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Greetings, and welcome to the Off-Campus Studies Live Chat! I'm an 
Assistant Director of Admission at Whitman, and I'll be here to support our 
panelists. Joining me today are Susan Holme, Director of Off-Campus 
Studies, and students Anna Yoshida '20, Andy Burnstein '20, Stuart Ashford 
'20, and Laurel Richardson '20. 

Hi, I'm Susan Holme, Director of Off-Campus Studies at Whitman College. I 
have had the good fortune of working with study abroad students at 
Whitman for 25 years, helping them discover what off-campus experience 
best suits their academic and personal interests. I am so happy you have 
joined our chat session. A global learning experience is an integral part of a 
Whitman education. Roughly half of our students will engage in these 
opportunities prior to graduation. Whitman students can choose to study off 
campus for a semester or academic year, selecting from 80+ programs in 44 
countries worldwide. In the summer, we typically offer 3 or 4 Whitman 
faculty-led courses that focus on subjects like volcanoes in Ecuador, 
pollination biology in Sweden, Mandarin language in China, and ancient 
cities and archeology in Rome. I hope you will ask me and our four Whitman 
seniors--all of whom have studied off campus--any questions you may have! 

Hi everyone! My name is Andy Burnstein. I am a senior history major from 
Redmond, WA. For my off-campus study, I did the Washington Semester 
Program at American University in Washington, D.C. As someone who wants 
to work in politics, this was an incredible opportunity for me. As part of the 
program I had an internship with my congresswoman’s office in the House 
of Representatives, and the classes were mostly held “in the field,” visiting 
different institutions in D.C. I got to meet so many incredible people; top 
lawyers, ad-makers, communications people, members of congress, one 
very famous news anchor and even a Supreme Court Justice, and I got to see 
many of my heroes in-person in the halls of Congress. I am still in close 
contact with the connections I made from that semester, including many 
Whitman alums. In addition, I got to experience D.C. as a young adult, 
checking out happy hours and festivals, and doing lots of brunches. I think I 
will probably move there after the 2020 elections to pursue work on Capitol 
Hill. The semester also gave me a chance to reflect on my time at Whitman, 
and reminded me what I loved and missed about Whitman. I think looking 
back, I will find that it will have a big impact on the trajectory of my life and 
career. So go ahead and ask away with any questions you have! 



WC: Laurel Richardson '20 

Hi! My name is Laurel Richardson, and I’m a biology major from Berkeley, 
California. I studied abroad for a full year as a junior - spending my fall 
semester in Copenhagen, Denmark and spring in Monteverde, Costa Rica. In 
Copenhagen it was really fun to experience life in a big city, and I took a 
number of classes unrelated to my major to explore other interests that I 
hadn’t gotten a chance to pursue as much at Whitman. In contrast to my 
semester in Copenhagen, my program in Costa Rica was field-based, and we 
spent most of the semester at a biological research station in the middle of 
the rainforest. It was such a cool opportunity to learn about the intricacies 
of the rainforest ecosystem when it was all within arm’s reach. I also 
completed an independent research project on arthropods during the final 
month of the program, which I am writing my senior thesis on this year. 

WC: Anna Yoshida '20 

Hi everyone! I’m Anna and I’m a senior BBMB (Biochemistry, Biophysics & 
Molecular Biology) major and French minor from Mercer Island, WA (which 
is close to Seattle)! I studied off campus in Nantes, France in Fall 2018 
through a program called IES. My program was very French-intensive, and I 
lived with a host family (with 6 kids!!) while I took classes both through my 
program’s center and through direct enrollment at a local French university. 
My abroad experience was very enriching and applicable to my French 
minor, and it was nice to do something so entirely different from all of the 
classes I’ve been taking at Whitman for my science major. Some highlights 
from my time in France include: teaching English to high-schoolers 
(intimidating to say the least!), making my own baguette, days at the beach 
with my host family, and visiting the Louvre in Paris. Studying abroad has 
definitely made me more open to living abroad, specifically in France, at 
some point during my lifetime—and really grown my love for language 
learning! 

