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Today, I am joined by Professors Phil Brick, (Miles C. Moore 
Professor of Politics & Bina Arch, Assistant Professor of History), 
Lyman Persico (Assistant Professor of Geology and Environmental 
Studies), and Bina Arch (Assistant Professor of History). Students 
Luke Ratliff '21 and Noah Dunn '21 are here as well. 

This is my 6th year in the History department at Whitman, and I 
helped create the History-Environmental Studies major a few years 
ago. I also am affiliated with the Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 
Program, since my research focuses on marine environmental 
history in Japan. 
Hi, I'm Phil Brick, Miles C. Moore Professor of Politics and Director 
of Environmental Studies! Welcome to this chat!! I came to 
Whitman from UC Berkeley in 1990, this has been a fabulous place 
to live and work. 
Hi, I'm Lyman! I am in the geology department and I have been at 
Whitman for five years. I am a geomorphologist. That means I study 
the evolution of topography. I study and teach how climate, 
biology, and humans influence the surface of the earth. 

Hi! What does ES look like at Whitman for students interested in 
the civics/policy/education side of sustainability and the 
environment? 

Hi Journey, we have combined ES majors at Whitman. So you would 
most likely be interested in ES/Politics, ES/Sociology. We also have a 
great summer internship program so you can get (paid!) experience 
working in the field! 

Great, thanks so much! 
What would be a good major/minor for someone looking to pursue 
Environmental Law? 

Allyson: Any of the ES majors, particularly the social science ones, 
would work for environmental law - certainly we have a lot of 
history majors who go on to become very successful in law! 
Journey, there are also great ways to get involved in sustainability in 
students life. There's a group called the Campus Climate Coalition 
that's very active in advocating for sustainability on campus and in 
town. 

Ok great, I'll look into that. Thanks! 

Okay, thank you! 
What sort of career opportunities result from an environmental 
science or policy degree? 
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Allyson: Politics is also a good choice. We have a great legal scholar 
on faculty: Jack Jackson, you might want to check out his work 
online! 
I see that many of you are specialized more in the policy/social 
science part of envs. I am more interested in the Biology/science 
part and I am wondering how easy it is for someone to go down 
that track vs the social sci track 

How many students graduate with an ES major? 

There are a lot of ES-science majors, it's certainly easy to do that 
track! 

Thank you! I'll be sure to look into that 

Olivia, our politics students have gone on to do all kinds of things: 
environmental consulting, journalism, political activism, research, 
founding and running green companies, you name it! 
Journey, one more thing on your last question: in addition to what 
Noah added about the CCC (Campus Climate Coalition) there are 
also plenty of other ways to get involved outside of the classroom. 
There is an organic garden just off campus, the Glean Team (a club 
of students who go to harvest extra fruits and veggies on local 
farms, and then delivers the produce to local food banks), and a 
host of internships and jobs in the community dealing with 
sustainability. 

There are all sorts of careers that our ES science student pursue! 
Some go on in non profit work, other go into environmental 
advocacy, we have some that do research at National Labs, and 
others that pursue careers in environmental consulting and 
business. 

We currently have about 130 ES majors 

Awesome, thank you! If I'm interested in scientific journalism and 
specifically environmental issues, is there a degree that would give 
me a stronger footing in that field compared to others? 

Olivia, that's a great question. There are many different degrees 
that would put you in a good position for scientific journalism. 
Regardless of what major you choose, you will get a lots of 
opportunities to hone your writing skills. 
As a person with ADHD, I don't think I would be well suited for a job 
crunching numbers behind a desk all day. What sort of jobs are 
there for someone interested in Environmental studies that would 
allow me to be outside and in nature? 
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Olivia, like Professor Perisco said, you're going to be writing a lot at 
Whitman regardless of which major you wind up in. That said, 
within the Environmental Studies program, Environmental History 
and the Environmental Humanities are probably the two most 
conducive to that field. 
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Olivia, a well-known environmental journalist, Sarah Gilman, was a 
bio major at Whitman.....she also did SITW. You can find her on 
Twitter... 

Josh 
Phil, could you please list some of the course titles/internships that 
someone might take who is looking to affect climate policy? 
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Alistair, we have many of our ES graduates go into environmental 
work that has a substantial field component: fisheries biologist for 
the State of Oregon, a US Forest Service Ranger, a manager of a 
nature reserve, etc. 

Alistair That's awesome! Thank you! 

Josh 

Phil, could you describe a bit about the Env Humanities major? For 
example how is it different from (does it include) Env Policy? Env 
Economics? 
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Alistair, good question. I think that there are a lot of different jobs 
that would be of interest to you. I can speak from the science side 
of things that environmental consulting has a lot of field work! My 
wife is a consultant and were able to spend a lot of time outdoors in 
the field. 

