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If I had been told twenty years ago that Whitman College would have an active archival program and that it would be
my responsibility, I would have not believed it.

When I began my career at Whitman with the responsibility for a small but important collection of archival materials, I
did not see that growth would be of any significance.

How wrong a person can be! I have experienced an explosion of growth for this collection, and I am amazed at the
wonderful support the College has received regarding the archives.

I hope that you, as a contributor to this program, share my excitement, joy, and satisfaction in our cooperative ven
ture in the preservation of college, local, regional and Pacific Northwest history. I wish each of you could hear the positive
and appreciative comments I receive regarding the strength of this collection. You have made it possible for me to enjoy
great satisfaction in seeing our local and regional heritage preserved.

I thank you for your concern, support, and trust. I hope that our work makes you proud of Whitman College and the
archival program.

Lawrence L. Dodd
Archivist/Curator

COMMENTS FROM MY STUDENT ASSISTANTS:

Time flies. It soon will be the end of my third semester at the College. No longer bothered by strange words and sub
jects. I have begun to enjoy my work at the archives where I am learning what is not available from my formal lecture.

The passing semesters not only saw progress at the College, but also gradual and great changes and improvement in
our archives. First, after last Christmas, a big room on the third floor was separated for the collections of archives. We set
up new shelves in this room for publications related to Walla Walla. Some of these publications came from the last cen
tury. Now readers and researchers coming to the archives can do their work in the quiet room. This summer, we selected
a lot of materials about Walla Walla from some of our old collections, and classified them into two parallel categories
under the same system, one for the City of Walla Walla and the other for Walla Walla County. Those materials cover a
wide range: from arts, business, local government, organizations, schools, social service, and sports, to political events
and persons, transportation, and world wars. Those publications and materials at the archives provide insight into the
history and current events of Walla Walla. As a history major, I appreciate the historical value of the materials we have
collected. I should say that the archives <;Ire trying to do a better service for Whitman College and the Walla Walla com
munity, and the alumni. Please come to visit us whenever it is convenient or necessary.

Min Fang Zhou

My name is Shelley Luppert and I am a senior history major. I have worked in the archives since my freshman year at
Whitman and loved every minute spent up here in Eells Northwest. This year I have done a lot of work very close to my
heart, for I have been working on preserving archival materials and making them more accessible to the public. To this
end, I have taken about 500 proof sheets (along with their negatives) of photographs taken during the 1970's and early
80's and put them in a more usable order. I have also typed up the contents of several old and badly-damaged pioneer
accounts. These accounts can now be read by the general public without any fear of harm to the original manuscripts. My
biggest project this year has been my work on preserving and cataloging three old Whitman scrapbooks. These scrap
books all date from around 191 6-1919 and contain many valuable pictures and memorabilia that are now much more
accessible than they had been before.

I have greatly enjoyed my years as an archival assistant for Larry, because my fondest dream is to go into
archaeology someday. I am very grateful that I have already been granted the opportunity, while here at Whitman, to
work on preserving primary historical materials.

Footnote: Shelley has taken her work seriously and is always on the alert. On January 19th she brought to the
archives a nice collection of Morton Board Records. This is one example of her interest in improving our resources.



1989 DONORS:

Albers, Ferris A. Fairbank, Jane D. Lane, Freda V. Schneidmiller, Karl E.
Alexander, Marilyn & Rod Fairbrook, James P. Larson, William Schoenberg, Father
Allen, Betty A. Ferguson, Baker & Jean Leveaux, Roberta Wilfred P.
Anderson, Arvid W. Flathers, Benjamin B. Locati, Joe Sederberg, Eleanor Long
Anderson, JoAnne Henry Fletcher, Eugene R. Lorenz, Carmen Shepherd, James
Anderson, Sarah J. Frazier, William Harvey Sherman, Harriet
Andres, Robert W. Freeman, Bob Manning, Ivan L. Sherwood, Donald
Argo, Harold V. Freeman, M. Henry Manuel, Dave Shields, Cornelia

Freimann, John R. Marsh, Tim Shuham, Walter W.
Baker Boyer Bank Massey, Mr. & Mrs. John Sincock, Marybelle M.
Baker, Emory F. Gage, Dorothy & Marjorie Matthews, Carl R. Smith, B. Loyal
Barela, Traci & Mike Gallivan, Georgia-Mae McBirney, Ruth Smith, Margaret
Bassett, Mary Grace Galloway, Thomas McFarland, Betty Snoddy, John E.
Beach, Harriett Hart Garner, Vivian McFarland, R. L. Sparks, Betty Clark
Beatty, Frank E. Gary, Walter J. McFee, June Sparks, Marilyn
Beer, James M. Gendorn, Wally McKay, Dede Speir, Gilbert C.
Bennett, Robert A. Gilkey, Norma J. Meeks, Barbara Stafford, Betty
Bergevin, Erma Jo Gilmore, Larry Merriam, Richard E. Stanton, Howard I.
Blacklaw, Peggy & Dick Gose, Margaret Meyersick, Raymond A. Stearns, Kathlyn
Bollinger, David E. Graham, Mr. & Mrs. Harold Money, Harold E. Stecher, Bennett R.
Bollinger, Harold Gray, Daniel T. & Martha Mooney, Pauline Stevens, David
Bouman, Beth Gulick, Bill & Jeanne Moore, Virginia Stickles, Frances
Bowie, M. Taylor Mullen, Loucille Stiles, Mary K.
Brattain, Emma Jane Haasch, Barbara Struthers, George
Breit, Anitra & Fred Harris, Millicent Niemi, Alice J. Surbeck, Roy
Brown, Ruth Woodward Heidenreich, Roberta
Burnham, Madeline Henderson, Chester G. & O'Brien, William L. & Taylor, R. E. Gene

IrmaGrace Kathryn Thomas, Stanley M.
Campbell, Fred W. Henrickson, Carl O'Reilly, Daniel Patrick Thompson, Ruth E.
Carey, Kenneth R. Herrera, David P. Opheim, Pearl Thorn, Nancy
Chase, Tom Hill, Elizabeth Orchard, Vance Tooker, Viola M.
Chastain, Wayne & Sue Hill, Shirley G. Carey Tucker, Frederick
Church, Robert D. Hoag, Marie Louise Paris, Nancy C. Tugman, Gerda H.
Click, William F. Holder, Joyce Wike Parsley, Linda Flathers Tuttle, Betty Johnson
Comeaux, Justin A. Holt, Wayne E. Pepper, Genevieve Tyson, J. Patrick
Coon, Roberta Hooper, Mr. & Mrs. Dallas Perier, Dick
Corley, Peggy Hovey, James Platz, Celista & Harry Ursulescu, Virginia
Cornelison, Anita Howells, Thomas Poole, Clyde E.
Cumming, Suzanne Hughes, Russ J. Pries, Bethene Van Arsdol, Ted

Pringle, Bud Venn, George
Dahlquist, Maryly Irwin, Mrs. A. H. Pryor, Nancy Vernazza, Marcelle
DeBeaumont, Cheri Pugh, William O.
Dexter, Glenn Jackson, Sue Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Dietrich, David J. Jansen, Leonard F. Rambaldi, Jose' A. Watts, Juanita
Drumheller, Doro~hy Fox Jones, Dwelley Reid, Kenneth C. Westerberg, Harry
Duffy, Barbara I Jonish, Arley Reid, Pete Whitman College Community
Durand, Pauline Jordan, Bea Cockrum Reynolds, Elsie & Jim (Faculty & Staff)
Dusenbery, Robert Riggs, Karen Wiggins, Bob

Kilby, Patrick W. Ringrose, Barbara Williams, Jeanne
Edgerton, Ralph P. Kimball, Ruth B. Robinson, Harriette W. Williams, Robert A.
Edwards, Dr. & Mrs. G. Kimball, Steven G. Rochester, Junius Williams, Virginia

Thomas King, Margery Rodgers, Sally Wilson, Joseph G.
Edwards, Margaret King, Ruth Rubey, Barbara Wood, Daisy E.
Eiffert, Jeanne Koch, Mary Worth, David Garth
Ernst, Charles M. Santo, W. L.
Esary, Craig Ladley, Amy Jane Schmidt, Theodore & Ruth Yahr, Rosalie Kemp
Eubanks, Anne Yeend, Warren

If I have missed someone please accept my apology, as I make every attempt not to do so.



MATERIALS RECEIVED INCLUDE:

Agricultural Information & Materials
Archival Support
Bibliographies
Books & Pamphlets
Centennial Materials (WA State)
Chamber of Commerce Records
Corporate Minutes & Records
Diaries
Dogwood Press Materials (Frank McCaffrey)
Drawings & Sketches (Ernest Norling)
Films & Video Tapes
Financial Support
Flag (U.S.)
Genealogical Material
Graduation Certificates
Ledger Books
Letters (Family & Business)
Manuscripts
Maps
Pioneer Narratives
News Clippings
Newspapers (Walla Walla City & County)
Ogle Atlas
Oral Histories
Periodicals
Photographs (Prints & Negatives)
Postcards (Walla Walla)
Poster
Sager Material
Scrapbooks
Walla Walla Memorabilia
Whitman College Materials
Wine Labels (Walla Walla Valley)
World War II Aerial Photos, Booklets & Survival Kit
Yearbooks (Whitman College & Walla Walla High School)

NEW ARCHIVES STUDYIWORK
AREA A REALITY:

Between January 13 and 17 the new worklstudy area
for the Archives was constructed. It was a push because
of the amount of work that had to be done before spring
semester started. We tried to have all the major construc
tion accomplished so that the remaining work would
create a minimum of noise. Also, we wanted to have the
Northwest Collection in place so that it would not in
convenience the user. Min Fang Zhou was here to assist
me during the move, and her dedication to getting the job
done made it possible to meet our schedule.

Along with moving the Northwest Periodical collection
to a new location, we had to establish a new area, on sec
ond floor, for the Washington State Documents. Both
collections required the installation of shelving before the
move could be made. We also were trying to have these
materials moved before the construction crew began in
stalling the walls. It was a push, but we were able to ar
range our moving schedule so that the walls went up
without interference.

Two walls were installed, one outside my office and
another to separate the study area from the work area.
To improve access and security a door into the new area
was installed in the east wall of my office.

We now began to put together our work study area.
We moved all the Whitman College and Walla Walla ver
tical file collection into the new area, we installed
necessary shelving to hold the archival periodical collec
tion, the Washington Territory law book collection, local

and state maps, and the Northwest Locked Case book
collection. We put in a couple of tables, two study carrels
(both with AC power outlets), and a steel desk. The card
catalog that had been in my office was moved as well as
a ni?e display cabinet from the attic. After all the moving I
realized that we had developed a very functional area,
but we were already tight on space. It really proved the
point that the area was needed.

