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Each year the Eells Northwest Collection and Northwest
Archives have been blessed with gifts from a wide
variety of contributors. Each contribution, however
large or small, has added strength to our growing
collection of Northwest Americana. Financial aid,
books, periodicals, pamphlets, maps, and photo-
graphs are examples of the support we receive. As
our friends help us develop these various areas, the
research capabilities of the collection grow stronger.
This common interest joins us together in building a
valuable research facility.

The Northwest Collection is divided into three major
areas: First is the Northwest Library. Here we are
attempting to develop a good cross section of
materials written by Pacific Northwest subjects
(history, botany, geology, archaeology, economics,
etc.). Our growth depends upon donations, budget
allotments, and a small endownment fund. The second
area is the Whitman College files. We are the

1981 Donors

Following is a list of people who have supported the
Eells Northwest Collection and Northwest Archives during
1981:

depository for Whitman College and student publications,
business records, photographs, Faculty and Alumni files,
etc. The third area consists of the Northwest Archives.
This is a much more specialized collection, and one
that cannot be replaced. Photographs, family papers,
business records, letters, newspapers, and maps are
examples of materials we receive and preserve for
research purposes. This collection is growing and
becoming recognized as a valuable research faci~ity.

To me, the most rewarding aspect of this collection
is that it has been and is being strengthened
through the support of alumni and friends. This is
certainly an accomplishment in which we can all take
pride.

Lawrence L. Dodd
Curator of Manuscripts

& Special Collections

Abd ill, George
Anderson, Mrs. Fay
Armin, Dayton C.
Armin, Sadie Collins
Beaver, Mrs. Millicent K.
Bennett, Fred E.
Bennett, Robert A.
Beirsner, John E.
Blacklaw, Mrs. R. M.
Blalock, Mrs. Pheobe
Breen, Doug
Brode, Mrs. J. Stanley
Butkus, Jeanne Bergevin
Cavalli, Gayle
Church, Mrs. Elizabeth
Church, Robert D.
Davin, Virgil
DeBunce, Boyd
Dunphy, Winifred
Edwards, Bert
Edwards, G. Thomas

ELliott, Mrs. James W.
Ferguson, Baker
Fluno, Robert Y.
Gaff in, Larry
Goodrich, Sylvia
Graham, Margaret Bell
Grubbe, Mr. & Mrs. Ora V.
Grubbe, Mr. & Mrs. Roy
Gulick, Mr. & Mrs. Bill
Harris, Bill
Herring, David
Holland, Mrs. Bob (Marleen)
Irwin, Mrs. A. H.
Jones, Mr. &Mrs. Dwelley
Jones, Marianna
Kimball, Mrs. Ruth
Larson, Lester B.
Lee, Marshall M.
Locati, Joe
Lorenz, Carmen
McCaffrey, Mr. & Mrs. Frank

McGue, Roy C.
McVay, Al
Mahan, Lloyd
Maxey, Chester C.
Mayberry, Genevieve
Merriam, Willis B.
Miles, Margarie Ellis
Milne, Mr. & Mrs. H. B.
Mitchell, Frank G.
Mount, Joseph
Munnick, Adrian Robert
Nelson, Lucille J.
Orchard, Vance
Perier, Dick
Platz, Mr. & Mrs. Harry
Prentice, Elaine M.
Reed, Peter
Reynolds, Ruth S.
Ripley, C. R.
Ritz, Richard R.
Robinson, Mrs. Lee

Roff, Mrs. Donald C.
Sherwood, Donald
Smith, B. Loyal
Stevens, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph
Stone, Mr. & Mrs. Frank P.
Taylor, Mrs. Yvonne
Thompson, Erwin N.
Thompson, Ken
Van Arsdol, Ted
Virgin, Robert G.
Walla Walla County Extension

Office
Walla Halla Symphony Society
Walla Walla Valley Genealogical

Society
Wiltz, Nancy C.
Winn, Doug
Wilson, Francis (Zion Evangelical

Lutheran Church)
Woodbridge, Ross

Materials received include:

Archival support; Assistance in locating materials
& photographs; Books (Dogwood Press, local & Northwest);
Business ledgers & journals; Catalogues; Chinese materials;
Civil War letter; Correspondence; D.S. Baker Diaries &
Cash Books; Films (8 & 16 MM); Historical materials on
the Nez Perces Indians, Whitman Mission & the Spaldings;
Lithograph of Walla Walla; Manuscripts; Maps; Materials
on Trails West, the Bicentennial, Sumroerfest, Inc.,
American Red Cross; Guest register, L. F. Anderson home;
Monetary donations; Newspapers and clippings; Original
drawings - Great Seal of Oregon & Idaho; Original Walla
Walla and Columbia River Railroad Company documents;
pamphlets; Papers of Chester C. Maxey; Periodicals;
Photographs, negatives & prints; Postcards; Scrapbooks;
Supplements for Gene~logical Archives; Walla Walla High
School Diploma; War Posters; Whitman College materials.

