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Welcome to the first geology newsletter in a while! We hope to provide you 
with more updates in the future. We’ve been hard at work on teaching, 
research and improving the geology department. Field trips are abundant 
as always! The faces around the department have changed quite a bit, so 
read on for introductions, as well as updates from the long time faculty.  
 
Remember you’re always welcome to stop by if you should find yourself in 
Walla Walla. Otherwise, we hope to see you at our annual Geological 
Society of America reunion gathering at the next GSA meeting in Seattle 
Washington, October 22-25. Exact date and location of the reunion will be 
announced soon. Looking forward to catching up!   
 
While you’re here, be sure to have a look at Bob Carson’s recent project, 
the History of the Whitman College Geology department:  
https://www.whitman.edu/academics/departments-and-programs/geology/geology-department-history  
 

Stay in touch alumni!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
The Whitman Geology 
Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring Devil’s Punch Bowl, Oregon Coast, Spring 2016 Regional Geology  
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Faculty/Staff Updates 
 
Nick Bader:  
 
It has been a long time since the last Geo 
department newsletter.  At the time of the 2006 
issue, I had just been hired to join the Whitman 
geology department as a one-semester sabbatical 
replacement.  Fast forward to 2016, and I am 
delighted to say I am still here!  (As another 
indicator of how long it has been, my two daughters 
were born here in Walla Walla and my oldest just 
turned nine.)  I became tenure-track in Fall of 2011, 
and I applied for tenure this year.  I continue to 
enjoy working with Whitman students in and out of 
the classroom.  I have become interested in 
paleosols (ancient soils) since I arrived in the inland 
Northwest, and since 2015 my students and I 
published two of my recent paleosol-related 
projects.  Currently, my students and I are studying 
the Palouse loess-paleosol sequences. 
  
 
 
Bob Carson: 
  
In May 2015 I semi-
retired after 40 
wonderful years of 
teaching at Whitman. 
As you know, the 
geology program has 
grown from one prof 
to a whole bunch of 
outstanding teachers 
featured in this 
newsletter. I say 
semi-retired because 
I am still doing 
research with 
students, going to 
professional 
meetings, teaching a few classes, and leading many field trips. This year Clare and I 
took alums, parents, and friends to Patagonia, the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, 



 

 

Utah’s Cataract Canyon, and Steens Mountain, Oregon. In 2017 we will lead trips to the 
Oregon coast, the Wallowa Mountains, Yellowstone National Park, and Utah’s 
Desolation Canyon. For 2018, Australia and New Zealand and anywhere else folks want 
to explore. I am collecting more rocks that ever, including two boulders from the 
Adirondack Mountains with the Earth’s largest garnets. Come see them on display in 
Whitman’s Hall of Science. When I am in town, I hang out in the map room and would 
love to talk with you. 
 
 
Bryn Kimball:  
 
I am a visiting assistant professor in my third year at Whitman College. At Whitman I 
have taught mineralogy, introduction to environmental studies, environmental geology, 
geochemistry, and regional geology.  Whitman College has been a wonderful place to 
cut my teeth as a professor.  The students are reliably sharp, inquisitive, and thoughtful, 
which makes it a pleasure to be a teacher here.  
 

Some of the highlights from 
teaching at Whitman thus far 
have been: (1) focusing on 
helping students become 
scientific readers-writers in 
mineralogy and 
geochemistry; (2) getting out 
of my content comfort zone 
in environmental studies; 
and (3) teaching and 
learning with students in the 
field.  Regional geology trips 
continue to be one of the 
most fun and rewarding 
parts of this job.  

