
hidden suffering of our friends and 
relatives.

Landscapes are a powerful medium for 
visualizing these points of poignancy that 
move us. We might say that landscape 
architecture is an applied environmental 
humanities. We might say that the 
program at the GSD is an appropriate 
complement to the Whitman education.

Together, this education has provided 
some sense of the human nature of 
suffering. Now, the garden we make 
together, in which we share this 
knowledge, is ours to imagine.

WILL STEIN ’11
Whitman: History
GSD Program: Master of Urban Planning

The complex environmental, social, 
economic, spatial and designed inputs 
that shape the cities we want to live in 
don’t fit into easily distinguishable boxes, 
or for that matter, disciplines. Urban 
planning is oftentimes thought of as a go-
between; we communicate and add a 
unique perspective between scientists, 
architects, engineers, policy makers and 
capital. The challenges facing our cities, 
whether it’s increased urban flooding or 
equity concerns in radically changing 
housing markets, are all urban planning. 
One of my professors of urban planning, 
Jerold Kayden, often says, “To plan is 
human, to implement is divine.” As I move 
on from the GSD, my planning colleagues 
(and, I think, I myself) are better prepared 
to contribute new ideas as well implement 
the ideas of other talented designers and 
hopefully make cities even greater. 
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2014 Reunion Weekend
Sept. 17-21, 2014

 ■ Class of 1949
 ■ Class of 1954
 ■ Class of 1959
 ■ Class of 1974
 ■ Classes of 1983, 1984 and 1985
 ■ Class of 1989
 ■ Class of 2004
 ■ Classes of 2008, 2009 and 2010

Combined reunions build a 
bigger Whitman family
 This year marks the first time that 
multiple generations of Whitman 
alumni will be on campus together for 
their class reunions. 
 The new reunion schedule will 
bring together alumni stretching all 
the way from the Class of 1949 to the 
Class of 2010. The combined 
reunions are designed to help build 
relationships between alumni across 
generations, and will take place  
Sept. 17- 21.
 “Combining the reunions will 
allow participants not only to 
reconnect with their classmates, but 
also to make connections with 
several generations of Whitties,” said 
Kirsten Adams Gable ’01, vice 
president of the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors. 
 “We believe this will really 
reinforce the notion that the Whitman 
experience truly does span 
generations.”
 This fall, classes that graduated 
35 to 45 years ago will join alumni 
who graduated five to 25 years ago, 
along with those who graduated 
50-plus years ago. The exception is 
for alumni marking their 50th Class 
Reunion. They still gather 
Commencement weekend in May.
 The reunion will feature several 
first-time events, including the All 
Class dinner and party, as well as a 
Parade of Classes. Having such a 
large number of alumni on campus 
during the fall semester will provide 
current Whitman students with the 
chance to meet, speak and network 
with multiple generations of alumni 
working in a wide range of profes-
sional fields, according to Gable.
 “It will really make an impact and 
demonstrate to current students that 
the Whitman experience never ends.”
 For more information on Reunion 
Weekend 2014, visit www.whitman.
edu/reunions.
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Steven Windell ’62 
tells of a trip from 
Seattle to Glacier 
Bay in “Transcending 
the Gordian Knot: A 
Boating Adventure 
With a Father-Son 
Rite of Passage.” 
The journey of 2,400 
miles in 24 days 
comes alive in 
Steven’s journal and 
photos. Whirlpools, 
fast flowing currents, drifting logs, storms 
and engine breakdowns – these are only a 
few of the challenges facing a father and his 
teenage son in their voyage from Seattle to 
Glacier Bay, Alaska, in an open 19.5-foot 
motorboat. This is the personal story of a 
father who begins by giving his son the gift of 
a high school graduation trip, and ends in the 
realization that the arduous boat trip 
challenged his own notions of fatherhood 
and much more. 

The latest book by 
Lesley Johnson 
Farmer ’71, 
“Introduction to 
Reference and 
Information Services 
for Today’s School 
Libraries,” covers 
the A-Z of both 
reference and 
information services 
for today’s library. 
Everything from 
teaching students 
how to use sources 
to both in-person and virtual reference 
service is covered. A key feature of the text is 
an annotated bibliography of core print and 
electronic sources for elementary, middle 
and high school collections. Lesley now 
chairs the Department of Advanced Studies 
in Education and Counseling at California 
State University Long Beach. 

