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Hi everyone, and welcome to our live Politics Department chat with faculty and students! 
My name is Derek, and I'm an Admission Officer here at Whitman. 
In a few minutes we'll get started with introductions and Q&A. This chat will go from 1 pm to 2 pm. 

Without further ado, let me introduce Professor Susanne Beechey, Associate Professor of Politics, 
as well as three students affiliated with the department - Hailey Mount '20, Jordon Crawford '21, 
and Cameron Conner '20. 

Hi Everyone! I am Professor Susanne Beechey. I have been a professor in the Politics department for 
11 years and I am currently the chair of the Politics department. My background is in U.S. public 
policy with an emphasis on gender, race, class, and sexuality. 

Good morning all! My name is Cameron and I'm a Senior at Whitman double majoring in Politics 
and Rhetoric Studies. My interests, broadly speaking, include the politics of care work and 
community building as well as the rhetoric of the War on Terror. 

Hi everyone! My name is Hailey and I am a senior Environmental Studies-Politics major and Rhetoric 
Studies minor at Whitman. It's great to meet you all virtually and I am so excited to answer your 
questions! 

Hi everyone! My name is Jordon Crawford. I'm a junior, politics major from Jamaica/Germany with 
interests in Decolonial Politics and the relationship between Race and Law. Looking forward to 
answering your questions. :) 

Thanks everyone for those introductions! Folks should feel free to send in their questions now :) 
Nice to meet you all! I have a question specifically for Hailey. I'm considering an Environmental 
Studies-Politics major as well. After taking the Environmental Studies intro classes and getting a feel 
for the other combined majors (social science, humanities, etc), I was wondering what led you to 
choose ES-Politics? 

Allyson, great question! To be honest with you, I chose Environmental Studies-Politics right off the 
bat so I declared my freshman year. My initial interest in environmental studies came more from the 
marine biology side of things. But at the same time, I wanted to engage with the political aspect of 
the discipline. To answer the second part of your question: Now that I have completed my 
coursework for ES-Politics (only my thesis to go!) I have really come to value the ways in which 
my coursework at Whitman all builds upon each other. It all connects. 

What are some common paths for Whitman politics majors in terms of careers and grad school? 

Hi Jonah, as for what comes next, we have students engaged in all kinds of careers post-Whitman. 
Some choose to go to law school (one of my former students is clerking for a WA State Supreme Court 

WC: Susanne Beechey Justice this year), some go to work in DC on Capitol Hill or in issues-based campaigns. 
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WC: Hailey Mount '20 
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Hi I have a question for Hailey. I am really interested in studying Environmental Studies and Politics 
and was wondering what kind of internships or other opportunities are there for students who want 
to study both at Whitman? 

Hi Reece! So definitely A LOT of opportunities: summer internships, study abroad, on-campus work, 
work with organizations in Walla Walla. The short answer is if you make the effort, you will find it. 
The Whitman Student Engagement Center is very involved with helping students make these 
connections, for example. 
Hi everyone! I have a question regarding what types of careers and/or grad programs Politics majors 
go into after Whitman. Do most students enter into graduate programs? 

Hi Merry, I would say some enter graduate programs but certainly not all. It's pretty common for our 
students to take a few years before heading to graduate school, if they choose that route. Law, 
public policy, international relations are big draws but also social work, education, business school and 
many others. 

Is the Politics major at Whitman more discussion or more lecture based? 

Hi Peter, in part that varies by professor. Largely I would say the politics faculty want courses to be as 
student driven as possible - there's no better way to learn material than having to teach it to your peers! 



WC: Jordon Crawford '21 

Hey Peter, I'd say there's a good balance between Lectures and Discussion. In my experience though, 
classes tend to vary based on the level. That is, if you're taking an introductory class, it'll be both lectures 
and discussion though professors will do a bit more lecturing. 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Hi Peter, From the professor side, I agree with Jordon. Lower level courses tend to have more lecture, 
but still typically have large discussion components. Upper level courses are nearly exclusively discussion 
based. 