 
 
At Whitman I have had the pleasure to work with students on two different research 
projects.  During the summer of 2015 I led a Keck project with four students.  Our main 
goal was to understand the stability of trace metals incorporated into secondary iron 
precipitates that tend to form in mining environments.  We collected stream water and 
precipitate samples from Blackbird Creek, downstream from the closed Blackbird Mine 
near what was once the town of Cobalt, Idaho.  We also conducted leach experiments 
with pure and cobalt-substituted forms of the minerals goethite, jarosite, and 
schwertmannite.  Results from this work will complement some of my postdoc work at 
the USGS, which is currently in preparation for publication. 
 



 

 

My second research project at Whitman has involved working with Dr. Kevin Pogue and 
students Adrian Morton (’17), Alex Ihle (’17), and Silas Morgan (’18).  In the summer of 
2016 we collected soil profile and pore water samples from local vineyards, and we are 
currently conducting leach test on these soils in an effort to understand the connection 
between parent mineralogy and soil nutrient bioavailability.  Adrian and Alex presented 
their results at the Murdock Conference for undergraduate research in early November.  
 
Other highlights from the past year include working with professors in other departments 
and divisions on a teaching module about renewable energy.  This module will be used 
by professors teaching the introduction to environmental studies course.  I have learned 
a lot from my colleagues during this process.  I also had the honor of being invited to 
speak at the 2016 Goldschmidt Conference in Yokohama, Japan.  I enjoyed my visit to 
Japan thoroughly! 
 
Angela Cota McGuire:  
 
I have worked as the first full-time permanent 
Geology Technician since the fall of 2012. I 
finally made a newsletter! But sadly, my first 
newsletter will also be my last. I am moving 
on to another opportunity with an 
environmental consulting firm in Richland, 
WA at the end of this fall semester. While it’s 
so hard to leave these amazing students, 
faculty and other staff, I have become very 
interested in environmental remediation and 
monitoring. I’m excited to pursue this new 
path, but I’ll miss this wonderful little community, especially the geology department. 
Thank you alumni for letting me be a part of this place for the last 4 years! I hope we 
can keep in touch! 
 

 
Kirsten Nicolaysen: 
 
Kirsten is on sabbatical in Ecuador this semester.  
 
She’ll have plenty of updates next time!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Lyman Persico: 
 
Howdy! This is my second year here 
at Whitman and I am excited and 
honored to be teaching in the Geology 
and Environmental Studies programs. 
I am a geomorphologist with broad 
interests in the interactions between 
people, climate, and surficial 
processes. My wife (Angie), son 
(Paul), dog (Pippin) and I moved to 
Walla Walla in the summer of 2015. It 
has been a delightful 1.5 years 
familiarizing myself with the landforms 
and environmental issues of the 

region. And it has been an absolute pleasure getting to know my new colleagues 
and work with Whitman students. These are truly the best students I have worked 
with in my career. I am teaching Environmental Geology, Geomorphology, 
Introduction to Environmental Studies, and Water in the West. I have several irons in 
the research fire these days. Last summer, I had the opportunity to join Kirsten in the 
Islands of Four Mountains (midway across the Aleutian arc) for research. My work is 
focused on the Holocene glacial history of the islands and links between surficial 
processes and human occupation.  I am also studying bedrock streams in western, 
PA. The north-flowing streams that drain into Lake Erie provide a great laboratory to 
study how streams incise into bedrock. Another project that I am excited about is in 
the eastern Mojave Desert. I have teamed up with soil scientist and ecologist to 
study how ecogeomorphic processes drive landscape evolution. Whitman students 
have been an essential component in all the field work of these projects. A relatively 
new and entertaining field method we are incorporating into research are unmanned 
aerial vehicles (drones). We can turn the 2D images into 3D models of the 
landscape using structure from motion (SFM). Check out a model we made of the 
Twin Sisters: https://goo.gl/IaHo4C 
 
Kevin Pogue:  
 
