
             
  

             
             

               
         

           
            

         
          

        
  

 
             

      
            

   
            

           
     

            
 

              
          

     
             

         
  

           
      

             
           

         
        

             
         

     
     

           
      

            
         

First Name Art History and Visual Studies Live Chat Transcript, April 23, 2020 
[Unedited Transcript] 

WC: Jack Buettner Hey there, everyone! I’m Jack, an Admission Officer at Whitman. We’ll be 
kicking this chat off at 2:00 pm. I’m here to help if you need anything! 

WC: Jack Buettner Here we go! We are fortunate to be joined by Lisa Uddin, Associate 
Professor of Art History and Visual Culture Studies and Garrett Fellow, 
and Hope Giddings '20 - they’re here to answer your questions! 

WC: Lisa Uddin Hello! My name is Prof. Lisa Uddin. I teach modern and contemporary art 
history and visual culture studies, with a special interest in questions 
around the human and the nonhuman in relation to visual 
representation, as well as race and modern architecture. 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Hi! I’m Hope, and I’m in my senior year here at Whitman. I’m a double 
major in Art History and Film Studies. 

Anna Hi! Is there a visual presentation along with this or are we just 
communicating by text? 

WC: Lisa Uddin Anna, let me respond to your question. We are just communicating by 
text today. Do you have any questions today that we might be able to 
help you out with? Anything really! 

Anna Great! I am interested in studio art and art history. Is it possible to do 
both? 

WC: Lisa Uddin Anna, yes it is. We have had students who pursue both. It's demanding, 
but rewarding. Do you currently make work now? If so, what mediums 
are you working in? :) 

Clare Hi! What are some of the classes offered for Art History? Do they focus 
on specific time periods or art movements such as Romanticism or 
Baroque art? 

Anna I mostly like creating 2D works. I especially like working with charcoal 
and ink. I am also into sewing. 

WC: Lisa Uddin Hi Clare. We offer a range of classes across time periods and 
geographies. Some do focus on specific movements -- in the past we've 
offered courses in German Romanticism, for example. I’m currently 
teaching Modernism in Art and Architecture, as another example. 

WC: Lisa Uddin Anna, fabulous! We have wonderful faculty in drawing and those who 
work in textiles as well. What kind of art histories might interest you? 
Any specific period, place, theme? 

Clare Sounds good! Thank you! 

Anna I am interested in what types of internships and off campus study 
overseas are offered for this major. 

WC: Lisa Uddin Clare, I should also mention our introductory course is very much about 
exposing students to traditional periods and movements in Western 



          
    

         

               
            

          
       

         

             
           

         
  

         

           
 

            
            
 

  
 

            
           

            
   

            
    

          

              
              

      
             

      
            

            
         

        
 

         

            
           

European Art, and then figuring out how they became traditional and 
what other histories are out there! 

WC: Lisa Uddin The history of art history, if you will... 

WC: Lisa Uddin Anna, many of our students do off campus study in our major, especially 
since interacting with works in person is hugely important. Italy is very 
popular, specifically programs in Rome, Venice and Florence. We have 
also had students study in Copenhagen, D 

Anna In my senior art class I focused on German expressionism. 

WC: Lisa Uddin Re: internships, students in our program have worked locally with arts 
organizations such as ArtWalla and the Carnegie Picture Lab, as well as 
The Walla Walla Foundry and the historic Kirkham House museum. Hope, 
what about campus opportunities? 

Anna I speak Chinese. Any options to study art in Asia? 

WC: Lisa Uddin Anna, I love German Expressionism! The history and the work is so 
intense. 

WC: Lisa Uddin Yes, Anna. Prof. Gulbransen, our Asianist, has been developing a study 
abroad program for Asian art. We are looking forward to that in the 
future. 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Anna, I've been lucky enough to work at the Sheehan Gallery here on 
campus for the past couple years, which has been really amazing. I've 
also been able to do internships in my hometown over the summers at 
galleries and museums! 

WC: Lisa Uddin We also have other off campus study programs that are currently in 
place in China, I believe. 

Clare What are the typical class sizes for an Art History class? 

WC: Lisa Uddin Clare, our lower level classes are around 18-25 students. Some of our 
seminars can be much more intimate, at around 8 or so. Are you used to 
big or small classrooms? Or a combination? 