It is always difficult for me to judge the importance
of one gift over another. I consider all gifts
important, because each has a significient impact upon
the total collection. This year we did receive an
indefinite loan which deserves special recognition.
This fall we received from Mr. Bob (Marleen) Holland,

of Bellingham, Wa., the original journal of Narcissa
Prentiss Whitman and several pages of trail notes.
Narcissa Whitman wrote a series of trail notes as
she traveled west from the Fur Traders Rendezvous to
Fort Vancouver. The notes received are from August
29th (just prior to their arrival at Fort Walla Walla)
to October 16th, 1836 (at Vancouver).

While at Vancouver Mrs. Whitman began the journal,
using the trail notes. The last entry in the journal
is September 1st, 1836. From this incomplete journal
and the trail notes she wrote a diary to her parents
and one to her husband's parents. Today Whitman
College has the trail notes, the journal, and the
diary written to her parents. The diary written to
his family is at the Bancroft Library, University
of California, Berkeley.

These documents are part of a collection of research
materials compiled by Mrs. Ginerva Whitman Lut~ and
are now in the archives at Whitman College.



An account of a battle
While reading through one of the scrapbooks compiled
by Myron Eells, I found an interesting article about
the Walla Walla Battle (also known as the Frenchtown
Battle) fought in the Walla Walla Valley in December
of 1855, between the Oregon Mounted Volunteers and
the local Indians.

This article was published in the Tacoma Tribune,
October 28, 1892. Later I found a second article,
by the same author, published in the Walla Walla
Daily Union, December 7th and 8th, 1905. This
article contained some additional information, so
I have used both articles to compile the following
narrative. Information not in the G. W. Miller
articles has been placed in parenthesis.

The author, George Washington Miller, was born in
Crawfordsville, Ill., April 6, 1830. In 1851, with
his parents, he crossed the plains, settling in Linn
County, Oregon. October 1855 he joined Company II,
Linn County, 1st Regiment, Oregon Mounted Volunteers.
While in service he participated in the December
1855 Walla Walla Battle. In 1860 he moved to
Columbia County, Wa., settling on a homestead of
160 acres, located on the present site of Dayton.
He invested in land along the Snake River, about
18 miles north of Pomeroy, where he owned approximately
700 acres of land, 24 being devoted to a peach orchard
and 10 to strawberries.
Mr. Miller died October 25, 1914 at his home in Salem,
Oregon.

WALLA \!ALLA BATTLE

I, G. W. Miller, was born in Crawfordsville, I~d.,

on the 6th day of April, 1830. At the age of 6
years I moved with my parents to Mercer county, Ill
inois, where I lived at home until I was 21, and
learned the trade to plow and hoe corn.

On the 9th of April, 1851, being 20 years of age, I
started across the plains with my parents and landed
in Linn county, Oregon, twelve miles south of Albany,
on the 1st day of September, the same year, being
four months and twenty-three days on the road.

In the spring of 1852 I went to the Jacksonville
mines and worked that summer, getting home that fall
with just about as much as I started with. In the
fall of 1852 I located and settled on a donation
claim (Oregon Donation Claim #807, settled on claim
Sept. 5, 1852), two miles west of where Shedd's
station (10 miles south of Albany, Oregon) now stands,
and commenced improving and cultivating the same.
On the 8th day of October, 1855, I enlisted (as a
private) in a company of volunteers, organized at
Albany, who elected their officers as follQws: Davis
Layton, captain; A. Hanan, first lieutenant; John
Burrows, second lieutenant; W. G. Haley, orderly
sergeant. On the 13th of October we took up our
line of march, and were mustered into service in
Portland on the 17th day of October, 1855, as company
H, (Linn County, 1st Reg.) Oregon mounted volunteers,
second battalion, under command of Major Mark A.
Chinn (1823-1856). On our way from Portland to The
Dalles we marched by land to the Coumbia river, at
the mouth of Sandy. There we went aboard the hull
of an old steamer (?Gazelle), drawn by two tugs, to
be taken to the Lower Cascades, but, on account of
a dense fog and the inability of the tugs to make
much headway, we were landed on an island quite a
distance below the Cascades. The part of the river
on the Washington side was said to be fordable, but
some of the boys in attempting to ford the stream
got into swimming water and lost their guns and
equipments, but swam to the other shore and secured
a small boat to cross the balance of the command
and aid in swimming the horses.

