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Each year the Eells Northwest Collection and Northwest Archives have
been blessed with gifts from a wide variety of contributors. Each contribution,
however large or small, has added strength to our growing collection of North
west Americana. Financial aid, books, periodicals, pamphlets, maps, and
photographs are examples of the support we receive. As our friends help us
develop these various areas, the research capabilities of the collection grows
stronger. This common interest joins us together in building a valuable
research facility.

The Northwest collection is divided into three major areas: First is the
Northwest Library. Here we are attempting to develop a good cross section of
materials written about Pacific Northwest subjects (history, botany, geology,
archaeology, economics, etc.). Our growth depends upon donations, budgetary
allotments, and a small endownment fund. The second area is the Whitman
College files. We are the depository for Whitman College and student
publications, business records, photographs, Faculty and Alumni files, etc.
The third area consists of the Northwest Archives. This is a much more
specialized collection, and one, for the most part, that cannot be replaced.
Photographs, family papers, business records, letters, newspapers, and-maps
are examples of materials we receive and preserve for research purposes. This
collection is growing and becoming recognized as a valuable research facility.
To me, the most rewarding aspect of this collection is that it has been and
is being strengthened through the support of alumni and friends. This is
certainly an accomplishment in which we can all take pride.

The continuous support of Whitman College Al.umni, Friends, Library Staff
Members, and the Whitman College Community, playa key roll in the developmenf'
of the Eells Northwest Collection and Northwest Archives.

A SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS TO ROBERT BENNETT
(PIONEER PRESS) FOR PRINTING THE 1978, 1979,

AND 1980 EELLS NORTHWEST COLLECTION AND
NORTHWEST ARCHIVES NEWSLETTER. BOB'S
SUPPORT HAS MADE THIS NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE.

Following is a list of people who have supported the Eells Northwest
Collection and Northwest Archives during 1980:

Abdill, George B.
Adams, Glen
Arsdol, Ted
Avery, Mrs. Jack
Babcock, Clara Applegate
Barrett, Mrs. Parker
Bennett, Robert A.
Brattain, Mr. & Mrs. Walter
Carpenter, Mrs. Nancy
Cassens, Dorothy M.
Cavalli, Gayle
Cherry, Mike
Cochrane, Kevin D.
Coon, Stephanie Snyder
Corley, Peggy
Craig, Margaret E.
Davison, Glen E.
Dolling, Bill
Drury, Clifford M.
Dunphy, Winifred
Edwards, G. Thomas
Eggers, Arthur R.
Elliott, Mr. & Mrs. T. B.
Fairbank, Mrs. Martha
Ferguson, Baker
Fix, M. "Bud"
Flathers, Ben
Fletcher, Mrs. Et~el

Forrest, Mr. & Mrs. Ray
Fry, Mrs. Kenneth

/

Gibbons, Ralph J.
Gray, Mrs. Alma
Greenville, Mrs. Edna M.
Grosse, Ruby
Hawman, Art
Hirschel, Aimee
Hoare, Bertram W.
Hollister, Mrs. Helen
Honey, George.Albert
Humphries, Mrs. Mary
Hunt, Byron G.
Irwin, Mrs. A. H.
Johnson, Lorna K.
Kaesemeyer, Rolland L.
Kennedy, Henrietta Baker
Knight, Mel D.
LeRoy, Bruce
Ledoux, Mrs. Wilhemina C.
Locati, Joe
Lutcher, Mrs. Anita Hughes
Lynch, Mr. & Mrs. Maurice E.
McCaffrey, Mr. & Mrs. Frank
McFadden, Bruce
McGregor, Sherman
McVay, Al
Marlow, Matt
Martin, Mrs. Howard
Maxey, Dr. Chester C.
Miller, Irma S.
Mitchell, Frank G.