WC: Louise Karneus 
Hi Morgan! We're working on an answer for you re: science-
oriented ES fields! 

Morgan Great, thank you! 
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Josh, I will answer shortly, but Noah is an EH major and can really 
tell you a lot 

Alistair Thank you so much for the response! 

Janet 
I'm wondering if the Semester in the West is about policy or science 
or both. 
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Morgan, it's very easy to join the physical sciences part of the ES 
program at Whitman. We have majors in ES-biology, ES-physics, ES-
chemistry, and ES geology. These majors provide with foundational 
coursework in the sciences and also provide ample opportunity to 
explore other disciplines as they intersect with Environmental 
studies. 
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Josh--I'm an Environmental Economics major, and while I can't 
exactly speak to the EH major, I'll add a note about the ES majors--
while there are very specialized classes (environmental economics, 
sociology and environment, etc.), there are also many courses that 
will count towards nearly any one of the combined majors. 
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Josh: On climate policy: We have a course in Geo, "Weather and 
Climate", I teach "Politics and the Anthropocene," and many of our 
courses have substantial climate components, even though that 
might not be apparent from the course titles. 
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Josh, on the internships: We have hosted internships with scientists 
doing climate-related research in the mountains of Southern Utah. 

Allyson 
How does Walla Walla's agricultural and natural environment 
provide internship and research opportunities for ES Majors? 

Josh 
Phil, do you have internships with state, fed officials? With NGOs 
like WWF, EDF, CF, etc.? Or are they largely science-focused? 
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Janet: we're working on an answer for you, but there will also be a 
chat like this one on Friday, April 17 from 4:00-5:00 PM, PDT, which 
will be focused on Semester in the West! 

Janet Okay, thanks. I can tune in then. 
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Josh- In terms of climate policy, we spend a lot of time in my "Water 
in the West" class talking about climate impacts to water supplies 
and strategies for mitigation and adaption to climate change. 
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Josh. We work mostly with NGOs, but also with agencies such as the 
US Forest Service, BLM, and State Wildlife agencies. We have very 
close ties to the Grand Canyon Trust, Wallowa Resources, The 
Nature Conservancy, Blue Mountain Land Trust, to name just a few. 

Josh 

Phil, Noah, Lyman...thank you for your responses. You have 
provided color that I was not able to pick up from the visit or by 
looking through the catalogue. 
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Hi Janet: I'm a junior economics/environmental studies major, and I 
was lucky enough to do Semester in the West during my sophomore 
year. It is both policy and science, as well as a whole lot more. The 
program talks to one or more people in the field every week. 

WC: Professor Phil Brick 

Josh, we have a MIX of internships because we have so many 
student interests: humanities (journalism internships), field ecology 
for our biologists, youth education internships, communication 
internships. All paid, and we select the organizations to ensure 
quality. 
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Allyson, that's a great question. Our setting provides tons of 
opportunities for research and employment. Last summer I received 
Whitman's Internship Grant, which pays you to take internship 
opportunities. 

Annalie 
What are some examples of environmental studies/economics 
courses? 
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Allyson, we have lots of local research projects focused on the 
natural environment in and around Walla Walla! Some students 
study plant interactions in the Blue Mountains and we have a 
biological research station just down the road at Wallula Gap! 



WC: Professor Phil Brick 
Hey all you guys who have not a questions yet, please don't be shy, 
jump on in and ask, we enjoy hearing what you are interested in! 

Janet 
Luke, that sounds great. Really interdisciplinary approach -- lots of 
variety and looking at things from many perspectives. 

Josh 
Luke...can you speak to the typical EH class size? And also about the 
EH graduation requirements? 

Charlene 
How difficult is it to change the focus of an ES major (i.e. from ES-
biology to Environmental Humanities)? 
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Many of the classes that make up the environmental 
studies/economics major aren't necessarily a mix of both at the 
same time, especially in the first couple of years. For example, in a 
given semester to fulfill my major credits, I might take an 
environmental studies course and an economics course. 
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Janet, Luke nailed it. We have students on SITW who apply 
specifically for the interdisciplinary experience. If you are 
interested, you should join us for the SITW Chat next Friday at 4pm. 
:-) 
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Charlene: It depends on how far into the major you are, but all ES 
majors require 2 courses in each of the areas that you're not 
focusing in out of humanities, social science, and sciences. So it's a 
lot easier shifting within ES than to an entirely new m 
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Josh--a typical EH class size is very small, from 5 to 20 students. 
They prioritize group discussion, so the professors like it small 
enough to engage everybody. 