Andrew 

I am quite interested in both politics and philosophy as potential majors, and understand that these 
overlap somewhat. Is there a major that would combine these two fields or would I have to pick 
one/design my own major? 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Hi Andrew, we have a lot of students who appreciate the overlap between politics and philosophy. Some 
choose to major in one and minor in the other. It is possible to create your own independent major that 
combines these, but most students find they prefer choosing one department or the other (or both). 

WC: Cameron Conner '20 

Andrew, to build on Professor Beechey's answer the politics-philosophy debate is one that I am 
constantly getting into with my Significant Other (who is currently earning her PhD in the 
philosophy of science). There is a great degree of overlap, but I ultimately chose Politics. 

Evan 
What is the homework load like? Is it mostly reading or writing, or a mix of both? Also how much of it is 
there? 

WC: Hailey Mount '20 

Hey Evan! I would say that, especially for politics courses, the homework load tends to lean more 
toward the heavy reading side in terms of daily work. 

WC: Jordon Crawford '21 

Hey Evan, I think homework load depends on the class level and the professor. In general, for a lower 
level politics class, one can expect anywhere between 30-40 pages of reading a week. As you go up, 
it becomes more (60-100) pages per week. 

Samuel Are there any opportunities that involve working with the State Penitentiary in Walla Walla? 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Hi Samuel, Currently there are a couple courses on campus that meet at the State Penitentiary where 
Whitman students learn along side incarcerated students. Cameron can chime in to tell you more 
about his experiences with one of those classes. 

WC: Cameron Conner '20 

Sam, great question and the answer is absolutely! One of the great things about being in Walla Walla is 
the access you have to different parts of the community. One of the first classes I took at Whitman was 
on the Rhetoric of Mass Incarceration. Students have also help teach courses in the Penitentiary and 
many are involved with local re-entry efforts that work with folks who have been released. 

WC: Jordon Crawford '21 

Sam, I'm the VP for the Debate team and we've had tournaments in the Penitentiary at least twice a 
year with inmates and other schools. 

Andrew What type of reading is usually assigned? Mostly books or assorted essays and the like? 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Hi Andrew, it varies a lot by class. My classes tend to use one or two books and assorted essays to 
compliment. I like to have competing perspectives on an issue, so essays or chapters from texts 
are a good way to do that. But some professors prefer mostly reading full books. 

WC: Jordon Crawford '21 

Hey Andrew, to add to Prof. Beechey, the readings vary. I've had classes where it's only books, some are 
combination, and I've had a class that even included mostly films. It really depends. While it's a different 
pedagogical approach, it's really cool and you learn a lot! It's also been one of my most memorable 
experiences in college 

WC: Derek Kennedy 

Hey all, I've invited our virtual panelists to share one of their favorite memories from their time with the 
Politics Department - a class, research project, or interaction with a professor/classmate. 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Great question Derek. Some of my favorite moments happen each year. That is working with senior 
majors on their senior thesis projects. I love hearing them share their ideas and watching their thinking 
shift across the year. Often it is a topic that they are truly passionate about, and sometimes it grows into 
a professional interest, whether as an activist or in grad school. 

WC: Jordon Crawford '21 

For me, it wasn't necessarily with the Pol. Dept. but it was very much political. I did summer research 
with a professor in the Race and Ethnic Studies program on Posthumanism and Anti-Blackness. 

WC: Hailey Mount '20 

Well this is a really hard question to answer on a short little chat HAHA. But I would definitely say Senior 
Seminar for Politics by far was my favorite course ever at Whitman. 



WC: Susanne Beechey 

I'm glad to see Hailey wrote about senior seminar. That is on my favorite moments list too. It's great to 
be in a room with smart students who are passionate about the subject and ready to debate and learn 
from one another. 

WC: Cameron Conner '20 

As a Senior about to leave Whitman, it's hard to choose just one thing Derek! But above all, I would say 
I love the Politics faculty. They are some of the most supportive and inspiring people I know. But also 
Senior Seminar ;) that was a blast! 

