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Your Future is Bright! Everyone Wins at the Student Engagement Center 

Transcript 

WC Veronica Ortiz 

Greetings, all! I'm Veronica Ortiz, an admission officer for Whitman. I'm 

here to help out! Noah S. Leavitt, Director Student Engagement Center & 

Pre-Law Advisor, and Kim Rolfe, Director for Career Development are 

here and are standing by to answer any questions! 

WC Henry Whipple 
Hi everyone! My name is Henry Whipple, I am also an Admission Officer 

that will be here for the next hour to help answer your questions! 

Jahnavi 

Hi! thanks for your time. I've been looking around a couple places but i 

couldn't find any information about the rates of admission into medical 

school/common places that whitties go to for med school 

Jahnavi Also, are there requirements for some internships? Like GPA, etc. 

Jahnavi Are there capped internships? If that makes sense. 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Hello Class of 2024 and congratulations on reaching this point in the 

admission process! This is Kim Rolfe and Noah Leavitt, delighted we get 

to spend time with you this beautiful afternoon (at least here in Walla 

Walla) to share about our part of the college experience. 

Nicole Could you shed some light on pre-med internships? 

Craig 
Does the 4 phase plan guide students year by year by suggesting 

opportunities, providing deadlines, etc? 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Nicole, some of those are research internships with faculty either at 

Whitman or elsewhere and others are at organizations that provide care. 

The College supports those through various grants as well as 

faculty-student research. 

Marina Do companies come on campus to recruit students? 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi Jahnavi. 60% of Whitman graduates continue their education through 

various graduate school programs after college. Students from a wide 

range of majors pursue medical school and we have an on-campus 

pre-med advisor to help. 

Sara Who is the pre-med advisor? 

 



Nicole 
What's the closest city to get internships? Do you have freshmen 

interning or shadowing at hospitals? 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi Marina. We do have companies that recruit at Whitman. Some come 

to campus and meet with students directly while others meet students 

virtually through Zoom sessions. 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Nicole and others - there is great material about pre-health advising 

here: 

https://www.whitman.edu/academics/academic-resource-center/online-

learning-support/careers-professions-and-the-liberal-arts/health-professi

ons 

Jahnavi 
Nicole i think there's some Seattle internships, like Fred Hutchinson, 

Mayo Clinic, etc. 

Sara 
Can students find their own internships in their hometown for the 

summer? 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi Craig. The four phase plan can be matched up by year, but can also be 

accessed at any time no matter where you are in your professional 

journey. 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Sara - yes, Kimberly Mueller 

(https://www.whitman.edu/academics/academic-resource-center/online

-learning-support/careers-professions-and-the-liberal-arts/health-profess

ions/contact) is a great contact for you 

Olivia 
Are dorms open during the summer for summer internships in Walla 

Walla? 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Nicole, yes, internships can take place anywhere in the world! Last 

summer, we had the ability to support about 125 students with grants 

and nearly a third of them found meaningful professional experience 

here in Walla Walla. 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi Sara. You can certainly find internships in your hometown. In fact, 

Whitman has a program that provides funding for students who secure 

unpaid internships across the US and internationally, as well. It is called 

the Whitman Internship Grant.  

WC Noah Leavitt 

Olivia, it is typical for students who find internships in our community in 

the summer to find off-campus housing, often subletting from other 

Whitties who are away then. 

 

https://www.whitman.edu/academics/academic-resource-center/online-learning-support/careers-professions-and-the-liberal-arts/health-professions/contact
https://www.whitman.edu/academics/academic-resource-center/online-learning-support/careers-professions-and-the-liberal-arts/health-professions/contact
https://www.whitman.edu/academics/academic-resource-center/online-learning-support/careers-professions-and-the-liberal-arts/health-professions/contact


WC Noah Leavitt 
Nicole, hello. Are you interested in particular cities and students' 

experiences there? 

WC Margie Reece 
Here's more about a Whitman partnership with Mayo Clinic: 

https://www.whitman.edu/newsroom/mayo-clinic-partnership 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi everyone. If you'd like to see a database of some of the internships 

students have done over the last several years, follow this link: 

https://www.whitman.edu/after-whitman/student-engagement-center/c

areer-development/internships/whitman-internship-database 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi everyone. If you'd like to see more about the programs, resources and 

students that participate in community and professional experiences 

through our offices, we maintain an Instagram, Facebook, and blog 

https://www.instagram.com/whitman_sec/ 

Olivia 

Do you guide students to internships and experience programs to allow 

them to learn about which field they might be interested in (for example: 

having someone try a vet gig or a sports medicine gig to allow them to 

see if it is for them)? 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Olivia, yes, you are exactly right - internships are an amazing way to, as 

we sometimes say, "test drive a career" - to try out a job or industry just 

enough to know whether a student should keep moving in that direction 

or shift in another direction.  

Ousmane 
If a student does not find an internship by themself, will the school 

support him to find it? 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi Ousmane. We have LOTS of resources, advisors and methods to help 

students that are seeking out an internship. Some of these include 

Handshake - an online jobs/internships platform, Whitties Helping 

Whitties - where students can meet alumni and talk with them about 

their chosen career paths. 

Genevieve 

Is there a Whitman database where I can see how alumni have used their 

degrees? I am specifically looking for people who ended up in the urban 

planning field. 

