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Deep Dive: Religion LIVE CHAT April 16, 2020 [UNEDITED TRANSCRIPT; 
VIRTUAL ADMITTED STUDENTS WEEK] 

WC: kris surovjak 

Hello, all! My name is kris (they/them, she/her) and I am an admission 
officer here at Whitman. If you're here for the Religion Deep Dive, you're in 
the right place. Looking forward to hearing the questions you have about 
our Religion major. 

WC: kris surovjak 

In a few moments we're going to be joined by Professors of Religion 
Lauren Osborne and Xiaobo Yuan and Religion majors Lorin DeMuth, Alison 
Luck, and Sam Geschickter, who are eager to answer your questions. 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

Hello! I'm Lauren Osborne, I'm a professor in Religion and I've been at 
Whitman for 6 years now. I teach courses on Islam, but also comparative 
courses in the areas of scriptures as literature, religion and media, as well 
as sensory experience and emotion. 

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 

Hi everyone, my name is Sam Geschickter and I am a senior from 
Brookline, MA. I am a religion major and psychology minor. I played 
basketball for three years and have also been involved with the Whitman 
Investment Company and Friends of Children of Walla Walla. 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan 

Hi, I'm Xiaobo Yuan (she/her), and I'm currently a professor in both the 
Religion and Anthropology departments at Whitman. I do research on 
contemporary Christian communities in China, and I'm interested in state-
religion interactions. 

WC: kris surovjak 
So, we've got a small but eager group of admitted students here... Would 
you, Nana, Holly, and Sierra be willing to introduce yourselves? 

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 

Hi! My name is Lorin and I am a senior religion major and race and ethnic 
studies minor. I am also on the women's varsity tennis team, part of the 
Whitman backcountry ski club, work for the Off-campus studies 
department, and as a lifeguard! 

WC: Alison Luck '22 

Hi y'all! My name is Alison (she/her) and I'm a sophomore religion and 
sociology double major from Davis, CA. At Whitman I am involved in 
community engagement, I work as an intern in the Student Engagement 
Center planning one of Whitman's preorientation events. 

Sierra 

Hi my name is Sierra (she/her), I'm from San Francisco. I am not personally 
religious, but I've enjoyed studying comparative religion at my high school, 
and I'm considering a religion minor. 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan Hi Sierra! Welcome! 
WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne Hello Holly! 
WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne Nice to meet you all! 
WC: kris surovjak What types of religion courses are taught at Whitman? 



                   

  
             

          

   
 

           
             

        
     

       

   
 

          
            

          
 

   
        

    
           
       

    
             

     

 
         

 
     

 
          

 

   
 

          
             

   

  

         
          

      

   
          

 
               
             

    

         
           

             
  

    
           

      

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 The swim team is amazing! A bunch of my friends are on it and love it! 

WC: kris surovjak 
Thanks for sharing, Holly and Sierra. Do you have any specific questions or 
broad areas you'd like our faculty or students to address? 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

So, we offer lots of different kinds of religion classes here at Whitman! 
We'll tell you about them in chunks, probably. All of our intro level classes 
are comparative, which means they involve different religious traditions, 
but they all focus on a different religion. 

Sierra Those sound like really cool classes! 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

At the 200 level, we offer courses that are overviews of different religious 
traditions. So I teach one on Islam, Prof Yuan teaches a course on Global 
Christianity. Our colleague Prof Walters offers courses on Buddhism and 
Hinduism. 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne Thanks, Sierra, I'm glad you think so! 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan 
Yup -- some of our classes focus on a particular religious tradition, and 
others involve broader themes and different religious/cultural contexts. 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan 
In all of our classes we try to reflect the diversity of religious experiences 
and cultures around the world. 

Sierra 
What professions do people who study religion at Whitman generally go 
into? 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan Great question! 

Sierra 
What kinds of study abroad options are there for religious studies 
students? 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

Great question, Sierra! Our grads do so many different things, it's great to 
see. A fair number go to law school. I think non-profit work is probably the 
second most popular area. 

WC: Alison Luck '22 

I honestly have no idea what I want to do professionally! I'm still a couple 
years from graduation, but I have been thinking about going to grad school 
for religion or sociology or both. 