Reece I was wondering how the advisor process works in the politics department? 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Hi Reece. All students are assigned an adviser when they arrive at Whitman. That person remains your 
adviser until you declare a major. In politics you can ask any permanent faculty member to serve as 
your adviser. Because it is a non-hierarchical major, that is we don't have alot of required courses or 
pre-requisites, you work closely with your major adviser to choose the set of classes that build around 
your strengths, areas of interest and areas of growth. In addition to offering advice about the major, 
we also offer general support for academic success, and help students to think about summer and 
post-graduation plans. All students also complete a senior thesis, and work closely with a thesis adviser 
(who may or may not be the academic adviser) so you have multiple opportunities to develop mentoring 
relationships with faculty. 

Olivia 
For the student reps: Do you find you have sufficient free time to decompress, even though you are 
taking junior and senior-level classes? 

WC: Hailey Mount '20 

Hi Olivia! First I should say that I am a student-athlete on campus so my schedule looks a little different 
compared to other people but I find that I definitely have enough time to decompress. But with that being 
said, having enough time to decompress depends on your schedule. 

WC: Jordon Crawford '21 

Olivia, I think one of the things about college that you learn very early on is how to make time to 
decompress. It's not so much that you have time, but for me at least, it's about making the time 
whether it be through time management or whatever. 

Sueli To student reps: What was your favorite politics class? 

WC: Hailey Mount '20 Senior Seminar!!!!! 
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Sueli, some of my favs include:Race and Gender in Law and Policy, What is Political Freedom, and Politics 
of Decolonization 

WC: Cameron Conner '20 

Apart from Senior Seminar (for the reasons Hailey Mentioned), I would say the most influential class I have 
taken was the Political Economy of Care/Work - And I promise I'm not saying that because Professor 
Beechey is in the chat. Definitely a paradigm shifter 

Peter 
For the students in the chat, is it common for students to take the stuff they are learning in the classroom 
outside of class? Do people stay engaged with what they're learning among friends? 

WC: Jordon Crawford '21 

Peter, yes! Absolutely! For me, this takes the form of debate or activism. I'm the founder of the Men of 
Color Association (MOCA) on campus and I was inspired to start it in part due to what I was learning 
in classes about Men of Color, Race, Law, etc. 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Peter, in the politics department we certainly aim for students to take knowledge beyond the classroom. 
One concrete way to do this is via the community fellows program that allows you to partner with a 
local non-profit during the academic year (or summer). 

WC: Hailey Mount '20 

Hi Peter! The Whitman community overall I would say is a very engaged group. I have engaged in several 
conversations about topics discussed in class outside of class as well as have attended a variety of talks 
put on by politics professors during lunch periods. 

Andrew 
By political economy is that referring to the study of economics as in Rousseau's discourses on political 
economy? 

WC: Cameron Conner '20 Lol! Andrew, not quite ;) But I'd be happy to chat more after this when we pass out our emails! 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Hi Peter, The political economy of care/work class is one of mine. In this instance we mean the 
intersection of political and economic forces that impact care and work. 

Sueli How many students are usually majoring in politics? Is it a common major? 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Hi Sueli, in a typical class we have about 30 majors. We are among the more popular majors but not at the 
top. I think biology, psychology and various environmental studies are usually ahead of us on the list of 
number of majors. 



WC: Derek Kennedy 

Hi all, we're coming to the end of our scheduled time together. Thank you so much for attending, and to 
our great e-panelists. We may be dropping some of our emails if you have further questions. 

WC: Susanne Beechey 

Thanks so much for chatting today. If you do join us in the fall, I hope you will stop by my office in Maxey 
to say hi. If you have further questions about the Politics department or academics at Whitman, please 
feel welcome to contact me directly at beechesn@whitman.edu 

WC: Jordon Crawford '21 

Hey everyone, it was a pleasure talking to you and answering all your questions! If you wanna chat more 
about politics or whatever, let me know by shooting me an email at crawfojr@whitman.edu. Looking 
forward to hearing from y'all. 

WC: Cameron Conner '20 

Thanks everyone! Feel free to reach out if you have any further questions. My email is 
Connercn@whitman.edu 

WC: Hailey Mount '20 

It was SO nice to meet you all! I absolutely love Whitman and cannot ever pass up an opportunity to 
talk of it. Please feel free to reach out to me via email if you have any more questions! 
mounthn@whitman.edu 