Morgan, Austin
Mullaney, Mrs. B. J.
Munnick, Adrian Robert
Neher, Mrs. George
Niemeyer, Mrs. Clarence
Olson, Peggy Reser
Orchard, Vance
Perier, Dick
Phelan, Tom
Platz, Mr. & Mrs. Harry
Prentiss, Warren
Raines, Mrs. George
Reynolds, Ruth S.
Rice, Tom E.
Rittenhouse, Lloyd
Ritz, Richard R.
Roberts, Rick
Robinson, Mrs. Lee
Rodda, Jack
Sanders, Ron
Schaeffer, Mrs. John
Schirmer, Bill
Schwantes, Carlos
Shanahan, Ilabelle
Shepherd, James F.
Sherman, Harwood

Sherwood, Donald
Singleton, Lee
Smith, Virginia
Snyder, William Earl
Sparks, Marilyn
Stevens, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph
Stevens, Steve
Stickles, Mrs. Milton J.
Stone, Mr. & Mrs. Frank P.
Stowell, Mrs. Ernest
Strickland, Mr. & Mrs. George
Stutsman, Mrs. Hazel
Therrell, Mrs. Juanita W.
Thompson, Erwin N.
Thompson, Ken
Thompson, Tommie-Lou
Thorn, Winfred
Turk, Elizabeth Smith
Virgin, Robert G.
Walla Walla County Extension Office
Walla Walla Valley Genealogical Society
Wells, Violet C. (Pres. Colonial Dames-)
Whitner, Robert L.
Woodbridge, Ross
Wright, Mrs. Esther Nelson
Wroe, Mrs. Dorothy

Materials received include:

Archival support; Assistance in locating materials & photographs; Binders;
Building plans; Books (Dogwood Press, local & Northwest); Business records;
Family records (documents, diaries, letters, genealogy); Financial aid; Fort
Walla Walla materials; Lewis & Clark materials; Maps; Microfilm; Mount St.'
Helens material; Negatives; Oral History Interviews; Pamphlets; Periodicals;
Photographs (local, regional, Northwest, Whitman College); Photograph albums
(Whitman College, family); Postcards; Posters, Research materials; Seattle
Landmark Chart; Scrapbooks (local, club, regional & Whitman College); Walla
Walla (Fruit Fair Programs, High School material, Hotel register, newspapers,
programs, photographs, annual reports, Walla Walla Symphony, misc. materials);
War Ration Books; Whitman College (library materials, memorabilia, photographs,
yearbooks, newspapers, programs, etc.).
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Each year we have produced this newsletter with the thought of sharing some
aspect of the archival collection with you. It always seemed like a good
idea but we never seemed to have enough space to include such an item. This
year we decided to give our idea a try. Because of the limited space we needed
to find a document that would fit into the confines of our newsletter. What we
found was a letter written by Levi Chamberlain, Honolulu, to Rev. H. H.
Spalding, "Clear Water", dated March 16th, 1844.

We were very fortunate that Mr. Chamberlain's hand writting was very legible
and so developing a typescript of his letter was relative easy. We did search
our letter files hoping to find Mr. Spalding's letter to Mr. Chamberlain, but to
no avail. On further investigation we did find his letter published in Volume
33, Number 4, December, 1932 issue of the Oregon Historical Quarterly, pages
349-354. The introduction to the Spalding letter, written by Nellie B. Pipes,
notes that the original letter is in the Hawaiian Mission Children's Society
in Honolulu. We had hoped that both letters could be printed in this news
letter, but our limit on space did not allow it.

As an introduction we will give you a brief biographical sketch of these two men:

Levi Chamberlain: Born Dover, Vt., August 28, 1792, and Died Honolulu,
Sandwich Islands, July 29, 1849; wife, Maria Patten Chamberlain.

Mr. Chamberlain became a prosperious merchant in Boston but relinquished his
business to become a missionary. On November 19, 1822 he departed New Haven
on the vessel Thames for the Sandwich Islands. Mr. Chamberlain was a part of
the second American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions reenforcement
group sent to the islands. He arrived at "Hanaroorah" on Sunday, April 27,
1823. For the next 26 years he was Superintendent of Secular Concerns for
the ABCFM missions in the Sandwich Islands.

Henry Hart Spalding: Born Wheeler, N. Y., November 28, 1803, and Died Lapwai,
Idaho, August 3, 1874.

