
 

Name Computer Science Department Live Chat 
(Unedited Transcript, Virtual Admitted 
Students Week) 

WC: Henry Whipple Hello everyone! Thanks for joining today's 
Computer Science Department Live Chat 
session. I'm Henry, one of the Admission 
Officers here at Whitman. We'll be getting 
started in just a few minutes; thanks for your 
patience! 

Elena What is the admission process for Computer 
Science at Whitman ? 

WC: Henry Whipple Thanks for your question, Elena! For 
clarification, there aren't any specific 
admission requirements to start taking 
courses in Whitman's computer science 
department (or the other departments, for 
that matter).  

WC: Henry Whipple Welcome, everyone. I'd like to introduce you 
to our two participating faculty members: 
Janet Davis, Associate Professor and 
Microsoft Chair of Computer Science, & John 
Stratton, Assistant Professor of Computer 
Science 

WC: Henry Whipple I'd also like to introduce you to our two 
participating students: Zoe Hill '21 and Isaiah 
Banta '20 

WC: Professor John Stratton Hi, everyone! I'm John Stratton, and I've been 
teaching here at Whitman for four years now. 
I teach classes in computer systems, 
programming, and algorithms, and enjoy all 
of them. My research area is in computer 
simulations and making software faster 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Hi, I'm Janet Davis. I joined Whitman in 2015 
to found the computer science program. 
Before that, I taught for nine years at Grinnell 
College. My research is in human-computer 
interaction, but I teach across the computer 
science curriculum.  



WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 Hi Everyone, I'm a junior computer science 
major here at Whitman. I declared during my 
sophomore year and have really enjoyed my 
time within the department. Excited to 
connect with each of you and answer any 
questions you may have! 

WC: Isaiah Banta ‘20 Hi everyone! My name is Isaiah Banta and I'm 
a Senior here at Whitman. My favorite 
classes have been Natural Language 
Processing and Algorithm Design and 
Analysis. Looking forward to all your 
questions! 

Felix Does Whitman have any job fairs that include 
CS? What's the process like for finding 
internships? 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Whitman only has a local (Walla Walla) job 
fair. But we've had students do tech 
internships all over the place 

WC: Professor John Stratton Students do often take internships. Several 
local companies regularly take interns, such 
as Walla Walla Web Weavers or Key 
Technologies, and many students pursue 
internships at companies nearer their 
hometowns. The Student Engagement Center 
helps students find and secure these 
opportunities with grants and other funds 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Last year we had two new graduates go to 
work at Google, which is super exciting. We 
have at least one Amazon internship this 
summer, too 

Elena How does your computer science program 
compare with those at bigger schools like 
UW. Do you have any particular focus ? 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 Felix, there is always the possibility of 
summer research as well! Working doing 
summer research is another great way to 
build your resume. I'm actually doing 
research this summer with professor Davis! 



WC: Professor Janet Davis Felix, I realize we didn't actually answer your 
question! The CS department has a really 
good relationship with the Student 
Engagement Center, and particularly Kim 
Rolfe who is the director for Career 
Development. 

WC: Professor John Stratton Hi, Elena. I actually went to a bigger school 
(University of Illinois) for my undergraduate 
degree. It's a very different experience from 
what we're trying to provide our students. I 
was lucky and had opportunities to get to 
know my faculty a little more personally 

Felix Thanks for the info. 

WC: Henry Whipple Felix, many students navigate the internship 
process by pursuing a Whitman Internship 
Grant. I recommend reading more about that 
process here: 
https://www.whitman.edu/after-whitman/st
udent-engagement-center/career-developme
nt/internships/whitman-internship-grant 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Kim has helped our students think about 
career options, set up informational 
interviews with alumni, prepare their 
resumes, search for internships, and so on. 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 Elena, another major distinction between 
UW and Whitman is that the computer 
science department at UW is incredibly 
competitive to get into. 

Elena How many students do you have in your 
program ? 

WC: Professor John Stratton In terms of curriculum, the core topics are 
basically the same between a bigger school 
and Whitman in CS, but because we have 
fewer faculty there will be less variety in 
terms of the electives you could take here. 
Instead, we focus on breadth of skills outside 
solely computer science material 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Elena, we're a new and growing program. We 



graduated 2 students in 2018, 15 in 2019, 17 
in 2020, and we have about 25 in the class of 
2021. 

WC: Professor Janet Davis CS is becoming one of the more popular 
majors at Whitman. 

WC: Henry Whipple Great questions everyone! Keep them 
coming! 