The work area also had to be put together. We found a
heavy duty table in the attic which was just what was
needed as a sorting table. We then found two tables
that could be used by Nancy Pryor and Ruth Kimball. It
wa~ i~portantto. have dedicated space for their project,
for It IS not practical to put a collection away each day.
Then, we installed some shelving which is used to store
collect.ions that are awaiting sorting. It is working out
very nicely, although it also is becoming crowded.

1988
View ofnorth end ofEells Northwest (area to be changed
to study/work rooms).

All this work was done by an excellent group of
Whitman College artisans. Bill Lawson was in charge of
the installation of the walls, and he was assisted by Kevin
Wright and Brian Richard. Greg Cuff installed the three
doors and put in the locks and dead bolts. Oscar
Waggoner, with the assistance of Steve Shoemake,
prepared and painted the walls, stained and finished the
doors. Jack Delaney made it possible for us to have
better telephone service. This group of men made my
dream come true, and their dedication to excellence can
be seen in the work they did for me.

If you have not had a chance to visit this area please
stop by and let me brag about the new facility.

~

1989
Same area as above but after walls were installed and
room became study/work area for Special Collections.
Photo taken from doorway looking north into new area.



FILM PRESERVATION:

Last year I reported on our progress in the preservation
of College films. At that time we were hoping to transfer
an 8mm film taken by Bill Click, class of 1955, to 16mm
stock. This would be a new experience for us.

After contacting the film preservation company about
this project I realized tha~ it would exhaust the Skotheim
film preservation fund and take additional funding from
the archival endowment income. Transferring from 8mm
to 16mm is more expensive than a direct 16mm transfer,
but using the 16mm format is best suited for the
archives. We undertook the project and during the year I
have shown the Click film to very appreciative audiences.

I hope that in the near future I will be able to generate a
video of this film, but at the time of transfer I was not able
to afford that step.

I know a couple of films that I hope to do some work
with in the future. We are looking at another 1931 Mill
Creek flood film, which would be an excellent addition to
the Bennington Flood Film. This second film shows a
large amount of the damage, which the Bennington film
does not. Also, we are expecting a film from a member of
the class of 1949. I will report our progress later.

ARCHIVAL ENDOWMENTS:

Ruth Reynolds Endowment:
1989 was another good year for gifts. The January

through November gifts totaled $6,820.00. The
1988/89 Annual Report of the President of Whitman
College reported that the endowment was worth
$43,894.72, giving us an average yearly growth of
$8,700.00.

loe! E. Ferris Endowment:
It was reported the endowment value was $9,819.51,

an increase of $1 ,320.43 over last year. We had no gifts
to this fund in 1989.

Class of 1939 Endowment:
This is a new endowment set up by the Class of 1939

at their 50th Reunion gathering (Jl;Jne 1989) on the
Whitman Campus. The Presidents Annual Report listed
this endowment as being worth $14,533.00. Since that
time three gifts have been made, all in memory of Bill
Fairbank. ,

Gray Endowment~

This endowment was established in memory of
William H. and Mary Dix Gray by their daughter,
Catherine Gray Kamm. It has recently been designated as
an archival endowment because of the ABCFM connec
tion and the Gray family documents housed in the
archives. As of November 30th, 1989, the value was
$9,290.00.

Computer Fund:
This is not an endowment fund, but a special fund to

support the purchase of a computer for the archives.
Four donors have contributed to this fund (two who have
worked in the archives as student assistants), bringing
the present total to $4,330.00.

Footnote:
I am extremely pleased with the continued support of

those donating to the archival endowments. We are
beginning to see some progress towards the needed
financial support through endowment income. Although
the total figure is impressive, we still have a long way
to go.

If you wish to contribute to one of the archival en
dowments please indicate on your gift the endowment
you wish to support. THANK YOU!

VOLU NTEERS:

This year Nancy Pryor and Vance Orchard have been
so busy that it is impossible to list all their activities.
Nancy has become an independent speakers bureau, giv
ing presentations to a wide variety of organizations.
Vance has occupied his time by writing his Senior
Citizens and Blue Mountain Rambling column for the
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin, his activities in local and
State committees, updating the Walla Walla story for the
Walla Walla County Centennial Committee, a little golf,
and the work he is doing on the history of Walla Walla
newspapers. Even though he spends one day a week in
the archives, many times he spends equal time on our
behalf at his personal computer.'

On February 15th Ruth Kimball became our third
volunteer. She began working with Nancy Pryor on the
H. C. Baker papers, a collection recently received from
Betty McFarland and her son, R. L. McFarland. Ruth is a
valued addition to our volunteer staff and is making im
portant contributions to sorting and understanding this
collection.

A special note of Thanks to Nancy, Vance and Ruth.

, It was disappointing to learn that his contract with the Walla Walla
Union-Bulletin expired at the end of December, so those reading the
Union-Bulletin will not find the Orchard columns after December.

NEWSLETTER HISTORY: WHO RECEIVES IT?
(Response to Inquiries)

In 1976, the year after moving into my new third floor
office, I sent Christmas greetings to all the donors to the
Eells Northwest Collection and Northwest Archives for
that year. For two years I had a color print of a College
scene produced, which was inserted into a Christmas
card, and a brief note of thanks written.

By the third year I dropped the Christmas card and
started a newsletter. The first issue was a modest
publication, an 11 x14 printed sheet.

The second year I was celebrating my 10th year at
Whitman and so wrote a brief history of the archives. By
the third issue (1980) I added an historical article.

For the first few years Bob Bennett, Pioneer Press,
printed the newsletter as a donation to the archives.
Without his generous support the newsletter probably
would not have survived. After he sold his print shop I
began using Whitman College Production Services. At
that time I asked S. Eugene Thompson, Director of
Publications, to help me in design, printing and to do
some editorial work. When Mr. Thompson moved to
Portland (1985) I began working with Darlene Filla,



Assistant Director of Communications, who now makes
sure the newsletter has a note of quality.

1984 was the only year we did not put out a news
letter. At that time members of the library staff, College
administrators, and faculty were involved in writing a
Library Collection Development Policy, which had a
significant impact on the archives program. By the end of
1985 the policy was completed and so a 1984-1985
newsletter was issued. I made two noticeable changes:
the newsletter title changed from Eells Northwest Collec
tion andNorthwest Archives, to Northwest and Whitman
College Archives, and a logo was designed. For several
years I had tried to decide on an appropriate logo. At one
time I was using a photograph of the 1906 clock which is
mounted outside my office (this clock was purchased by
Whitman College in 1906 for use in Billings Hall). Then, in
1985, with our new title, I was able to design a logo
better suited for the archives.

Each year I develop a list of donors for that year, which
then becomes the mailing list. This method has allowed
me to limit the number of newsletters printed, helped
solve problems involved in keeping addresses current,
kept production and mailing costs down, and eliminated
some of the confusion of hand-generated records.

At present I do not plan to change this policy.
As the newsletter is written for you, please feel free to

comment. Your input can only help improve the product.

DOGWOOD PRESS UPDATE:

Each year I feel that we will not find any new material
to add to this cQllection, but each year I am proven
wrong. Just recently Glenn Dexter, who had worked for
Frank McCaffrey, sent a copy of the December 1926
Inland Printer, which contains an article (with examples)
he wrote about Frank and his "jazz printing." This is an
important contribution to the collection as it gives us an
insight into Frank's style. Also, the illustrations are
examples of Frank's work that I have not seen.

Have been able to up-grade several volumes through
friends and book dealers.

We are still looking for:
American Mail Line, A Billion Potential Customers,

Vol. 1; Admiral Oriental Lines Materials; Alaska Steam
ship Company materials; Henry Broderick, I Remember
Minneapolis (1952), Kid Stuff (1941), Letter to Ireland
(1948), Observations, Owlish, and Otherwise (date?);
Frederick & Nelsol1, Fashions of the Hour (1949); Glenn
Hughes, Notion dounter (copy. with slip case); E. S.
Meany, Keepsakes of Washington's Birthday, observ
ance at the University of Washington 1932-35; Seattle
Newsletter (could be 12 + editions of this newsletter in
miniature); Seattle Oriental Lines, Promotional
Pamphlets: W. W. Woodbridge, That Something, first
edition.

DON'T OPEN THAT DOOR! I

In 1985 planning for a security system to protect the
archival collections was started, but finances were not
available at that time. We again tried in 1986 with the
same result. Then, earlier this year Doug Nelson, Secur
ity; Pete Reid, Treasurer; Henry Yaple, Library Director,
and myself reviewed our previous plans with Walla Walla

Electric and began seriously discussing the installation of
the system.

Things began to move rapidly and we were ready to
have the system installed on July 10th, but the pressures
of the construction of a new Walla Walla Shopping
Center (Blue Mountain Mall) delayed the contractor for
almost four months.

On November 3rd installation started and within a
couple of days it was operational. My first attempt to arm
the system resulted in confusing something more than
myself and the system would not work.

We are now learning to adjust to this new device. It will
change our patterns of work, restrict access to the area
after hours, and instill a keen responsibility not to
accidentally set off the system. We now have the secur
ity of knowing that if the system is interrupted the Walla
Walla Police will respond almost immediately.

WORT,HWHILE PROJECT!

On November 13th John Nicon (Class of 1961)
stopped by the office to discuss replacement of the
Cushing and Myra Eells headstones. The original marble
stones, located in the Lake View Historical Cemetery, on
Capitol Hill in Seattle, have deteriorated almost beyond
recognition.

Mr. Nicon, several Eells descendants, and the College
are exploring the replacement of the stones with granite
replicas, and making the original stones part of the
archives collection at Whitman.

The Rev. Cushing Eells dedicated a portion of his life
and income to the establishment of an educational in
stitution in the Walla Walla Valley in memory of Marcus
Whitman. His dedication to this purpose has given us a
strong and important college.

If you have an interest in this project, I will be glad to
put you in touch with Mr. Nicon.

UNFORTUNATE DISASTER PROVES
BENEFICIAL TO ARCHIVES:

On Thursday evening, February 16, the Walla Walla
Area Chamber of Commerce building, 29 E. Sumach, had
a fire requiring the Chamber personnel to move out of the
building until repairs could be made. Early in November
the Chamber staff moved back into the building and in
getting files into order they discovered a large collection
of old Chamber records. Through a mutual agreement
between the Chamber manager, Cheri DeBeaumont, and
myself the records were moved into the archives.
Although we have not completely sorted this collection
our initial feeling is that it will benefit community re
searchers.

