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Anthropology
Jason Pribilsky, Chair, Fall 2007
	 (on Sabbatical, Spring 2008)
Charles F. McKhann, Chair, Spring 2008
Gary Rollefson (on Sabbatical, 2007-08)
Suzanne Morrissey, Research Associate
	
	 Known as the “holistic science to human-
kind,’’ anthropology attempts to understand 
socio/cultural systems in the broadest of com-
parative perspectives. Anthropology seeks to 
examine the differences between the vast vari-
ety of existing human societies and to explain 
their development from simplest beginning to 
modern complexity. Archaeology and physical 
anthropology add a unique time depth to the 
discipline among the social sciences.
	 Anthropology courses coded at the 200 level 
are ethnographic survey courses (i.e., courses 
about some particular culture area). Courses 
coded at the 300 level are theoretical-topical 
(i.e., aimed at particular theoretical issues). 
All of these courses are open to students of all 
levels.
	 A student who enters Whitman without 
prior college-level preparation in anthropol-
ogy will have to complete 36 credits to fulfill 
the requirements for the anthropology major.  
Courses completed in the anthropology major 
apply to the social science and alternative 
voices (selected courses) distribution areas.
	 The Anthropology major: A total of 36 
credits in anthropology to include Anthropology 
101, 102, 318, 490, 491 and 492 (or 498); plus 
20 additional credits including at least one 
course from two of the following clusters: 
(219, 257, 258), (259), and (233, 239, 240, and 
249). Students may also fulfil the 200-level, 
by taking a special topics course (247). Only 
one 247- course will be allowed to meet the 
200- level course requirement. In the final year 
students majoring in anthropology must pass a 
senior assessment consisting of a written thesis 
and an oral defense.
	 The Anthropology minor: Anthropology 
101, 102, 318; plus eight additional credits in 
anthropology.

101 Paleoanthropology: An Introduction to
	 Archaeological and Physical Anthropology
4, x	 Morrissey
	 A basic introduction to the goals, concepts, and 
methods of archaeological and physical anthropology.  
Human origins, evolution, and modern variation are 
the focus of physical anthropology. Archaeology will 
be examined as a means of reconstructing extinct 
cultures. The broad evolution of culture from plio-
pleistocene to the origins of civilizations will be 
surveyed in archaeological perspective. Three periods 
per week. Open to first-year students and sophomores; 
juniors and seniors by consent only.

102 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology
x, 4	 McKhann
	 An introduction to the cross-cultural study of social 
and cultural systems employing a combination of eth-
nographic and anthropological theoretical materials. 
Three periods per week. Open to first-year students and 
sophomores; juniors and seniors by consent only.

219 Chinese Religion
x, 4	 McKhann
	 An introduction to the religions of the Han Chinese 
people. The emphasis is on the range of everyday 
religious beliefs and practices, rather than on insti-
tutionalized Buddhism and Taoism. Topics include: 
myth, cosmology, state religion, and the cults of an-
cestors, gods and ghosts, folk Buddhism and Taoism, 
and religious syncretism. Distribution area: social 
science or alternative voices.

231 Archaeology of South America
4; not offered 2007-08
	 A survey of the archaeological evidence in South 
America from the earliest occupations until European 
conquest in the 16th century AD. The course traces de-
velopments from the earliest hunter-gatherer societies 
to the emergence of states and empires. Readings will 
concentrate on increasing sociopolitical and socioeco-
nomic complexity revealed in settlement patterns, eco-
nomic diversity, art, architecture, and ritual practices, 
and how these developments varied across the diverse 
environmental regions of the continent. Distribution 
area: social science or alternative voices.
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233 Archaeology of East Asia
4; not offered 2007-08
	 An investigation of the rich tapestry of cultural 
development in eastern Asia from the earliest evidence 
of Stone Age occupations through the civilizations of 
the eighth century AD. Attention is focused on adapta-
tions to environmental and socio-economic factors that 
led to stable agricultural production; the emergence 
of civilization, states and empires; and the interaction 
of local and regional politics as expressed in cultural 
expressions of art, science, and conquest. Distribution 
area: social science or alternative voices.