From there we marched by land to The Dalles, pitching
our tent on Three Mile creek, where we lay awaiting
reinforcements.

On the 12th of November companies B (Wasco Co., 1st
Reg. OMV), H and I (Benton Co., 1st Reg. OMV), under
command of Major Chinn, took up their line of march
for Fort Walla Walla. Pushing forward they reached
Wells' Springs (14 miles south of Boardman, Ore.) on
the 17th. That night Johnny McBean (c. 1840-1896:
Son of William McBean, chief factor) came into camp
as a courier from Narcisse Raymond (c. l8l2-?: resident
of the Walla Walla Valley), with a report that Peu
Peu-Mox-Mox had sent a large force of his warriors
to watch the movements of the volunteers, and that
Fort Walla Walla (Fort Nez Perce - 1818-1855: fur
trading post on the Columbia River, near the mouth
of the Walla Walla River) was already in possession
of the Indians, about 1000 strong, and that all the
adjacent positions around the fort were in their
possession. This information determined Major Chinn
to abandon the attempt of reaching that place until
reinforcements could be obtained from The Dalles,
for which he sent a courier. Next day he pushed
forward to the Umatilla river and fortified, picket
ing in with large split timbers, a stockade 100 feet
square, and erected two bastions of round logs on
two of the angles, and from rails found there built
two corrals for the horses and cattle. This place
he named Fort Henrietta, in honor of Major Haller's
wife. On the 21st of November, from this point,
Major Chinn sent another courier to The Dalles ask-
ing for two more companies and artillery to assist
him in moving upon Fort Walla Walla.

On the 27th of November Captain Cornoyer (Narcisse
A. Cornoyer - 1820-1909), with Company K (Marion
County, 1st Reg, OMV), arrived at Fort Henrietta
to reinforce Major Chinn. On the 29th of November
Captains Wilson (Alfred V. Wilson - 1826-1859) and
Bennett (Charles Bennett - 1811-1855), with Compan
ies A (Multnomah County, 1st Reg., OMV) and F (Marion
County, 1st Reg., OMV), arrived at Fort Henrietta
(north side of Umatilla River, across from Echo,
Ore.) with Lieutenant-Colonel James K. Kelly (James
Kerr Kelly - 1819-1903), who took command of the
forces at the front. Colonel Kelly, soon after
arrival, learned that the Indians were in possession
of Fort Walla Walla and its immediate vicinity, with
all their available forces. He at once commenced
active operation, and on the evening of December 2d
his command moved out from Fort Henrietta, hoping to
surprise the enemy at daybreak next morning,-but
incidental delays of the night's march, caused by a
heavy rain until late next morning, prevented their
reaching Fort Walla Walla until late in the forenoon,
finding the fort pillaged, defaced, deserted and
everything of vaLue carried off. The forces remained
there to reconnoiter and forage until next morning,
when Colonel Kelly, with 200 men, without baggage or
rations, marched to the Touchet (river), thence up
the Touchet to the canyon, to find out, if possible,
the location of the Indians. Major Chinn, with the
balance of the forces, about 150 men and the baggage,
were ordered to the mouth of the Touchet river, there
to await orders from the main army.

Colonel Kelly, after reaching the foot of the canyon,
(about 12 miles from the mouth of the Touchet river)
sent scouts in advance to look out for prowling bands
of Indians. After reaching a point where the hills
on either side of a deep canyon shut out the surround
ing view the advance guard in approaching the summit
espied a party of six Indians in their immediate
front, advancing toward them. In an instant they were
covered by the guns of the guard and ordered to halt,
and one of thE party, carrying a flag of truce, proved
to be Pe~ Peu Mox Mox (Yellow Bird). A parley ensued,
but it was soon discovered that a large body of Indians
were coming from the direction from which the chief
had come. A signal was given and the advancing party
halted, everyone of whom dismounted and stood by his
horse.