Elena Thank you very much for your replies 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Elena, to add onto John's answer to your 
earlier question: I recently spoke to a UW 
student who said she didn't have any 
opportunity to take courses outside CS as a 
junior or senior. At Whitman, most students 
continue to take a range of courses through 
senior year 

Elena is taking a range of courses a student's choice 
or are there breadth requirements ? 

Holden Coming at this issue from the opposite 
direction, how is the CS program at providing 
learning opportunities for students in other 
majors? 

Mateus A question for Professor Stratton, what is it 
like to work on a complex project like the 
gene expression interaction simulator? Also, 
are students given the opportunity to 
participate in research along with their 
professors? 

Daniel Do any students pursue the 3-2 Engineering 
program with a Computer Science major at 
Whitman? 

WC: Professor John Stratton Hi, Daniel. The short answer is no. Every 3-2 
engineering student will take some CS, but 
it's too hard to fit in enough CS classes on top 
of the science and liberal arts classes you 
need for the 3-2 program. You're betting off 
doing 3-2 physics and just pursuing a minor in 
Computer Science, or taking a few courses in 



the department as electives 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Hi Holden, that's a great question! We have 
one introductory course taken by all students 
regardless of their major (unless they are 
placed out of it because of prior experience.) 
In that class, students solve problems from a 
range of disciplines, from astronomy to 
physics to mathematics 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Daniel, we also have some students do 3-2 
Math/Pre-Engineering. 

WC: Isaiah Banta ‘20 Hey Elena, Whitman's total credits can be 
split into about 3 pieces: credits for your 
major is one third, credits for distribution 
requirements is another third, and then the 
last third is on whatever you would like to 
take (or a double major/minor etc.) 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 Mateus, to answer the second part of your 
question, yes. The students are able to join in 
research projects with their professors. I 
know that this summer professors Davis and 
Stratton are both doing summer research 
projects! 

WC: Professor John Stratton Matheus, it can be pretty challenging. I joke 
with my students that to be "ready" to work 
on the project, you would need a background 
in chemistry, biology, probability, software 
engineering, and software performance 
optimization. Needless to say, nobod 

WC: Professor John Stratton The actual work is mostly reading papers of 
what people have done, and writing software 
to replicate their results, or possibly improve 
on them. 

Mateus Very interesting, thank you for the replies. 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Keep those questions coming! 

Vincent What is the favour of language of 
instruction? What kind of "powerful' machine 
do you have? 



Daniel Is it possible to get credit in the Computer 
Science department with transfer credits? 
Perhaps internationally? 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Thanks for the question, Vincent! We 
introduce multiple programming languages in 
our curriculum, and try to suit them to the 
learning goals of each course. While it means 
students don't become experts in any one 
language, it gives them the flexibility in their 
skill sets upon graduating 

WC: Isaiah Banta ‘20 Hey Daniel, for your first question: Whitman 
has a Summer Crossroads program that 
allows for students to do intensive classes in 
4-5 weeks internationally. These vary every 
year and aren't specifically geared toward 
any major. Whitman does allow for transfer 
credits as well from international programs 

WC: Professor Janet Davis In particular, Python is well-suited to the 
range of experiences and interests in the 
introductory course, but we teach data 
structures in C++ so that students have to 
deal with all the gory details. 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Daniel, to add onto Isaiah's answer, we often 
allow transfer credits to count towards the CS 
major. That has included credits from UW. 

WC: Professor John Stratton I agree with Janet, variety is important to us, 
especially exposing students to a variety of 
software development styles (Compiled, 
Object-Oriented, Scripting, Functional), so 
they become more comfortable with learning 
new languages in general. 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 In addition, the software design course I'm 
currently in uses java. Ultimately though I 
agree, languages are just tools, the truly 
valuable information I've found exists in the 
realm of turning machines and algorithm 
design. 

WC: Professor John Stratton On a fun note, my research on software 
performance optimization involves doing 



experiments on GPUs for scientific 
computing, so I've got a server in my office 
that's similar to what might be a node in a 
computing cluster that scientists might use.  

Elena Of the people that start out as CS majors, 
how many graduate? 

Holden Zoe, Can you tell us what software you're 
designing? 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Elena, students don't declare their majors 
usually until their second year, so nobody 
"starts" as a CS major. The major hasn't been 
around long enough to say how many 
students who declared the major actually 
finish, but I can say it's most of them. 