This is not the first time Chamber personnel have
helped preserve local history. I have always been pleased
with the comfortable working relationship between the
Chamber and the archives.

NAPCU SPEAKER ON ARCHIVES:

On Thursday, October 5, 1989, Wilfred P. Schoen
berg, S.J., spoke atWhitman College to a group of North
west Association of Private Colleges and University



librarians on Libraries & Archives: A Banquet, A Feast, A .
Delight!

The presentation focused on Father Schoenberg's ex
periences while researching in a number of libraries and
archives across the Pacific Northwest.

'As a college archivist I was interested to hear him say
that"Archivists at College and University Libraries are
the most generous among the librarians of any that I
met -". Although that is nice to hear it must be
remembered that Father Schoenberg is the ideal patron.

He has found that "collectively libraries and archival
resources in the Northwest are unique and that the
people who operate these facilities have far more interest
in the preservation of our records than I find elsewhere in
the country."

Although his talk had many interesting and important
aspects, I found the following to be the heart of his
presentation:

"Let us remember that we are keepers of the past, our
role is a noble one. We are custodians of something
transcendent, something sacred, and we should not be
satisfied with bread and butter existence. Just mediocre!
We do have an obligation to preserve more than just
routine, pragmatic materials for our students and
patrons. We do! We are supposed to be the leadership in
preserving these and educating the public on what
should and should not be preserved. We should make, it
seems to me, serious efforts, at whatever cost, to pre
vent the loss of valuable manuscript materials as bearing
on our past. We should be willing to make every effort to
provide proper care once we get it. All this, I think, is
summed up in the phrase - Intelligent Preservation."

ARCHIVAL MATERIAL ON EXHIBIT:

Last year I reported the visit of Mike Shellenbarger,
Department of Architecture, University of Oregon, who
was researching the Portland architect Ellis F. Lawrence.
Over the past year Mr. Shellenbarger sent us some in
teresting material about buildings Mr. Lawrence planned
or re-designed for Whitman College.

To celebrate the University of Oregon School of Ar
chitecture and Allied Arts seventy-fifth anniversary, and
to honor the founding dean, Ellis F. Lawrence, the book
Harmony in Diversity: The Architecture and Teaching of
Ellis F. Lawrence was published by the University of
Oregon and a 'Ilajor exhibit of his work was planned.

In July Dr. St~phen C. McGough, Director, Museum of
Art, Eugene, Oregon, wrote asking to borrow three of. our
Lawrence works, all related to the Greater Whitman Plan.
We agreed and on August 26 the works were trans
ported to Portland by Suzanne Johnston (Executive
Assistant to the President), where museum personnel
picked them up and took them on to Eugene.

Two of the illustrations were from the archives, and
the third from the office of Vice President of Financial
Development, Larry Beaulaurier.

During the Penrose Era, Lawrence was known as the
College architect. He is best known at Whitman for
designing the Greater Whitman Plan, of which the 1910
Hall of Music was the only building constructed. Har
mony in Diversity gives a listing of all the known build
ings credited to Lawrence, which includes those at
Whitman College.

TV DEBUT:

On May 15, 1989, Robert L. Drew, Pastor of the West
Highlands United Methodist Church, Kennewick,
Washington, came to the library to talk about my par
ticipating in a television program called The Arena, which
is shown on Channel 19, Pasco. My involvement was to
talk about the Whitmans.

Wishing to expand the scope of the program to other
early religious leaders, Junius Rochester, Director of Cor
porate and Foundation Support at Whitman, was invited
to participate because he had just co-authored Roots and
Branches, The Religious Heritage of Washington State.

The three of us had a couple hours of conversation and
decided that the program was a good idea. On May 26th I
drove to Pasco where I met Junius, Robert Drew, and
Darold Bigger, Pastor of the College Church of Seventh
Day Adventist. After some preliminary instructions we
filmed the program.

On Sunday, June 11, the program was shown for the
first time. I believe Whitman College was well
represented.

ALMOST A TRADITION
WITH A SURPRISE:

For several years Sally Rodgers has asked me to speak
to the 50th Reunion Class, which meets on campus
Commencement Weekend. I have always enjoyed the
opportunity to present a little library and archives history
to these groups, and feel it is important to alert these
people to where we have been, what we are presently
doing, and where we hope to go.

On Monday, May 22, I spoke to the Class of 1939, and
briefly talked about the archives, how they could par
ticipate, and our work towards the preservation of in
stitutional and local history.

After lunch Baker Ferguson informed me that the class
had designated the archives as the recipient of funds to
establish the Class of 1939 Archives Endowment. It was
an exciting announcement for me, both because of the
gift and because of the faith the class has in the archival
program.

REV. CUSHING EELLS:

On November 27th we received a typescript of an
1852 Overland narrative written by Belle Lisabeth Shirley
Green. Mrs. Green wrote about the journey west, the
stay in Polk County, Oregon, and life in the Palouse
Country.

One interesting event Mrs. Green recorded was about
a visitor to the family farm near Johnson (farming com
munity between Colton and Pullman, Washington):

"Father's (Ezekiel Allen Shirley) home was a haven for
preachers. Both he and mother (Polly Roundtree Shirley)
were deeply interested in the religious life of the com
munity. One cold winter day the wind was blowing and
snow drifting, I looked out our front window and saw a
man coming into our yard. He had left his horse at the
gate, with bridle reins thrown over the gate post. He was
so cold he could hardly walk as he came to the house. I
went to the doorto meet him and he was so ,::!early frozen



he could hardly speak. But he told me his name was
Cushing Eells, that was enough, everyone knew and
loved the Reverend Cushing Eells. I started to fix the fire.
He said would I please get a basin of snow for him, which
I did and helped him get his gloves or mittens off his
hands and into the basin of snow. I then got the wrap
pings off his head and feet. After a while I got him
something hot to drink. I have forgotten whether it was
tea or coffee. I had rubbed his hands and ears with snow.
By the time father and mother came home he was quite
comfortable. Father had met him some place and was
very glad to have him in our home. Just think I had
rubbed snow on the ears of the Reverend Cushing Eells,
the founder of Whitman College. The Reverend Eells told
us about a small printing press which had been brought
from the Sandwich Islands and set up at Lapwai. Books
were printed in the Nez Perce language by the Reverend
Spalding. This was the first printing press in the North
west. "

WHITMAN COLLEGE BUDGET OFFICER
HELPS IMPROVE ARCHIVES:

November, 1989, was the month that R. R. "Pete"
Reid moved from his second floor office in Memorial,
where he has resided for the past 24 years as Treasurer,
to his new office on third floor where he sports a new
title: Special Assistant to the President and Secretary to
the Board of Trustees.

Those of us who know and work with Pete are pleased
that instead of retiring, which he was planning to do, he
accepted President Maxwell's offer to stay as his Special
Assistant.

Pete's knowledge of the College far exceeds mine and
so I depend upon his vast institutional background to
answer many of my questions. So, for selfish reasons, I

am pleased that he decided to remain at Whitman.
As he is now switching hats it is an appropriate time for

me to express to the supporters of the Whitman College
Archival Program that R. R. "Pete" Reid has continually
worked to make sure that your gifts to the archives were
properly taken care of. He was instrumental in our acquir
ing adequate shelving, temperature and humidity control
equipment, security controls, to mentiolJ a few, and he
made sure that the archival endowments were invested
to the benefit of the archival program. He also helped me
secure special funding for needed campus projects, such
as the Whitman Ciollege Art Inventory Project.

Without the help of Pete the archival program would
still be struggling with inadequate equipment and
facilities. Pete continually worked to make the archival
facilities a safe and secure place for the gifts that are con
tinually being received.

Whenever I needed major assistance I went to Pete,
and I can only imagine that my requests tried his patience
at times, but I never knew it. I can never remember Pete
giving me a flat "no!" answer. He was always willing to
try and find an answer.

It certainly was not a free lunch, for my requests had to
be backed with documentation and sound judgement,
but the rewarding aspect of working with Pete was that
he did not arbitrarily use the trite phrase "We cannot
afford it!" We would discuss the situation and then
would search for a way to resolve the problem. There
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were times when a solution could not be found, but I
knew that an honest attempt had been undertaken.

For those of us who work in, use, and support the
archival program we owe R. R. "Pete" Reid a sincere
vote of Thanks for his consistent interest in improving
the archival facilities and programs.

I look forward to his continued support and working
with him towards a better archival program.

Thank you Pete!

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF:

In my 1983 newsletter I announced that Dr. G.
Thomas Edwards, history professor at Whitman, "was
asked and consented to write the history (of Whitman
College)."

Recently I learned that this project has an interesting
historical twist.

In 1920 President S.B.L. Penrose recommended that
Professor W. D. Lyman, history department, undertake
writing a College history. The project had never been
done and President Penrose noted that "Imperfect
sketches have been made from time to time." Professor
Lyman accepted the responsibility and shortly thereafter
passed away. "Feeling the need for writing such a
history while living sources of information are still
available" President Penrose, with the assistance of
Walter Crosby Eells, undertook the project. This resulted
in the publication of Whitman, an Unfinished Story
(1935).

In the early 1980's President Robert A. Skotheim
asked Dr. Robert L. Whitner, history department, if he
would undertake writing a history of Whitman College.
Whitner had already done research on the early College
history and so he was an ideal choice. He agreed to
undertake the project but shortly thereafter passed
away. President Skotheim then turned to Professor
Edwards, who, after due consideration, consented to
accept the challenge. He started collecting material in
1983, using archival collections on both the west and
east coasts. His research has made it possible for several
articles and numerous presentations on the history of the
College.

The research and writing are progressing nicely and we
look forward to the final product.

WANT LIST:
WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR?

On several occasions donors have indicated that I
should publish a want list, so, here goes!

1. Whitman College Materials: photographs, movies,
publications, posters, artifacts, yearbooks - (Do not
assume we have all items generated by Whitman
College. Just recently we received a copy of the
1890 baccalaureate speech which we did not have).

2. Walla Walla Materials: photographs, movies, pub
lications, business records, catalogs - (It is my
understanding that a movie of "How the West Was
Won," a 1923 and 1924 Walla Walla pageant, was
produced. Anyone know where a copy can be ob
tained? This pageant was written by S.B.L. Penrose).