WC: Stuart Ashford '20 

Hi there, my name is Stuart and I’m a senior politics major. I went abroad to 
Kyoto, Japan in the spring of 2019. My program had a focus on language and 
culture, so my classes were on all subjects Japan, with a double period for 
language. The students came from a mix of thirteen other schools of similar 
to Whitman so all the students had roughly the same expectations going in. I 
lived with a host family which had two young kids aged four and seven. The 
homestay was one of my favorite parts of going abroad as it gave me a great 
window into what it was like to really live in Japan. My favorite memories 
from going abroad were actually the times where I was alone and able to 
explore the city as I wanted. It gave me a sense of freedom, and knowing 
that my language skills had improved enough to navigate a foreign country 
since I first started studying Japanese my first year at Whitman gave me a 
huge sense of pride. Upon returning to Whitman, I was also surprised that I 
was able to pick up right where I left off. I worried about feeling out of place 
after a semester away, but it was as if nothing had changed, and I was able 
to fit right back in, this time with a newfound appreciation for my friends 
who I had missed. 



Josh 
** there and thanks for hosting this. Can you tell me how study abroad is 
handled relative to tuition? Is it included? Are there additional charges? 

WC: Susan Holme 

Hi, Josh, great question! Students who study abroad for a semester or 
academic year pay Whitman tuition (same as on campus) but the room and 
board fees are based on program costs in country. All Whitman need-based 
aid and merit scholarships are applied to your semester abroad. Whitman 
charges Whitman tuition plus the room fees (or room and board fees) of the 
specific location. So some programs will cost a bit more than others 
depending on the location. However, merit scholarships and need based aid 
are applicable to all of our semester and academic year partner programs to 
help make opportunities affordable. And need-based aid awards include an 
estimate for international airfare and personal expenses abroad. We try our 
best to reduce financial barriers for these opportunities to be accessible to 
all. 

Elisabeth That was my question too, that sounds great. 

Josh 
Thanks! Can you tell me if any of the programs abroad don't require you to 
speak the language of the country? 

WC: Susan Holme 

We also have financial aid for our faculty-led short term summer programs 
(called Crossroads courses) that is available for students who have need-
based aid at Whitman. 

Elisabeth 

How is it for students to balance course requirements for Whitman with 
taking a semester or a year abroad? Is it tricky or relatively easy? Do most 
study abroad program course credits "count" at Whitman? 

Andrew 
are all study abroad programs at a school or do they also work within a 
majoring field? 

Ella 
Is it possible to study abroad with programs through other colleges or just 
Whitman programs? 

WC: Susan Holme 

Hi, Andrew- there are several types of study abroad programs. One is direct 
enrollment at foreign universities such as St Andrews in Scotland or 
University of Melbourne in Australia. But many of the programs that 
students can attend through Whitman are through specific study abroad 
programs. There is a wide range of study abroad programs including field-
based programs with lots of hands on learning and interactions with local 
community members, internships for credit, and research opportunities. 
Most programs include some classroom learning but that's just the start of 
what students are doing abroad! 

WC: Laurel Richardson '20 

There are a number of programs that don't require students to already 
speak another language. The program I attended in Costa Rica is an example 
of a program where students don't need to have any previous Spanish 
experience, but students take Spanish classes for immersion. 



WC: Stuart Ashford '20 

Andrew 

Tali 

WC: Anna Yoshida '20 

Josh 

Josh, my program (Associated Kyoto Program) had a language prerequisite 
(Japanese), but that does not apply to all programs. Another program, CIE 
Tokyo, had no prerequisite, but did require Japanese classes for the 
semester abroad. I know that many programs involve language immersion 
but have no langauge prerequisite. 

Thank you Susan! 

Are there programs during the academic year that are led by Whitman 
faculty and with a group of Whitman students, or is that just during the 
summer? 

Hi Elisabeth! I would say that it is usually very do-able for students to be 
able to balance course requirements with going abroad. My major (BBMB) is 
one of the more prescribed majors at Whitman and while it did take some 
advanced planning, I was able to focus on other academic areas when I was 
abroad. 

Thanks Laurel and Stuart 

Elisabeth Ok, thank you. 