Annalie Thank you Luke! 

Amelia 
As someone who is interested in animal sciences and nature, would 
you recommend ES bio? 

Josh 

Luke...EH = env + anything other than a hard science? right? e.g., E + 
history, + economics, + policy (is there E Policy...or could one be 
created for a student)? etc.? 

Allyson 
Thank you for the informative responses, Noah and Professor 
Persico! 
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Amelia, we have cool bio faculty interested in critters: Tim Parker in 
Ornithology, Delbert Hutchison is a lizard guy, and Kate Jackson is a 
world-known expert in SNAKES!! 
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Josh, to speak to the EH requirements, there are a number of core 
classes to pick from. I'm in a fascinating class right now about the 
classical foundations of nature writing, looking at Greek and Roman 
writing alongside our Western nature writing canon. 

Amelia Awesome thanks! 

WC: Professor Bina Arch 
Amelia: I also teach an animal history course and use by former 
biology degree in the content of multiple history courses. 
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Josh, sorry for all the abbreviations :) . EH is Environmental 
Humanities, which is its own major. ES = Environmental Studies, so 
most majors are ES Econ, ES bio, ES sociology, etc. Environmental 
Humanities is the one Environmental Studies major which doesn't 
quite fit that template. 
Amelia, Phil is absolutely correct! I am working with Delbert 
Hutchinson right now. Has has property on the Walla Walla River 
and we are doing a stream restoration project to enhance habitat 
for aquatic/riparian species. The restoration happened last summer. 

What are study abroad options for environmental studies? 

Also, we do not have a general "environmental science" major. You 
pair Environmental Studies with one of the science departments. 
Amelia: ES bio would give you more space to do courses like mine 
than a plain Bio major, so it could be a good choice for you. 

Sounds good, thanks 

Elena: we work with School for Field Studies and School for 
International Training with programs all over the world. Popular 
with Whitman students: programs in Costa Rica, Ecuador, Germany, 
Kenya, Tanzania, New Zealand, and more. 

Elena Thanks! 
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Elena, another popular study abroad option with some ES students 
is Denmark. They learn a lot about climate adaption. Some even get 
to visit Greenland. 
I know a student who did a course in Turks and Caicos this spring 
with one of the field study schools (I think SIT) 
Thanks Bina and Lyman. for thinking of more for Elena....so many 
cool opportunities to study abroad! 

Also SEA Semester, in the Atlantic or Pacific 

Can a student interested in both ES and psychology end up with an 
Env - Psychology degree? Or would that be a double major? 

Great questions, all! The panelists will be here for another ten 
minutes. You might also be interested in joining us this coming 
Friday, April 17, 4:00 - 5:00 PM for a session on Semester in the 
West (a Whitman-specific, semester-long excursion throughout the 
American west). 

(4:00 - 5:00 PM PDT, that is!) 

Sorry if this question has already been answered, but how could 
someone apply an environment-based major to community 
education? If that doesn't make sense, I can try to clarify! 
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Josh, we don't have an ES/Psych major, but we have had seveal 
students to a self-designed ES/Psych major in recent years. We 
don't do double majors in ES, only "combined majors" with 
departments. 

Charlene, there are lots of ways. The Blue Mountain Land Trust has 
lots of internship and employment opportunities for environmental 
education, and this is common practice with land trusts and 
organizations of that kind all over the country. The Forest Service 
holds workshops as well. 

This chat has been very useful...is it possible to get a copy so I can 
look back over the really helpful information that you have 
provided? 

Yes, that answers my question, thank you! 

Hi Josh! At this time, we can't save chat transcripts. However, we're 
going to try and extract some FAQs to distribute! You can also copy 
and paste this whole chat into a word document/Google doc. 
Josh, feel free to email me with more Q's about Env Studies: 
brick@whitman.edu 

Copy-paste works well to save the Q&A's. 

If anyone would like to ask follow up questions directed to a 
student after this chat, you're welcome to direct them to me: 
ratlifls@whitman.edu 

If anyone has any more questions about ES, please feel free to email 
me! persiclp@whitman.edu 

Thanks all for the great questions! Feel free to ask follow up about 
the ES program or Semester in the West. You can reach me at 
dunnnp@whitman.edu 

I'm also happy to answer questions about ES, especially ES-History: 
archjk@whitman.edu 

Thank you all for your participation, and keeping checking in for 
chats with students and professors across (at least) 20 more majors 
and programs throughout this week and next. 

Reece Thank you. 
And don't forget about Semester in the West this coming Friday, 

WC: Louise Karneus April 17, 4:00 - 5:00 PM PDT! 


