
            
  

              
             

              
            

       
 

 
             

             
            

 
  

 
            

            
      

           
      

 
 

              
          

        
            
  
     

 
 

             
             

            
     

            
  

      
             

 
 

 
            

         
          

 
  

 
             

          
           
   

First Name Film and Media Studies Live Chat Transcript, April 15, 2020 
[Unedited Transcript] 

WC: Jack Buettner Hey there, everyone! I'm Jack, an Admission Officer at Whitman. We'll be 
kicking this chat off at 2:00 pm. I'm here to help if you need anything! 

WC: Jack Buettner Here we go! We are fortunate to be joined by Robert Sickels, Alma Meisnest 
Chair of Humanities and Professor of Film and Media Studies and WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 Giddings '20 - they're here to answer your questions! 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Hello! I'm Dr. Robert Sickels. I've been at Whitman for 21 years and I am the 
founder of our FMS program. My area of expertise is pretty much the whole 
of the Hollywood film industry from the start of the sound era to the 
present. 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Hi, I'm Hope Giddings '20! I'm a senior here at Whitman, and I'm a double 
major in Film & Media Studies and Art History & Visual Culture Studies. I'm 
currently writing an honors thesis about Point Break. 

Emily What is the general amount of students enrolled in the film and media 
studies major during any given year? 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

We usually have in between 30 and 40 majors across all grade levels. We 
are one of the fastest growing and most popular majors on campus. 

Kenzie What are some career paths many students take? 
Annalie What careers have some Whitman Film and Studies majors gone on to? 
Annalie *Media 
Annalie Whoops, I didn't see Kenzie's question. 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Any and everything! Lots of our majors don't work in the film industry per 
se, but they use what they learn in their chosen field, so, for example, we 
have a ton of people making media for nonprofits or we have a ton of 
people working in advertising, etc. 

Emily What are the percentage of students interested in more narrative film vs 
art/experimental film? 

Kenzie Are there any production-based classes? 
Annalie What are some of the companies Whitman students have gone on to work 

at? 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Probably more narrative than experimental, and you kind of have to learn 
the hallmarks of filmmaking before you start experimenting, but some of 
our more senior students are definitely interested in more experimental 
stuff. 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Kenzie -- there are two production classes offered here. There is an intro 
level filmmaking course where you produce four short narrative films over a 
semester and an advanced filmmaking course where you spend the entire 
semester on a short documentary. 



 
 

            
             

 
 

           
           

         
  

   
   

            
          

  
        

  
 

            
          

          
 

 
 

              
              

          
  

 
 

          
           

          
 

            
       

 
 

           
        

            
    

 
 

        
          

  
      

           
 

 
 

         
            
         

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Annalie, Google, Microsoft, etc., and then we have a news caster for an ABC 
affiliate all the way up to a senior VP for production and DC Films. 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Kenzie, you can take the Advanced course, which is primarily doc 
filmmaking (which Hope has taken) twice. Additionally, there are a ton of 
other creative courses that count towards the major that you can take 
around campus. 

Annalie Thank you! 
Kenzie Thank you! 
Emily How beginner friendly are the production classes, would someone who has 

never worked with film equipment before be able to handle it? 
Kenzie ^ 
Patrick What are the internship opportunities in the area? 
WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Emily, I would say they are very beginner friendly! Learning to work the 
equipment is built into the structure of the classes. I personally had no 
experience with filmmaking equipment prior to taking the class, and I was 
fine. 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Patrick, there are a ton of opportunities in WA and OR, and then of course 
they're available all over the country as well. It's pretty hard to intern during 
a semester, so most of our students do so over summers. 

Patrick Thanks! 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Patrick, there are a lot of opportunities for funded summer work with 
professors as well, and we've had a lot of student do that over the years. 

Kenzie What sets this program apart from other film studies courses at other 
schools? 

Annalie Do film and media studies classes ever discuss interacting with the sports 
world, whether within professional sports or at Whitman? 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Great question! The ability to work closely with your professors in small 
classrooms--especially in the filmmaking classes--and the breadth. You don't 
specialize in the same way you would at a more traditional film school, so 
you might not know as much 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Annalie, that also applies to any field--not just filmmaking! Whitman FMS 
grads, to quote Whitman (Walt, not Marcus), are vast and they contain 
multitudes! :) 

Annalie Good to know, thank you! 
Emily Is screenwriting and/or story development cover in any of the available 

classes? 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Emily, not exclusively, but you certainly get some of it in the filmmaking 
classes. Additionally, we've had a ton of students also do work in the 
Creative Writing wing of the English department over the years. 



