
Name History Department: Live Chat with Faculty and Students 

Louise Karneus 

Greetings! Thank you for joining us. The History Department: 
Live Chat with Faculty and Students will begin in five minutes, 
at 11:00 AM, PDT. I'm an Assistant Director of Admission at 
Whitman, and I'll be introducing the faculty and student 
panelists 

Louise Karneus 

Today, I am joined by Elyse Semerdjian, Professor of History & 
Bina Arch, Assistant Professor of History, and Chloe Daikh '21. 
They are happy to answer questions about the history 
department and major. I'll be on hand to help as well. 

Chloe Daikh '21 

Hi all! I'm a Classics and History double major from Portland, 
Maine. I'm excited to answer questions from y'all about the 
major and life at Whitman! 

Professor Bina Arch 

Hi all! This is my 6th year in the History department at 
Whitman, and I helped create the History-Environmental 
Studies major a few years ago. I also am affiliated with the 
Environmental Studies program and the Asian and Middle 
Eastern Studies Program. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

I am Professor Elyse Semerdjian. I have taught at Whitman for 
17 years now and look forward to welcoming you all to 
campus! I am a specialist in Middle Eastern history, specifically 
the history of the Ottoman Empire that ruled over most of the 
Middle East for some time. 

Zac 
what types of history courses do non majors generally take? is 
there a standard required set? 

Aaron 

Hello, my name is Aaron, and I am an incoming freshman. I am 
debating as starting as Undecided vs History major. What are 
the advantages and disadvantages of each? 

Professor Bina Arch 
There's no required set for non-majors, you can take any 100 
or 200 level course in your first year 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

You can take any history course and it will apply as a social 
science general requirement. That said, they are currently 
restructuring those requirements. But history will certainly 
apply toward general education requirements. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 
Aaron, you have until Sophomore year to declare your major. 
So it is really up to you when you would like to do that. 

Chloe Daikh '21 

Undecided is a good way to come in. I recommend taking 
classes that sound really interesting to you and letting that 
dictate your eventual major decision 

Chloe Daikh '21 
I came to Whitman wanting to major in Biology but ended up 
being drawn to other departments 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 
Aaron, I should add that we are excited that you are excited 
about history. We think it is the coolest major on campus :) 



Professor Bina Arch 

I've had multiple advisees switch from other majors to history 
or history-environmental studies even after they had declared 
something else. 

Professor Bina Arch So you don't have to be completely decided early on! 

Aaron I have always loved History. Thanks! 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

I think Chloe and Professor Arch's comments are really 
important. We want you to explore courses across campus 
until you find what feels right to you. That's what liberal arts is 
all about! 

Aaron 
Chloe, as a History major, what are your plans career wise at 
the moment? 

Chloe Daikh '21 

I'm applying for a few different fellowship programs for the 
year after I graduate and then eventually I would like to get my 
Masters in Social Work 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Aaron, I should mention that we had a history senior Andy 
Burnstein who was supposed to join us. I am his honors thesis 
advisor. Andy couldn't join us because he had to take his 
roommate to the ER, but Andy is planning on a career in 
politics. He has worked on Capitol Hill. 

Louisa 

I was just about to ask about politics. My son is here with me 
and is interested in political science; how is history integrated 
with politics at Whitman? 

Jackson Hey Chloe, how hard is it to get in a fellowship program? 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Since 2003, I my history students become lawyers, doctors, 
teachers, midwives, business people, and I have had alot of 
students go into political organizing and some work on Capitol 
Hill. 

Aaron Thank you both! 

Professor Bina Arch 
We do have a lot of politics majors take history classes, they 
find the different perspectives to be helpful. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Hello Louisa, we don't have a formal relationship with the 
politics department but our students tend to take classes in 
Politics and vis versa. We get alot of double majors. I have 
served on Politics theses committees because of this overlap. 

Chloe Daikh '21 

Jack, it definitely depends on the program. I have been working 
with the Office of Fellowships and Grants to figure out 
programs that seem like a good fit for me. I am focusing on 
ones that have both teaching and foreign language 
components 

Chloe Daikh '21 
The selectiveness of the fellowship tends to depend on the 
number of applicants and the number of positions available 



Aaron 
As a student athlete, what is the workload demand in the 
History department? 

Annalie 
On average, what percentage of Whitman students major in 
History? 

Chloe Daikh '21 

Aaron, I was on the Whitman Ultimate Frisbee team for my 
first two years at Whitman. The workload from the History 
department is pretty substantial but not necessarily more than 
what other departments expect. It's not unmanageable and I 
didn't struggle with the workload. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Aaron, we have alot of students who are also athletes here at 
Whitman. As a former student athelete myself, I'll say bringing 
your readings with you to read on the bus will be essential to 
your success. 

