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Each year the Northwest and Whitman College Archives has received gifts from a wide variety of contributors. Each
contribution, however large or small, has added strength to our growing collection. Financial aid, manuscripts, maps,
pamphlets, rare books, periodicals, and photographs are examples of the support we receive. As our friends help us
develop the archives, the research capabilities of the collection grow stronger. This common interest joins us in building a
valuable archival collection, and our efforts are establishing a research facility of quality and importance.

The archives program is divided into two areas:
First is the Whitman College Archives. This is the depository for Whitman College and student publications, business

records, photographs, Faculty and Alumni files, etc. If it deals with Whitman College, we are interested in it.
The second area is the Northwest Archives. We collect photographs, diaries, family papers, business records, letters,

maps, and newspapers; all examples of material we receive and preserve for research purposes. Emphasis is placed on
collecting local materials.

The most rewarding aspect of this collection is that it has been and is being strengthened through the support of alumni
and friends. This is certainly an accomplishment in which we all can take pride.

Lawrence L. Dodd
Curator/Archivist

STUDENT ASSISTANTS

We got a slow start this summer. Due to several unforeseen circumstances I did not have any student assistants during
the month of June. This is the first summer I can remember having that problem. Fortunately the cataloguing department
had two Whitman students who wanted work starting in July, so Paul Anthony and Emerson Tongco began working for me
the first part of July and continued through the summer.

On May 24th and 27th, with the help of library personnel and one volunteer, I moved the Vitart (local photo studio)
negative collection from the studio at 515 E. Main to the library. It was quite a project, for the largest part of the collection
was stored in a small, uninsulated attic. Getting the collection into the library proved to be the easier part of the project. The
collection was moved into the seminar 'room, and here I began putting the collection into numerical order and attempted to
remove most of the surface dust and miscellaneous fallout. It was an exceptionally dirty job and quite slow. We had moved
in approximately 38,000 negative envelopes, with an estimate of 139,000 negatives.

When Paul and Emerson came on board they started working with this collection, and actually completed the cleaning and
sorting part. We did an inventory of the envelopes, developing a special form where the numbers could be entered. This
allowed us to see just what was missing, and to find those envelopes that had the same number.

Our final step was to find a place to store 183 linear feet of negative envelopes. We finally converted some of our library
shelving into storage shelves and placed the collection in the library's first floor vault. We are now trying to find adequate
storage for the 3" x 5" index card file, which was generated at the studio. This file was set up by year, and identifies what is
in each envelope.

In time I hope to put all the names on a computer so that we can access the collection with much more ease. Things to
come! (First we need the computer).

First semester of the academic year 1988-89 Shelley Luppert, now senior troop, and Min Fang Zhou, student from China,
became my student assistant staff. Because Shelley is familiar with the archives she has the responsibility of helping Min
Fang when she can, and then take on inventory jobs as assigned. One major project was inventorying the large collection of
Walla Walla Weather records we received (see newspaper article). Min Fang has taken over the vertical file collections. This
is a tedious job, and Min Fang had really improved this resource. Her major work has been with the Whitman College and
Walla Walla files. Both will continue next semester and doing very much the same type of work, with the exception of some
moving of materials into the new study area.



1988 DONORS

Adams, Dr. John B. Emigh, Mrs. Ralph M. Lamb, H. Clark Robinson, Harriette W.
Allen, Robert W. Esary, Craig Lease, Dennis R. Rochester, Junius
Alexander, Rod & Marilyn Little, Agnes Rodgers, Sally

Farrell, Robert W. Locati, Joe
Bailey, Mary Ferguson, Baker Lusk, Mrs. Elmer Saturno, Douglas Breen
Baker Boyer Bank Feringer, Jo Anne Schmidt, Theodore & Ruth
Barela, Traci & Mike Figgins, Gary & Nancy Marcus Whitman Schoenberg, Father
Bassett, Mary Grace Flexer, Susan M. Foundation Wilfred P.
Beach, Harriet Freeman, Bob Manuel, Dave Shepherd, James
Beall, Dr. Samuel T. Marquis, Greta V. Sherwood, Donald
Bennett, Robert A. Garner, Vivian Marsh, Arline Hart Skotheim, Robert A.
Berk, William Gary, Walter J. Matthews, Mrs. Dana Small, Rick
Blacklaw, Dick & Peggy Graham, Mr. & Mrs. Harold Mattison, Mary Smith, Eileen Roach
Boeing Gray, Alma V. McFarland, Betty Soden, Jim
Bogle, Kathryn Hall Gulick, Bill McFarland, R. L. Sparks, Marilyn
Bollinger, Gladys Mount, Joe Stickles, Frangie
Brattain, Emma Jane Hare, Frances Mullen, Loucille Stocking, Samuel B.
Burgstahler, S.L. Harper, William J. Myers, Iris Stone, Frank & Betty
Burrell, Ralph R. Hilding, Marcella Cordes

Hill, E. Richard Jr. Neher, Edna Van Arsdol, Ted
Casper, David B. Holt, Wayne Nelson, Lucille
Cassens, Dorothy Husby, Ken Walla Walla County
Childers, Imogene Hutchenson, Lucille O'Bryan, Harry & Denise Commissioners
Click, William F. Orchard, Vance (Harmon Johnson,
Continental Can Company Irwin, Mrs. A. H. Oswald, George Robert Peterson,
Converse, Col. George Iverson, Eva M. Ray Needham)
Corley, Peggy Paris, Nancy Walla Walla Valley
Crutcher, Bill Jensen, Val Pemberton, Artimesa Medical Society

Johnson, Harmon & Jean Perier, Dick Watts, Juanita
Davies, Mr. & Mrs. J.H.V. Jonish, Arley Platz, Celista Wehr, Barbara
Dewar, Frances & William Jordan, Bea Pryor, Nancy West, Dorothy
Durham, Jack & Helen Whitman College