238 The Archaeology of Mesoamerica
4; not offered 2007-08
	 A survey of the archaeological evidence in Mexico 
and Central America from the earliest occupations until 
European conquest in the 16th century AD. The course 
traces developments from the earliest hunter-gath-
erer societies to the emergence of states and empires.  
Readings will concentrate on increasing sociopolitical 
and socioeconomic complexity revealed in settlement 
patterns, economic diversity, art, architecture, and 
ritual practices. Distribution area: social science or 
alternative voices.

239 Prehistoric Archaeology of Europe
4; not offered 2007-08
	 Prehistoric Europe is a course designed to survey 
the general patterns of human physical, cultural and 
social development in the continent from the earliest 
appearance of human activity until the ages of metal-
lurgy. The changes in those general patterns over an 
immense period of time are placed against a backdrop 
of major alterations of local and regional climate as 
well as movements of people (including Greeks and 
Romans) and ideas along convenient routes of com-
munication.

247 Special Topics in Peoples and Cultures
1-4

247 ST: Anthropology and Ethnicity in China
4, x	 McKhann
	 This course is an introduction to (Han) Chinese 
ways of thinking about ethnic otherness. It begins with 
a brief history of early Chinese views of cosmological 
order and the place of various non-Han groups within 
that order. Following a more detailed study of map-
ping and ethnographic knowledge in the Qing Qynasty 
(1644-1911), it turns to the rise of modern anthropol-
ogy in the early 20th century, when some of China’s 
most famous anthropologists were trained abroad 
and then brought Euro-American models home to the 
Chinese countryside. The largest part of the course 
deals with developments in Chinese anthropology 
since 1949. Models introduced from the Soviet Union 
led to a particular style of Marxist anthropology in 
the 1950s and 60s. Since the 1980s, many foreign 
anthropologists have been at work in China, and many 
Chinese anthropologists have studied abroad. This has 

been a fertile period for Chinese anthropology, leading 
to new models and collaborative research, and raising 
new questions about ethnicity, development, and state 
power. Prerequisites: At least one course in cultural 
anthropology or modern Chinese history. This course  
may substitute for Anth 219, 257, or 258 to meet the 
cluster requirement for the anthropology major. Dis-
tribution area: alternative voices.

248 Native Cultures of North America	
x, 4	 Karson
	 This survey course examines a cross-section of 
peoples and cultures from native North America, focus-
ing on culture areas, languages, religions, traditional 
practices as well as contemporary life and current 
issues facing native communities today. Attention 
will be paid to how social, political, cultural and his-
torical events have come to shape and inform present 
day relations and identity formations. Ethnographic 
and historical information constitute the bulk of the 
course, which also includes native North American 
influences, origins, and pre-contact history. Particular 
attention will be paid to the peoples of the Columbia 
River Plateau, which includes the confluence of the 
Snake and Columbia Rivers and surrounding region. 
Distribution area: alternative voices.

249 Prehistoric Background to Western 
	 Civilization	
4; not offered 2007-08
	 The course examines the general patterns of hu-
man physical and cultural evolution from 1.5 million 
years ago until the beginnings of “civilization” in 
western Asia. Students are exposed to the results of 
archaeological surveys and excavations, gaining ex-
perience in the methods of analysis and interpretation 
of environmental and social parameters that influenced 
and witnessed increasingly complex cultural develop-
ment. The emergence of religious ceremony, craft 
specialization, refinement of economic strategies, and 
the intensification of social and political complexity are 
considered from Anatolia in the north, Iraq in the East, 
and Israel, Jordan and Sinai to the south. Distribution 
area: alternative voices.

257 Chinese Society and Culture
4; not offered 2007-08
	 An introduction to modern Chinese society and 
culture, rural and urban, with an emphasis on enduring 
cultural practices and modern transformation. Using 
ethnographies and films, this course looks at changing 
ideas about cosmos, the individual, family, gender, 
social relations, ethnicity, politics, and the state from 
late imperial times to the present. Distribution area: 
alternative voices.