3. Good 8mm projector. (We have a collection of 8mm
films but no equipment to view them).



4. George A. Ogle Atlas for:
Asotin County. 1914 - 45 p.
Spokane County. 1921
Adams County. 1912
Lincoln County. 1911 - 189 p.
Grant County. 1917 - 111 p.
Klickitat County. (1913)

5. VCR. (The popularity of the College films has prompt
ed us to look at recording present day College events
on film so future reunion classes will have a visual
record of their college years).

6. Dogwood Press Materials. (We are always searching
for Dogwood Press/McCaffrey materials).

My best recommendation is: IF IN DOUBT,
CALL (509) 527·5191.

THE STATE OF WALLA WALLA:

Walla Walla Weekly Journal & Watchman,
June 11, 1886

Catholic Sentinel: The New York Herald approves of
the name of Walla Walla for the proposed new state to be
carved out of Washington territory. It is easy for the
tongue and harmonious to the ear. But if an assortment
of Indian names in that neighborhood is desirable for the
choice, the pending river and harbor bill furnishes it.
There are appropriations for the Skagit, Nooksack and
Snoqualmie rivers in Washington territory, and one
facetious representative (Mr. Cutcheon of Michigan)
nearly induced the house to add a thousand dollars to it,
to be expended in "straightening out the names of said
rivers. "

FOOTNOTE!

Some research has been conducted to determine when
this may have taken place, but after scanning the
Catholic Sentinel from February 1883 to June 11, 1886
the answer still eludes us.

OUR FIRST PRESIDENT
LEAVES WALLA WALLA:

Walla Walla Daily Statesman. July 11, 1892
Pg. 3, Col. 2

Dr. A. J. Anderson, who has for so many years been
identified with Wli1itman College and this city, we regret
has left us to take up his residences in Seattle. As pro
fessor of Whitman College he has made it what it is
today, a College known throughout the width and
breadth of the land as an institution second to none on
the Pacific coast. He has spent the best years of his life in
building it up and all our citizens will ever have a tender
spot in their hearts for him. As a citizen of Walla Walla he
has ever been foremost in everything pertaining to its
manifold interests in making known to the world our
great and manifold resources. He is a gentleman we can
ill afford to lose but the moister climate of Puget Sound
demands his removal thither, and the Statesman but
expresses the hope and wish of all that he will at some
future time return to the city he loves so well.

WAS A BUSY ONE:

On Friday, 28th, approximately 30 m'embers of the
Presidents Associates visited the library. After a Con-

tinental Breakfast in the library staff lounge, they
gathered in the Morgan Room where Acting President Ed
Foster and Library Director Henry Yaple spoke about the
College and the Library. After the presentations the
group was given demonstrations of the new computer
technology used in the public service area and a tour of
the new archival area. It was an interesting group, and
we had an opportunity to discuss some of the programs
that are being undertaken and projects we are thinking
about. As usual we did not have enough time, but it was
a rewarding time for me and I believe the same was true
for the Associates.

This was Alumni Weekend and we were visited by a
number of past and present donors to the archives. Allan
Krieg stopped by (if you remember Allan gave us a film he
had taken in 1949/50, and it was our first College film
preservation project). Also, Robert D. Church appeared
in my office bearing some additional photographs for our
files. Since 1981 Mr. Church has deposited an impres
sive collection of prints and negatives taken by his father,
W. D. Church.

On Saturday I met Eugene Fletcher, (Class of 1944),
who wrote Fletcher's Gang, a B-17 Crew in Europe,
1944-45. This volume was published in 1988 by the
University of Washington Press. He was very generous in
giving a copy of his book to the archives.

Saturday, through the help of Bob Freeman (Class of
1948), I met Richard E. Lowden (Class of 1949). Along
with our interest in trying to find out how we are related,
Mr. Lowden has some 8mm films he took while at
Whitman and he intends to send us the originals.

Sunday, April 30th, a very nice memorial service was
held in MacDowell Hall for Henrietta Baker Kennedy
(Class of 1914). Professors David Stevens and Tom
Howells reminisced about Mrs. Kennedy as an educator,
friend, and her approach to life. After the service a recep
tion was held in Baker Faculty Center.

Being from a pioneer Walla Walla family Mrs. Kennedy
had given the archives some' important historical papers.
Now her daughter, Betty Kennedy McFarland and her
grandson, R. L. McFarland, have continued to contribute
family papers.

TlD·BITS:

During the year I have given thirteen presentations,
reaching about 450 people. Most of the programs were
the showing of the 1931 Mill Creek Flood film, although
I did show the College films to several alumni groups.

We have exhausted the special film preservation fund
set aside by Dr. Skotheim in June of 1988. It is our hope
that archival endowment income will be sufficient to
allow us to continue this important project.

April 11 th Doug Nelson, Director, Safety and Secur
ity, made arrangements to have a Halon Extinguisher
placed on the outside wall of the ArchivesNault. It is an
important improvement and one that gives me much
greater peace of mind, just in case we do have a fire in
the archives.



Over a three month period of time Michael Smires,
Whitman College student and part-time electrician for
the College, did some electrical work in the new
study/work area. He moved several light switches into
the new study area so that we could have independent
control of the lights, rather than being a part of the main
library system. As the area is not open the same hours as
the general library, we wanted the ability to conserve
electricity and reduce the light damage to materials. He
also put in needed wall outlets.

Those areas under the skylights were much darker
than desirable, so Michael installed track lighting.

All this work has made our study area a much better
place to do research.

Rev. Gerry Snapp, Class of 1947, gave the Eells
Northwest Library and the Archives a plug in the August
1989 "55 Plus" booklet put out by the Walla Walla
Union-Bulletin advertising department. Gerry has been
good about promoting the strengths of the library and
the archives.

At the last formal meeting (November 15) of the Walla
Walla County Centennial Committee it was decided that
any unrestricted funds would be used to purchase Walla
Walla City and County newspapers on microfilm and
present the film to Penrose Memorial Library. These will
be papers filmed in the recent Washington State
Newspaper Microfilming Project. As the library is the
major depository for Walla Walla papers on film in the
Walla Walla area the committee felt this was a good in
vestment to strengthen community resources and to
contribute to a lasting legacy activity. This is a major
contribution to our newspaper resources and it is very
much appreciated.

Although our Archival Collection Development Policy
specified levels of collecting in the Pacific Northwest,
we did bend the rules this year. Wally Gendorn, who
was an aerial photographer in Europe during WW II, had
a small collection of Walla Walla Air Base photographs
that he was willing to give us. During' our conversation
he mentioned a collection of overseas photographs
taken during the war and wondered if we were in
terested. To shorten the story, I accepted over 1000
photographs take~ in and over France, Germany,
Holland, and England. It is an exciting collection and
when accessioned will be a valuable addition to our
resources. (This gift made the front page of the Union
Bulletin).

The Whitman College Oral History Project is taking
shape. Professors Tom Edwards and Don King, Whitman
College History Department, and Peggy Corley, member
of the Board of Overseers, have started the ball rolling by
finding six volunteer interviewers, and setting up a train
ing session early in 1990. The purpose is to interview as
many people possible on eras of time that are not
strongly supported by institutional records. With the loss
of resources like Fred Santler and Paul Harvey the im
mediacy of this project is vital.

In July of 1986 eight Japanese scholars (two teams of
four) visited the archives to use the Walter Crosby Eells
collection. They had received a research grant from the
Japanese Ministry of Education to conduct "A Com
prehensive Research on Japanese Education Documents
under the Occupation of the Allied Powers in the United
States."

This year we received a copy of the pamphlet telling of
the various collections the two teams found. Of course,
the W. C. Eells collection is noted.

At present, visiting instructor of history Antonia J.
"Toni" Levi is using this collection.

In my 20 years at Whitman we have had more interest
in this collection in the past three years than the
preceding seventeen. It certainly proves the point that
just because materials are not used constantly does not
mean they are not important.

As could be expected the archives program has a
number of, what I call, Field Volunteers. This is a large
group of people who are constantly looking for materials
that would improve our resources.

A couple examples are:
Harold and Margaret Graham (Class of 1934 and

1936), who are always on the alert. Recently I men
tioned our interest in finding a copy of Ogle's Atlas of
Garfield County (1913). Well, it was not long before
they had a copy for us.

Dick Perier, Class of 1958, gave us a copy of the Atlas
of Douglas County, by Ogle. He has also been a help in
finding unique McCaffrey/Dogwood Press materials,
many found in estate and yard sales in the PortlandNan
couver area.

Mrs. Harriette Robinson, Walla Walla private book
dealer, attends a large number of estate sales in Walla
Walla, and knowing of our interest in local materials
periodically finds items that we need. Recently she gave
us copies of letters from President Eaton's era, a con
troversial and interesting period of Whitman College
history.

The list of field volunteers could be quite extensive,
and I could fill a number of pages with what they are
doing for us. What I want to relay is that this group is
vital to the growth and strength of the archives and I
want each of you to know that we appreciate your sup
port and continuing help. THANK YOU!

The 123rd Annual Fair in Walla Walla was enhanced
by photographs from the archives. The 1989 Premium
List had a collection of eight agricultural scenes which
were from the Weister Collection. Lorelie Montgomery
put together a nice collection of early fair scenes from
the Armstrong Collection and displayed them in the
pavilion. She gave the archives a very nice credit line.
The local fire department used the Fire Department
photo collection to generate prints for their booth.

March 6th we received from the Whitman College Pro
duction Services (the people who do this newsletter) our
first published inventory. The Dorsey Syng Baker Family
Papers Inventory 1857-1902 is the final product of
Nancy Pryor's 2 + years work on the D. S. Baker papers.



We were fortunate to have the generous support of
Baker Boyer Bank in making this printing possible. For
those interested, copies are available - just let me
know.

At the end of June Arley Jonish retired from Whitman
College. When I arrived at Whitman (1969) Mr. Jonish
was the head Librarian and he was the person who hired
me. He was library director from 1967 to 1987, at
which time he accepted the position of Reference/
Bibliographer. He was active in this job for two years and
then decided to retire. Arley and I worked together on
many projects, the largest being the 1975 Stuart Addi
tion to the library. I wish him the best in his retirement.

August 4th spent the morning researching the map
files of the Portland Bureau of Land Management. I was
looking for early survey maps of Walla Walla County.
Over the years I have a number of people ask about these
maps and so decided we had better acquire copies. By
the time I was through I had found 74 maps, ranging in
date from 1861 to the turn of the century. Within a
couple of hours I had the copies in hand.