Kimball, Gale Rasmus, Ward Community
Edgerton, Ralph Kimball, Ruth Reid, Emily Snyder (Faculty & Staff)
Edwards, Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Kimball, Stephen G. Reid, Pete Wies, John

Thomas Knox, Warren B. Reister, Lydia Woodbridge, Ross
Eiffert, Jeanne Koch, Mary Rempel, Dr. Arthur G.
Ellis, Frances Synder Krieg, Allan Ritz, Richard E. Zanger, Cathy

MATERIALS RECEIVED INCLUDE:

Agricultural Information & Materials
Archival Support
Bibliographies
Books & Pamphlets
Centennial Mate~als (WA State)
City & Church Directories
Corporate Minutes & Records
Diaries
Dogwood Press Materials (Frank McCaffrey)
Drawings & Sketches (Ernest Norling)
T.C. Elliott Papers
Films & Video Tapes
Financial Support
Flag (Walla Walla County)
Genealogical Material
Graduation Certificates
Jewelry
Ledger Books
Letters (Family & Business)
Manuscripts
Maps

W. Marquis Music Collection
(Sheet Music, Records & Tapes)

Military Certificates
Pioneer Narratives
News Clippings
Newspapers (Walla Walla City & County)
Notebooks
Oral Histories
Periodicals
Photographs (Prints & Negatives)
Postcards (Walla Walla)
Poster
Scrapbooks
Songbooks
Vitart Studio Collection (Negatives & Prints)
Walla Walla Memorabilia
Weather Records (Walla Walla)
Whitman College Materials
Wine Labels (Walla Walla Valley)
Yearbooks (Whitman College &

Walla Walla High School)



The Vitart Studio Collection in the library Seminar
room. Here this collection of negatives, taken by Mrs.
Alma Gray, between 1929-1983, were prepared for
storage. This is our largest negative collection from a
commercial photographer.

CHINESE STUDENT WORKING IN ARCHIVES

The Archival student staff has, for the first time, a
student from the Peoples Republic of China. Min Fang
Zhou started work in the Archives this Fall (1988).
Following are some of her impressions:

"Now you are crossing the Pacific and coming to the
Northwest." At Whitman a lady jokes as she takes me
to my workroom - the Archives. For a Chinese stu
dent, studying at Whitman College and working in the
Penrose Memorial Library means more than the
distance between two hemispheres. The words that
can best describe my three months "Whitman Ex
perience" are SURPRISING and CONFUSING. The
system of the library in my country is quite different
from that of the States. Following my amazement at
seeing students sit by the shelves and take down books
they need, I found myself at a loss facing countless
materials, especially when I had to decide which article
in the newspaper! was valuable and how to file it. My
knowledge about:Whitman is confined to the few per
sons I have ever met in the short semester, let alone the
history and society of Walla Walla. What was Mall?
What did "on the horizon" mean? Such simple prob
lems got me frustrated. It seemed to me the work was
beyond my intelligence. However, after repeatedly
seeking help from Larry Dodd and Shelley Luppert, I
came to see the way to get things done. The work
brings me a whole world of Walla Walla and helps me to
understand the College and the city as well as parts of
the Northwest quickly. I hope users of these Archives
will be benefited, just like me. I found the work really in
teresting and worth doing.
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VOLUNTEERS:

In November Nancy Pryor finished her compilation of
the Dorsey Syng Baker Family Papers Inventory. Along
with the papers she developed typescripts of a letter
press book and of a number of Baker diaries. The com
pilation has been taken to the Whitman College Central
Services where it will be published. Through the gener
ous support of the Baker Boyer Bank we have the funds
to print this valued work.

Nancy has now started sorting the H. C. Baker papers,
a collection that came to us this year.

Vance Orchard is still working on his history of the
newspapers in Walla Walla County. It is taking more time
than expected because Vance is uncovering some in
teresting bits about newspaper publishing and per
sonalities. When we see the final product it will be a
major contribution to local historians.

Both Vance and Nancy are very busy people. For retired
folks I am amazed at the things they are involved in
committees, writing, traveling-the list goes on and on.
They both are very much involved in the community, and
are contributing their talents to a wide variety of
organizations.

Jeanne Eiffert, who is semi-retired from the Vitart
Studio, has been of invaluable assistance this year. Dur
ing the early part of the summer we moved the Vitart
Studio negative and print collection into the library. Since
that time I have depended upon Jeanne to assist me in
identifying photographs, understanding the filing
.system, and answering a number of questions. Jeanne
has been very patient and helpful. Her assistance is very
much appreciated.

We have a large number of people who take of their
time to improve the archival collections. I hope they
know how much their support is appreciated.

ENDOWMENTS

The 1987-88 Annual Report of the President of
Whitman College reported that the Ruth S. Reynolds En
dowment for the Northwest and Whitman College Ar
chives was worth $27,837.58. That is an increase of
$13,010.42 from the 1986-87 report. A look back to
1985, when this endowment was established, we have
seen an average growth rate of $7,000. As of December
15th four corporations and 25 individuals have con
tributed to this endowment. Fifty percent of the in
dividual donors have previously donated to the Reynolds
Endowment. This dedication will guarantee the yearly
growth of the archival endowment funds.

Our second endowment, the Joel E. Ferris Archival
Endowment was reported as having $8499.08, an in
crease of $654.74 over the 1986-87 reported value.
Since 1986, when this fund became an archival endow
ment, we have not seen any donations to this fund, but
it continues to increase in value because of a percentage
return of the income to the endowment.

The income from both funds was $1,564.02, an in
crease of $365.92 over last year.

Although the above financial figures are impressive,
we still have a long way to go. The endowment will be
the basis for archival growth in the years to come, so it is
vital that the endowment funds continue to grow.

We were very fortunate this year to have Dr. Skotheim



set aside funds for archival supplies, computer equip
ment, film preservation, and equipment. This fund was
established to help put the College archives in better
condition. Although it will relieve a current problem, we
must be prepared to pick up the costs in the future
through other SOLl!ces.