WC: kris surovjak 
Awesome questions, Sierra... the panel is feverishly typing away... answers 
forthcoming! 

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 I have seen a fair number of kids go to law school after. 
WC: kris surovjak Students, how does a religion major prepare you for law school? 

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 

Hi Sierra, I work for the OCS department (off campus studies)‚Äîand I went 
abroad to Indonesia! There are a bunch of great options. I would be happy 
to send you the link to the OCS list of programs on their website. 

Sierra Great thanks! 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan 
I'll make another plug-- I will be running a study abroad program in China 
that focuses on religious life in Southwest China. 



    

          
             

      

  
 

              
              

          
  

 

           
           

           
         

    
            

         

    
               

   
     

    

          
        

 
               

   
           

 

    

            
          

          
      

         

    

        
         

     

    
       
 

   
 

           
           

          
           

   
 

           
           

          
    

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 

The religion major challenges you to use and understand very different 
types of thinking--so I think its a good way of having to be open minded 
and distill information and write about it well. 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

About careers: This year we have one senior going on to work for Teach for 
America, one going to grad school for ministry, Lorin is planning to go into 
outdoor education and wilderness therapy, and I'll let Sam explain his 
plans. :) 

WC: Alison Luck '22 

I think that one of the nice things about a liberal arts education is that you 
get prepared for life after Whitman in all of your classes, not necessarily 
limited to your major classes! I do think that the religion major helps 
students learn how to think critically and write well. 

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 
This has translated fairly well to finance/investing for me because of the 
challenge with quickly finding new info and distilling it. 

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 
Sierra, here is the OCS link. If you look under search all programs you can 
see a full list 

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 https://www.whitman.edu/off-campus-studies 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan 

BTW, the summer program in China is part of the Crossroads Program at 
Whitman, which offers lots of faculty-led short-term programs in 
spring/summer. 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan Ooh, we got some thesis writers in the house who can answer that! 

WC: kris surovjak 
lol, students are joking about copying and pasting their theses into the 
chat. 

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 

Holly, we get to work on a project all year long that is supported by the 
religion faculty. I based mine on a paper I researched while abroad! We 
just turned it in so cross your fingers for me : ) 

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 and Sam 
Sierra Are most religious studies students focused on a particular religion? 

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 

I wrote about religion/finance and got advice from Professor Yuan on 
Christianity and Capitalism and Professor Osborne and another professor 
for theories of religion etc. 

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 
Not really, I am most interested in Christianity but we get a bit of 
everything. 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

Holly, Some of our other seniors this year wrote about a children's book 
about a Japanese zen monk, depictions of the devil in American films, and 
funeral practices of Hmong Americans, to name a few other topics! 

Sierra Lorin, could you talk a little bit more about your trip to Indonesia? 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

Sierra, some do focus in a particular tradition more so than others, but 
they all have to take courses that cover different traditions. The major can 
be pretty self-guided depending on the student's interests, which I really 
enjoy seeing and advising! 



    

            
         

      
  

   
          

 
         

    
          

    

    
          

    

   
 

           
           

        

    

          
        

            
    

   
           

         
   

         

  

            
          
          
            
    

   
 

             
           
          

 
              

 

             
           

    

   
 

            
            

             

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 

Hi Sierra, yes! My thesis is on US disaster response policies and self-
preservation In America. While I was abroad I researched the relationship 
between Balinese Hinduism and natural disasters. 

Sierra Wow! 

WC: kris surovjak 
Faculty, what are the things you like best about working in the religion 
department? 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan Thanks for the question, Kris! 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan 
I really like how interdisciplinary we are -- meaning we have different 
approaches and research interests. 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan 
Some faculty work on texts and archives, others do ethnographic 
fieldwork, historical research, etc. 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

Ohh great question, Kris! My lovely colleagues! :) But also, I do love the 
opportunity to talk across all of our interests--both faculty and students. 
We all learn so much from one another. 

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 

Sierra, I was in Indonesia for four months and lived with three different 
homestay families. It was a field-based program and I got to learn 
Indonesian while I was there. We were mostly in Bali, but also traveled to 
Java and other neighboring Islands. 