Then the old chief asked if Nathan Olney (c. 1829-1866),
the Indian agent, was with them. Being told he was,
he expressed a desire to see him. A messenger was
sent back to report what had transpired at the front.
The volunteers were halted on the hillside in plain
view of the flag of truce, while Colonel Kelly and
Agent Olney, with John McBain (John McBean) inter
preter, went forward to meet the great Walla Walla
chief. When they met, Peu Peu Mox Mox, in an insolent
manner, demanded why an armed force had come to invade
his country.

Colonel Kelly, answering, said he had come to chastise
him and his people for wrongs they had committed. The
chief talked about peace negotiations, saying he had
committed no wrongs, and that he desired to live in
peace with the whites. But Colonel Kelly told him of
the pillaging and destroying Fort Walla Walla, the
sei~ing of governmept property there, the carrying
away of the Hudson Bay Company's goods, the burning
of the storehouse of Brooks, Noble & Bunford (Lloyd
Brooke - 1819-1893; John F. Noble - ? - 1899; George
C. Bomford - 1807 - 1859: cattle ranchers in the
Walla Walla Valley), and appropriating the goods to
their own use.

When confronted with these criminal acts he denied
having done any of these things, but finally admitted
they were the acts of his young men whom he could
not restrain. When informEd that Howlis Wampum, a



Cayuse chief, had testified to seeing him distrubute
the goods to his people with his own hands, and lay
out a great pile of blankets, as an inducement for
the Cayuses to join with him in war against the whites,
he made no reply, but finally offered to make his
people restore the goods as far as they were able,
and make payment for the balance.

Colonel Kelly explained to him that this would not be
sufficient remuneration, but that his men must come
in and give up their arms and ammunition. To this the
old chief gave his assent, promising to come in the
next day and deliver up their arms and ammunition.

But Colonel Kelly believed from his deportment, that
he only desired time in which to make ready for battle,
therefore he instructed his interpreter to explain to
him distinctly that he could take his flag of truce,
and go back to his village and get ready for battle,
but by so doing an attack would be made on his village
immediately, while, on the other hand, if he and his
associates chose to remain with the army until the
terms of his proposed treaty were fulfilled, his people
would not be molested.

Thus hard pressed the haughty old chief consented to
remain as a hostage for the fulfillment of his words,
assuring Colonel Kelly that none o£ his people would
remove from their camp during the night, and that he
would have his people cook plenty of food for the
soldiers to eat next morning.

Colonel Kelly, after marching his force a short dist
ance with Peu Peu Mox Mox, saw he was being led into
the canyon. Calling a halt, and holding a short
consultation with his officers, he moved back a short
distance and camped for the night, without wood, with
out water and without food, for the reason that he
thought it necessary to be cautious when all the
surrounding circumstances went to show there was a
probability of his having all his available forces
stationed at different positions in the canyon to cut
off retreat.

That evening the old chief asked permission to send
one of his men that was taken prisoner with him, to
his village to apprise his people of the terms of the
proposed treaty, and instruct them to fulfill it.
Colonel Kelly granted the request, little thinking he
would ever come back, and sure enough he did not. The
young Nez Perce that was taken prisoner with him under
stood their language pretty well, and afterwards re
lated that when that wily old serpent instructed his
messenger he told him to tell his women to pack up in
haste and go to the mountains.

That night the elements spread their fleecy mantle of
white over the thin blankets of the volunteers. Dur
ing the night the Indians kept shouting messages from
the hill tops to the prisoners in camp in a language
but little used at that time, and not understood by
the interpreter. Next morning another Indian was
captured which took the place of the messenger who
failed to return the evening before, and the son of
Peu Peu Mox Mox was permitted to come into camp and
talk with his father. When the two met, the old chief
said he wanted his people to come in and make a
treaty of peace, but his son said they were wait-
ing for Five Crows to come back before deciding what
to do. This proves another fact related by the
young Nez Perce prisoner in his narrative to Colonel
Kelly after the battle, when he said Peu Peu Mox Mox
had sent all his available force of warriors, under
command of Five Crows, 60 miles distant to accomplish
a feat of prowess over Major Chinn's command at Fort
Henrietta. No doubt but the most absorbing thoughts
of his mind were that Five Crows would obliterate the
little band of volunteers and the soil of Umatilla
drink up their blood as it would a shower of rain.

