Northwest Wyoming 2006 WHOOOOO

By Will Davidson, Johannah Withrow-Robinson, Cori Hach, & Gwen Leslie


In June 2006 a group of students led by Bob Carson journeyed to northwestern Wyoming for a weeklong extravaganza of geology, wildlife watching, swimming, geyser gazing, and hiking in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. Students had spent the previous semester researching and presenting on topics ranging from fire history to wolf reintroduction. “Taking the class in the spring was great because we went into the trip with a context for what we then learned about firsthand in Yellowstone,” said Chelsea Young ’08, an Environmental Humanities major. 


Yellowstone hosts some of the most interesting and diverse geology in western United States. Students traveled through billions of years of geologic time ranging from some of the oldest rocks in North America (3.4 billion-year-old metamorphic rocks near Beartooth Pass) to Quaternary travertine and geyserite deposits being formed at the very instant within Yellowstone National Park.  Wildlife viewing was also spectacular; bighorn sheep, mountain goats, pronghorns, bison, moose, deer, elk, black bears, grizzly bears, coyotes, and foxes were spotted along the way. A 5:00 AM wakeup call resulted in the sighting of three wolves devouring an elk carcass as the sun rose over the Lamar Valley. 


There was plenty of time for other fun activities such as fly fishing in Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone River, swimming in glacial lakes and meltwater streams as high as 9000 feet, hiking above treeline in alpine areas, and playing in vicious badminton tournaments.  After long days in the field, students were grateful to return to base camp at Hunter Peak Ranch, where they were welcomed with a roaring fire and a hearty meal. 