Professor Bina Arch 
We currently have 50 majors, not sure what that works out to 
in percentages 

Jackson thanks chloe! 

Aaron Great, thank you! 

Professor Bina Arch 
So you have a good cohort of fellow majors but not tons of 
students all trying to take the same classes in the department 

Annalie Ok, good to know. Thank you! 

Chloe Daikh '21 

The history department is small enough that I have been able 
to form really good relationships with my professors but I have 
also been able to meet lots of new people with different 
interests within the major 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

I want to make a plug for the History Department Instagram 
page. The students are running it and have "take overs" so that 
you can get a sense of who are majors are and what they are 
up to. 

Chloe Daikh '21 

To add to Professor Semerdjian's comment, there are some 
fun student takeover stories archived, including mine from 
when I was abroad in Italy last semester. It's a really fun way to 
find out what students and faculty are up to! 

Aaron 
Is it a challenge to get your core classes in History as a 
freshman? 

Professor Bina Arch First year students can usually easily get into history classes 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Our department is more intimate that some of the very large 
departments on campus. It means we will get to know you and 
know you quite well in the History Department after 4 years. 

Chloe Daikh '21 I have never had an issue getting a spot in history courses 

Josh 

I know the next chat has an env studies focus...but Bina 
mentioned that you created a history - env major. Is the env 
component more focused on science or policy? 



Professor Bina Arch 
A few classes might fill up, but there are always some history 
classes with spaces open 

Aaron Good to know, thank you 

Professor Bina Arch 

The environmental component is 2 environmental humanities 
courses and 2 environmental science courses, as well as an 
interdisciplinary class. 

Abigail 
How would you characterize the History department in general 
(the mood among students, the teaching style, etc. 

Professor Bina Arch 
The rest of the courses are mostly environmental and non-
environmental history. 

Abigail 
Sorry for that horrible punctuation .... I hadn't meant to press 
send yet 

Professor Bina Arch 
So you can focus more on how science informs history, or 
policy, or even literature and ar 

Professor Bina Arch (oops, that's supposed to be "art") 

Chloe Daikh '21 

Abigail, the History department at Whitman is really supportive 
and I think pretty tight-knit. People are friendly and interested 
in each other's work. I presented at the Whitman 
Undergraduate Conference last year and a bunch of my friends 
from within the department came to cheer me on. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Abigail, good question. From the moment I arrived, I 
considered our department "laid back." We have alot of good 
energy, a supportive environment. We actually like eachother 
as people. We are constantly creating new courses and 
innovating our offerings. 

Professor Bina Arch 

Josh: That's one of the great things about Environmental 
Studies at Whitman, it's really flexible and more broad-ranging 
than most programs, which focus on science and just do a few 
token humanities or social science classes. 

Professor Bina Arch 
Abigail: teaching style varies, but we tend to lean heavily on 
discussion 

Abigail Good to know. Thanks! 

Professor Bina Arch 
I always like having all of us learning together rather than just 
lecturing to the class, although I have some lectures too. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Abigail, my lower level classes are far more lecture with some 
discussion, upper level courses heavy on discussion. So there is 
some variation with teaching styles. 

Aaron 
When you chose history as a major, are there concentrations? 
If so, when do you have to choose one those? 



Josh 

Thanks Bina...I guess I'm interested to know what sort of 
career env-history students have in mind. Where do they end 
up working? To your point about a broader focus, when I look 
at the course catalogue I see a significant focus on science.... 
not so 

Professor Bina Arch 
Yes, we've just reworked the major, and there are tracks you 
can choose, which are set by your junior year. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

We have two tracks in the major: The Global Track and the 
Specialist Track. The Specialist Track has concentrations or 
pathways you can choose from: Cultures & Ideas; Empires & 
Colonialism; Revolution, War, & Politics; Social Justice; or 
Before Modernity. 

Aaron That sounds really interesting. Thanks! 

Professor Bina Arch 

Josh: we haven't had many people graduate from the History-
ES major yet, since it's so new, but there are lots of skills and 
aspects of classes that could certainly help you in policy in any 
of the social science ES majors. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Aaron, we just revamped our major. You will develop this track 
most likely in your Sophomore year, but can surely change it 
along the way. This is a brand new major format and we are 
excited about it! 

Professor Bina Arch 
You only have to take 2 science classes, so most of your work 
will focus on other areas 

Professor Bina Arch 

Josh: and to do well in policy, you do have to be able to 
interpret scientific data, which I talk about a lot when dealing 
with environmental history sources in my classes. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Aaron, our department is incredibly global--we have two Asia 
specialists, one Africa, one Ancient, one Medieval, one modern 
Europe, one Middle East, and a new Americanist who also does 
Latin America joining us in August. 