A special donation came from Baker Boyer Bank. We
have received sufficient funding to have printed the D.
S. Baker Family inventory. This will be the first such
publication out of the archives. We expect to see this
completed in February.

A second special fund is in support of a computer for
the archives. Over the past year four alumni have con
tributed funds for this purchase. Also, all have offered
their assistance in choosing equipment that will best
benefit the archives. With the computer funds that Dr.
Skotheim has set aside and the donations, we now have
$3600.

For all those who donated to the Archival Endowment
in 1988 your funds were matched 3 to 1 by the Steele
Reese Foundation, so for every $3 you gave the Founda
tion contributed $1, which means that we received an
additional $3,000 in the endowment. It is likely that the
same will be true through 1989, or at least until the
Steele-Reese Foundation Grant is matched.

As you can see we are very active, and through the
financial support of the endowment funds this activity
will continue, and hopefully increase.

To all of you who have supported the archival endow
ment funds, and the special funding projects, I extend a
special Thank You!

DOGWOOD PRESS

We continue to grow!
We have added several titles to our collection, and with

the exception of one title have reduced our want list. We
increase the value and utility of the collection.

We received Henry Broderick's Characters (1951) and
Frog-Skins (1949); John and Carol Grant's second print
ing of Trees and Shrubs for Pacific Northwest Gardens,
and a program for The President's Banquet, Daughter of
the Pioneers of Washington, May 13, 1970.

Titles that we are looking for are: A Billion Potential
Customers, Vol. 1 (American Mail Line); Broderick's
Letter to Ireland (1948), Observations & Owlish and
Otherwise; Frederick & Nelson's Fashions of the Hour
(1949-1 st ed.)XGlenn Hughes' Notion Counter in
slipcase; Edmond'Meany's Keepsakes of Washington's
Observance at the University of Washington 1932-35;
John W. Nordstrom's 1950 edition of The Immigrant of
1887; Seattle. Newsletter (a miniature newsletter);
Seattle Orient Lines promotional pamphlets; American
Mail Lines promotional materials; The Shingle (Ballard
High School) those published by Frank McCaffrey; Tala
Annual (Franklin High School) those published by Frank;
Tyee (University of Washington Yearbook) those
published by Frank; Alaska Steam Ship Company
materials; and W. W. Woodbridge's first edition of That
Something.

FILM PRESERVATION

After our success with the transfer of the 1931 Mill
Creek Flood Film to new 16mm stock, I decided to
transfer films taken by Allan Krieg (1950 alum) and
Philip Pope (Whitman Faculty Member 1930-1953). I
took the films to the same Seattle lab that transferred
the flood film. Due to the brittle state and shrinkage of
the films they were unable to make the transfer. In an at
tempt to assist me they located a lab in California which
specializes in preserving old films. After talking with the
director of the lab I decided to send the Krieg, Pope, and
a short College produced (7) film to him. I was truly im
pressed, because when they received the films I got a
call, then at each step of the transfer I got a call to ex
plain what the various alternatives were, how much it
would cost, and general recommendations. What a
pleasure to work with such a concerned organization.

We now have all three original films back with the new
footage. This time we did not go to the expense of hav
ing a title or ending produced, as we did with the flood
film. It would have been nice to have this done on all
films, but I felt it was more important to spend the
available dollars on the transfer. Possibly later on we can
find funding to make the films look more professional
titles, narrative, etc.

Doing this project would have been impossible with
out the help of Dr. Skotheim. Before departing campus
he set aside some funds for the preservation of historical
College films.

We are now considering transferring an 8mm film,
taken in the 1950's, to 16mm stock. Will report our
progress later.

NEW AREA

At the time this is being written arrangements are be
ing made to have a part of the Northwest Room set aside
for a special collections study and work area. We have
been planning this for several years, and now it is going
to become a reality. Our collections are becoming more
and more recognized by researchers, and the demand for
use of archival materials has increased. This was
creating a number of problems, the most critical being
the lack of security. Within the last two years several
major collections of libraries in the Pacific Northwest
have been decimated by thieves. To help with security

View of west end of the Northwest Room, 3rd floor,
which will become the study and work area.



we decided to establish a dedicated study area. I also
want to have available to researchers some of the
resource tools, now housed in the archives.

It is an exciting move, and I am looking forward to get
ting it set up and usable. Second semester will be a good
trial run for the area, as Dr. Edwards is going to teach a
course in Northwest History, and I anticipate several
research papers on Northwest subjects. Also, we usual
ly have one student each year who is writing an honors
thesis that requires archival materials.

SUPPORTERS GONE

During the year we were saddened by the loss of
George Converse III, Clarence Shaw, Mrs. Lowden
Jones, Gladys Bollinger, and Allen Reynolds. All wer~

friends and contributors to the archives program. Their
contributions will remain as permanent reminders of
their work towards making our collection stronger.

IN THE NEWS

From the Walla Walla Union-Bulletin,
Friday, September 23, 1988

Four Walla Wallans were hailed for their dizzying lists
of community contributions at the Walla Walla Area
Chamber of Commerce annual banquet Thursday night
(Sept. 22).

The chamber kicked off a new tradition with a special
honor for Walla Walla High School principal Richard
Neher and presented its Awards of Merit to Dale Bates
and Maita Hagedorn Kibler. Also at the ceremony,
Whitman College presented its Town-Gown Award to its
archivist/curator Larry Dodd.

It was a night of surprises for the award-winners....
Dodd thought he was invited to the banquet to help

introduce the Penrose Memorial Library's new director
to the business community.

"Really, I thought I was being brought here for other
reasons," a surprised Dodd said after the ceremony.
. Whitman College treasurer Pete Reid presented the
Town-Gown award to Dodd in memory of noted Whitman
alumnus Walter Brattain.

Since 1961 , the College has presented an award to a
faculty or staff member who has made notable contribu
tions to the Walla Walla community. The award includes
a $500 cash priz~ and is made in memory of a deceased
community leader.

