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COWS Story 

In the middle of the night, Mug Cow (featured) and his friends come to life for a frenzied writing session. 

When morning dawns, COWS Director Lydia McDermott catches them before they’ve had the chance to clean 

up their mess and return to their motionless state. We hope you will share the moovie with your students to 

spread awareness about the services offered at the COWS as well as our welcoming—and silly!—atmosphere. 

Made by Jordan Miller ’17 and Allie Donahue ’16 and starring Lydia McDermott. 

A New Look 

Grammar posters by The Oatmeal line our walls, each tutor has a name tag, new paintings of Walla Walla 

scenery by Eric Rannestad ’18 adorn our small tutoring rooms, and more. Come visit to see our new décor! 

In 2014, the COWS moved into Olin 191. This year, we 

really made it home. 

Moosletter Spring 2017 
Compiled by Allie Donahue, COWS Assistant Director 2016-17 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctI0Dvn6_zk
http://theoatmeal.com/tag/grammar
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Faculty Writing Retreat 

 

Over Spring Break, 

eight faculty members 

holed up at Whitman’s 

Johnston Wilderness 

campus for four days to 

work on their own writ-

ing. Said Professor 

Emily Jones, “It was 

inspiring to be around 

colleagues working so hard and the setting was absolutely 

ideal. The retreat was, without a doubt, the highlight of 

my semester.” 

 

The National 
Conference 
on Peer  
Tutoring in 
Writing 

 

In early November, 
a group of us trav-
elled to Puget 
Sound University in 
Tacoma, Washing-
ton to meet with 
faculty and students 
from writing cen-
ters all over the 
country. Guiding 
the conference this 
year was a search 
for “the inclusive writing center” that can effective-
ly serve all students, particularly those who may be 
otherwise marginalized by the academy.  

Resources , Resources, Resources!  

We have lots of new writing resources this year! You 
can find resources in three places in the COWS: 

Our bookshelf—“The COWS Library of Writing 
Wisdom”—is home to a wealth of print material for 
writers of all levels and disciplines.  

The yellow organizer  hanging outside our door 
holds 16 short, manageable handouts about specific 
writing concerns.  

And there’s much more on the resources page of our 
website, including guides about wr iting within 
specific disciplines.  

In the News… 

From left: Jesse Moneyhun ’17, Allie Donahue, ’16, 

Faith Nyakundi ’17, Esther Ra ’19, COWS Director 

Lydia McDermott, and Ari Appel ’17.  

The COWS Contribution 

Faith, Jesse and Esther led a 

panel called “Tutoring in the 

Hyphen: Personas as a Tool in 

Multilingual Writing” in which 

they explored questions of cul-

ture and persona within writing 

tutoring.  

In another panel, Ari argued 

that writing centers are unique 

revisionistic spaces in which 

students can constantly rein-

vent themselves and the texts 

they engage with.  

Sample projects from the retreat 

 

English Professor Chris Leise: 

his upcoming book Thomas Pynchon in 

Context.  

English and Environmental Humanities  

Professor Emily Jones: 

An article for “Otago German Studies”  

COWS Director Lydia McDermott: 

An article critiquing United Nation’s inter-

national midwifery development project.  
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Writing tutoring sessions 

At the heart of what we do in the COWS are one-on-one 
consultations in academic writing. We employ trained 
student tutors to work with students at any stage in their 
writing process. Our work is driven by the words of com-
position professor Stephen North, who wrote of writing 
centers in 1984: “Our job is to produce better writers, not 
better writing.” Out tutors serve as sounding boards, 
guides, and motivators, but never as detached editors. By 
now, mid-April, our tutors have logged just under 700 
appointments for the 2016-17 year and we anticipate 
many more with final projects just around the corner. 
This year, we also offered seven workshops about differ-
ent aspects of the writing process.   

Speaking tutoring sessions 

Don’t forget the “S” in COWS! In addition to writing 
tutoring, we also offer speaking tutoring appointments 
to help students prepare for oral presentations, debates 
and thesis defenses.  