Rev. H. H. Spalding was a new School Presbyterian minister who, with his wife,
Eliza Hart, went west in 1836 with Marcus and Narcissa Whitman. The Spaldings
established a ABCFM mission to the Nez Perce Indians at Lapwai. They lived
and worked with the Indians until 1847, at which time the ABCFM missions were
closed in the Pacific Northwest, due to the Indian unrest. In later years
Mr. Spalding returned to Lapwai and that is where he died.
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Rev. H. H. Spalding,
Clear Water.

Dear Sir,

Honolulu, March 16 th 1844.

1

Your letter of 10th of Oct. last came to hand on the 19th of December.
Till the present time no opportunity has been offered of sending to the River.
But we have now a prospect of an opportunity by the Brig Chenamus, by which I
hope to send the articles for which you wrote, at least such of them as can be
sent with propriety. Friction matches to go safely should be put in tin cases.'
The kind we formerly had are gone, and I should fear to put up packages not thus
secured.

The enclosed bill will show what I have sent, with the prices. The sum I
have charged to the Oregon mission, and I shall report the same to the Treasurer
of the Board.

I think it would be the best policy for you to procure from the Hudson's
Bay Company such articles as you want and they may be able to furnish, in
preference to sending to the islands for them; unless you can have some other
agents as receivers at the river than the Gentlemen of the Company. If some of
the articles should come a little cheaper at the islands, which would not to
any great extent be the case, except for island productions and those articles
which might be spared from the Depository of the Mission, there would be more
than an equivalent for this in the State of feeling that might be entertained
by the Comp'y, who must of necessity in the absence of any other, act as an
agency for storing and transportation, as well as receiving and paying freight
from the islands. I should be most happy to employ my own agency in your· behalf,
if that were the only thing to be considered in the case. Most cheerfu-lly would
I give attention to filling out orders and shipping goods to 'your address and
that of other brethren, if thereby I could esentially promote your comfort and
the prosperity of the cause of missions. We do not of course keep an open store
nor act as merchants, except so far as the wants of our own mission is concerned.
I did in an early period of your mission make some suggestions in regard to your
missions being furnished to a pretty full extent through the Secular Agency of
this mission; but no arrangement has been made by the Board to this effect.
There could be no objection to your sending to the islands for such articles a~

you could not procure from the Company - or, of course, sending to the United
States to have them shipped by the way of the islands; as doubtless the brethren
of the Oregon mission feel it necessary to do occasionally. We have always been
happy to forward things of this description and shall ever feel a pleasure in
doing so.

I was gratified to receive so full an account, as you were so kind in
communicating, of your circumstances, the state of your family and prospects of
the missionary work. You were indeed greatly afflicted in the protracted illness
of your wife, of yourself and children. But the Lord's mercies were also great
towards you and them. I pray that the life of Mrs. Spalding may have been
spared, and that her health may have been perfectly restored as well as that of
your own and of the children.

Oregon is probably destined to be the scene of important events, and the
theatre of great changes, not far distant. The aborigines, unless they locate
and practice the arts of civilized life, must become extinct: for a foreign
population will occupy the best portions of the country, and the savage must 
retreat, or, if they make war upon their civilized neighbors, they must event
ually fall before them, as the indians of the Atlantic coast did before the
enlightened European. I am much of the opinion that the present savage tribes
of the earth, or, of those portions of the earth which invite colonization, will
eventually become extint or lost in another race. I would not except the
inhabitants of the islands of the Pacific. There is a spirit of enterprise
abroad which cannot be confined. The hardy and spirited adventurer will find
a lodging place somewhere, and, when he locates himself, he will put forth his
energies for his own emolument, and he will not stop in his career, in order that
his less englightened less adventurous neighbor, though in roality the rightful
owner of the soil, may stand shoulder to him in temporal or any.other advantage.
What I daily see and hear, my knowledge of human nature and reflection on the
subject, go to convince me almost to a demonstration, that savages cannot rise
fast enough to clear the wave of foreign influence, so as to tower above every
thing and assert and maintain their own independent rights. It is not so at
these islands, it is not so in New Zealand, New Holland, India or Society Islands:
it will probably not be so any where. This may not be right, but it is the
way things commonly go. The active outstrip the indolent; the enlightened gain
advantage of the ignorant; the strong bear down the weak. Now, if in all this,
no undue advantage be taken of the inferiority of the one to oppress, and proper
effort be made to elevate that which is capable of being raised, there can be
nothing wrong. But the reverse of this is generally the truth .
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The Sandwich Islands have now the name of a nation: and it is not probable
that ano~ber attempt will be made to take it away. The fear, however, is that
foreigners will hold the reins of Government, that foreign interests will
predominate and that the great body of the natives will be in subjection. But
they will probably be quite as well off under a new system as they were under the
former dynasty of the Chiefs, some of whom were great oppressors. Indeed the
native government as formerly administered over natives left them very little of
what we should call freedom; and though it is now better, it is in no small degree
oppressive. Taxation is very heavy and no native is owner of any soil in fee
simple. The great body of the common people are much in the condition that the
serfs are in Russia