Ousmane thank you 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Here are a couple of links for the statement above - Whitties Helping 

Whitties: 

https://www.whitman.edu/after-whitman/whitties-helping-whitties, 

Handshake: 

 



https://www.whitman.edu/after-whitman/student-engagement-center/c

areer-development/handshake 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Genevieve, if you haven't had a chance yet to see this, Whitman has a 

terrific set of data points and stories about the opportunities Whitties 

have following graduation, under the “After Whitman” tab: 

https://www.whitman.edu/after-whitman. 

Genevieve Great! Thank you both! 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Genevieve, Whitties go in all kinds of amazing directions. One of our 

recent alums (and someone who worked in our office as a student) just 

told us that she has applied to grad schools in urban planning, after 

several years working in environmental sustainability. 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi everyone. I thought you might find this interesting. A couple years ago 

we crunched 20 years of alumni data to explore the relationships 

between their academic major and their current (at the time) 

professional sector and then we created a Sankey diagram to show the 

results. 

Genevieve Thanks I'll check it out! 

Jahnavi 

In the linked site it says 20% of Whitman grads go to graduate school, but 

earlier in the chat someone said 60%. Is one of those numbers in 

reference to a specific year? I might have misread or understood the 

statistic. 

Olivia 
How do the tracks pre-med, pre-vet, etc. allow better prepare you for 

graduate school than say just taking a biology major? 

Jahnavi 
tracks help you check off prerequisite courses/ prepare for LSATs, 

MCATs, etc. as far as i'm aware 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Jahnavi, yes, 20% of our graduates immediately pursue graduate 

education, while about 60% of our students return to higher education 

for either an academic or professional degree within five years. That has 

been consistent for quite a while. 

Olivia Thanks, that makes sense. 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Olivia and Jahnavi, yes. Sometimes more professionally-focused health 

programs need to see very specific courses, training, internships, 

research, shadowing and other types of exposure to those fields. More 

 



academic-focused graduate programs are welcoming of liberal arts 

coursework. 

Olivia Thank you 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Students often begin their professional trajectories while on campus, 

"testing" out different organizations and fields locally as well as across 

the US. We currently have a senior interning with the Walla Walla 

Symphony, which is the longest continuously operating symphony west 

of the Mississippi! 

WC Henry Whipple 

Hi everyone, are there any questions stemming from the introductory 

Game Show video or about specific opportunities available to students 

through the SEC? 

WC Noah Leavitt 

One of the many fortunate implications of Whitman's location in Walla 

Walla is that we're right in the middle of a small accessible and 

extraordinarily diversified regional economy and so there are 

professional outlets that match the interests of nearly all of our students. 

Kathleen 
Are there makerspaces for student entrepreneurs who need lab 

equipment? 

Kathleen Also are there grants for students trying to start businesses? 

Jahnavi Is there a lot of ongoing research that students could join? 

Genevieve 
With the academic year internships, do they get credit and towards what 

credit fulfillment ? 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Everyone, there have been some questions about pre-health 

opportunities here and so we wanted to make sure that we shared the 

link to the Pre-Health Society, which is a great community of students 

moving in these directions: https://whitmanprehealth.webs. 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi Kathleen. We have recently launched a new student-run space on 

campus called the WINcubator. It is a place to come with ideas and 

creativity, partner with other students from our campus as well as other 

local campuses. 

WC Margie Reece 
Kathleen -- you might be interested in this cool space: 

https://www.whitman.edu/newsroom/wincubator-opening 

Kathleen Yes I read about that but it seemed more tech oriented 

 



WC Noah Leavitt 

Jahnavi, the faculty-student research opportunities are extraordinary 

here - some of the College-sponsored programs that facilitate that work 

are described here 

https://www.whitman.edu/provost/faculty-development-and-support/fa

culty-and-student-research 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Kathleen, perhaps you can tell us a bit more about what you're seeking? 

Whitman doesn't have a "maker space" by name, but we collaborate 

with our community to help students access the kinds of resources and 

experiences they're seeking. Perhaps you could email me with her 

information? 

Kathleen 

My daughter has a natural perfume business and also makes natural 

cosmetics...she was interested in having a lab type space on campus. I’ll 

pass along your information. 

WC Kim Rolfe 
WOW, Kathleen. That sounds super interesting. I'll look forward to 

hearing from her. 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Genevieve - a few departments have internships for academic credit 

(Enviro. Studies, History) but most internship experiences are supported 

with $$ through our programs. Sometimes students will work with a 

faculty member to create an independent study related to an internship. 

WC Noah Leavitt 

Genevieve - I also think it's worth noting that nearly all of the students 

who we support with these grants say that their experiences are HIGHLY 

relevant to their academic work, and many use what they learn in their 

internships as the basis for senior research projects and capstones. 

WC Veronica Ortiz 

Hi Everyone, you all have asked terrific questions! We are so excited 

about the wealth of knowledge you'll be bringing to Whitman! As we 

wind down the session, please reach out to Kim and Noah. 

WC Kim Rolfe 

Hi everyone. If you haven't had a chance to view it yet, our Four-Phase 

Plan offers students at each step of the way through Whitman the 

chance to focus on some actionable projects that will enhance their 

professional and civic development.  

WC Kim Rolfe 

Everyone, we have about five more minutes. These have been terrific 

questions - have we missed anything that you're curious about? Many 

thanks for this exchange. We applaud all of you for participating in this 

unique event.  

Genevieve Good to know. Thanks again. 

 



 

 