Clare Nice! That sounds like a good size. I am used to class sizes of about 35 
people, but sometimes smaller for AP courses. 

WC: Lisa Uddin Ah, yes. What's great about our smaller classes is that we really get to 
know each other and create a community in the course. Also, it's super 
for field trips. And we do lots of those. 

Anna About how many Art History classes would a first year student usually 
take? 

Anna What is the format of Art History assignments? Mostly written papers? 

WC: Lisa Uddin Introduction to Art History and Visual Culture Studies is a staple class. 
Most first years (and some second years) take it as it's offered in multiple 



         
     

              
           

          
    

             
    

  
 

         
          

          
  

  

            
         

         
      

       

           

    

         

              
    

  

           
           
          

                 
         

          
      

          

         

            
            

             
    

                 
         

sections. Sometimes students will opt to take a second lower level 
course, but that of course cuts down 

WC: Lisa Uddin Anna, we have a mix of assignments in all of our classes. Short visual 
analysis papers are often assigned. But we also ask students to do 
presentations (group and solo), write curatorial texts, and both in-class 
and take home exams. 

Clare Here is more of a fun question: What are some of your favorite art pieces 
or artists to study? 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Clare, I'm currently working on a thesis about the Robert Altman film 
"Kansas City" from 1996, so that would probably rank up there for me. 
Generally, though, I find film, photography, and architecture to all be 
super interesting! 

Clare Awesome! 

WC: Lisa Uddin Clare, often my favorite is also what I am currently working on. Right 
now, I am thinking and writing about a new sculpture that Whitman has 
acquired by the artist Wangechi Mutu. It's a gorgeous patinated and 
polished bronze piece called "Underground Hornship”. 

WC: Lisa Uddin I'm curious about yours too Clare! 

Clare That's great! I heard there are a lot of sculptures on Whitman's campus. 

WC: Lisa Uddin It's true. 

Anna Where is the Wangechi Mutu piece located at Whitman? 

WC: Lisa Uddin Anna, we haven't installed it yet! It will be on display in the foyer of 
Penrose Library. 24/7 accesss! 

Anna Wonderful! 

WC: Lisa Uddin Mutu was doing fabrication work at the Walla Walla Foundry last year for 
her large Metropolitan Museum commission, so this was a way to mark 
her presence here in Walla Walla. She helped us pick it out! 

WC: Lisa Uddin A little more info on the Foundry if you were not aware: it is one of the 
largest art fabrication facilities in the world for large scale contemporary 
art works. It was founded by a Whitman alum and now serves major 
contemporary artists all over the world! 

WC: Lisa Uddin A few Whitman students have assisted projects there. 

Anna Does the Foundry provide internships for Whitman students? 

WC: Lisa Uddin There is nothing formalized currently, but we are working on integrating 
them into our curriculum in a more deliberate way in the near future. 
Relatedly, the Foundry has donated work to the College in the past, and 
helped facilitate temporary exhibitions. 

WC: Jack Buettner Hey folks, we’ll be wrapping up in the next few minutes. If you have any 
final questions or comments, please send those in now! 



        

              
            

             
      

            
             

        
       

        

             
   

              
          

 
       

  
 

              
    

                 
 

 

Anna That's great that a connection is being built with the Foundry. 

WC: Lisa Uddin Yes, they are major part of the local art scene, as are other organizations 
like the new Combine Art Collective in the city center. There are also 
active plans to build a co-op arts center in the city too, though I'm not 
sure of the timeline on that! 

WC: Lisa Uddin Anna, I'll just add a couple more organizations to think about as well: 
Crow's Shadow Institute for the Arts in Pendleton is an amazing group of 
print makers that we work with too. And the Tamastslikt Cultural 
Institute does amazing cultural work as well! 

Anna Thank you! I will look into those organizations. 

WC: Lisa Uddin Fabulous. I'm happy to answer more questions over email when they 
arise. Take care! 

WC: Jack Buettner Thanks all for your engagement today, and please join me in thanking 
our wonderful experts from the Art History and Visual Culture Studies 
Department! 

Clare Thank you for answering our questions! 

WC: Hope 
Giddings '20 

Of course! It was great to talk to you all. I wish you the best of luck in 
your college selection process. 

WC: Lisa Uddin Yes, good to talk with you and send more questions as they come up! Be 
well. 