“What Color are 
Your Assets: An 
Insider’s Guide to 
Rare Coins and 
Precious Metals,” 
by Lawrence 
Goldberg ’76, takes 
you on a tour inside 
the precious metals 
and rare coin 
markets, providing 
answers to the most 
common and 
important questions 
asked by investors and collectors: How do I 
buy for value? How do I avoid rip-offs? Why 
are precious metals and rare coins vital for 
today’s investor? Lawrence outlines the 
fundamental ways of thinking and practical 
approaches that arm any investor or 
collector with the tools necessary to produce 
consistently outstanding results. 

Charles Kastner 
’77 explores 
long-distance 
footraces of the 
early 20th century in 
his new book “The 
1929 Bunion Derby: 
Johnny Salo and the 
Great Footrace 
Across America.” 
On March 31, 1929, 
77 men began an 
epic 3,554-mile 
footrace across 
America that pushed their bodies to the 
breaking point. Nicknamed the “Bunion 
Derby” by the press, this was the second and 
last of two trans-America footraces held in 
the late 1920s. The men averaged 46 miles a 
day during 78 days of nonstop racing that 
took them from New York City to Los 
Angeles. Kastner’s engrossing account, 
often told from the perspective of the 
participants, evokes the remarkable physical 
challenge the runners experienced and 
clearly bolsters the argument that the last 
Bunion Derby was the greatest long-distance 
footrace of all time. 

Michael Bugni ’80 
has published his 
first novel, a legal 
thriller set in 
Seattle, titled 
“Consumed.” The 
plot is centered on 
a high-profile 
divorce amidst a 
corporate scandal 
in the technology 
sector. Follow  
the events of 
“Consumed” as we 
examine the intersection of technology, 
social engineering and, in this story, the 
drama-inducing landscape of modern-day 
divorce. It is said there are no good divorces, 
but a bad divorce can be murder. For the 
details, Mike invites you to visit www.
consumedthebook.com. 

Ed Swan ’85 has 
updated and 
published a second 
edition of “The Birds 
of Vashon Island.” 
The book thorough-
ly discusses the 
natural history of 
Vashon Island, 
tracing the habitat 
changes over the 
last 150 years and 
their effect on bird 
populations. Current 
habitat types receive full attention to plant/
wildlife relationships, health and amount of 
each habitat, and complete mapping of 
location on the island with six pages of color 
maps. Find more information at Ed’s website, 
www.theswancompany.com. 

“The Bargain from 
the Bazaar: A 
Family’s Day of 
Reckoning in 
Lahore” by Haroon 
K. Ullah ’99 is the 
story of one 
struggling middle-
class Pakistani 
family, compellingly 
narrated by a young 
scholar and diplomat 
who has observed 
the traumas of the 
region first hand. Awais is a shopkeeper in 
the Anarkali Bazaar. Married with three sons, 
he looks back on his journey from idealistic 
young nationalist to increasingly watchful 
and anxious member of the mercantile class 
at the heart of Pakistani life.“The Bargain 
from the Bazaar” – the product of eight years 
of field research – is an intimate window onto 
ordinary middle-class lives caught in the 
maelstrom of a nation falling to pieces. 
Radical Islam is confronted not only in 
distant mountain passes by the armed 
forces, but most personally and tellingly 
across the kitchen table as families like the 
Rezas debate their future. 

Katherine “Katie” 
Songer Dolen ’00 is 
co-author of “Field 
Guide to Wisconsin 
Streams: Plants, 
Fishes, Invertebrates, 
Amphibians and 
Reptiles,” along with 
Michael A. Miller and 
Ron Dolen, published 
by the University of 
Wisconsin Press. 
Authored and edited 
at the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources, the guide 
combines the knowledge of dozens of state 
stream experts, contains more than 1,200 
images, and highlights both threatened/
endangered species and invasives. Katie and 
Ron were the book’s lead editors; the couple 
enjoyed working together and married 
midway through the project. 