This fall, with the assistance of Larry Paynter, Instruc
tional Media Service, I was able to acquire a good used
16mm projector. Because of our film presentation project
we are having a greater demand to show films. At times it
was very inconvenient to find the necessary equipment,
so to better meet our needs I decided on this purchase.

Larry Paynter and his staff are always receptive to re
quests received from the archives. I have worked with
Larry for some 18 years and found him always willing to
help me solve audio visual problems, produce slides,
negatives, or prints, repair equipment, and generally
make my job much easier. I certainly do not know what I
would do without his assistance.

On the evening of October 26th the Walla Walla Area
Chamber of Commerce held its 1989 Annual Banquet at
Walla Walla Community College. Since 1962 Whitman
College has been a part of this program, 'presenting the
annual Town & Gown award to a member of the
Whitman Commupity. This year Keith Farrington,
Associate Professqr of Sociology, received the award.

I had the honor of announcing that the award was
being given in memory of Dr. Robert L. Whitner, who was
at Whitman from 1951 through 1982. Dr. Whitner was a
professor of Northwest History, in charge of the North
west Museum Collection, held several administrative
positions on campus, was a highly public spirited
gentleman, and in 1964 received the Town & Gown
Award.

When I arrived on campus Dr. Whitner took an interest
in my arrival and made an effort to help me adjust to a
new career. His help and guidance was a valuable con
tribution to my becoming the archivist at Whitman
College.

With the increase in the area where archival materials
are stored and used I became concerned about the ultra

violet light that the materials were being exposed to. To
reduce that deterioration factor Lowell Schneider, Direc
tor, Physical Plant, ordered 168 UV shields, which I in
stalled over our fluorescent tubes.

April 27th I picked up from Mr. Dale Voshell a nice col
lection of the Wallu/a Gateway, (early newspaper
published at Wallula, Washington) covering the years
from 1907-1912; 1927-1929; and 1931-1932. Several
years ago I picked up from Washington State University a
file of the Gateway covering a period of time from
1922-1942. Combining these two collections proved to
be a major contribution to the Washington State
Newspaper filming project.

ADMINISTRATORS COMMENT
ON ARCHIVES:

Academic institutions look to the future - to the
~ducation of new generations, to the discovery of new
knowledge. Paradoxically, colleges and universities can
not accomplish these missions without an equally deter
mined commitment to the past. On campuses, the
primary repository for the richness of the past is the
Library and, within a Library, archives are a uniquely
valuable resource.

It is not hyperbolic to state that our shared history can
disappear if the records of the past are not preserved.
Moreover, the primary documents of the past them
selves must survive if generations of scholars are to be
able to evaluate and reevaluate the tangible record of our
heritage. Thus, the critical importance of archives.
Whitman's archives are the treasure-house of the stuff
and substance of Whitman, of Walla Walla, and of the
region. Not only are they important; we dare not do
without them.

Edward E. Foster
May 8, 1989

Ed Foster said that "the Whitman Archives are the
treasure-house of the stuff and substance of Whitman,
of Walla Walla and of the region."

The College's commitment as well as that of alumni
and friends has grown each year. Campus and off
campus scholars have come to depend on this important
collection.

In my own work, I frequently call on Larry Dodd for
vital information I need to complete a current project.
Accordingly, I continue to be an enthusiastic advocate
for this important College activity and I encourage others
to join me.

Pete Reid, '49
December 15, 1989



(AP photo)
Larry Dodd, archivist for Northwest materials at the
Penrose Library at Whitman College, sits beside some
microfilmed copies of Walla Walla city and county
newspapers, and one of the earlier papers in the area
(foreground), the Washington Statesman.

centennial feature in the Union-Bulletin are gleaned from
perusal of the microfilmed century-old newspapers at
Whitman.

Because of the lack of funding to do the microfilming of
Walla Walla County newspapers, the College has not
been able to continue this at the pace it would prefer.

Aid in this microfilming was anticipated in recent years
with the Washington State Newspaper Project, which
could have been one of the most significant and lasting of
all programs to come out of the observance of the state's
Centennial this year. For the past three years the project
has conducted a massive effort to find, catalog, list in a
computer database and microfilm all newspapers
published in Washington since territorial days.

"This effort is one of the most extensive projects in the
nation," notes Thomas Joseph, project coordinator,
Washington State Library, Olympia.

With current funds (rapidly dwindling) the papers in the
greatest danger of disintegration will be preserved, he
added.

But, immediate funding is vital to continuing this pro
ject, he says. Because the state Legislature did not pro
vide funds to the state library for microfilming all

IN THE NEWS:

WALLA WALLA UNION·BULLETIN STAFF
WRITE ABOUT THE ARCHIVES:
Reporters Vance Orchard and Kathleen Obenland

Photographers Greg Lehman and Jeff Horner

Some thrived, died; all were dedicated
Newspapers of past carry colorful

rendition of WW history

By VANCE ORCHAFW
Of the Union-Bulletin

Recording the often colorful history of Walla Walla
County has been a vital concern of newspapers here
almost from the time the county was organized.

The first newspaper was started in 1861; Walla Walla,
both city and county, were formally organized in 1859.

That initial newspaper was named "Washington
Statesman." The Territory of Washington was fairly new
yet and the paper's founders doubtless felt they would
be a spokesman for the land which then includ~d the
present Idaho and part of Montana. Within a few years
new owners took over and the venture was renamed
"Walla Walla Statesman." Its purpose was to spearhead
actions of importance to the city and county and to duly
record primarily those activities of concern to this
county. The city and county were for several years to be
the wheel horse and center of activities for the emerging
territory.

And, so it has been with the many newspapers of the
city and the other communities of the county ...
publicizing events and people of their respective
bailiwicks, down through the years.

And, there truly has been a long list of papers which
has come and gone over the years, each dedicated to tell
ing its community story. Today, there is but one daily
paper in Walla Walla. In the past there have been many;
at one point. there were five dailies or weeklies at the
same time. Today, there is but one weekly newspaper,

. The Times in Waitsburg; at one time there were papers at
College Place, Wallula, Attalia, Burbank, Touchet, Dixie
and Prescott.

Preserving those newspapers, each rich with the
history of this county, has long been a program with
mUL;h dedication oh the part of Penrose Memorial Library
at Whitman Colle~e. Extreme care has been given to
these old publications, since paper products disintegrate
rapidly even in the most ideal conditions. Thus, the
library has for several years attempted to convert en- .
dangered paper files to microfilm, the most accepted
method today of seeing that newspaper records are
preserved.

Thanks to this microfilming, it is pointed out, many
history researchers have benefited and knowledge has
been gained and passed along to others because of this
microfilming. It is knowledge which might not otherwise
have been available, since only minimal handling of
fragile newsprint papers is usually permitted.

But, with microfilming, old newspapers of Walla Walla
County are available to the student, the professional
writer and to the rapidly rising numbers of people seeking
out their roots. The genealogical hobby is a very popular
one and increasing all the time. Material used in the daily
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newspapers, the project must raise some $50,000
across the 'State by September, Joseph says.

Archives of the Penrose Library at Whitman College
have already had benefits from the project and more will
come with successful funding, points out Larry Dodd,
archivist for Northwest materials at the library. He notes
that copies of Walla Walla city and county newspapers
have recently gone to Olympia to be microfilmed.

Those wishing to learn more about the newspaper
preservation project may contact Dodd at the College
library.

FOOTNOTE:

On July 11 Thomas Joseph, Washington Newspaper Coordinator,
picked up from the library 42 Walla Walla City and County newspaper
titles and took them to Olympia to be microfilmed.

It was estimated that this filming project would create approximately
240 reels of 35mm film of Walla Walla newspapers.

I was extremely worried that the newspaper project would not be able
to meet their original goal. The Washington State Library had planned to
help support this project, but when the State Legislature cut their
budget the newspaper project had a $110,000 short fall. Project per
sonnel began a drive to find supporters who could make up this deficit.
Private donations (individuals and organizations), public and county
libraries donated over $75,000. Finally, to make sure the project would
be totally financed a $30,000 special appropriation from the Governor's
Emergency Fund was granted to the project. The goal had been reached
and the Washington newspapers earmarked to be filmed would now be
accomplished.

Doctor's notes: Window on Walla Walla
Nancy Pryor delves with gusto

into journal at Penrose

By VANCE ORCHARD
Of the Union-Bulletin

Her research efforts in the papers and records of the
Dorsey S. Baker family have been rewarding for retired
state librarian Nancy Pryor.

That research has revealed much Northwest history
that will be treasures into which future historians may
delve with rich rewards, says this Whitman College
library volunteer.

"I have learned a lot about area history while doing this
research of the Baker papers," Pryor notes.

"Some people do needlepoint, but this is mine - to me
it's quite calming to sit here and go over these papers - I
really enjoy it. I can sit here and feel, quite. likely, that I'm
close if not on the spot where Dr. Baker and his son,
Henry, in later years, sat while writing in their journals."

Pryor says the B~ker home was located quite close to
the site of the present Penrose Memorial Library on the
Whitman College campus. Her research room in the Eells
Northwest section of the library (part of a recently
opened remodeling of the section) looks out upon the
College campus'. Four acres of the Baker home was given
by Dorsey Baker for the College to be built upon.

Pryor, a native of Walla Walla and a daughter of Dixie
pioneers, retired in 1985 after about 20 years with the
state library in Olympia. Before retirement she had been
for several years in charge of the Northwest Room at the
Olympia facility. Born in Walla Walla to Russell and Ethel
(Cornwell) Blankenship, Pryor also was reared in Seattle.
Her father, for a few years teacher of English at Whitman,
went to the University of Washington, where he taught
American literature.

Her mother is "the Dixie connection," Pryor says. It is
the Cornwell family home on the western outskirts of
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(Union-Bulletin photos by Jeff Horner)
Nancy Pryor, retired state librarian, volunteers her time to
transcribe the journals ofDr. Dorsey Baker at the Penrose
Library at Whitman College. She says the research has
revealed rich insights into the history of Washington
state.

Dixie that she and husband, Tom, have been refurbishing
since her retirement and return to this area.

Shortly after she came back in 1985, Pryor offered her
services to the College library and was assigned to work
with Larry Dodd, in charge of archives in the Northwest
section.

"They had a book (journal of records, etc.) - of Frank
Baker, a son of Dorsey, which was in very fragile condi
tion," Pryor says. "I transcribed that first, then soon
turned to a book about Dorsey Baker, written by another
son, Will, 'Forty Years a Pioneer.' I had to read it to verify
some of the names and other handwritten material in the
Frank Baker journals.

