
French and Francophone Studies Department Chat - April 24, 2020 

WC: Derek Kennedy 

Hi everyone, and welcome to our live French and Francophone Studies Department chat with faculty and 
students! My name is Derek, and I'm an Admission Officer here at Whitman. In a few minutes we'll get 
started with introductions and Q&A. 

WC: Derek Kennedy 

Without further ado, let me introduce our faculty - Jack Iverson, Professor of Foreign Languages & Literatures -
French & Sarah Hurlburt, Associate Professor of Foreign Languages & Literatures - French as well as some students 
affiliated with the department - Jonathan Falk '20 and Chloe Michaels '22. 

WC: Jack Iverson 

Bonjour, I'm Jack Iverson, and I've been teaching French at Whitman College for 15 years. I'm really fascinated by 
virtually any aspect of French and Francophones cultures. I enjoying teaching all levels of our curriculum, from 
beginning course to advanced seminars. 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 

Hello bonjour, my name is Sarah Hurlburt. I've been teaching French language and literature at Whitman since 
2004. I did my degree on 19th century French literature, but I also teach French film and comics. In 2013 my 
research area shifted to diaspora studies. I'm also involved with the Frenchtown Historical Foundation, and 
with a program called French4Kids, where Whitman students teach French to Walla Walla elementary or 
middle school students after school. 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 
Bonjour, my name is Jonathan Falk, and I'm a senior French/History double major. I'd be happy to answer any of 
your questions about the French department and/or the French major! 

WC: Jack Iverson 
I can mention, too, that Jonathan participated in an off-campus study program in Nantes -- one of several programs 
we use in France. Additional opportunities include programs in Morocco, Senegal, Madagascar, and Switzerland. 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 
My name is Chloe Michaels and I am a sophomore French and English major from the Seattle area. I lived in the 
French House this year, and absolutely loved it. 

Clare 
Hi! I took 3 years of French in high school, but unfortunately my school doesn't offer a fourth. How can I resume 
my French at Whitman? 

WC: Jack Iverson 
Absolutely. In fact, we find quite a few students don't have a chance to continue French as seniors in high school. 
But we have incoming students take a placement test, and we consult with them to find the best course. 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 
Hi Clare, I know personally I hadn't taken any French classes my junior or senior years of high school, so I was a l 
ittle nervous starting up French in college, but I found it pretty easy to get back in the rhythm of it. 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 
Clare, in my experience it's easy to feel overwhelmed in the first few weeks when there's been a long gap in 
French study, but then it all comes back. 

Holden For the off campus study programs, is that essentially like studying abroad? 

WC: Jack Iverson 
Holden, off-campus study, yes, that's the phrase we use for study abroad, just because there are a few programs 
that are based in the U.S., like Semester at Sea, and the Philadelphia Semester. 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 Hi Holden, I studied abroad in Nantes my junior year if you have any questions about that. 

Holden Jack for your time in Nantes, were there other Whitman students or faculty, or were you just alone in France? 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 

Hi Holden: My year, there were 5 students in my year from Whitman that went on the Nantes program my 
semester, but I know one of my friends went a different semester and was the only student from Whitman, 
so it kind of depends. 

WC: Jack Iverson 

Holden, I am one of the French faculty. Usually we send a small contingent of Whitman students to Nantes each 
semester, 2, 3, 4. They study there with students from other institutions. Also, there is an opportunity to enroll 
directly in courses on the main university campus. The program is run by a group called IES, which arranges 
for host families, language instruction, as well as some other courses. 

Eleanor Have you prepared any students to take the DELF exam in the past? 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 

Hi Eleanor -- We actually use the CEFR standards to define course goals in our language program. We periodically 
use mock DELF exams in language class to get students familiar with the format and goals. We have had a number 
of students take the DELF and pass at B2 and C1 levels. (CEFR = Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages) 

WC: Jack Iverson 
Just to add, Eleanor, all of our courses has a proficiency target that corresponds to a level on the DELF or DALF 
tests. 

Holden Is there a French house on campus? 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 Hi Holden, Yes there is a French House! I lived there for one semester my junior year and I loved it! 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt Holden -- yes, the French house is in the interest house group in the heart of campus. 

Holden How do you get into the French house? 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 
You can apply starting your sophomore year. If you live in the French House, there is a French Language Assistant 
who lives in the house which is a great way to immerse yourself in French. 



WC: Sarah Hurlburt 
6-9 second-year students live in the French House each year. Holden, you apply in the spring of your first year. The 
Resident advisor and the language assistant review the applications for the following year. 

Holden How many students usually apply? 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 
Holden, that has varied quite a bit. I believe last year there were more spots than students, and this year there 
are more students than spots. 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 

Holden, this year we had seven residents for first semester (including the Resident Assistant and Language 
Assistant) and six students second semester. Even though we had every room full for the first semester, 
it definitely felt like we had enough room! 

Eleanor Are they any native speakers that teach in the department? 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 
Eleanor, all of the professors have native-level proficiency, and we have a French Language Assistant each year 
from France as well. 

Clare How many students are in the French classes? 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt Class size is capped at 18 but we typically have between 8-12 students per class. 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 
Hi Clare, it definitely depends what class you're in: I have mostly taken upper-level literature courses, which 
generally are pretty small, around 8-12 students 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 

It is really nice to have smaller class sizes! Fall semester Jonathan and I were in Jack's French literature class and 
there were only six of us. We met up a couple times outside of class and studied together, which was really 
nice and helpful 

WC: Jack Iverson 
Just to add to what Chloe has said -- our students often get to know each other quite well because they have 
more than one class together and are involved in some of the same extracurricular activities. 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt (the French community on campus this last few years has been really wonderful. :-) 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 And the professors are so great and supportive! Having a smaller class really allows for everyone to ask questions and engage with the texts really well. 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 Yeah I would say the French department is pretty small but a really close-knit community. 