Dodd went to work for Whitman College in 1969 as a
curator of manuscripts and special collections. At the
time, he was a part-time national park service ranger at
the Whitman Mission.

He became acquainted with the library through his
research into his family history, which locally stretches
back to 1869 when his great-grandfather, Francis M.
Lowden, settled in the Walla Walla Valley.

As archivist/curator, Dodd works closely with Whitman
students, history buffs and journalists both locally and
across the nation, said Reid. He speaks frequently to
organizations and school children about the valley's
history.

He has served as both president and board member of
the Walla Walla Valley Pioneer and Historical Society.

,:,-

"It's really nice to be honored by the institution you
work for," Dodd said after the ceremony.

The award commemorates Brattain, who won the
1956 Nobel Prize in physics for his work in semi
conductors and the discovery of the transistor effect in
1947.

WEATHERED WEATHER RECORDS
FLOOD LIBRARY WITH STATISTICS

From the Walla Walla Union-Bulletin,
Monday, October 24, 1988

More than 100 years of hand-written weather records
from Walla Walla, Dayton and Fort Lapwai, Idaho,
recently found a home at Whitman College's Penrose
Memorial Library.

The records, donated by the local office of the National
Weather Service, join a batch of similar journals the
weather service gave the library in 1984.

Now that the National Weather Service has compu
terized its records, the ledgers have only historical
significance, according to local meteorologist Bob
Farrell.

And that's why Penrose archivist and curator Larry
Dodd is happy to have the old journals.

"1 just feel it's important to go back to the original
records," Dodd says. "Your interpretation (of data) might
be different ... my interpretation might be different."

And "original records are much more appealing and
exciting and mystical," Dodd adds.

The bound, lined ledgers are filled with entries written
in elegant script. The people who recorded the weather
for the U.S. Army Signal Service-later the Weather
Bureau and now the National Weather Service
documented temperature, wind velocity, humidity,
precipitation and observable weather conditions, to
name but a few kinds of data.

A Whitman student is taking an inventory of the jour
nals, which date from 1886, noting what forms are used,
kinds of information in the ledgers and if any data is
missing. .

When the inventory is complete, the two collections of
weather data will be merged. Dodd is hopeful that the re
cent collection will dovetail with materials the library
received four years ago.

The nature of such collections, Dodd says, is that the
library may hold them for years and no one will show any
interest. Then, the collections will attract a flurry of
attention.

"You never know who's going to need what," Dodd
says.

TALKS AND TOURS

During 1988 I gave 16 presentations, reaching some
620 people. A number of the talks centered around the
showing of the 1931 Mill Creek Flood Film and two Col
lege films.



STAFFERS ON ROAD

Three members of the library staff were on the road
this year. To help inform alumni of the libraries ac
tivities relative to the current fund-raising campaign, it
was arranged to speak to alumni in Spokane and Boise.
Henry Yaple, Library Director, and Marilyn Sparks,
Assistant Library Director, gave programs about the
library and the overseas students who are employed by
the library. My contribution to this program was to in
troduce and show two films taken on campus in the
40's and 50's. We had a good turnout of Spokane
alumni who were from the era of the films, and so we
experienced a lot of interesting comments during the
films. The Boise group was smaller, but very interested
in the presentations.

Sally Rodgers made all the necessary arrangements
and made sure that we arrived on time. It was a fun and
rew~rding experience.

FIELD TRIP TO THE BLUE MOUNTAINS __

This year (1988) I conducted the field trip for the
Senior Alumni College. Working with Sally Rodgers and
Jane Fairbank I planned to take the group on an
historical tour into the Blue Mountains, with hopes of
seeing a part of the Oregon Trail and the route used by
Marcus and Narcissa Whitman in 1836.

By 8:40 a.m., June 15, with the help of Betsy Nagle
McNaughton, Nancy Meister (who were ~esponsiblefor
the transportation, food, and just making sure things
worked) and Marilyn Sparks, we had some 65 people
loaded onto two b~ses and began our trip.

Our first stop was at the Pendleton Woolen Mills,
where the group had the opportunity to tour the mill.
The sales and tour personnel at the mill were very plea
sant, and extended a warm welcome to the group.
Along with the 'tour the group had the chance to pur
chase yardage, blankets, thread, and throws.

Quite a few large sacks were stored in various places
on the bus by the time we were scheduled to leave.

From Pendleton we proceeded to Emigrant Springs
State Park, where the state park personnel had reserv
ed a very pleasant area for our use. The park was
beautiful: the sun was out, the bugs were not, the
temperature was mild, and we did not have any wind.
The park staff had raked the area, and placed enough
tables about for all to have a seat. Betsy and Nancy
brought out a great assortment of food, and we all had
a great picnic. After our meal Jack Evans, retired library

director from Eastern Oregon State College, La Grande,
Oregon, gave the group an interesting talk about the
Oregon Trail and various sites in the Blue Mountains.

We then proceeded on south to the Mt. Emily turn
out, where we parked the buses within a quarter of a
mile of the freeway and Mr. Evans showed the group
some Oregon Trail Wagon ruts. Everyone had a chance
to walk on the original Oregon Trail, and Mr. Evans
again talked about the trail.

We then re-traced our steps, passing through
Meacham and on to the Squaw Creek Overlook, where
the group was shown the territory crossed by the Whit
man Party in 1836. This is an extremely interesting
viewpoint, and we were able to look across some very
steep and impressive mountain country.

From here we went on to Deadman Pass, where
Nancy and Betsy brought out more refreshments.
Then, instead of driving back on the freeway, we went
down the old Emigrant Hill Road, past St. Andrews Mis
sion, then on to Walla Walla, where we arrived about
5: 10 p.m. I spent the day trying to give the group some
of the history of the region. As the day wore on my
voice became weaker and weaker, but I did survive the
trip.