"Then, I noted Will Baker kept referring to the diaries
kept by his father."

Pryor says she learned the College library held those
diaries and was soon turning her talents to transcribing
them and was working on the correspondence of the
pioneer doctor-merchant-banker-philanthropist.

The Dorsey Baker papers have been completed and a
printed guide to those written records from 1857 to
1902 has recently come off the presses.

Pryor has now turned to the records maintained by
the third son of Dorsey Baker, Henry Baker, father of
Henrietta Baker Kennedy, who only recently died at 94.

Henry Baker had charge of the Baker real estate ven
tures, which were found in Idaho, Oregon and Washing
ton. Pryor is cataloging by county in Washington and
finds a great deal of material in Whatcom County.
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''I'm finding some very interesting reading in this
material," she observes.

Pryor also notes that a member of the Baker family,
Ruth Kimball, has recently joined the volunteer corps of
the library and is assisting Pryor in this work.

"She is a part of the Baker family, so she helps a lot in
this phase," Pryor says.

Dorsey Baker had three wives. The first, Caroline
Tibbetts Baker, died at 29. She was survived by four
children: Edwin Franklin, Mary Elizabeth (later, Mrs.
Miles C. Moore), Henry Clay Dorsey and Walla Walla
Willie (Will). Three other children died in infancy.

Dr. Baker married Mary Legier in Illinois. She became ill
on the trip west and died in Walla Walla a few weeks
later.

Dr. Baker married Elizabeth Millican McCullough in
1867. They had eight daughters, four of whom died dur
ing a diptheria epidemic. Four who survived were: Ida
Mabel (Mrs. Louis Anderson), Anna Amelia (Mrs. T. C.
Elliott), Rosalia Imogene (Mrs. E. L. Smith), and Ada
Louise (Mrs. L. D. Lewis).

Dorsey Baker never practiced medicine in the North
west. In Portland, he had opened a hardware business
and in 1860 had opened a branch store in Walla Walla.
Then, because Walla Walla seemed so destined to
become a thriving center of trade for the developing min
ing region, he moved his family here in 1861.

And, Walla Walla did become a bustling city, the
leading city in the Territory of Washington for that
matter.

The city sprung up around the army post, established
here in 1856, but there are several other reasons it
became a business and residential center, Pryor asserts.

"The Indians preferred this area for starters 
Hudson's Bay Company, while it had its fur trading post
on the Columbia, had its farming operations here and its
employees lived around the valley - the Whitmans had
established their mission nearby and the weather was ex
cellent."

It wasn't so excellent that first winter, however, and
Baker must have had some qualms because "that winter
of 1861-62 was the worst seen in these parts."

But Dorsey Baker "stuck it out," and soon had his
brother-in-law, John Boyer, talked into,coming here from
the East as well.

"Dr. Baker's letters to Boyer assured Boyer of the
many opportunities that lay in the West and especially in
Walla Walla," PrYQr says.

The Baker interests were far flung and varied, Pryor
says. While he had opened his Walla Walla career in the
mercantile business, he was soon turning to banking and
the acquisition of land, all of which led him into the
building of his 3D-mile railroad to the Columbia River 
and shipping to the world.

While he is probably best known for his building a bank
or a railroad, Dorsey Baker's interests in acquiring land
were phenomenal, Pryor notes.

"He was very, very successful in that," she says.
For what should Dorsey Baker be most recognized?
"He should be remembered best for a capitalist - that

would cover it all," Pryor responds.
Not only was Dorsey Baker a capitalist, he was a

philanthropist who believed in broadening the base of his
chosen community as much as possible and what Walla
Walla is today can be attributed in a sizable share to the
man, believes Pryor.

"Dr. Baker was not a wealthy man by any means when
he started the railroad," Pryor notes, "but, he would not
take money from the bank to finance the project. Years
later, his son, Will, asked his father why he had not used
the funds of investors to build the railroad.

'''No, I would never have done that,' Dorsey Baker
responded, 'It was my personal money.'

"I think that is very admirable," Pryor says. "But,
that's the principle Dorsey Baker and the Bakers after him
followed. "

Pryor is convinced that any listing of top families of
Walla Walla would have to place this family at the top.

Pryor says the assembling of the Baker papers, when
completed, will "be a real help to researchers attempting
to better understand the history of Washington."

Photos picture life at
WW Army Air Base

By KA THLEEN OBENLAND
Of the Union-Bulletin

The days of the Walla Walla Army Air Base were a
period thought nearly lost to historians, until now.

Photographs of the base were classified, and were
destroyed after they fulfilled their purposes.

But recently a collection of pictures that survived was
uncovered. Penrose Memorial Library has acquired 30 to
40 photographs of the Army air base that existed here in
the early to mid-1 940s.

The collection also contains World War II memorabilia
and hundreds of aerial photographs taken over Europe.

Larry Dodd of Penrose considers the collection, in par
ticular the Walla Walla photographs, quite rare.

"The real importance of this is there are very few
photographs out ot that era," he said. "We have
searched for them, but never found any. Because they
were classified they were all supposed to be destroyed."

The pictures include a soldier on a bicycle, men loung
ing around their quarters, people dancing, more than 100
men marching in formation across a field that is now the
Walla Walla Regional Airport, a plane, and a woman lean
ing against a counter.

They were taken by Wally Gendron, an Army
cameraman who served at bases in England and the
United States, and shot aerial photographs over France,
Germany, Belgium and Holland.

Gendron's collection of pictures from the Walla Walla
air base came to Penrose through Walla Walla historian
and author Robert Bennett. Bennett met Gendron on a
golf course. That encounter led to the donation of the pic
tures.

Gendron, a resident of Portland, also has volunteered
to help the library sort through the pictures and informa
tion.

"It is our desire to preserve history, and part of that is
through the preservation of photographs," Dodd said.
" ...We're always trying to fill in the gaps where our
resources are weak.

"One of those gaps is the Army air base. There has
been a lot of interest in it, but very little information
available about it. It really is an area that needs
research. "

The photographs will be kept in the archives on the
library's third floor. While they will not be displayed, they
will be available to the public for research.



In its heyday, the air base was visited by noted
celebrities, including James Cagney.

It was a training ground for pilots before they went
overseas to fight. Debris from planes that went down
during training exercises still can be found in the area,
Dodd said.

He referred to Gendron as an "archivist's delight."
Gendron saved things that most people would have
tossed years ago, such as a list of what should be packed
in a duffle bag, propaganda dropped over Germany, and a
survival kit.

The kit included a tiny compass. If the soldier was cap
tured, he or she was to tie the compass to a thread, tie
the other end of the thread to a tooth, and swallow the
compass. It could be pulled back up later.

Also donated was an invasion letter from Dwight D.
Eisenhower dated 1944 that begins "You are about to
embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have
striven these many months.

"The eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and
prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with
you."

It concludes, " ...The free men of the world are
marching together to Victory. I have full confidence in
your courage, devotion to duty and skill in battle. We will
accept nothing less than full Victory! Good Luck! And let
us all beseech the blessing of Almighty God upon this
great and noble undertaking."

GRAY ENDOWMENT:

In the early history of Whitman College the name of
W. H. Gray appears a number of times. Gray, a member
of the 1836-1847 Pacific Northwest American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions Missionaries,
played an important role in early Walla Walla Valley Mis
sionary activities and in having a marker erected in
memory of Marcus and Narcissa Whitman at Waiilatpu.
To recognize Gray's work at Waiilatpu and his endeavors
to have a memorial established for the Whitmans, S.B.L.
Penrose, in his 1916 Annual Report to the Board of
Overseers, emphasized that the name Gray should be
"associated with that of Marcus Whitman in this institu
tion (Whitman College)." Penrose went on to report his
work with members of the Gray family to have the bodies

William H. and Mary Dix Gray

of William H. and Mary Dix Gray moved from their
original resting place at Astoria, Oregon, to Waiilatpu, so
that they could rest at the "side of Dr. and Mrs. Whitman
at Waiilatpu and that their fame should be preserved
equally at Whitman College."

In the October 16, 1916, Walla Walla Daily Bulletin, it
was reported that "- President S.B.L. Penrose and
other officials of the College, with the approval of the
(Gray) descendants, had the remains brought to
Waiilatpu and interred beside Dr. and Mrs. Whitman. 
The reunion of these two friends, - seems singularly
appropriate and will contribute effectively to the fame of
Whitman College as 'The College of the Pioneers.' "

On October 31 st, the Trustees of the Walla Walla
Commercial Club unanimously passed a resolution
honoring the Grays and "Pledged itself to join with
Whitman College in keeping both their graves and their
memory green, believing that the story of these great
patriots must ever be an inspiration to their loyal
countrymen. "

On Wednesday, November 1st, 1916, members of the
Gray family, Whitman College students and faculty,
members of the Walla Walla Pioneer Association and
Walla Walla Commercial Club assembled at Waiilatpu to
dedicate the new burial site for William H. and Mary Dix
Gray.

November 1, 1916. Memorial service at Great Grave,
Waiilatpu, in honor of William H. and Mary Dix Gray.

(As the historical contribution this year I have chosen
the paper presented by W. D. Lyman, history professor
at Whitman, at the ceremony.)

In June of 1917 the Whitman College Alumni Associa
tion elected "a number of survivors of the Whitman
Massacre and others who had gone to school at Dr.
Whitman's mission -" as honorary members. One ofthe
people honored was the daughter of W. H. and Mary D.
Gray, Mrs. Caroline A. Kamm, who had been born at
Waiilatpu on October 16, 1840.

In 1920 Mrs. Kamm sent to Whitman College a "bun
die of Black Walnut trees," which Dr. Penrose had
planted at Waiilatpu. She also was presenting the College
with books and family documents.

During this time Dr. Penrose was trying to raise suffi
cient funds to construct a library building on the Whitman
campus.

To help sell his plan Dr. Penrose asked the College
architect, Ellis F. Lawrence, of Portland, to design the
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building. When the drawing was completed the esti
mated cost was $250,000.

Dr. Penrose, knowing something of Mrs. Kamm's
financial situation and having worked with her on several
occasions, decided that she was an appropriate can
didate to fund the library project, so he began a campaign
to convince her of the benefit of such a gift.

In January of 1921 Mrs. Kamm "made a gift of
$10,000" to an endowment fund in memory of her
parents. Again, in 1925, she donated a second $10,000
gift and Dr. Penrose wrote to her saying that, "We will
set aside the money, adding it to the equal sum pre
viously given by you."

An E. F. Lawrence drawing of the proposed W. H. Gray
Memorial Library.