WC: Isaiah Banta ‘20 @Elena, we also don't have 'weed out' 
classes like other universities/colleges do. 
There is no limit or cutoff that the Computer 
Science Department tries to impose through 
classes that are difficult for the sake of being 
difficult. Everything is geared around student 
learning and providing an opportunity to all 
those who have an interest in the subject 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 Holden, currently I'm designing a tune 
composer! It plays a variety of instruments 
and includes several editing features. 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Elena, I'll also add that all our seniors just 
passed their oral exams. (Congratulations 
Isaiah!) 

Holden Cool! What language are you using, and on 
what devices does it run? 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Elena, adding onto Isaiah's answer to your 
last question, we try to design a learning 
environment that is collaborative and not 
competitive. That might also be a difference 
between Whitman and some larger 
universities 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 We are using Java, FXML, and CSS. Also, it 



doesn't have an implementation for smaller 
devices such as (iphones, tablets, etc) so just 
on desktops or laptops. 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 I'm personally loving Java... I'm used to C++ 
for the most part. 

Siddharth Hi guys! I had a question. What are the major 
employers for cs? 

WC: Professor John Stratton Hi, Siddharth. Our program is new, so we 
don't have a huge number of graduates yet 
to identify any "major employers". Most have 
gone on to take jobs as software developers 
for a variety of sectors: finance, media, retail, 
and traditional technology co 

Holden Not to get too detailed, but what do you love 
about Java? It's interpreted, isn't it, while C++ 
is compiled, I thought. Does a Java 
application perform well? 

Siddharth are there any natural science requirements 
for a major in cs? 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Siddharth, our CS major does not have any 
physics or chemistry requirements (or biology 
for that matter!) 

WC: Professor Janet Davis But the college's general education 
requirements do include lab science. 

WC: Henry Whipple Thanks for all these fantastic questions, 
everyone. The faculty and students will be 
here for another ten minutes, so make sure 
you submit any final questions you have 
about the Computer Science department. I 
will also be here to answer additional 
questions once they leave 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 Reasons I love Java: 1) it handles all of the 
memory management whereas c++ doesn't. 
(in short, I dislike cleaning up after myself. ) 
2) It requires that all code be contained 
within a class which I find helps keep me 
organized in my programming and is easier to 



recall 

WC: Isaiah Banta ‘20 @Daniel, Yeah they usually do. But since 
there are usually only 4 - 5 different 
Crossroads programs they have a class 
offered that specifically fulfills the 
distribution requirements you're looking for. 
But the credit will always be Whitman credit 
since they are taught by Whitman professors 

Holden Great. Thanks, Zoe. 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 of course! :) 

WC: Professor Janet Davis Hi folks, I have to run now. You are welcome 
to contact me at davisj@whitman.edu with 
further questions. Best wishes for your 
decision, hope to see you in the fall! 

WC: Professor John Stratton And Holden, Java virtual machine 
performance is actually pretty good these 
days. It's not quite as fast as a fully compiled 
language, but is certainly not "bad". 

WC: Henry Whipple Thank you Professor Davis! 

WC: Isaiah Banta ‘20 No problem! We've got a couple more 
minutes so if anyone has any other questions 
you totally should! 

Elena Thank you 

WC: Professor John Stratton Last call, anyone? 

WC: Professor John Stratton Well, I'm heading out now as well, but feel 
free to send me questions at 
strattja@whitman.edu. Hope you all find the 
best college to fit you, and I hope that it's 
Whitman! 

WC: Henry Whipple Thank you Professor Stratton! 

WC: Isaiah Banta ‘20 Thanks everyone for your questions, I know it 
can be hard to think of them on the spot so if 
you have other questions that come to mind 
here's my email also: bantaib@whitman.edu. 
Have a great weekend everyone, hope you 



are all safe and doing well. 

WC: Zoe Hill ‘21 Thanks everyone for joining the chat today. If 
you have any more questions please feel free 
to reach out to me at hillzp@whitman.edu . 
Hope to get to meet some of you in person, 
should your choice be whitman! 

WC: Henry Whipple Thank you to both of our wonderful students! 

WC: Henry Whipple I will be here for a few more minutes to 
answer any final questions 

WC: Henry Whipple Well, it looks like that might be all the 
questions for today. Thanks to everyone who 
tuned in and participated! I hope that our 
faculty and students were helpful in 
answering your questions about the 
Computer Science department.  

Felix Thanks for answering all the questions! 

WC: Henry Whipple No problem, Felix! We're lucky to have such 
wonderful professors and students here at 
Whitman. 

 