COLLEGE FILMS

Jan Rolfe, Director of Annual Fund, asked me to
show the two College films to a group of alumni who
were on campus for the Alumni Volunteer weekend.
We had a large attendance at the Alumni House for the
showing. I introduced the Krieg and Pope films, which
were well received. It was an extra bonus to have pre
sent Allan and Margarie Krieg who were visiting friends
in Walla Walla. Mr. Krieg added some interesting notes
about the film he took in 1949/50.

I had taken the 1931 flood film with me, and the
assembled group asked to see it. We were able to get
some comments from Mr. Baker Ferguson, who
remembered the flood. He said that his mother was
very worried that he would get too close to the flood
water and be washed away.

WA·HI TEACHERS

David May, Whitman College Associate Professor of
Education, invited the Walla Walla High School
teachers to campus on March 18.

For the past three years the High School has spon
sored an "inservice" day for their teaching staff, and
this year (1988) they visited the Whitman College cam
pus. I was part of an all-day program, giving two
presentations on the Northwest Collection and the Ar
chives. It was an interesting experience, and I received
a number of positive comments after the presentations.

Mr. Neher, Principal at Wa-Hi, wrote me a very nice
letter and n0ted that "Whitman College can be ex
tremely proud of their exceptional administration and
staff. "



GRAHAM FAMILY REUNION:
HORNER MUSEUM TOUR _

On Saturday, June 25, the day dawned cloudy and
much cooler than it had been the week before. I had
been asked to attend the -family reunion of the
Graham's, which was being held at the fairgrounds in
Pomeroy, WA.

Arriving at noon, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Graham in
troduced me to a number of family members. We had a
number of interesting discussions on historical prob
lems, several of which I had to find the answers the
following Monday. After a very good potluck dinner the
family held their annual business meeting, at which
time I was asked to say a few words about the archives
and the preservation of family papers. It was a fun
afternoon, and I learned several interesting bits of
regional history.

I departed Pomeroy at 3: 15 p. m. and headed back to
Walla Walla and the library, for I had to get ready for a
group of approximately 50 people from the Horner
Museum, Corvallis, OR, who were on an historical tour.
They arrived in Walla Walla the night before and had
the opportunity to hear Dr. Tom Edwards talk about the
Whitman's. Because of their visit to Whitman Mission
N.H.S., and Dr. Edwards' presentation, the group
wanted to visit the archives and see some of the
original Whitman documents. When the group arrived it
was raining lightly, but we decided to take a walking
tour of the campus. I pointed out the various campus
buildings and gave a brief history of the College. Then
we spent almost two hours in the library. We toured all
three floors, ending up on the third floor and the ex
hibit. I gave a brief presentation on the exhibit, and
then spent my time answering questions.

Mr. Pete Smith, coordinator of the tour, wrote me a
very nice letter after the tour: "We can't thank you
enough for your outstanding contributions to our very
successful historical tour. The campus tour and visit to
the library and chance to see all those historical
documents were just wonderful for all of us. We think
you have a tremendous job there, and are doing it ex- .
ceedingly well." It is extremely rewarding to receive
such praise.

TID·BITS

With the numbe~ of wineries in the Walla Walla area I
decided to develop a collection of labels from those
wineries. I am hoping to have at least one label for each
type of wine produced and that every year we would
receive a new collection from each winery. So far
Leonetti Cellars and Woodward Canyon Wineries have
participated in this archival project. We have labels from
an early winery in the Milton-Freewater area-Blue
Mountain.

Rick Small, Woodward Canyon Winery, and Walter
Gary, Walla Walla County Extension Agent, have been
very helpful in developing our winery archives.

In December of 1988 Robert Bennett came out with
his third pictorial book on Walla Walla. Like the first two,
the archival photograph collection was a major contribu
tor to the volume.
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I was again elected President of the Walla Walla
County Rural Library District. December starts my sec
ond year in this position. It is an exciting time for the
district, for we are increasing our service to the county
residents, and are looking forward to new and great
things in the future.

We have been attempting to find as many of the back
issues of Walla Walla newspapers as possible. We are
mainly concerned with issues that have not been put on
microfilm. We are participating in the Washington State
Newspaper Project, which is a statewide effort to "iden
tify, preserve and provide access to ALL newspapers
published in the state. " At present we have enough
newspapers to fill approximately 210 rolls of microfilm.

The approach of the 1989 Washington Centennial
year has prompted a number of people to write Centen
nial histories. A few started their projects some time
ago, and are now requesting reviews of their manu
scripts. Others seem to be just beginning, and are re
questing extensive research on our part.

With the increase in collection size, processing time,
and on site utilization, I have had to step back and re
evaluate the amount of time I can spend doing other
peoples' research. We like to help, but to what extent?

Mike Shellenbarger, Department of Architecture,
University of Oregon, is conducting a research project
on Ellis Lawrence, an early Portland architect, who was
involved in the Greater Whitman Plan (circa 1910).
Lawrence was also involved with Prentiss, Green
Cottage, Billings, the Boiler House, Lyman, and the old
Conservatory of Music. His influence can still be seen on
campus. Mr. Shellenbarger visited campus and utilized
the archives and Physical Plant architectural drawing
files.

The Whitman College Archives continues to grow,
and we found ourselves moving back into the first floor
vault. In 1975, when I moved from that vault into the
new third floor facilities I did not think I would be moving
back. I guess it is not surprising that our growth is put
ting pressure on our facilities.

Vance Orchard continues to help us uncover informa
tion in his "Blue Mountain Rambling" column in the
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin. Our latest requests for
readers help has been to find members of the Oscar
Vansycle family and to locate photographs of Walla
Walla Chinese, their community and activities.

In February, Judith Austin, Editor of Idaho Yesterdays,
was on campus to present Dr. Robert A. Skotheim with
a copy of the special issue of the magazine. This issue
contained articles from the July 24-26, 1986 Missionary
Conference held at Whitman College.