258 Peoples of the Tibeto-Burman Highlands
4; not offered 2007-08
	 An introduction to the society and culture of the 
Tibetan, Yi, Naxi, Jingpo, and other peoples living 
in the region of southwest China, northern Mianmar 
(Burma) and Tibet. Studies in history, religion, politics, 
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and social structure point out the differences as well as 
the similarities among these Tibeto-Burman peoples.
Distribution area: alternative voices.

259 Andean Culture and Society Since the Inca
4; not offered 2007-08
	 An introduction to the history and culture of the 
highland Andes region of South America. The first 
half of the course will be focused on pre-Columbian 
cultures of the Andes with an emphasis on the art, 
architecture, religion, and political structure of the 
Inca Empire. The challenges of Spanish conquest 
and the culture of colonialism that followed will be 
analyzed for clues to understanding modern Andean 
culture. The second half of the course will be devoted 
to an ethnographic survey of modern Andean societies 
(in Bolivia, Ecuador, and Peru) with emphasis placed 
upon issues of race and ethnicity, mestizaje, ritual 
and religion, exchange and reciprocity, health and 
medicine, gender and family life, and environmental 
adaptation. Distribution area: social science or alter-
native voices.

305 Archaeology Method and Theory	
4; not offered 2007-08
	 The course investigates the history and current sta-
tus of the theories and methods used to obtain, analyze, 
and interpret information in the archaeological record 
for the purpose of reconstructing human cultural devel-
opment. The course material includes projects using 
artifactual materials curated at the Maxey Museum, 
and at least one field trip to an archaeological site in 
the Northwest is planned each semester. 

312 Visual Anthropology
4, x	 McKhann
	 An introduction to the history, theory and practice 
of ethnographic documentary, focusing on film and 
video, but including drawing, painting and photog-
raphy as modes of visualizing the anthropological 
subject. The work of the course is evenly divided 
between theory and practice. Students view, read 
about, and discuss ethnographic documentaries, while 
simultaneously producing their own in cooperative 
small groups. Prerequisite: Anthropology 102.

317 Language and Culture
4, x	 McKhann
	 Language is examined as a cultural system. The 
first half focuses on language structure and includes 
a discussion of signs, reference, meaning, and cat-
egories. The second half examines language use in 
socially situated contexts (pragmatics), and deals with 
problems of participant relations, poetic and discourse 
structure, and the analysis of myth and ritual as lin-
guistic genres.

318 History and Theory in Anthropology
4, x	 Pribilsky

	 The course will trace the development conceptually 
and historically of explanatory theory for socio-cul-
tural phenomena. “Schools” of thought such as Rac-
ism, Environmental Determinism, Marxism, Cultural 
Evolutionalism, Structuralism, and Neo-Boasian 
Particularism are presented and contrasted with an 
emphasis on the contribution of each to an emergent 
synthetic theory of culture. Three periods per week. 
Prerequisite: eight hours of anthropology or consent 
of instructor.

324 Myth and Religion in Traditional 
	 Societies
4; not offered 2007-08
	 A comparative examination of the role of my-
thology, ritual, and belief in socio-cultural systems.  
The primary emphasis is on belief and religious sys-
tems other than the major organized religions. Three 
periods per week.

327 Anthropology and History
4; not offered 2007-08
	 A seminar exploring and attempting to reconcile 
the differences between symbolic anthropological and 
historical approaches to the study of events. Read-
ings by Radcliffe-Brown, Cohn, Sahlins, Comaroffs, 
Ladurie, Burke, Dening, Furet, Braudel, and other an-
thropological historians and historical anthropologists. 
Open to all students, but intended especially for upper 
level anthropology and history majors. Enrollment will 
be limited to 12 students.

328 Culture, Health, and Healing: Medical 
Anthropology

4; not offered 2007-08
	 Medical anthropology looks at the interface be-
tween culture and health in all its forms across the 
spectrum of societies and cultures. A starting point for 
this course will be distinguishing physical “disease” 
from cultural understandings of “illness.” We will then 
explore the ways worldviews, beliefs, and practices 
shape both the incidence of disease and the expe-
rience of illness. Topics will include: the relationship 
between biology, ecological processes and culture, 
ethnomedicine, trance and healing, political economic 
determinants of sickness, cultural assumptions of 
biomedicine, cross-cultural mental disorders, “culture 
bound illnesses,” gender and health, and cultural con-
ceptions of the body. Throughout the course, students 
will assess the usefulness of applying the perspectives 
and methods of medical anthropology to the concerns 
of public and international health.