              
          
  

 
              
  

           
  

  
       

      
        

 
              
    
     

         
  

 
 

           
              

 
      

    
 

 
             

          
 

           
           

           
         

             
  

    
 

 
            
          

      
            

WC: Jack Buettner If anyone is just joining us, we're chatting with Professor WC: Robert Sickels 
Sickels and WC: Hope Giddings '20 Giddings '20 about Film and Media 
Studies at Whitman! 

WC: Robert 
Sickels So here's one for y'all: what's the last movie you saw in a movie theater??? 
Patrick 1917 
WC: Jack Buettner Portrait of a Lady on Fire - I miss movie theaters!! 
WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 Onward 
Andrew Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker 
Holden Once upon a time in hollywood 
Emily I don't remember, but I saw Emma when it was release early digitally. 
WC: Robert 
Sickels I saw Once Upon a Time twice! 1917 too. Um, just once for Star Wars. ;) 
Nathan I saw Cats twice 
Holden Yea I saw it twice as well 
Kenzie I don't remember the last movie I saw in the movie theater but I just 

watched Midsommar 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Emma was actually the last film I saw in the theatre. It was actually great. I 
really loved it! Portrait of a Lady was on Hulu for me. Wish I saw it on the 
big screen. Gorgeous. 

Nathan Last good film was... Goldfinger, I think 
Kenzie I want to see Emma 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Kenzie, do you still feel the same way about bears as you did before 
Midsommar? That movie freaked me out! Ari Aster has such a crazy 
sensibility. 

Kenzie Bears will forever make me uncomfortable now. It was still strangely 
beautiful the way he contrasted traditional horror with light instead of dark 

Nathan I haven't seen it, but if it's anything like that bear from Annihilation... I get it 
Kenzie Much different feeling but yes that bear from Annihilation was freaky 
WC: Jack Buettner The annihilation bear was maybe the scariest thing I've ever seen 
WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 I can second that 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Kenzie, Aster is one of the more intriguing young filmmakers out there. And 
Nathan, yes! Though I liked Ex Machina much more than Annihilation. And 
I'm strangely into Devs as well. 

Kenzie Definitely. He said he's going to try to make a comedy next. 



    
        

 
 

           
        

            
     

  
 

            
 

 
 

             
        

 
 

             
           

        
  

     
                

 
     

 
 

          
           

            
 

            
 

 
             

         
  

 
           

         
              

  
            

     
 

         
        
   

  
 

           
           

            
     

Holden Ex Machina was really good 
Kenzie I want to watch Sorry to Bother You next 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

I can't wait! Directors start off and they do a particular thing and they are 
good at it--think Jordan Peele or Greta Gerwig--but where it gets really 
interesting for me as someone who obsesses over this stuff academically is 
what they do when they have 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Sorry to Bother You is great! I got to see it in theaters. Wonderful and 
weird. 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Kenzie, Boots Riley is the real deal! I showed that film in Intro to Film last 
year and we had a spectacular discussion on it. 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

You know, one of the cool thing about our film classes at Whitman as the 
films are screened in a movie theatre that's really intimate and wonderful. 
Our students love seeing films in there, right Hope? :) 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 Yes! It's the best 
Holden So for analyzing films, do you focus on older films or newer films, how is it 

decided? 
Holden Or something in between 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

I think Hope can speak to this from a student perspective, but we have a 
very strong community in the FMS department. In part because of the 
filmmaking classes, are students really know each other well and are really 
close. 

Emily How difficult is it for someone within the major to get into a specific class? 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Holden, Just depends on the class. So in Intro to Film it runs the gamut from 
silent films to the present. Then in period classes it 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Emily, from a student's perspective, it's really easy to get into the classes 
you need once you've declared! The department will allow you to register 
for the classes you need before they open to the rest of campus, so it's a 
very stress-free process. 

Holden Do you have to take a certain amount of prerequisite classes before being 
able to start your own project? 

WC: Robert 
Sickels Holden, what do you mean by your own project? 
Holden Your own movie or working with a crew 
Holden or short film 
WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

And to touch on the community piece, that's something that I've really 
loved about this department. I feel I've gotten to know my professors and 
my peers both pretty well over the years at Whitman. And the filmmaking 
classes are especially great for that. 



 
 

            
          

     
        

               
         

 
 

         
         

    
  

 
             
            

             
     

 
 

            
           

     
           

        
          
 

 
           
         

           
        

 
 

           
            

           
  

    
 

          
                

            
   

 
 

          
          

              
 

           
  

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Well, you do that in the filmmaking classes. But if you want to do it on your 
own, you can. We always have students working on film/media projects 
outside of their classes. Always. 