LETTER FROM CALIFORNIA
(Correspondence of the Louisville Courier)
WEAVER CREEK, CALIFORNIA,
OCTOBER, 18, 1849

Note: While researching the Louisville Morning
Courier, Louisville, Kentucky, I found the following let
ter by an early traveler into the California Gold Fields.

LLD

The Louisville Morning Courier
Saturday Morning, Dec. 22, 1849
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Friend Haldeman - Although we subscribed to your
weekly paper, to be forwarded from the time we left
home, we have not had the pleasure of seeing a single
copy as yet, save through the kindness of Messrs.
Wingate and Bryant of San Francisco, who sent us
dates of the Courier to the 4th of July. It has been for
warded no doubt, and our loss is attributable to the im
perfections of postal arrangements in this country, it
being exceedingly difficult to obtain either letters or
papers from San Francisco, without personal applica
tion; and it seems an impossibility to have them for
warded by written application, unless your identity is
attested by the postmaster nearest your location. 
This, I understand, to be the system. This has been
adopted, I presume, to prevent an overflow of cor
respondence with the postmaster at San Francisco, the
pay being incommensurate with the time necessary to
perform the business of the office, even when curtailed
as much as possible by the arbitrary regulations of the
post office agent for this country, or the postmaster at
San Francisco. All letters for the emigrants of last
spring have been directed to the coast, and there re
main as yet, it being from 200 to 350 miles from the
mines; and from the mines to Sacramento City, the
point of debarcation for all the miners, it is from thirty
to one hundred and fifty miles. The time, besides the
cost of travel, which is great, would be an immense
tax, if every man is compelled to apply personally at
either point. The miners, composing the largest share
of the population, and being generally from the
"States," should have more attenti0n paid to their in-
terests. .

We know that the condition of affairs is without a
parallel, and therefore suffer our inconveniences pa
tiently, hoping fOf' better times. Have our paper directed
to Sacramento city in future.

We, (my mess is composed of ten,) as well as all who
came out with us, with but few exceptions, have set
tled for this winter on this creek. It is about fifty miles
distant from, a'nd a little south of east from Sacramento
City, or Sutter's Fort, being tolerably well up on the
first range of hills of the Sierra Nevada, where we ex
pect to have some snow, some digging, and some
sport with bear and deer, both of which came down in
great abundance from the higher portion of the moun
tains when the snow falls to much depth.

All are now busy in preparing for winter - building
cabins, laying in provisions, and getting a little cash, or
rather dust, ahead for doctors, and an outfit in the
spring, for a general exploration of the mountains. The
felling of trees, house-raisings, and constant travel of
teams and the movement of miners to and fro, remove

all idea of the wildness and romance that has been
generally attached to the Sierra Nevada.

A great deal has been said about a government for
this country. They may need one down towards Fran
cisco and South of that in the settlements. I know
nothing of the condition of affairs there, but have
understo.od that a number of delegates have been sent
from different departments to Monterey to advise one
with another as to the wants of the people, and to
make suitable arrangements for the disposition, I sup
pose, of the different offices. All this may be right
enough for them, but from the mining population it
receives no attention, and it is certain that if politics do
become part of their occupation, and parties are form
ed, things will be changed for the worse by far. As it is
now there is a perfect democracy here. How long it will
be left undisturbed by interested outsiders, I cannot
tell. There is no violence of any kind. Every man attends
to his own business without the exhibition of any
jealousy at each others' success. Perfect good feeling
and peace reigns throughout all the mines. All are
reduced to a common level, and the man, who was at
home, from fine dress and want of employment, ac
customed to thinking himself better than the man who
earned his living by daily labor, now scratches in the
earth and handles the pick as lustily as the other, and
works by his side in social ease. All this is as it should
be, and so long as the present system of mining lasts it
would be well to leave it so.

A mint is wanted badly, and as a necessity for it is
felt more in the mines than any where else, it should be
established at the point where their business is trans
acted, and especially as there is a considerable dif
ference in value, per ounce, of the precious metal at
Francisco and Sacramento. At the latter it is worth
$1 6, at the other $1 5 to $1 5.50 per oz. This is suppos
ing that the same difference would exist under the
establishment of a mint, and that the dust would not go
directly from the miner to the mint, but must pass
through the hands of his merchant, and all shaving
operations must necessarily fall upon him -:- which will
hold good.

We made a good trip from Independence, arriving in
the Bear river "diggins" on the 28th of August, coming
in on the Truckee or Salmon Trout river route. There are
now two routes, - the Truckee or old route, and the
Carson river or Mormon route. From what I have been
able to learn, the latter is the best route. They divide at
the Sink of Mary's river, and again at Truckee river.
Three of our mess who packed from the head of Mary's
river, came the new route and arrived on the 17th
August at Sacramento. The route across the desert to
Truckee, and then the left hand or Southern route is the
one I would travel if I were making a second trip. The
passage over the crest of the Sierra Nevada is not the
most difficult part of the old route. The route Bryant
travelled in '46, from the head of Truckee lake, is now
abandoned. The trail diverges from the foot of the lake
to the south and gets an ascent, pretty rough but
without any stoppage save to double teams at the last
ascent. The descents on the Western slope are difficult
and dangerous to wagons and teams. Truckee lake is
made a memorable and melancholy spot by the fate of
the Donner party. Remnants of the cabins, as well as
remnants of wearing apparel, male and female, are still
visible. A gold chain and cross, I understood, was



found by an emigrant at one of the cabins.
There is a system of lakes, very beautiful, generally

prevailing on both slopes of these mountains. We pass
ed as many as four or five in one day, on the West.
Some I have seen several miles in circumference, wail
ed in by high mountains of solid granite.

The health of the miners cannot be called good. It is
plain why it cannot be so. Many arriving from long sea
voyages, five to eight months being, I believe, the time
in coming around Cape Horn, broken down from
disease and want of sufficient exercise, and so many
from the overland routes, broken down with too much
labor, all coming into them and going imprudently to
constant and hard labor, makes it impossible to have
any great degree of good health at first. The most com
mon disease is dysentery, and some few cases of
typhoid fever, and a good many cases of scurvy. The
latter has been contracted on sea or during the trip
overland. As far as my observations extend there are
but few deaths.