Andrew 

WC: Susan Holme 

Paula 

What kind of opportunities are there to study in London in specific but the 
UK in general? 

Hi, Ella, great question! Whitman offers over 80 semester and academic 
year programs that are usually offered through national study abroad 
organizations or through universities in the U.S. Students are limited to the 
programs on Whitman's approved list. 
Living with a host family sounds enriching. Is it standard for programs to 
have this as the housing situation or does it really vary by program? 

Ella Thank you! 

WC: Susan Holme 

WC: Louise Karneus 

Hi, Tali, the Whitman Crossroads faculty-led courses are 2 to 6 weeks in 
duration and they are during the summer. We do have one special semester 
program that is offered every other fall called Semester in the West. It is 
geared for students interested in Environmental Studies, though not 
necessarily students within those academic majors. Each summer Whitman 
offers 3 or 4 Whitman faculty-led Crossroads courses that are usually 
overseas but can be somewhere in the U.S. Usually 12-16 students 
participate and it is an excellent way to learn about a specific field in-depth 
with Whitman faculty and classmates. Courses are on topics such as 
volcanoes in Ecuador, Mandarin language studies in Yunnan, China or 
ancient cities and archeology in Italy. We offer need-based aid for these 
Whitman faculty-led courses too. In addition, students can find other 
summer study abroad opportunities on their own that are not Whitman 
sponsored, but those must be self funded by the student. I hope that helps! 
Tali: There is a specific Semester in the West Chat with Faculty and student 
participants this Friday, April 17, from 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM PDT! 



Connor 

WC: Susan Holme 

Ella 

WC: Louise Karneus 

Andrew 

WC: Stuart Ashford '20 

WC: Laurel Richardson '20 

WC: Louise Karneus 

Paula 

WC: Susan Holme 

I am personally very interested in studying abroad over summer and getting 
to live in and experience a different country. I was wondering how often 
students participate and what a typically summer program might look like? 

Connor, usually students who want to study abroad for academic credit in 
the summer identify established programs abroad such as language schools 
associated with universities or field-based programs administered by study 
abroad providers, such as School for Field Studies that offers sustainability 
programs in Africa, Latin America and Oceania in the summer. But our 
Student Engagement Center (Career Center) also assists students who are 
seeking non-credit bearing international internships during the summer and 
students may apply for funding support for these summer internships. 
Are students able to do Semester in the West and study abroad or are they 
pretty mutually exclusive? 

Andrew: I'm so excited that you want to study in London! I'm work in 
admission now, but when I was a student at Whitman, I studied abroad in 
London! There are multiple programs in the city. My program was at 
University College London, and it was a direct enrollment program, meaning 
that I was taking classes at a University and living in residence halls with 
other students from around the world, not just those on a study abroad 
program. 

That sounds just like what I want to do, Thank you Louise 

Paula, different programs have different housing options. My program 
required a homestay, but some programs only have dormitory type housing 
available. Some programs give students the choice between the two as well. 
Generally the type of living situation is based on your comfort level, and you 
will have an understanding of the options while you're planning your 
semester off-campus. 
Hi Paula, the housing really varies by program. The program I attended in 
Copenhagen gives the option to either live in a homestay, in an apartment 
with other students on the program, or in a dorm with other Danish college 
students. 
Also, Andrew, there are many other programs throughout the UK. Glasgow 
School of Art, St. Andrew's University, and Oxford University. My experience 
in London was totally phenomenal and I have actually been having some 
Zoom calls these past few weeks with friends from that program. 

Very helpful - thank you Laurel and Stuart! 
Hi, again Ella, Semester in the West is usually offered in even fall semesters 
(Fall 2020) and students can opt to study abroad in the spring following. But 
study abroad destinations are limited to those that don't require a 
complicated visa process. 

Ella Awesome! 

Andrew Is it possible to do a year long study abroad or just a semester? 



WC: Laurel Richardson '20 

Hi Andrew, that's what I did! It's possible to do two different semester 
programs, or a semester program and a summer faculty-led Crossroads 
program. There is also a program in Germany that offers a full year of study. 

WC: Louise Karneus 

Would one of you like to speak to the possibility of completing internships, 
or research (even for a senior thesis), during your off-campus semester or 
year? How has study abroad impacted your intended career path? 