Eleanor When do we take the placement tests? 

WC: Jack Iverson 

Eleanor, the basic placement test we use is available online, so students can take it whenever they wish. Ideally, it 
happens during the summer before arrival on campus. Information about the placement tests is provided as part 
of the first-year information. 

Holden What sort of literature do you study in French lit? 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 

Holden, we have a really broad range of interests and specializations in the French faculty, and our courses vary 
accordingly. Certainly we teach all literary genres; geographically we teach texts from France, the Caribbean, 
and Quebec. 

WC: Jack Iverson 

Holden, my search area is 18th-century France, and I like to mix in material from that period in a variety of classes. 
But we all have diverse interests and works from a range of countries. With students in the 3rd-semester class, 
we recently a couple of poems by a Louisianais poet named Kirby Jambon. 

Eleanor Are there any freshmen in the 400 level classes? 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 

Eleanor, first year students sometimes take a seminar in the second semester, and Chloe can tell you a little bit 
about that experience. We recommend that first years start with the 320 level if they have a very high level in 
language already. 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 

Eleanor, I took one of Sarah's 400 level classes the spring of my first year and it was great! I was really nervous, 
but Sarah and the other students (like Jonathan) made me feel really welcome and it was a super great 
experience. 

WC: Derek Kennedy 
Hi all, I wanted to ask our e-panelists about what distinguishes our French department from other literary 
departments on campus. 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 
For me, (and I have had students say this in the past as well) what stands out about the French program is the 
diversity of approaches and skills that you develop. It's an extremely cross-disciplinary major. 

WC: Jack Iverson 

Derek, I think it doesn't hurt to state the obvious: the French language is key to what we do, and our goal is to 
have graduates reach a level of proficiency that could, if they wished, gain them admittance at a French 
university at the master's level. And most of our French majors actually reach that level. I would say, as well, 
that the breadth of what we do can extend to pretty much anything that is part of French and Francophone 
cultures. I'm currently teaching a course on French song, for example. 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 
In my classes there's a strong emphasis on oral production skills, both language skills and then presentation skills 
(formal and informal). 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 

I definitely agree with what Sarah said! As a French and English major, I find that we focus on the content of the 
texts we are discussing, be they novels, plays, or films, and we also focus on the language itself. There is definitely 
an interdisciplinary element. 



Holden Have any French majors gone on to a French graduate program in France ? 

WC: Jack Iverson 

Holden, Whitman College has historically sent many graduates to French graduate programs here in the U.S. It has 
been not as common to send them to France. But many of our graduates (not just French majors) have 
participated in recent years in the Teaching Assistant Program in France. It runs through the Education nationale in 
France, hiring young people to serve as English-language assistants in French schools. 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 
I would also add that while most of our graduates pursue graduate study, they go on to do work in a really broad
 range of areas, including public policy, education, law, business, etc. 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 
Also, all of the seniors I met in French classes last year (minors and majors) still definitely stay a part of the 
campus French community! We recently made a birthday video for our amazing language assistant in quarantine. 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 

One last thing I would add about what distinguishes the French major -- the student faculty ratio for French 
majors is really excellent. So it's a major that allows for strong relationships over time, and you really get to 
know your professors. 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 

I would definitely second what Professor Hurlburt said. I had the opportunity to do a lot of research work with 
Professor Hurlburt which was an amazing opportunity, and more broadly you get to know the French professors 
really well. 

WC: Jack Iverson 
That small student-faculty number means that students in French often have a chance to be involved in 
student-faculty research, for example, like Jonathan said. 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 

Another really cool aspect of the French department is the program French For Kids! Sarah started it up again this 
year, and it is a program in which French students from Whitman will teach a weekly French lesson to middle 
school students at one of the Walla Walla Public schools. 

WC: Jack Iverson 
I want to add that the path to the French major is probably easier than many people would think. If a semester 
off-campus in France is included, it often amounts an average of one French course per semester. 

WC: Jack Iverson 
I can speak from the perspective of our 6th-grade daughter -- she has loved having contact with Whitman 
students in French for Kids. 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 Jonathan, how did your study abroad experience in Nantes affect your French experience at Whitman? 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 It definitely improved my French a lot, haha. But I also decided to double major after coming back so there's that 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt 
Jonathan and Chloe, how have your Whitman French classes been different from your experience of French class 
in high school? 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 
Definitely the focus on literature was something I had never really experienced in high school. And being able to 
do a deep dive into French literature in the original language is really amazing 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 

I really enjoyed French in high school and decided to take a class at Whitman just for fun, I wasn't thinking about 
majoring in it though. But when I took Sarah's 305 class, I got really excited about it and started to think about 
majoring in it! 

WC: Derek Kennedy 
Hi all - our time together asa French chat is coming to an end, but I wanted to thank our e-panelists for their time 
and support in this event. They may be dropping their emails and other last messages below. 

WC: Jack Iverson I'll be more than happy to respond to email ! -- iversojr@whitman.edu 

WC: Sarah Hurlburt hurlbuse@whitman.edu -- I look forward to meeting in person! And thanks to Jonathan and Chloe. :-) 

WC: Chloe Michaels '22 My email is michaecc@whitman.edu and i would be so excited to talk more!! 

WC: Jonathan Falk '20 My email is falkjt@whitman.edu if you have any more questions :) 


