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MATH

Math at the college level is very challenging. However, following some basic guidelines, it can be
made significantly more manageable.

The Basics

&> Go to class. This is probably the most important thing when it comes to success. Even if you
are completely confused, you heard the material. For most people, seven repetitions are needed
before something is learned. Going to class is one.

&> Ask questions. This can be difficult. But, the chances are, if you are completely
confused,many people are feeling the same way you do. It's OK to say “ | didn’t understand
anything you just did, could you try explaining a different way2" or just “Could you please repeat
that more slowly2”

&> Do the homework and read the section to be covered before you get to class, evenifitis
not required. Most people learn more effectively by doing. Homework acts like more repetitions;
the more times a piece of material is repeated, the better it is learned. Reading beforehand
allows you to ask better questions and get more out of the lectures.

Those are the basics to success in a math class at Whitman, but there are many resources and
other tips that are there to help you, the math student succeed.

ﬁ Smaller Things

Talk to your professors. If for no other reason than to make sure that your professor knows your
name, talk fo them. The professors here at Whitman are very accessible. All of them have office
hours and want to help the student succeed. It is here more likely than in the classroom where
the professor will go through problems step-by-step and explain every little thing. It is important to
realize that instead of thinking that your professor is a horrible teacher, realize that all of these
people have Ph.D.’s in math. To them, advanced calculus is child’s play. It is both the job of the
student and the professor to communicate. Think of what it might be like if Ken Griffey Jr. were to
try fo teach 5-year olds how to play baseball. Griffey is on a completely different level; the math
professors are on a completely different conceptual level than the calculus student for the most
part.

There is math help on the second floor of Olin right next to the UNIX computer lab, not to be
confused with the Olin computer lab on the first floor containing both Mac’s and PC’s. Even if
you don't think that you are going fo need help, it is a good idea to simply do your homework in
the math help room while there are a math majors and other calculus students available.

Practice with other students. Frequently, a student that understands the material can explain it
much more effectively than a professor can simply because the student's perspective is much
closer to your own than the teacher’s.

There is a solutions manual to the calculus textbook. It still only gives the odd answers, like in the
textbook, but it also works out the problems, showing many steps on the way to the solution. This
can be aninvaluable tool when there aren't any other resources available. Sometimes, all it
takes to get the “ah-hah!” feeling is seeing the steps required to solve the problem.