Although the $20,000 endowment was quite gener
ous, Dr. Penrose was looking for the $250,000 needed
to build the library building. He continued to solicit her
support for the construction of a "fireproof library
building sufficient for a college of five hundred students"
and he wanted the Grays to be "singled out and com
memorated in a beautiful building which will bear their
names alone."

In 1932, when Dr. Penrose learned that Mrs. Kamm
had passed away, he anticipated that her will would set
forth library building funds, but to his surprise Whitman
College was not mentioned. His hopes to finance the
William H. Gray Memorial library were gone.

Dr. Penrose had spent at least 30' years trying to find
funding to build a library building, and his attempt to build
the Gray Memorial Library was his last chance, for within
two years of Mrs. Kamm's death Dr. Penrose retired. In
fact, it would tie another 23 years before a building
would be constructed just for the library, and that
building bears the name of the President who worked so
hard to have such a building constructed, Penrose
Memorial Library.

Today the William H. Gray and Mary Dix Gray Endow
ment has been designated to help support the archival
program. This is an appropriate use of the income as the
Northwest and Whitman College Archives has a nice col
lection of Gray materials.

THE PLACE OF WILLIAM H. GRAY
IN OUR HISTORY:

By W. D. LYMAN November 1, 1916

The event which we are celebrating today conveys a
profound and unique significance. The sacred dust of

two of the foremost of the builders of Old Oregon are this
day joined with that of the martyrs of Waiilatpu in its
most historic spot of the great Northwest. It is fitting that
this union take place here and now.

W. H. Gray came to Oregon with the Whitmans and
Spaldings in 1836. Two years later, in company with
Cushing Eells and Elkanah Walker and their wives, and
his own bride, he crossed the continent again.

For five momentous and strenuous years he continued
his indispensable work as secular agent of the Missions.
He then went to the Willamette Valley to make his home.

When the tragedy of Waiilatpu ended the lives of
Marcus and Narcissa Whitman, and their mutilated
bodies found a final rest at the spot where now we stand,
many long years of achievement remained for W. H.
Gray and Mary Gray. They attained a good old age, and
were laid away at their home town of many years,
Astoria. The removal of their honored remains to a final
reunion with the earlier martyrs of the Missions is
eminently fitting. The heroes and heroines of our earlier
days came together. They wrought together to one great
end, nothing less than the establishment of Christian
civilization in this grand and fruitful wilderness. Though
the times and manner of their death were widely
separate, they belong together. In this solemn presence,
with these sacred memories around us, we may realize
with new force the permanent unity of those men and
women who had permanent and beneficent aims.

While this is a significant occasion to all those of
pioneer stock as well as all who appreciate the grandeur
of the age of mission building and state building, indeed
to all genuine Americans - and that includes, I doubt
not, all here present - significant as it truly is to all such,
yet it has a unique interest to Whitman College. Our
College has peculiarly rich and inspiring antecedents. It is
itself a living heritage of consecrated and self-sacrificing
toil. As therefore, this occasion is in itself fitting, it is also
fitting that the students and faculty and officers and
trustees of Whitman participate to a special degree in this
new consecration of the soil of Waiilatpu.

To me personally, if I may venture a personal word, this
day brings feelings which perhaps it can bring to no other
of the representatives of Whitman College. For I am
doubtless the only one who personally ever saw those
whom we are now commemorating. As a boy I knew
them so well and have had so many associations with the
members of their family, and so many memories of my
own family and of my own most intimate life experiences
come so clearly into the same field of vision, that this
occasion casts a flood of light across all my past years.
To those of you to whom this event cannot in the nature
of things be so vivid as it is to me, I would say that I hope
to hold up before you such a vision of what Mr. Gray was
in the making of Oregon history, that it may occupy
henceforth a place of its own in your minds.

Today, here at Waiilatpu, with the present and all its
achievements before our eyes, but with the past rising on
every side of the horizon of the present, I am thinking of
William H. Gray as both a type and an individual. I am
thinking of him as an example of the two most
characteristic manifestations of the Americanism of the
Nineteenth Century; the Pioneer movement and the Mis
sionary movement. What a history is encompassed
within those two words, Pioneer, Missionary! The most
majestic movement of population in modern history is
that of the American people across the continent. That



cavalcade of pioneer wagon trains across the plains had
the inevitableness of the course of the sun through the
heavens, or of the Procession of the Equinox. It was a
part of the necessary evolution of humanity.

That is the way in which we now can view it in the
large and in the retrospect. To those who wrought out its
daily stages there was little time to philosophize about it
or estimate it in the abstract as an epoch in world history.

We now in the plenitude of our comforts, our inheri
tance from their toils, can hardly feel otherwise than
rebuked and even ashamed of our lives of ease. To our
fathers and mothers and grandparents, came the task of
laying the foundation stone of our now stately struc
tures. To them on their march across the wilderness were
the days of weariness and dust and heat, the nights of
stampede and sickness and chill, and savage eyes of
beasts or man watching them through the darkness.

To them were the lonely bivouac, the unrecorded
death, the deserted grave. And yet, unrealized by most of
them, there was borne at the head of the column the ark
of the new covenant of Americanism, "the last best hope
of earth," "government of the people, by the people, and
for the people." Unrealized by most, probably by all of
them, there was within that ox-team caravan a wondrous
power of germination, by which, in the fullness of time, it
was to blossom forth into a stately group of American
Commonwealth, even 'till the great trail of emigration
broke into farms and cities against the verge of the
Pacific Ocean, where East is West and West is East,
where Occident and Orient clasp hands over the last
achievement of Man.

If to those pioneers the march from the Missouri to the
Columbia was heartbreaking, and if the settlement in the
wilderness with scarcely any implements but bare hands
was tedious and toilsome, they might well have com
forted their weary hours with those uplifting lines of
Emerson:

"Knows he who tills his narrow field
To plant his scanty corn,
What mystic fruit those acres yield
At midnight and at morn?"
The midnight and the morn, with all the might of the

Nineteenth Century, were behind those Pioneers; and the
American Nation, forty-eight great states from Plymouth
Rock to the Silver and Golden Gates; and from Great
Lakes to the Gulf, is the mystic fruitage of those narrow
acres of the Pioneer age. But that was only one of the
two great movements which marked the middle of the
Nineteenth Century. The decades of the Twenties and
Thirties were characterized by great religious awaken
ings. The thought that the kingdoms of this world
belonged to the Lord and his Christ, took possession of
the sensitive and reverent minds of that time, and the
missionary movement was its natural fruit.

I know of nothing better symbolizing the unison of the
Pioneer movement and the Missionary movement than
the incident of the journey of the Whitman party. Stand
ing on one of the highest passes of the Rockies on the
Fourth of July, they celebrated the day by song and
speech and prayer; and with the Stars and Stripes over
them, gazing down the long vista of the Snake River
Valley, they took possession in the name of the American
Union and the Church of Jesus Christ.

The American Pioneer and the American Missionary
joined hands that day in the most significant union of the
Century.
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Now William H. Gray, to my mind, more perfectly than
anyone else, was the embodiment of the duality,
American pioneer and American missionary. With his
strong will, his firmness, even his sterness - and a man
had to have a good deal of iron in him to do what Gray
did - he was the genuine American frontiersman, just as
Mrs. Gray, with her culture, her gracious ways, her
beauty, her elegance even, which I so well remember and
which she preserved even in the meager resources of
social life in Old Oregon, was a perfect embodiment of
the best pioneer womanhood. It should be remembered
that Mr. Gray was the secular agent of the Whitman mis
sion. That gave rise to a peculiar situation when he was
at Fort Vancouver at the headquarters of the Hudson's
Bay Company; for the magnates of the Fort, brought up
with the stiff etiquette of English society, and supposing
that Gray was of an inferior social rank on account of his
industrial duties, assigned him a place at the table with
the servants. To the keen, shrewd Yankee, with his bluff
independence, this blunder was merely amusing.

On account of his secular work with the mission, and
his subsequent connection with business enterprises 
farmer, stockraiser, steamboatman, politician, custom
house inspector - it has not been fully understood that
he had a devoted missionary spirit and was genuinely
devout in the temper and disposition of his mind. In his
life we find blended in perfect proportion, those two
dominant features of his time, the Pioneer character and
the Missionary character.

But we would now rather place the chief weight of our
thought upon William H. Gray as the individual rather
than William H. Gray as the type. What were those traits
of mind and character which made him one of the master
builders in his day and generation? I should say that these
controlling mental qualities were a clearness and direct
ness of mind, a capacity of distinguishing people and
things from each other, a practical common-sense and in
genuity, a certain alertness of the faculties which were
indispensabl~ to success in the sphere in which his life
was cast. In respect to character, I should say that his
dominant qualities were patience, fortitude, resolution,
will-power, tenacity, the moral characteristics essential
to success to that race of men who hewed the forests
and spanned the rivers and ran the rapids and planted
civilization. The occasion demanded strength, purpose
and capacity to see the facts. With those traits which of
necessity belonged to all the pathfinders, and which Mr.
Gray possessed in greater intensity than most, there
went, also of necessity, a positiveness, at times even an
intolerance and a harshness of judgment, which our
easier and softer time can hardly appreciate and is apt to
criticize unduly. Life was extremely real and concrete to
men in this country in the Thirties and Forties. They
peeled off the superficial wrappings and got down to the
core of realities very directly and rapidly. They had very
little time or facilities or inclination to palaver and make
believe, and pile up the fripperies and bunkum which
pass current in older and more superficial communities. If
they thought a man was a liar and a fraud and a thief 
why liar and fraud and thief it was. Our Pilgrim Fathers in
Oregon, like those of an earlier day, and like most men in
dead earnest, when starvation and massacre were camp
ing on their trail, were likely to hold views and use expres
sions which to the later generations often seem bitter and
intolerant. But it must be remembered that these less



amiable manifestations, like the epoch in which they
existed, were also inevitable.

It should be remembered also that with those traits
there often coexisted the most kindly and generous and
sympathetic disposition. Mr. Gray has been deemed by
many to have possessed in very full measure those stern
and rugged pioneer qualities; but I call up as among my
most pleasing memories of him certain incidents in which
the real underlying and intrinsic geniality and kindliness
of the man blossomed out suddenly like fragrant flowers
in a cleft of the rocks. With him, as with most of his com
panion builders, the rocks were all on the outside. It was
all warm and fertile soil beneath.

In order to convey my impression of the place which it
seems to me Mr. Gray is entitled to hold in Northwest
history, I can perhaps best allude to certain events in his
life, widely different and illustrating in their difference the
varied nature of his enterprise as well as his own
character.