This summer the International Congress on Terroir was held in North America for the 
first time, in McMinnville, Oregon. I was invited to give the keynote lecture on the 
geologic underpinnings of viticulture in the Pacific Northwest:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ww0JpIgnEfY. After the congress I led a two-day 
field trip for 27 participants from 11 countries to the grape-growing areas of the 
Columbia Basin. I'm on sabbatical this year and am working hard on several projects 
related to terroir, including a book and a proposal to the federal government for a new 
American Viticultural Area. Last year I upgraded my Terroir course to a regular offering 



 

 

and it was a great success, at least from my 
point of view. Later on this year I'll be speaking 
at events for the Washington Association of 
Grape Growers and the Washington Wine 
Commission and I'll be leading a terroir-
themed pre-meeting field trip for the Annual 
GSA meeting in Seattle. 
 
Jacob Selander:   
 
Greetings! I'm delighted to join the Geology 
Department this year as a Visiting Assistant 
Professor. I originally grew up in the Portland, 
OR, area and did undergraduate work at the 
University of Oregon before leaving the 
Northwest for graduate school and other 
positions, and it feels great to be back in the 
neighborhood. I am primarily a structural 
geologist and geomorphologist, interested in 
active deformation and the resulting landscape 
response. Most of my research to date has 
been in the Mojave Desert of California and 
the central Asian republic of Kyrgyzstan, but 
I'm finding plenty of smaller projects locally 
that I am excited to have undergraduate 
students work on. 
 
But taking priority over research is teaching, 
and the students here have been a wonderful 
group to work with. I'm filling Dr. Pogue's 
teaching load this year while he is on 
sabbatical, and probably having too much fun 
developing an "Earthquakes in the Americas" 
class for first- and second-year students. 
Certainly no shortage of material... 
It's been a great fall semester so far, and I'm 
looking forward to more! 

 
Pat Spencer: 
 
Greetings geology alums! I am happy to say 
that I am reporting to you from my old office 
(or more accurately, half of my old office. When I went to Memorial the doorway 
between the two spaces was sealed and the spaces were given to biology profs). I am 



 

 

back and at least was able to reclaim half of it. The two years I spent as Provost and 
Dean of the Faculty was interesting and I learned a great deal about how this place 
works in the broadest possible sense. It was interesting and a new challenge every day. 
Most importantly I have formed lasting friendships with the people I worked beside, 
many of whom I have known since my arrival here in 1984, but never really knew them. 
Having done the administrative thing, I am now convinced more than ever that the 
classroom is where I belong for what time is left to me. 
This semester I am teaching Geologic History of the Pacific Northwest (to 42 
enthusiastic students!) and Pages of Stone, in addition to leading the Fall Regional trip 
to the John Day Valley. Sometimes when I do things like that, I have to stop and remind 
myself that it is actually part of this delightful job! 
Nick Bader and I collaborated on a paper that was recently accepted for publication, 
dealing with a site north of here that in one place, exposes interesting sedimentology, 
multiple (a dozen or so) ancient soils, half a dozen tephra horizons, and a basket full of 

vertebrate fossils. For a person 
like me whose career has been 
spent studying soft rocks and 
the fossils in them, it is as 
close to a perfect outcrop as I 
am likely to see. 
Life is good. Kathy is currently 
at work on her 17th book, an 
account of the struggles our 
son faced and conquered, from 
a mother’s point of view. 
Difficult times and difficult 
material to relive, but a happy 
ending to it all. I still love 

fishing and in the Fall, taking Murphy the Wonder Dog out to walk in the wheat fields 
chasing pheasant and quail. She is stone deaf and I can’t shoot straight, but we don’t let 
that stop us from enjoying the sunrise on a quiet Saturday morning. I recently acquired 
a new hobby; a 1978 MGB. It is a British 2 seat roadster that I am slowly restoring. Last 
Spring, I completed installation of a leather interior. This winter it will get a new 
dashboard and some electrical work (times like this make me wish I had paid more 
attention in Physics!). I hope you are all well and that you all can visit sometime! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goofy faces at the Painted Hills, Fall 2016 Regional Geology to John Day  