The Whitman collection

Submit your masterpiece
The Whitman Collection features books, 
plays, films, art shows and any other 
creative enterprises of Whitman alumni. 
Email submissions to weinmaem@ 
whitman.edu; mail them to Whitman 
Magazine editor, 345 Boyer Ave., Walla 
Walla, WA 99362; or fax them to (509) 
527-4963. 
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Leadership award
President George Bridges awarded Dr. Eric Johnson ’72 the Presidential Leadership 

Award at Whitman’s 2014 Commencement. 
Johnson graduated from Walla Walla High School, and then from Whitman with a 

biology degree, before pursuing medicine at the University of Washington. Today, he’s 
a beloved physician in Spokane. 

But his reach doesn’t only span the communities of Eastern Washington. Johnson 
has also served as a Colonel in the U.S. Air Force Reserve, traveling to such flashpoints 
as Balad, Iraq, and Bagram, Afghanistan, as a leader of a critical care air transport team.

Johnson has also completed 10 medical missions to Guatemala, Mexico, Ethiopia and 
Colombia, providing medical services to children with congenital facial and cardiac ab-
normalities. He has also led two humanitarian missions to Chiang Rai, Thailand, in 
support of an orphanage there.

A dedicated Whitman alumnus, Johnson has served as a member of the W Club 
board since 2009 and began a three-year term as vice president in April 2014. A former 
class rep, he was a reunion chair for the class of 1972’s 20th and 25th reunions, and  
co-chaired the 2008 football reunion. 
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Sarah Deming ’10 
 Sarah Deming ’10 works at Google as Community Manager for Google 
Chrome. Originally from University Place, Wash., Deming majored in economics 
at Whitman, where she served as President of the Black Student Union and CEO of 
the Whitman Investment Club, as well as a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma, the 
Senior Fund Committee, the Career Consultant Network and the Admissions 
Committee, among others. Deming received helpful career advice from other 
Whitman alumni after she graduated, and hopes to give back to current Whitman 
students in her position on the Alumni Board.

Aaron Blank ’01 
 Theatre major Aaron Blank ’01 has been an active Whitman alumnus in New 
York, where he works as a producer for Penguin Random House Audio. He has 
organized events and helped fellow Whitties connect with other alumni profes-
sionally. Blank was active in the Whitman Drama Club, worked with Off-Campus 
Studies and the Coalition Against Homophobia, and took part in several Harper 
Joy Theatre productions. He wanted to join the Alumni Board to help strengthen 
the northeast alumni community and to help future students have “the same 
opportunities that I had through Whitman.”

Greg Saliba ’90 
 A history major, Greg Saliba ’90 is now President of Taurus Capital Manage-
ment in Portland. As a student, Saliba was a Phi Delta Theta member, played 
intramural sports and worked with ASWC. More recently, Greg married Jenn in 
2010 and they now have three awesome kids: Sophia, 3, and her twin brothers 
Bennett and Marcus, 19 months, who keep them happy and occupied. Greg 
actively supports career networking efforts in the Portland market, and is an active 
member of the Portland alumni steering committee.

Whitman College Alumni Board welcomes new members
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Whitman Magazine: Are you really a 
nerd?
Moira Gresham: I guess a lot of people 
would classify me as a nerd in the sense 
that I’m focused on academic things and 
I’m not really that up on popular culture. 
But I don’t really like thinking of myself as 
a big nerd. Although I guess there was that 
period in high school when I wore socks 
and sandals to school.

What makes you not a nerd?
I’m somewhat athletic, and I don’t spend 
my hours reading a lot of science-fiction 
and solving Rubik’s Cubes – not that 
there’s anything wrong with that. I do get 
outside.

Assistant Professor of Physics
Moira Gresham

Theoretical particle physicist and cosmologist named to 
NerdScholar’s 40 under 40 list of top professors. But if Moira 
Gresham’s so smart, what’s the deal with dark matter?

Dark Matter
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What is dark matter and why should we 
think about it?
Dark matter is, as the name suggests, 
dark. 

Let me guess. There’s more. 
Over the past several decades, we’ve found 
that there’s a lot of this stuff out in the 
universe. It’s dark and it’s matter. The 
matter part is that it interacts through 
gravitational interaction. It pulls on other 
matter in the same way as the stuff you 
and I are made of, gravitationally 
speaking. There’s a lot of it. It outnumbers 
the stuff planets and stars are made  
of by about 5:1, at least locally in the 
universe.