 
Thesis support 

This spring we began offering thesis-specific 
tutoring sessions. The tutors for these sessions 
were rhetoric studies seniors who had already 
completed their theses. Students are welcome 
to make one-time or recurring appointments 
with thesis tutors. We also offered a series of 
“thesis bootcamps,” five-hour focused writing 
sessions with catered lunch and snacks.  

The thesis bootcamp was the most produc-
tive time I had working on my thesis. It was 
a great impetus to really start writing. And 
the free food was good too!  

—Alex Waheed, ’17, geology major 

Paige Dempsey ’18 tutors Mug Cow.  

Seniors working at the bootcamp on Sunday, March 5, 2017.  

Regular Programming 
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Tutor Development 

Learning and reflection are key parts of our tutors’ jobs. Every 
two weeks, we meet for trainings to discuss topics including tutor-
ing English Language Learners, guiding students towards strong 
thesis statements, and showing empathy. As Assistant Director, 
I’ve observed and provided individual, written feedback to every 
tutor. And this spring, each tutor observed another tutor and com-
posed a letter of feedback.  

Creative Writing 

On Sunday afternoons, a group has gathered in the COWS to de-
vote time to creative writing. One attendee, Julia Gratton ’20, is 
working on a novel set in the American Southwest in which the 
speaker is the land itself.  

Faculty Writing Hours 

Tuesdays 9am—12pm 

Wednesdays 9am—12pm 

Fridays 1pm—3pm 

Paul Minor ’17 listens 

attentively to Door 

Stop Cows.  

Tutors absorbing a presentation by Whitman’s 

Peer Listener’s Club at Thursday afternoon 

training.   

Faculty Writing Hours 

Three times a week, we reserve the COWS for faculty to 
work on their own writing. These writing hours provide a 
break from emails and office interruptions and there’s 
always coffee! Faculty from all disciplines are welcome. 

English Professor Mary 

Rashko works during 

faculty writing hours.  

Open Barns 

At the beginning of each semester the COWS opens its doors to 
the Whitman community for treats, word games, and shenani-
gans. Keep your eyes peeled for an email inviting you to the 
open barn of fall 2017.  

Erick Frankland ’19 

shows off a cake at the 

fall 2016 Open Barn.  
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Coming up... 

 Next year, rhetoric major Jesse Moneyhun ’17 
will take over as the Assistant Director of the COWS. 
Jesse hails from Boise, Idaho. At Whitman, in addition 
to working as a tutor in the COWS since his sopho-
more year, Jesse also founded and presided over the 
Whitman archery club, served as the RA of Tekisuju-
ku, the Japanese Interest House, and participated in tea 
ceremony with the Japanese department. Jesse spent 
his junior year living in Kyōto, Japan, where he studied 
Japanese language, tea ceremony and Japanese-style 
archery. Jesse’s senior thesis, which received honors 
distinction, focuses on calligraphy in post-World War 
II Japan.  
 Jesse has engaged with peer writing tutoring 
since his senior year of high school. He noticed that his 
school, Boise High, offered limited writing support, so 
his senior year he founded a writing center there. He is 
looking forward to his new role in the COWS. “I really 
like tutoring,” he said. “Whether it’s an Encounters 
paper or a thesis, it’s always awesome.” He also be-
lieves the new position will support his personal 
growth as a writer. “There’s no other job I’ve had that 
improves my own writing,” he said.  
 When he’s not in the COWS next year, Jesse 
might be found serving wine at Sleight of Hand Cellers 
or Thai food at Soi 71.   
  

Keep your ears perked for 

news about community out-

reach. The COWS is look-

ing for ways to engage with 

the town of Walla Walla. 

Olin 191 
Lydia McDermott, Director 

Follow us on our website, 

our blog, and via Facebook 

https://www.whitman.edu/academics/center-for-writing-and-speaking
https://whitmanwriting.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cows.atwhitman