If the people shall continue to enjoy the means of improvement and religious
instruction, as we trust they will, it will be of no great consequence who are
the nominal rulers. (Whether foreigners have the ascendency in the national
counsels or whether the native chiefs continue to exercise their legislative
authority, the Gospel will no doubt prove a savor of life to many and answer
the end for which it is proclaimed to the nations: Namely that of gathering the
elect into the fold of Christ and training them up to be Kings and Priests unto
God in the Kingdom of his Father.

The Catholics are industrious in their cause, and are doubtless gaining
proselytes. Their operations do not produce as much excitement as formerly; but
the leaven of their doctrine is extended through the islands, no division has
been left unassailed. They labor quietly, but with no less effect on that
account. There is a great mass of mind in which their doctrine acts feely and
is found .most congenial. Dark and superstitious minds receive the dogmas of
Romanism with readiness, having first rejected the light and truth. Such are
easily lead captive by Satan at his will; A cross and beads and prayers to the
virgin answer for the whole of religion and the fear and love of God. Th~y are
designing to institute a High School to correspond with our Mission Sem~nary,

for raising up teachers to their cause. The Goverment will not of course refuse
them permission. They have however been interrupted in their plans by the loss
it is supposed of a reenforcement of coadjutors for their work in these islands.
The brig Jose Maria sailed from France in November 1842 having on board "the
bishop of of the Sandwich Islands, seven missionaries, seven mechanics and ten
nuns". The vessel stopped at St. Catharines S. A. and sailed again on the 23 rd

Feby for Cape Horn and the Pacific, since which time she has not been heard
from: and it is probable that she foundered at sea. The captain of the vessel. _
had been a resident of these islands, and had just previous to his undertaking
the voyage been united in marriage to a young lady of Boston, who preceeded him
in a vessel from Boston, while he went to France to join his vessel, and they
were to meet at the islands. The wife arrived in July last, and she is here
now, as there is every reason to beleive, a widow: and will ere long be married
to a second husband. She is a Catholic. The loss of this company will doubtless
be made up in due time by the appointment of another bishop & helpers, with nuns
for the establishment of a nunnery.

For our mission we have the promise of a re-enforcement of four ordained
missionaries and a single lady, a daughter of Mr. Whitney, one of the first
missionaries, who has completed her education in the U- States.

Our number has been diminished by the death of Mr. Locke, an efficient
teacher located at Waialua on this island who had the direction of a manual labor
school. His wife died about a year previous to the event I am now recording; and
he was waiting only for the sailing of a vessel then in port, in order to take
passage for the United States with his three motherless infant daughters. His
death occurred the last of October. His daughters are all in the care of Rev.
A. B. Smith, who occupied the station at Waialua.

We send the packages containing the goods to the care of Dr. McLaughlin,
who will charge you the customary freight, if he charges freight at all, and
forward them probably to the nearest post, or keep them for your order.

With kind regards to Mrs. Spalding,

I remain, very truly

Your friend & brother

Levi Chamberlain
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