When the volunteers were ready to start to the Indian
camp, his whole purpose was delay, he knew that every
moment he could delay Colonel Kelly's movements,
brought Five Crows that much nearer his relief. He
was anxious to delay, saying his people needed time
to prepare and cook food for so many soldiers, and he
wanted it ready for them to eat, on their arrival at
his village. Thus he delayed our movements until
nearly noon, when the volunteers made a forward march
toward the Indian camp, with a vague hope of having
a sumptous feast on their arrival there; but note
their constrnation at finding the camp deserted, and
only a few Indians to be seen on the surrounding hills,
to watch the movements of the volunteers.

This was an exact violation of the treaty of peace,
concluded between him and Colonel Kelly on the preced
ing day, and you will note that every act of his from
the time he signed the treaty with Isaac I. Stevens,
governor of the Territory of Washington, until the day
he fell by the hands of his vigilant guard, showed

treachery on his part, and had he been dealt with
according to the laws of nations his life would have
paid the forfeit.

The command being overcome with hunger, and knowing
they could not get a bite to eat until they reached
Major Chinn's camp at the mouth of the Touchet River,
were soon on the march to that place (approx. 15 miles),
arriving there soon after the dusky hues of night had
settled down around them. That night one of the
prisoners, a large Indian by the name of Wolf Skin,
who was very talkative, tried to make his escape by
running, but his guard at that time being the fleetest
runner in the command, overhauled his prisoner in 100
yards distance and brought him back to camp. After
this the prisoners were all tied until morning.

Early dawn revealed the fact that half of Five Crow's
army was on the hills surrounding camp, which sub
stantiates without a doubt the narrative related by the
young Nez Perce prisoner.

On the morning of the 7th of December, 1855, commenced
the battle of Walla Walla. Companies Band H crossed
the Touchet and formed in line on the plain; companies
I and K soon fell into line, companies A and F being
ordered to take charge of the baggage train and prison
ers. The Indians had been gathering in considerable
numbers on our left and front, and before any movements
were made the report of a gun was heard on our left.
This seemed to be t~e signal to charge, as the comp
anies formed in line and dashed forth, opening a heavy
fire on the enemy as they ran. A running fight ensued
across the hills eastward to the Walla Walla river, the
volunteers pursuing the Indians at the top of their
speed, shooting whenever an opportunity presented it
self. Th0se having the fastest horses sped away, leaving
others behind, until they became widely scattered. The
horse I rode was a small, heavy-set cayuse, which seemed,
when jumping over the sagebrush, to be going up one side
and down the other. The consequences were; I didn't get
along as fast as some, but I soon found I was
nearing the front from the sound of musketry and
the deafening yells of the Indians. The forces
of the enemy kept increasing in numbers from the
time the skirmish commenced until we reached the
La Roche (LaRoque) cabin, on the Walla Walla river,
while the forces of the volunteers were growing less.
Here the enemy became more stubborn and slow to
move along. This gave the volunteers who had been .~._.._
left behind an opportunity to come to the front. The
Indians were driven almost at the point of the bayonet
only a short distance above the La Roche cabin, two
miles below Whitman's station, and eight miles from
the place where the fight commenced.

By this time their whole force became engaged in the
battle, and estimates were made by different ones,
ranging from 600 up to 2000. My own estimate, put
down in my diary at the time, was 1000. Colonel Kelly,
in his official report, estimated the number of
warriors engaged in the fight at 600.

From Governor Stevens' report (1000 to 1200 warriors)
my estimate is low; but, be this as it may, their
numbers became so overwhelmingly in excess of ours that
our forces were checked. The hills were on our left
and the Walla Walla river on our right. Here they
formed a line across the plain, from the foothills to
the river, it being partially covered with brush, while
the hills were covered with mounted hostiles, who played
an active part, commanded by leaders of matchless skill
&nd daring. Their purpose was to leave no foes to rise
behind them; their policy was the policy of extermination;
their flags were the scalps of our people, murdered in
cold blood, whose gray locks floated from poles raised
on every prominent point on the hills to our left, with
a squad of those bloody fiends dancing the war dance
around them. From the brush on the plain and the timber
on the river they poured a murderous fire on the
volunteers, who were compelled to fall back. This was
the hottest place anywhere during the e~gagement. Here
Henry Crow (Private - c. 1827-1855), and S. S. Van
Hagerman fell mortally wounded and several others were
wounded. At this critical moment Lieutenant J. M.
Burrows (John M. Burrows - c. 1828-1855) with a small
detachment was ordered to cross the fence that
surrounded the La Roche field and charge upon the
Indians in the brush, the writer being one of the
number who crossed, and when only a few steps beyond
the fence the brave Burrows fell dead and Captain Munson
(Lyman B. Munson- c. 1826 - 1884) and several others
were wounded. A dispatch having been sent to Captain
Wilson (Alfred V. Wilson - 1826-1859) of Company A to
come forward, he and his company came at full speed,
dismounted, and with fixed bayonets pushed their way
through the brush, driving the enemy before them. In
a short time Captain Bennett with Company F was on hand,
and with these reinforcements the Indians were driven'