WC: kris surovjak 
Alison, given that you're class of '22, could you tell me a little bit about 
how you decided to choose religion as your major? 

Sierra That sounds awesome! 
WC: kris surovjak Shout out to Sierra! We feel your positivity! 

WC: Alison Luck '22 

Of course, Kris! I actually came in to Whitman pretty sure that I wanted to 
double major in some combination of sociology, religion, and/or politics. I 
started taking religion classes in my first semester, and my pre-major 
advisor was in the religion department, and I ended up loving my religion 
classes. The rest is history! 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

Kris, I'll share too if it's OK! I chose Religion kind of accidentally, honestly. I 
knew I liked the humanities, and came to religion as a total outsider. I just 
knew nothing and was curious about what it was, and got kind of randomly 
hooked. 

WC: kris surovjak What are some of the texts that you've worked with in your classes? 

Sierra 

Is most of the work done in religion classes at Whitman done in groups, is 
it discussion based, or more lecture style? and How many students are 
there in a religion class? 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

Great question, Kris! My End Times class is reading the novel The Leftovers 
right now! They also read Revelation and Daniel from the Bible earlier in 
the semester, as well as a short story by Ted Chiang, to name a few things. 



  

            
            

         
       

    
           

   

   
 

            
              

     

 
          

        
          

   
 

          
            

         

    
             

    

  

          
          

            
   

    
          

         

    

            
           

            
     

         

  

          
             

         
      

 

    
          

    

 

           
               

 
         

   
       

WC: Alison Luck '22 

I've read so many texts I can't remember many of them! The books I'm 
reading this semester, which I have right in front of me, are ‚ Fear and 
Trembling, by Soren Kierkegaard, Prophesy Deliverance by Cornel West, 
and The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin. 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan 
Sierra, most of our classes are very discussion-based. Class sizes tend to 
range between 10-30, depending on level. 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

Sierra, I'd say our classes are mostly pretty small! They're usually between 
10 and 25 students, depending on the topic and the level. Intro and upper 
level classes are max 15. 

Sierra 
That sounds great! Is there anything else I should know about the religious 
studies program at Whitman and the college in general? 

Sierra For students, what have some of your favorite classes been? 

WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne 

Sierra, I think what I like best about Religion is that we tend to do a little 
bit of everything, it connects us to all different parts of the college. So 
we're a small department, but kind of get our hands in everything. 

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 
As far as the college in general, I think taking as many different classes as 
you can is a great idea. 

WC: Alison Luck '22 

Sierra, I've had a lot of really awesome classes! Some favorites include a 
class called Ethics of Apologies, which required a lot of explaining when I 
told people it was a religion class, as well as a Christian Ethics class I'm 
taking this semester. 

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 
There's a lot of great professors and asking other students which prof is 
their favorite and taking those classes has been great. 

WC: Lorin DeMuth '20 

One of my favorite parts of being in Walla Walla has been engaging with 
the community! I have worked at the high school, one of the elementary 
schools, and a local preschool and it is a really nice way to engage with 
people outside of Whitman. 

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 Yeah, a lot of community service oppourtunities. 

WC: Alison Luck '22 

Community is something I really value at Whitman. It was a big factor in 
my decision to go here! I've been able to get really involved in the 
community through the Student Engagement Center, which is an office on 
campus that helps connect students to the greater Walla Walla 
community. 

WC: Sam Geschickter '20 
Also most upperclassmen live off campus which is a fun dynamic/ good 
transition from the dorms. 

Sierra 

This has been a super insightful chat! Those are all the questions that I 
have for now! Thank you all for taking the time out of your days to share 
your experiences. 

WC: Alison Luck '22 Thank you for your awesome questions, Sierra! 
WC: Prof. Lauren 
Osborne Thanks Sierra, really nice to meet you! 



        
         

     

   
              

     
 

WC: Prof. Xiaobo Yuan Thanks so much, Sierra! 
WC: kris surovjak Sure thing, Sierra! You asked great questions! 
Sierra Nice to meet all too! 

WC: kris surovjak 
So, things seem to be winding down. We will close up the chat in a bit if 
there are no further questions. 