I commenced this with the intention merely of asking
you to change the direction of our papers, but being
without occupation, it has been spun out already to an
exorbitant length, but will now continue in the same
hodge podge manner, believing that our long acquain
tance will make it interesting to you personally, though
it should be too cumbrous and unfit for the columns of
your paper.

Railroads from the States to the Pacific have been
much talked of, and I have dreamed of their comple
tion, and looked in amazement at the effect upon the
world's commerce, and the greatness of the United
States. Its effect would seem to warrant the attempt,
for it is certainly commensurate with the cost. Ask the
congregated wisdom of the nation to give Whitney
whatever amount of land he wants, provided he can
give any sort of reasonable guarantee, so as to keep the
whole affair from having the appearance of a farce, that
the fourth or fifth generation of his heirs will finish one
to any point on the Pacific in Oregon or California. From
the mouth of the Platte, or any other starting point,
Uncle Sam will never miss the land, and Mr. Whitney, I
think, would never finish the road. Seriously, I do not
think that any combination of personal means would
ever complete one, allowing one tQ be possible, the
contrary to which is not affirmed. But either way, there
would be created years of stump speaking and Con
gressional debates, which would cost almost as much
as the road. During the progress of such a state of af
fairs, that is, w~ile the people are taking "a second
serious sober thought" that has never taken place yet
in the affairs of the author of the sentiment, or instead
of all this waste of time and money, would it not be well
for Congress to organize a body of men, with a sensible
and practicable man at its head, and a good engineer
under him, to improve the present roads to California
and Oregon, particularly in the Sierra Nevada to this
country, where but little labor from a well organized
body of men would remove all difficulties to teaming,
and prevent the loss of a great deal of time to
emigrants; and on many parts of the route, distance
could be saved by but little labor. In the deserts water
might be obtained by the sinking of wells. In the mind
of a practical man, many improvements that would
take but little time to make, would be suggested in
coming over the route. Altogether, I think that with the

money that the d'ebates of one session of Congress
costs, these routes could be made a fourth shorter as
regards time. This should certainly be a matter of some
interest to Government, when so many of her people
are likely to be passing and repassing over the plains.
The land route from Independence or St. Joseph,
known as the middle, I believe, the writer thinks
preferable to all others, whether by sea or by land. He
has not traveled any other, but believes there is greater
certainty in calculation as regards the time required, on
this than on any other route.

By the way, I have seen or heard of but few of the
Fort Smith emigrants. A small party, (an officer of the
army and escort,) I saw on Mary's river. They left the
Fort in the latter part of March, have had a hard time of
it and made for Mary's river from Santa Fe via the "city
of the Lakes." I saw another party about a week since.
On being asked how long they had been out, an elderly
gentleman replied that the oldest of them were mere
boys when they started. They had left Fort Smith on
the 1st of April, and did not get in till the middle of Oc
tober, and, I believe had packed all the way. As I
understood the route, it is intended to strike the head
waters of the Gila; then down it to the coast or valley,
then ship or travel by land up a distance of seven or
eight hundred miles. It will be the first of January
before persons coming this route can reach the mines
or the Sacramento. We have accounts of a good deal of
trouble from Indians on that route.

If you ask me how I like the country, I would say very
well, finding every thing as well adapted to money
making purposes as I could reasonably desire. A man in
the present condition of the country need not expect
pleasure or the comforts of a home. If he does, he will
be disappointed. If I have friends who are thinking of
coming out, I would pursue the same course I did when
I started. I would not advise them to come or to stay,
but would tell them to make up their minds in their own
way and carry out their own ideas. As for the means of
getting out here, I would venture a little device, which
would be to get a light wagon, have it well ironed, but
be sure to have the wagon light, with a drop or falling
tongue, have four pair of well broken cattle from five to
eight years old, not very heavy. Don't shove them at
the start or on the route. If some of them get tender
footed, turn them out, drive them loose for a day or two
and they will get over it and not be troubled with it
again. If the condition of the roads is such that you
can't spare them from the team, change them from
right to left as the case may be. They often, when at
work, press harder upon one toe than the other. Chang
ing sides will often relieve this without any further trou
ble. Do not have more than eighteen hundred weight 
fifteen hundred is decidedly preferable.. I would not
start with more than the latter. Have that mostly in pro
visions - a good large quantity of bacon and flour,
sugar and coffee, a little tea, rice and beans. Have a
good sized keg of molasses - this is excellent on the
road - and also vinegar. Take no trunks and but little
clothing, except in the boot and shoe line. Be sure to
have a good supply of them. There is no need for any
white shirts or fine coats and pants. A man in a white
shirt here looks like a free negro on Sunday in a slave
State. Baggage after getting here is a nuisance and you
will find trunks very troublesome and very much in the
way on the route. Get also a little spiced beef and a few



hams. With four pair of good cattle, a light wagon and
fifteen hundred weight, you can make the trip in, or
less, than one hundred days. You can with this loading
and team force them with the expectation of losing one
pair and perhaps two on the trip and yet have plenty.
Do not drive too hard at first and always use every
endeavor to get good grass for your cattle, even though
it should be to your own personal inconvenience. Take
no guide but your own judgment, unless you are start
ing from Council Bluffs. If you can do so, get the Mor
mon Guide Book, published in '47. I think this you will
find perfect. A copy of Bryant will be found interesting
for reference. Start from Independence, St. Joseph, or
Council Bluffs, no matter which, so you get off early.
Be certain to do this, and do not be discouraged if you
find your wagon stuck in the mud every day or so for a
while. Don't throwaway your provisions or any thing
else you deemed necessary at the start. You will find
use for it at some time on the road. I started from In
dependence. If I were making the trip again I would
take St. Joseph, and then, I suppose, I would regret I
had not chosen Council Bluffs.

