STARS: S T A

~ FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Foreign Languages

Speaking the language:

* Speak the language frequently

* Immerse yourself in the language whenever possible

* Don't be afraid to make mistakes when speaking * it’s the only way to really improve.

* Speak to native speaker. They are always eager and happy to help with pronunciation orjustto

chat.
* Think the language from time to time to keep it fresh. (This way, there’s no one to critique if unsure

of pronunciation.)
Reading the language:

* Read quickly a few pages or a short chapter. At the end of the chapter, note the words you were
unfamiliar with and look up those words. Reread the passage.
* If more pressed for time, look up words as you go along (concentrate on the repeated words),

reading carefully.
* don’t get frustrated if having a difficult time. Put the material down and come back to it when

well rested and ready to concentrate.
* Read aloud to help with pronunciation.

Listening to the language:

* Concentrate all attention on the speaker.
* Look at the speaker {if possible).
* Ask questions if you don't understand what he or she said.

Writing the language:

* Write in language lab (allows access to spell checks and other resources).
* Have dictionary readily available.

* Outline or have thesis in mind before you start to write.

* Free yourself from distractions {especially English speaking ones).

General suggestions:

* Go to professors if having great difficulty. They are always willing to help and can give you their
own personal strategies.

* Expose yourself to the language as much as possible.

* don't be afraid to make mistakes.