Professor Bina Arch We're very excited about our new Americanist! 

Aaron Sounds exciting! I can't wait to get started! 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Our new Americanist works on the radical social movements in 
the 1960s in the US and in the world. Super excited about 
Professor Camillo Lund Montano joining us in the fall! 

Josh 

Thanks Bina. To your point I can imagine that somebody 
wanting to focus on env policy may be inclined to double in ES 
and a hard science. Really appreciate your insights and I will 
look forward to the next session. Thanks! 

Josh Apologies...double in env policy and a hard science! 



Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Josh, I should mention that Professor Arch is also a trained 
biologist, so she is exactly that--someone who has majored in a 
hard science along with history. We like that about her :) 

Professor Bina Arch 
ES is a somewhat complicated set of majors, so we can 
definitely talk more about your options in the next sesion! 

Professor Bina Arch 

I have had a number of advisees with varying levels of science 
background, including double majors or people who changed 
away from biology 

Professor Bina Arch 
That's the great thing about being at a liberal arts college, you 
can really explore your options 

Josh Thanks Bina. Very helpful. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 
As our session winds down, does anyone out there have 
questions about our courses and offerings? 

Chloe Daikh '21 or about opportunities for student research/work? 

Aaron 
are all history classes offered every semester or are they in a 
cycle? 

Jackson 
Can I augment a history major with an anthropology 
concentration 

Professor Bina Arch They're in a cycle, usually every 2 or 3 years. 

Professor Bina Arch So there's a wider variety of classes available for everyone 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 
Aaron, those details are in the course catalogue--it will tell you 
when those courses are regularly taught. 

Professor Bina Arch 
You could certainly do a history major with an anthro minor, or 
possibly double major 

Chloe Daikh '21 

Jackson, you could double major in History and Anthro or 
minor in one of them or just take classes in one and major in 
another depending on what you enjoy the most 

Jackson Could I study abroad at a dig site with a history major? 

Professor Bina Arch Yes, we have had students do that! 

Jackson awesome, thanks! 

Chloe Daikh '21 
Jacskson, yes! One of my good friends in the history major did 
last summer! 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 
Jackson, you could. We regularly transfer those credits in and 
apply them to your major(s) or general ed credits. 

Chloe Daikh '21 
I also did a study abroad program with a heavy focus on 
archeology 

Abigail 
What are opportunities for history students to do research 
like? 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 
Jackson, I should mention that such an experience could also 
work its way into a senior thesis. 



Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Abigail, I have not researched with as many students as I would 
have liked because I work in Arabic, Turkish, Armenian 
languages, but I have had some collaboration. We pay those 
student researchers quite well and many history faculty have 
done summer research around the world. 

Professor Bina Arch 
We also have smaller research paper projects in multiple 
history classes 

Chloe Daikh '21 

A lot of classes have research papers as part of the course. 
Some people do internships or research programs in the 
summer. The thesis is also a good way to explore your own 
historical questions 

Chloe Daikh '21 

The Whitman Undergraduate Conference provides students 
the opportunity to share their research and the History 
department also supports students taking work to conferences 
at other institutions. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Abigail, one of my students had a computer engineering 
background and was from Baghdad, so he knows Arabic. Over 
two summers, we paid him to make me the data base I now 
use for my research. It was awesome! 

Abigail That sounds amazing! 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

I should also mention that the History Department has a paid 
internship program. We sponsor 3-4 each summer and it will 
allow you to intern at a museum, archive, historical society. 
Those internships have also offered students a jump start on a 
major research project. 

Louise Karneus 

Thank you all so much for your excellent questions. Our 
panelists are happy to stick around and answer for the next ten 
minutes. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 
Currently, we are looking for history department interns to run 
the department Instagram account! Lots of opportunities. 

Aaron Thank you all for your time! I really appreciate it! 

Abigail 
Perfect! Thanks for all your responses and for doing this live 
chat. 

Professor Elyse Semerdjian 

Thank you Louise. It has been a pleasure to chat with you all. I 
am happy to continue answering any questions you have about 
our major and life at Whitman in general. My email address is 
semerdve@whitman.edu. Please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Chloe Daikh '21 

If y'all have any more questions my email is daikhcc@whitman. 
edu and I would be happy to answer anything you're still 
wondering about! 



Professor Bina Arch 

Thanks for joining us! I have to shift gears to get ready for the 
ES chat now, but if you have any further questions I might be 
able to answer and aren't joining that chat, you can email me 
at archjk@whitman.edu. I hope to see you in the fall! 