about one mile farther up the Walla Walla river, where
they took possession of a house (Tellier cabin, located
south of Whitman Station and on the north side of the
Walla Walla river) with a close built fence around it.
In attempting to dislodge them Captain Bennett of
Company F, and Private Kelso (E. B. Kelso - c183l - 1855)
of Company A, were killed.

Soon after this a howitzer, found at Fort Walla Walla,
was brought to bear upon them by Captain Wilson, but
having nothing but a sandhill to lay the piece on, when
firing the fourth round it burst, wounding Captain
Wilson, but dispersing the enemy from their stronghold.
This was immediately followed up by the volunteers,
and the bodies of Bennett and Kelso were recovered.
The baggage train and flag of truce prisoners had already
arrived at the La Roche cabin, which was used as a
hospital. Peu Peu Mox Mox, with his stentorian voice,
began to cheer up his warriors and encourage them to
be brave, receiving responses from them at short inter
vals. Colonel Kelly had just rode from the front back
o the hospital, when Frank Crabtree came in with his
shoulder shattered and his arm dangling by his side,
and reported Captain Layton (David Layton - 1822-1862)
wounded, and surrounded with five or six others on
the hills at the front. Just at this critical moment
the question was asked, "What shall be done with the
prisoners?" Colonel Kelly took in the situation at
once and said, "My men are all needed at the front.
Tie or kill them, I don't care a d---n which," and
rode back to the front. Ropes were procured to tie
the prisoners, but they refused, except one, a young
Nez Perces, who crossed his hands and said he wanted
to be tied. One very large Indian, known by the name
of Wolf-Skin, who was very talkative and who tried to
escape from the guard the night before, drew a large
knife concealed in his legging, uttering a demon-like
yell, and began to cut his way through the guard,
wounding Sergeant-Major Isaac Miller (officer of the
day) severely in the arm. The others (6 were held
captive), except the Nez Perces (15 year old boy)
who had been tied, were trying to make their way
t~rough the guards and escape to the hills, but their
efforts were futile. It was only the work of a
moment, brought on by their own remorseless hands,
when they fell to the ground weltering in their gore.
If the body of Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox was mutilated, the act
was brought on by a relentless foe, whose mode of
warfare always was insensible to the feelings of
others. At this time and place those brave volunteers
had their feelings wrought up to the highest pitch,
and their excitement ran wild as they saw the scalp,
perhaps of a brother, a sister, or some relative,
flapping from the top of some pole planted on a
prominent point on the hills to our left. A fair and
candid mind could hardly look on the scene before him
without exonerating the boys in all that was done.

The contest lasted till after sundown, when the Indians
withdrew and the volunteers returned to the La Roche
cabin tired and hungry, having had nothing to eat since
early morning. Camp fires were built, and camp kettles
and coffee pot~ were hung over the blaze to prepare a
scanty meal for the boys who had had fought so nobly
for us during the day. A guard of twenty, the writer
being one, were on their way up the hillside to be
stationed on duty. When about 300 yards from camp
a ball from the enemy's gun came whizzing by; the wind
from it was forcibly felt. Over went the camp kettles
and coffee pots to extinguish the fires, and all hands
were on guard till morning, the enemy firing a few
shots into camp during the night.