The first of these events was in connection with his
return to the East in 1837. The special aim of that
journey was to report to the Missionary Society and to
secure added help. In the portion of his journal published
in the Whitman College Quarterly of June, 1913, we find
his own account of adventures upon that journey, which
well illustrated his undaunted and resourceful nature. He
went with a small party of Hudson's Bay people and a
number of Pend Oreille Indians. In the Blackfoot country
they were attacked by those savage Indians, sworn
enemies of the Pend Oreilles. A number were killed on
both sides. Later, Gray himself was captured by the
Sioux. The nonchalance with which he narrates these
and other adventures - such as would have seemed
hair-raising to most people - give some conception of
the nerve of the man.

Another event in his life illustrates both his enterprising
and adventurous nature, as well as the fortitude, pa
tience and taciturnity with which he met the various
turns of fortune's wheel.

Having taken up a farm on Clatsop Plains, and having
formed the impression that sheep-raising would be
profitable there, he went East and purchased a band of
sheep and drove them across the plains. The journey
must have been one of distressing ha~dship and danger.
But despite all obstacles he got most of them safely
across. Reaching Portland with his dear-bought and
precious stock, he put them on a flat-boat and floated
down the Columbia. Everything went well on the river
and his boat was; all ready to be tied up on the south
bank, almost within sight of his farm. His nerve-racking
enterprise seemed just ready tc;> be crowned with
success, when suddenly just at the critical moment of ty
ing up the boat, a heavy squall from the south struck the
bank, the half-fastened ropes slipped off, his assistants
lost their heads, and the flat-boat swung out into the river
and the frantic rowing was unable to turn it back. Driven
by the wind, the boat with its hard-won cargo went on
into the broad stream, five miles across, and every sheep
was washed overboard and drowned. In the face of such
an overwhelming catastrophe and cruel disappointment,
Gray never lost a moment in repining. He just shut his lips
a little tighter, went to work to repair his broken fortune
as best he could, secured a few sheep from other sources
and went right on with his enterprise, though sadly
crippled.
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Still another incident well illustrates his bold and nervy,
one might say, dare-devil disposition. In the early sixties
discoveries of gold in Idaho caused a stampede to the
mines, second only to the great rush to California ten
years before. There was a tremendous demand for food
and other miners' supplies. Gray conceived the idea that
he might load a sailboat at Wallula and sail up the Snake
River to the mouth of the Clearwater with a load of sup
plies and realize a large profit. He accordingly built his
boat - for he could turn his hand to almost anything 
on Osoyoos Lake, way up the Okanogan. He descended
that stream to the Columbia, then down the great river to
Wallula, having to run Rock Island and Priest Rapids, no
mean exploit in itself. At Wallula he loaded up with flour
and hams and other supplies, and under a brisk wind,
such as sometimes blow in that section of the river even
now, he sailed prosperously up the Columbia and the
Snake as far as Five Miles Rapids. He had with him his
son, the same whom we have the honor and pleasure to
welcome here today, then a sixteen-year-old lad, and
another boy of the same age.

Five-miles was too stiff for the sailboat. They hung
awhile in the swift water, drifting back and advancing,
only to drift back again. The son suggested that they
might fail in the bold undertaking. "My son," said the
father, "there is no such word as fail in my vocabulary."
He then instructed the two boys what to do. He pointed
out to them a sharp rock rising at the upper edge of the
swiftest water. "Now," he said, "You boys take all the
rope we have, put it into the rowboat, go over to the bank
and tow the boat up 'til you are above the rapids, then
head down for that rock, land on it and fasten all the rope
you have to the rock and come down the rapids with the
loose end toward the sloop. We will catch the rope,
fasten the end to the capstan, and wind ourselves right
up to the rock above the swiftest water, taking the
chance that there will be enough wind to send us on.
Your small boat will likely be capsized but if it is, you both
know how to swim." It didn't look like a holiday sail, but
the program was carried out exactly, even including the
upset for the boys and swimming to the sloop. Up they
went with the capstan, and when they got near the rock
the wind struck so heavy that they were under such a
headway that they had to chop off the rope to keep from
being snapped up to the rock. The voyage was crowned
with success for they reached Lewiston with the cargo in
very good condition.

The incidents just narrated are typical of the man and
the times, while not in themselves of great public impor
tance. But we must now speak of one of the most
momentous events in the history of the Northwest; one
most illustrative of American character, and the one
especially in which Mr. Gray performed a leading part. It
was also his most conspicuous public service after his
entrance -into Oregon.

The event to which we allude was the formation of the
Provisional Government of Oregon in 1843. That event,
little in itself, a handful of settlers gathering on the bank
of the Willamette to agree upon a frame of government,
was one of the turning points of history. From the time of
the Joint Occupation Treaty between England and the
United States in 1818, renewed in 1828, down to 1843,
Oregon was disputed territory. The gigantic Hudson's
Bay Company stretched its Briarian arms from California
to the Arctic Circle and its fundamental aim was to keep
that vast region for fur-bearing animals and Indians.



Dr. McLoughlin, the Chief Factor at Vancouver, the
capital of Oregon, was one of the best and most humane
of men; but the policy of the great monopoly was to keep
American settlers out. A few Americans had drifted in
from one side or the other, by sea and land. The love of
the homeland, the hope of land and wealth for
themselves, with some the larger vision of world
progress, with all that indefinable craving of Western
Americans to create, to build, to do some big thing,
animated those few lonely settlers.

They were a feeble folk, seemingly to enter the lists
against the greatest company and the strongest maritime
nation on earth. But the little David of American settlers
and missionaries had the stones in his sling for a center
shot at the Goliath for Fur Monopoly. It was the stone of
the American home in the sling of the Nineteenth Cen
tury; and David prevailed mightily.

May 2nd, 1843, is a great day in the calendar of the
Northwest. On that day the settlers, American and
British, in the Willamette, voted 52 to 50 to form a
government on American lines and to urge the Congress
of the United States to come to their relief and to look for
ward to ultimate acquisition. Of the thrilling story of the
stages by which the vote on that narrow margin was
secured we may not now speak, but we may emphasize
the fact that William H. Gray was the animating soul of
the organization. I cannot forebear incorporating here
the resolutions which he offered in the meeting which led
to the deciding one, which was the turning point in their
deliberation and which may be considered the preamble
to the constitution of Oregon. After declaring that no one
could question the wisdom and rightfulness of measures
looking to protecting their stock from wild beasts, he
went on this: "How is it, fellow citizens, with you and
me, with our wives and children? Have we any organiza
tion on which we can rely for mutual protection? Is there
any power in the country sufficient to protect us and all
that we hold dear, from the worse than wild beasts that
threaten and occasionally destroy our cattle? We have
mutually and unitedly agreed to defend our cattle and
domestic animals; now, therefore, fellow citizens, I sub
mit and move the adoption of the following resolution,
that we may have protection for our lives and persons, as
well as our cattle and herds - Resohred: that a commit
tee be appointed to take into consideration the propriety
of taking measures for the civil and military protection of
this colony."

It was upon thl? report of the committee thus provided
for that the vote; of May 2nd, was taken. The great ir
revocable step 0as taken. One of the milestones in
history was set for good.

Oregon became American. The Provisional Govern
ment was one of several forces without which it would
probably not have been. If Mr. Gray had done nothing
else, his leadership in the Provisional Government would
entitle him to the reverential regard of every son and
daughter of the Northwest. On the day that the settlers
on the Willamette voted for an American Organization,
Marcus Whitman was on the plains leading a wagon train
of a thousand Americans to Oregon - and another of the
decisive steps was in course of fulfillment.

"From Eastern rock to sunset wave
The continent was ours."

The great work of Gray's later years was his History of
Oregon. This must ever be regarded as one of the most
valuable of all the original authorities. Nevertheless, it
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has been subjected to much criticism. This has been due
to two reasons. First, he was so intense in his views and
in such dead earnest in his estimate of the strenuous
events and the deadly perils in which his life had been
cast, that he could not condone what he thought wrong,
and hence his words were sometimes stinging and ex
treme. His dislike of the policy of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany and of Jesuits was intense and perhaps extreme.
Yet, anyone that knew him could not do otherwise than
recognize his clearness of vision, his rugged honesty,
and his unstudied independence. The second reason for
criticism is found in the fact that he had not acquired
what might be called the bookmaker's art of arrangement
and system; and hence his book has abrupt transitions
and occasional obscurities which make it in places, rather
difficult reading. Yet he possessed some great literary
gifts. He had a clear, sharp, terse style, and some of his
keen, shrewd delineations of man and things, and his
vivid descriptions of the country with such an eye for
both beauty and utility, show that under more favorable
conditions he might have acquired a literary style of high
power. As it is, even with the criticisms that have been
directed at this history, it must be admitted that it is the
most valuable single contribution by one of the builders
to the history of Oregon.

This day we dedicate anew this once tragic, now
peaceful spot, the Mission ground of Waiilatpu. Mis
sionary, scout, pioneer, farmer, steamboat pilot, road
builder, boat-builder, stock-raiser, constitution-maker,
state-builder, historian - in private life honest and sym
pathetic, in public life far-sighted, patriotic, vigilant,
public spirited - William H. Gray assuredly has won a
foremost place in the great Hall of Fame of the Builders of
Oregon. And more: the influence of those who repose
here is a world possession and contains within itself
evidence of potency which is to redeem this world. As I
look down this peaceful valley with this historic Walla
Walla River taking its course to the Great River of the
West, and that in turn to cast into the greatest Ocean the
accumulated floods from this vast and fruitful section of
the continent, I am thinking how the lives of these
martyrs of Waiilatpu are still moving on in the gathered
floods of history 'til they shall be spread abroad into the
great ocean of world life. As we look down the long vista
of coming centuries,we can realize how this spirit of the
American Pioneer and American Missionary will
sometime bring world peace and world salvation.

I think of that burst of eloquence with which Senator
Hoar closed a great speech by imagining a monument to
Human Liberty reared on Plymouth Rock by successive
generations of American Pioneers and Builders.

Here in this presence, with all these memories around
us, we can imagine a companion monument; but this is
reared to the Spirit of Human Brotherhood.

From its topmost pinnacle shall float the commingled
folds of the Stars and Stripes and the white banner of the
World's Redeemer, and under their sway there will
sometime be realized in very truth that vision of a
multitude of the heavenly host singing, "Glory to God in
the Highest, peace on earth, good will to men."