Sakiko are there any classes related to animations? 
Emily If someone wanted to do a film major and the minor in something else like 

creative writing, do you think that would be a manageable workload? 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Not specifically, but our students interested in it take the new media classes 
in the art department, (beginning, intermediate, and advanced) and they 
can make animation there! 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Emily, that would be very doable! The film major is really conducive to both 
minors and double majors. I myself am a double major and many of my 
peers are as well (in both humanities and sciences), and I would say the 
workload has been very manageable. 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

We designed the major with the idea that anyone who wanted to could and 
would double. And we've had doubles in just about every combo you can 
imagine. Even FMS and BBMB! 

Andrew How many students have double majored in FMS and BBMB? 
Kenzie What are the most common major/minors with film studies? 
WC: Jack Buettner FYI... BBMB = biochemistry, biophysics, and molecular biology! 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Andrew, Two! Trailblazers, both. One of the ones who did subsequently 
received a Watson fellowship post grad (super prestigious) and he did a 
combined doc filmmaking and community healthy project. And he will be 
attending SF State to get his MFA in documentary filmmaking! 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Kenzie, English, Rhetoric, and Sociology are hugely popular. And we've had 
quite a few Politics and History majors too. And you know what's a sneaky 
smart double we've probably had 12-15 students do over the years? Econ 
and FMS! 

Andrew Awesome Thank you! 
WC: Robert 
Sickels Minors are all over the map--really anything you want!!! 
Kenzie My goal is to do a double major in film and psychology because they are my 

two top interests and I believe they mesh well. I just have never heard of 
anyone doing it 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Hey all, let me tell you a little about one of our awesome other core 
professors, Dr. Kathryn Frank. Professor Frank teaches our comics classes 
and intro to media & digital studies courses, as well as courses on race and 
gender in media.  

Emily Would you say that doc film-making is favored over more traditional 
narrative film? 



                  
        

          
 

 
           

           
   

   
 

 
          

          
    

 
          

  
 

           
      

          
              

     
          

           
       

                 
 

 
 

           
             

             
            

               
        

  
 

          
     

       
   

       
   

         
 

 
              
             

         

WC: Jack Buettner Hey all, we'll be wrapping up in the next few minutes. If you have any final 
questions or comments, please send those in now! 

Shintaro How many students attend graduate school to learn filmmaking? 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Kenzie, we have at least three students doing it right now! And all kinds of 
folks have done it over the years. And have really love it! 

Nathan Favorite film? 
Kenzie Cool, thanks! 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Shintaro, maybe 10%. Most students who want to get into the industry go 
straight from here to the industry. That's more the norm contemporarily 
than it used to be! 

WC: Robert 
Sickels Nathan, The Graduate. The Graduate. Oh, and The Graduate! 
WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Nathan, I don't know if I can really pick a favorite, but I'm writing my thesis 
on Point Break, so that's definitely a contender! 

Nathan Ooh I love the Graduate! and Point Break is real fun 
WC: Jack Buettner Since Robert took mine... I'll go with My Own Private Idaho! 
Holden the graduate is great 
Shintaro Okey, but as an international student, it might be difficult to go straight to 

the industry in the US. What do international students do after graduation? 
Do they go back to their countries? 

Emily Would you say the doc film is favored in terms of the focus in the courses 
available? 

WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Some do, some don't. Just depends on what they want to do. We've had a 
lot of students go directly to working here so I know it can be done, though 
I'm not exactly sure as to the process. We've also had many students go 
back to their home countries and work in the film industries there. 

WC: Jack Buettner Thanks all for your engagement today, and please join me in thanking our 
wonderful experts from the Film and Media Studies Department! 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Emily, not necessarily. The intro level filmmaking class is focused on 
narrative films rather than documentaries. 

Nathan Thank you! This was really interesting 
Kenzie Thank you! 
Shintaro I understand. Thank you for your help! 
Andrew Thank You! 
Sakiko thank you! I had a lot of fun listening in:) 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Hey all, thank you all for participating! If you want to reach out, go ahead 
and feel free to email me. Additionally, if you want to know more about the 
department, you can check out our website and our podcast. 



 
     

 
 

               
  

 

WC: Robert 
Sickels sickelrc@whitman.edu is my email. 
WC: Robert 
Sickels 

Okay, looks like that's it. Thank you all so much and best of luck. Stay safe 
out there! :) 


