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Recent Company Development

Proctor & Gamble provides branded consumer goods products.  It consists of three global business units: Beauty, Health and Well-Being, and Household Care.  Brands that are part of Proctor & Gamble include Head and Shoulders, Olay, Pantene, Braun, Venus, Gillette, Crest, Oral-B, Pringles, Folgers, Tide, Dawn, Downy, and Duracell.

Industry Information

Major competitors include Johnson & Johnson, Kimberly-Clark Corp., and others.  Most of the industry falls at similar levels as far as stock prices and analyst recommendations go.

Security Information

Ticker Symbol: PG

Exchange: NYSE

52-Week Range: 60.42-74.60 

Beta: .41

Financial Information

Earnings per Share: 3.17

Price/Earnings: 23.21

Price/Sales: 2.93

Dividend Yield: 1.40 (1.90%)

Company Analysis

Earnings Growth: 12.12%

Return on Equity: 16.46%

Return on Assets: 7.76%

Analyst Information

Yahoo recommendations: 2.1 (where 1.0 is a strong buy, 5.0 a strong sell)

Most analysts have been recommending hold, buy, or strong buy in the last three months, with Yahoo reporting no recommendations of sell or strong sell in that period.
Evaluation

We currently own 140 shares (at $10,292.80) bought at $57.30 with the share price at $73.52 as of Dec. 3, 2007.  This seems to be a strong company that should continue to hold a steady place in the also-stable market for consumer goods.  Proctor & Gamble seems to be on target with the rest of the industry, and I think we should keep our holding—and that we should consider it (if we don’t already) as a long-term investment (rather than something to be bought and sold quickly).