You will find some tools necessary - such as a saw,
drawing-knife, hammer, monkey-wrench, &c. If your
wagon breaks, laugh at it and mend it as soon as possi
ble. Loose no time on the road; rest your cattle by half'
days, unless you can give them three or four days at a
time. This is not advisable more than once on the route.
In resting one day only, they become stiff and gorge
themselves with grass, so that they do not travel well
again for a couply of days.

I give cattle the preference because of the cheapness
of the outfit; because they are less trouble and you are
not so liable to loss. They can do longer without water
than mules, their nature being nearer that of a camel
than any other domestic animal we use, and their
power of endurance in every respect being as great as
any animal that I know anything of. Stormy weather is
the greatest danger you will have to encounter. During
such you must watch them or tie them up, no matter
what the personal inconvenience may be. The Mormon
city is not out of your way, if you are not tempted by
the beauty of their women and their fine beef and
vegetables to overstay your time. If you do not go
there, take "Greenwood's cut-off" at Big Sandy,
which is just after going through the South Pass, and
the left hand road or Myer's route at the point where
you leave Bear River. This goes out by the "Old
Crater/' laid d0"in in Fremont's charts, some fifty or
sixty miles, and leaves Fort Hall to the north. You strike
the old trail on Raft river, a small tributary of Lewis'
Fork of the Columbia. Here, also, the Oregon and
California roads separate. There is no inducement to go
by Fort Hall, unless you have a curiosity to travel over
eight miles of very bad sand and then across about
forty-six sloughs and creeks, in everyone of which
there is a good chance for miring and also to see more
musquitoes than you ever saw in all your life before.
The valley in which Fort Hall is situated is a handsame
one to look at, and there is really much fine land in it. It
is traversed in every dir.ection with rivers, creeks,
sloughs and fine springs, all handsomely skirted with
cotton wood and willow, but it is difficult to wheel over
it. After this I would keep the old trail, taking the Mor
mon route over the Sierra Nevada from Truckee river.
On account of the scarcity of grass on Mary's river this
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season, a great many left the old trail to strike the head
waters of the Sacramento and Truckee rivers - don't
know what kind of a time they had. Many of those who·
kept the old trail are not yet in.

I made a trip to Sacramento City, and after having re
mained there several days, and just as we had finished
loading our team, and were ready to return, I was sur
prised at the appearance of Gilliss and Bache. They had
walked down in two days, to let us know that Gilpin
had had a relapse from a previous attack of fever, and
was very sick. Dr. Proctor took one of our best horses
and started off to see him. We were twelve days com
ing up with the wagon, and on our arrival were pained
to learn that Gilpin had died the evening previous to
Proctor's arrival. He had medical attendance and all
was done that friendship could suggest, by his com
panions, Phillips, Seabough and Miller, to relieve him,
but in vain. He had, contrary to my expectations and
advice, worked a day in the mines and was taken with
his old complaint, which changed, as Proctor thinks
from the description he received of the case, to inflam
mation of the brain. He was not in his proper mind for
three days previous to his death. He passed from this
existence, it is hoped to a better, without a struggle
and apparently without the least pain or consciousness
of his approaching dissolution. He was kind without
selfishness, and a pleasant companion. His loss makes
a vacuum in our mess and society that cannot be filled.

The sec'ond pioneer line of Turner, Allen & Co., of St.
Louis, came in a few days since. A gentleman of my ac
quaintance, from Louisville, informs me that they en
countered quite a snow storm on the summit of the
mountains, and that he began to realize Fremont's
descriptions of the storms in the mountains. It did not
last long, however. I do not think that there will be any
in the condition that the Donner party were caught in.
You have no doubt proven weary with reading this
lengthy epistle. Inability to do anything else is my ex
cuse for its length - having just succeeded in breaking
the chills and fever, with which I have been troubled for
two or three weeks. You have reason to hope that I
may not have a return of my disease for some time to
come. I look with much anxiety for your paper. I intend
leaving my present quarters early in the spring. Whither
I shall go I know not. It will, I think, be South, in search
of better mines, the Indians heretofore preventing
much search in that direction.

Respectfully, M.



Photograph of 1866 Lithograph of Walla Walla

ARCHIVES PARTICIPATES IN MAJOR CENTENNIAL EXHIBIT _

An exhibition of 21 Bird's Eye View Maps of Washington Communities (Cheney, Dayton, Everett, Bellingham, Olympia,
Port Townsend, Seattle, Spokane, Tacoma, Vancouver, Waitsburg, and Walla Walla) will be on exhibit at the following
museums: Cheney Cowles Museum, Spokane: Jan. 20 - April 9, 1989; Washington State Historical Museum, Tacoma:
April 28 - June 28, 1989; Washington State Capital Museum, Olympia: July 11 - Sept. 17, 1989. The display is based on
John Reps' PANORAMAS OF PROMISE: PACIFIC NORTHWEST CITIES AND TOWNS ON NINETEENTH-CENTURY
LITHOGRAPHS, published by Washingt<:>n State University Press (1984). The archives has loaned the 1866, 1884, and
1889 Bird's Eye Views Maps of Walla Walla for this exhibit.

An article about these maps appeared in the Spring 1989 (Volume 3, Number 1) issue of the COLUMBIA Magazine of
Northwest Historf

I hope that yoJ will be able to visit this fine exhibit and see our contribution towards making it a success.

The spring 1989 issue of COLUMBIA Magazine has an article by Whitman Mission National Historic Site superintendent
David Herrera - WHITMAN MISSION REVISITED.

Three sketches drawn by the frontier artist Paul Kane will be on exhibit at Whitman Mission between April and
November 1989. Paul Kane visited the Whitman's in July of 1847 and at that time he made a drawing of the mission
house, and a man and woman, which are represented as being Marcus and Narcissa Whitman. If you visit Walla Walla this
summer take a few minutes to stop by Whitman Mission and see these Kane sketches. In November they will be returned
to the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto and may not be back in this area for many years to come.
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