WC: Andy Burnstein '20 

Sure Louise! For my semester in D.C., I interned in the House of 
Representatives with my Congresswoman. Internships are actually a 
required part of the D.C. program I did, and everyone on the program did an 
internship. It really informed my career path. I absolutely loved interning 
with my Congresswoman on Capitol Hill, and think I want pursue a career on 
the Hill after the 2020 election. My coworkers have been excellent resources 
for me and have helped me out a lot with job stuff, including for my summer 
2020 internship with one of the presidential campaigns, serving as 
references, talking about careers, etc. D.C. also gave me the chance to 
network with a lot of Whitties in the district, so I feel really confident that I 
want to live there after I graduate or after “this is all over. 

Josh Hi Andy..curious...was your internship a paid internship? 

WC: Anna Yoshida '20 

I participated in a teaching internship through my program where I got to 
solo teach about 4 English classes to French students! It was a really great 
experience and taught me a lot about what it takes to plan and lead a class. 
It's also made me a lot mor 

WC: Andy Burnstein '20 

Hi Josh! It was unpaid, but I did get credit (worth noting that more and more 
internships on the Hill do pay now). In the summer of 2018, I did get an 
internship grant from the Student Engagement Center for an unpaid 
internship, and that is an option to 

WC: Stuart Ashford '20 

My program had all of us register for for a visa that let us be employed in 
Japan. Most students didn't make use of it, but working was always an 
option and I know an upperclassman from a couple years before me that got 
a job at a sake brewery. 

WC: Laurel Richardson '20 

To answer Louise's question: during the last month of my semester in Costa 
Rica, I completed an independent research project on how human activity 
was affecting leaf-litter arthropods in the rainforest. I spent most of my days 
hiking through the forest to collect samples and analyzing them back at the 
field station where I was staying. The experience made me realize that I 
really enjoy the process of conducting ecological field work, especially 
related to anthropogenic impacts on ecosystems, and this is something I am 
hoping to pursue more after graduating! 

WC: Susan Holme 

I just wanted to mention too that our list of semester and academic year 
programs was developed to academic students in all majors at Whitman. So 
theater majors can study with the British American Drama Academy, 
geology majors can do geologic field work, etc. You can check out "Advising 
by Major" on our website to learn more: https://www.whitman.edu/off-
campus-studies/advising-by-major 



WC: Louise Karneus 

WC: Andy Burnstein '20 

WC: Stuart Ashford '20 

WC: Anna Yoshida '20 

Odin 

WC: Susan Holme 

Odin 

WC: Stuart Ashford '20 

WC: Stuart Ashford '20 

WC: Laurel Richardson '20 

WC: Andy Burnstein '20 

Odin 

I have another questions for our students: how did the academics in your 
program differ from your typical coursework at Whitman? Were the 
structure of courses and level of rigor noticeably different? 

Thanks Louise! There was a big difference between the academics at 
Whitman and American University. Whitman is a liberal arts school, it is 
learning for learning's sake. Professional development is almost entirely 
handled by our Student Engagement Cente 

The general rigor of courses was comparable to Whitman. My language 
classes were a fair bit harder, but my culture classes were less intense to 
make up for it. The classes were structured similarly to how they are at 
Whitman, so it was an easy transition 

The most obvious difference between academics between my program and 
Whitman was that all of my classes were in French! Since my program was 
so focused on language learning, the course rigor was maybe slightly less 
but about the same level as that at Whit 
When you aren't in your classes, are you allowed to wander around the 
city/area? 

Hi, Odin, our students who study abroad during the semester and academic 
year are usually in their third year of college. So they quite a bit of freedom 
while away because they have already been at college for a few years. But 
safety is a priority, and all programs will have guidelines to follow. Notifying 
the program when you plan on leaving the area (or country) is typically 
required. 