337 Doing Ethnographic Fieldwork: 
	 Researching and Writing Culture
4; not offered 2007-08
	 The goal of successful ethnographic fieldwork has 
been summed up by one prominent anthropologist as 
“to figure out what the devil [societies] think they are 
up to.” But how do anthropologists exactly do this? 
This course, run as a workshop, looks at how cultural 
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anthropologists devise research projects, collect data, 
and present their findings in ethnographic form. 
The first two-thirds of the course will be devoted 
to a hands-on exploration of various ethnographic 
methods. Students will select a “field site” to practice 
ethnographic methods with the culmination of their 
work being a written ethnography of about a group of 
people or cultural phenomena. Methods will include: 
mapping, linguistic and analysis, analysis of ritual 
behavior, ethnographic interviewing, and participant 
observation. During the last one-third of the course we 
will analyze new and alternative strategies of writing 
ethnography and the debates surrounding them. Pre-
requisite: Anthropology 102 or consent of instructor.

347 Special Topics in Anthropology
1-4

347A ST: Traditional Sites, Native Rights: 
Indigenous Concepts of Land

x, 4	 Karson
	 This course enters the arena of indigenous phi-
losophies toward landscape and land use, exploring 
concepts of traditional and contemporary land tenure, 
land claims, and federal land policies in various ab-
original territories. Also to be analyzed are the inherent 
connections between native concepts of religion and 
the land. The course will entail reading ethnographic 
case studies that hightlight ties between land and na-
tive identity. There will also be ethnographic films and 
other forms of direct testimonial from native people 
past and present relating the importance of the land 
to ongoing issues of cultural and politcal sovereignty. 
The class will be predominantly based on discussion 
with some lecture and will include a field trip to the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation. Students will complete 
weekly short response papers to the assigned readings 
and class discussion as well as a mid-semester research 
paper. There will be a final exam formatted as short 
answers and essay questions.

347B ST: Museums and Monuments: 
Representation in the 21st Century

x, 4	 Karson
	 This course explores the contemporary museum 
and commemorative space as places of reckoning, 
examining the historical legacies and forms of 
representation that created the museum trope. Seen 
largely as repositories for art and artifacts, museums 
and cultural centers have come to mean and interpret 
multiple facets of society. Resistance to that trope 
has allowed for new forms of museum space to be 
developed and reproduced, while remaining social and 
political nodes of contact. Students will examine these 
forms of representation while seeking connective ties 
within anthropology. Particular attention will be paid 
to the growth of the tribal museum in Native American 
homelands today.  

358 Sex and Gender in Anthropological Perspec-
tive

4; not offered 2007-08
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	 An introductory survey to anthropological think-
ing about gender and sex beginning with an early 
disciplinary emphasis on “sex roles” among hunters 
and gatherers and ending with contemporary research 
on “gendered identities.” Topics will include: nature 
vs. nurture debates, sex and reproduction, cultural 
construction of motherhood, third genders, and gender 
and religion. Organization of the course will follow 
along the development of different approaches and 
debates within anthropology, including psychological, 
structuralist, symbolic, feminist, and Marxist perspec-
tives. Distribution area: social science or alternative 
voices.

417 Independent Study in Anthropology
1-4, 1-4	 Staff
	 For advanced students only. The student will 
undertake readings in depth in an area of theory or 
content of his own choice. Prerequisite: consent of 
instructor.

491 Thesis Research
1, x	 Staff
	 Senior major students undertake basic biblio-
graphical research in a topical area leading to the 
writing of a thesis. A thesis outline and research plan, 
as well as a reading list, will be generated.

492 Thesis
x, 2	 Staff
	 Senior major students record in a thesis a sub-
stantial original research project based on the previous 
semester plan and basic bibliography.

498 Honors Thesis
x, 2	 Staff
	 Designed to further independent research leading 
to the preparation of an undergraduate honors thesis in 
anthropology. Required of and limited to senior honors 
candidates in anthropology. Prerequisite: admission to 
honors candidacy.