Early on the morning of the 8th a hasty meal was
prepared and partly eaten when the Indians came with
increased forces, retaking all the positions they were
driven from the day before. Lieutenant Pillow (Charles
B. Pillow - 1822-1860) with Company A, and Lieutenant
Hanan (Adolphus Brice Hannah - 1822-1905), with Company
H, were ordered to charge upon and drive them from the
brush on the plain and the timber skirting the river,
and hold these positions if possible. Lieutenant
Fellows with Company F, Lieutenant Jeffreys (John T.
Jeffries - ? -1867) with Company B, Lieutenant Hand
with Company I, and Captain Cornoyer with Company K,
were ordered to take possession of the most available
points on the hills, and assail the enemy at other
places if practicable. The Indians fought for their
positions with all the skill and bravery of the previous
day, especially in the brush, where they fought like
demons. Three of Company H and one of Company A were
wounded, but they were driven from their stronghold,
where they shot with the skill and precision of a marks
man. I saw Lieutenant Hanan while in a low place pull
off his coat, hang it on the end of a pole, then place
his hat on top and raise it above the brush; in an
instant the brush was mowed around the object by bullets
from the enemies' guns. But few shots were exchanged
after darkness came on, and the warwhoop ceased as the

Indians withdrew from the field. That night a courier
was sent with a dispatch to Fort Henrietta for companies
D (Washington County, 1st Reg., OMV) and E (Yamhill
County, 1st Reg., OMV) to come in haste to the battle
field. On the morning of the 9th they were at their
work again, but not so early as on the preceding morning.
The volunteers being fatigued and nearly worn out, Colonel
Kelly chose to act on the defensive and hold the position,
the same as before, until Companies D and E from Fort
Henrietta came to reinforce us. During the day attacks
were made on Companies A and H in the brush, and B on
the hills, which resulted in great loss to the enemy.
The other companies on the hills did good service in
repelling the attacks made on them during the day.

Early on the morning of the 10th it was discovered that
the enemy had possession of every available position
that was held by us the previous days. As soon as break
fast had been eaten Lieutenant McAuliff (James McAuliff 
1828-1906), with Company B charged on the Indians who
had taken possession of the breastworks thrown up by
them the day before, on the point of a hill, to protect
them from the flying bullets from our guns. They had
not taken such a deep hold in the brush as usual, on
account of the severe loss they sustained the day before.
Companies A and H soon recovered the brush, and drove
them from the pits on the sand knoll. The companies
from the hills made preparations for a charge, and as
many as had horses suitable for the occasion were
mounted, and gallantly charged the enemy in the face of
a heavy fire, scattering them in all directions, to
return to the battlefield no more.

Thus ended the long contested struggle between contending
foes. Colonel Kelly in his official report says: "I
cannot say too much in praise of the conduct of th~

officers of the several companies, and the soldiers
under their command. They did their duty bravely and
well during those four days of trying battle. '.'

The loss Company H sustained, killed and wounded during
the engagement, nearly equaled that of all the other
companies, as will be seen from the list of killed and
wounded: Captain Charles Bennett, Company F, killed;
Lieutenant J. M. Burrows, Company H, killed; privates
Andrew Kelso, C~mpany A, killed; S. S. VanHagerman,
Company I, killed; Jasper Flemming, Company A, mortally
wounded; Joseph Sturdevant, Company B, mortally wounded;
Henry Crow, Company H, mortally wounded; Sergeant Major
Isaac Miller, Company H, wounded; Captain A. V. Wilson,
Company A, wounded; Captain 1. B. Munson, Company 1;---"
wounded; Captain Davis Layton, Company H, wounded;
privates Casper Snook, Company H, wounded; T. J. Payne,
Company H, wounded; Frank Crabtree, Company H, wounded;
Nathan Fry, Company H, wounded; John Smith, Company H,
wounded; A. M. Addington, Company H. wounded; Isaac
Miller, Company H, wounded; Frank Duval, Company A,
wounded; G. W. Smith, Company B, wounded; J. B.
Gervais, Company K, wounded.

It's a difficult matter to get the exact number of
Indians killed in time of battle. The bodies of 39
were counted on the battle field after it was allover,
and it is estimated that at least 30 were carried off
in time of battle and that many more were dragged away
at night by putting ropes around their necks and pulling
them with a horse. It was plain to see the trails where
they were dragged away. At that time no one put their
loss in the field at less than 100. The ratio of wounded
to the number killed is generally estimated at two and a
half to one. At this ration the killed and wounded
during the battle would be 350. This would be at a
close estimate one-third of all their warriors engaged
in battle.

On the 1st of June 1858, the volunteers were
discharged by proclamation, and on the 8th of June
I arrived at my place of residence in Linn County.