Great, thank you! 
Odin, my program gave me a great deal of freedom with how I spent my 
time. Outside of classes, and the occasional field trip, my time was my own 
to do with as I wanted. I had a host family who I had a loose curfew with, 
and who expected me to be home for 
I would also frequently go on trips outside of Kyoto with friends, just to see 
the sights, or go on hikes. 
Hi Odin, the programs also vary a lot in terms of how structured your days 
are. When I was in Copenhagen, I would have classes for half of the day and 
then be free to explore the city or do whatever I wanted with my free time. 
In Costa Rica on the other 
Odin, many of my favorite memories are of wandering around D.C. Getting 
to see all the museums, hanging out in Malcom X park, finding new coffee 
shops, going to comedy nights and happy hours, it's one of the best things 
about OCS! 

Sounds like a blast! 

WC: Stuart Ashford '20 It is! 

Josh Is it difficult to get space in the program you want? 



WC: Susan Holme 

WC: Louise Karneus 

WC: Andy Burnstein '20 

WC: Stuart Ashford '20 

WC: Anna Yoshida '20 

WC: Susan Holme 

WC: Susan Holme 

WC: Susan Holme 

WC: Andy Burnstein '20 

Hi, Josh, the vast majority of semester and academic year programs have 
plenty of room for all Whitman students who meet the eligibility 
requirements. There are a few programs that are competitive, such as 
Oxford University and the AIT Budapest program. 
We have about five more minutes with our panelists! Please chime in if you 
have any final questions. I have one! Do any panelists have a favorite 
memory or experience from their time off campus that they would like to 
share? 

Yes Louise! Meeting Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer. It was a really 
magical moment, totally unplanned, and he just heard we were visiting the 
Supreme Court, so he decided to stop by and say hi. He gave us a really 
inspiring speech about law and his judicial philosophy. Also seeing AOC 
speak to a room of just 20 people. Also running into Kamala Harris in the 
hallway. Also seeing Bernie on my first day.There were a lot of great 
moments! 

It's not anything specific, but I would rent bikes and just ride around Kyoto 
on my own, getting lost and seeing things off the beaten track. I highly 
endorse going exploring alone if that's ever an option! 

My favorite study abroad memory was definitely when my French class 
went to a local bakery (boulangerie) and the baker there helped us all make 
our own baguettes from scratch. It was such a memorable, hands-on 
experience that was really fun! And I absolutely love good bread, so for me 
it was kind of a dream come true. 
Hi, everyone, there are some great resources on the OCS homepage. Please 
check out these links! Whitman OCS Digital Student Stories: https://www. 
youtube.com/channel/UCxamx12LJGHODoFRklKn24A/videos Whitman OCS 
Student Blogs: https://www.whitman.edu/off-campus-studies/student-
voices Whitman OCS Advising by Major: https://www.whitman.edu/off-
campus-studies/advising-by-major Whitman OCS Search All Programs: https: 
//myocs.whitman.edu/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ProgramDiscovery 

Hi, Josh, the vast majority of semester and academic year programs have 
plenty of room for all Whitman students who meet the eligibility 
requirements. There are a few programs that are competitive, such as 
Oxford University and the AIT Budapest program. 
Thanks, everyone, for joining us. If you have any questions about study 
abroad and off-campus studies opportunities please feel free to email me at 
HOLMESL@whitman.edu or offcampusstudies@whitman.edu. Hope to see 
you this fall! 

Thanks for a great chat everyone! If anyone has any more questions about 
the program I did in D.C., feel free to email me at burnstam@whitman.edu. 
Stay safe, stay healthy everyone! 

Odin Thank you! 



WC: Stuart Ashford '20 

Hey everybody, thanks for tuning in, I'll be signing off now, but if you have 
any questions about Japan or going abroad in general, feel free to email me 
at ashforsw@whitman.edu 

Josh Thanks 

Elisabeth 

WC: Anna Yoshida '20 

WC: Laurel Richardson '20 

Thank you, this was great! 

Thank you to everyone for coming! If you have any questions about French 
programs, BBMB, abroad, or anything else feel free to email me at 
yoshidae@whitman.edu! 

Thanks to everyone who joined! If you have any questions about the 
programs I went on (DIS Copenhagen and CIEE Monteverde) or about going 
abroad in general, feel free to email me at richarlj@whitman.edu 

mailto:ashforsw@whitman.edu