Ah, that makes perfect sense.
We don’t know what it is but we know it’s 
there, and our natural human curiosity 
compels us to investigate its identity. 
Initially people thought, “Oh, maybe 
there’s a lot of dust or really dark planets,” 
but because of the observations that have 
been made, we are now quite confident it’s 
actually not made of neutrons and protons 
like normal matter. It’s not made of 
electrons. It’s not made of neutrinos or  
the other sorts of matter particles we’re 
aware of.

Why is it important?
We have a good model describing the stuff 
you and I are made of at a really 
fundamental level. It works phenomenally 
well in helping us describe materials and 
make predictions about what happens in 
our labs, but we know our model is 
incomplete – one of the most obvious 
indications of this being that dark matter 
exists. If we can figure out what dark 
matter is, we hope it will help us better 
understand the fundamental laws of 
physics. It would be one step toward a 
better understanding of the fundamental 
constituents of the things we’re made of.

I read that only 15 percent of physics 
professors in the U.S. are women. Why is 
that figure so low?
The short answer is, I’m really frustrated 
by that question, and I ultimately don’t 
know. It’s uncomfortable to go into an 
area where you’re conscious you don’t fit 
in. At least the number of females getting 
Ph.D.s in physics has been slowly rising.

What challenges did you have on the way 
to earning your Ph.D.?
In relation to being a female, I faced 
relatively few challenges in graduate 
school. My incoming graduate class had 
an abnormally large percentage of 
females. Granted, that was six or seven out 
of 30, but it was enough that I felt 
reasonably comfortable. The context in 
which I feel most uncomfortable is at 
physics conferences. You’re in a room with 
200 people and you can only pick out 10 
females. It’s clear people at conferences 
are remembering me as “the female.”

Why are you drawn to physics?
Physics reveals a principled and simple 
way in which nature works. Take, for 
example, Newtonian mechanics. The 
foundation of Newtonian mechanics is 
three basic statements that are enormously 
powerful in describing how things move. 
Then there’s the fact that I really like 
solving problems. It’s fun. Generally 
speaking, physics seems to jive with the 
way I think about things.

 — Edward Weinman

FOCUS ON FACULTY
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“We wanted to explore another world 
within the U.S., so we moved to New 
Orleans and began working at St. James 
Cheese Company. We have learned all 
about cheese and charcuterie, and even 
more about management, leadership and 
business. The shop has been a springboard 
for us as we pursue work in the food 
industry, in farming, in local and 
sustainable food and agriculture, in 
leadership, management and business.”

CAROLINE KOEHLER ’12
WORKING AT ST. JAMES CHEESE 
COMPANY IN NEW ORLEANS.

Left to right: Caroline Koehler, Arielle Paulson  
and Phil Hofius, all Class of 2012.

On the road



Legacy gifts make a tremendous difference for students by:
 establishing new scholarships to benefit deserving students;
 creating new chairs and professorships to strengthen teaching and learning; 
 enhancing academic and co-curricular programs;
 strengthening unrestricted resources and the unrestricted endowment. 

Gifts providing income to you or other beneficiaries, such as gift annuities and charitable 
remainder trusts, with the remainder going to the college;
Future gifts from your estate, including bequests through your will or trust, or designation of 
your IRA, 401(k), 403(b) or life insurance.

Legacy gifts that benefit Whitman include:  

Invest in Whitman students 
with a legacy gift  

Learn more about legacy giving by visiting www.whitman.edu/gp or contacting Jamie 
Kennedy ’96, director of gift planning, at (509) 527-5989 or kennedjj@whitman.edu.
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1. The state champion Japanese weeping cherry tree outside Marcus House is showing off.  

2. The perfect complement to Spring Visitors’ Day.

3. Dean of Admission and Financial Aid Tony Cabasco surprises #wallawalla high school senior Eleanor Rasbach by welcoming her to #Whitman2018.

4. #Whitman2014 – Don’t forget us when you’re gone. 

5. A Japanese tea ceremony lesson on a Friday afternoon.

6. Study no. 5 by Galen Sollom-Brotherton ’14 at the Senior Thesis Art Exhibition in Sheehan Gallery.

7. Check out the SpringStage Dance Concert tonight in Harper Joy Theatre. Photo by Shengjun Wang ’17.  
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