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PENROSE LIBRARY 

 Welcome to the inaugural issue of the Penrose 
Library newsletter.  This occasional publication is 
designed to highlight the Library’s services, 
collections, achievements, programs, and staff 
and answer questions you might have.  We seek to
provide you with a rich array of articles that will 
enhance your research and educational 
experiences, and offer services that will help you 
organize and make sense of the information you 
find.  You’ll find articles highlighting new 
databases and collections, tips and techniques for 
searching, and announcements regarding new 
services, staffing changes, student suggestions, 

Welcome 

Videos and DVDs at Penrose
You may have noticed a change in the VHS and 
DVD collections here at the library.  The 
categorization of videos and DVDs will now be the 
same as the rest of the books in the library, and 
will be easier to browse by genre and subject.    
There are currently over 6000 titles in this 
collection.  Approximately one-quarter of the 
collection has been re-classified, and it is 
estimated that the project will be completed by 
the end of the summer. 

As the collection is converted the items will be 
moved from the shelves behind the reference desk 
to their new home in the DeMeules room, adjacent 
to the Allen Reading room on the second and third 
floors.   

We appreciate your patience during this transition.

For more information about the project or for help 
finding a movie, contact a librarian. 
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There is now a DVD player in the library that 
will play DVDs from regions other than that of 
the United States.  To view DVDs from Europe 
and Asia that will not play on a regular DVD 
player, please ask at the Circulation Desk in 
order to check out a key for that viewing room.

 

major gifts to the Library, technological innovations 
and enhancements, the faculty-librarian liaison 
program and other items important for your 
academic success. 
We hope that you enjoy this issue, and look forward 
to serving you in person and through our presence 
on the web: http://www.whitman.edu/penrose.  
Please don’t hesitate to call or email with 
suggestions for future issues.   

Wishing you all the best for Spring Semester, 

Dalia Hagan 
College Librarian 
hagand@whitman.edu 

 

Multi-Region DVD Player 

Quiet Study Areas 
The library is a great place to meet with friends 
to study or work on group projects, but please 
remember that there are people here who want a 
quiet space to study, and that noise carries.  The 
Allen Reading room is one of these quiet spaces, 
and any noise from the area on the third floor 
around the reading room will drift in.  Please be 
aware of this and respectful of those people 
looking for a quiet study space.  Thank you for 
your consideration. 
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Do you have to write papers for your classes?  Do 
you find that sometimes you don’t know where to 
start?  Do you wish you knew how to use library 
resources more effectively to make your research 
easier?  If you answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, a library resource database workshop 
might be right for you!  This semester there will 
be a series of workshops designed to help you 
learn how to do your research more effectively and 
efficiently.  Come by and learn, then impress your 
professors with your research skills!   

The workshops will include: Proquest Research 
Library, a general database covering a wide range 
of topics that is an excellent place to start a 
research project; Modern Language Association 
(MLA) International Bibliography, full of resources 
related to literature, languages, linguistics, 
folklore, drama and film; Historical Abstracts and 
America: History and Life, two indexes of journal 
articles covering world and US history; Web of 
Science, an index of the major publications in 
science, including chemistry, physics, biology, 
astronomy, and geology; PsychInfo, which 
includes citations, abstracts, bibliographies, tests 
and evaluations from professional and academic 
literature in psychology and related disciplines.  
There will be two sessions for each workshop, one 

Library Resource Workshops

As we enter the spring semester, the time for 
turning in theses is drawing near. Be sure to keep 
up with your research and have everything in 
order.   

There will be a special session offered in the 
library to cover any questions you have about your
research or submitting your thesis to the Library.  
It will cover borrowing policies and senior lockers, 
as well as research methods and other services 
provided by the Library. Thesis information 

Senior Thesis Information Session

over lunch (free pizza will 
be provided!) and one 
during the evening (free 
coffee and cookies).  
Laptops are available for 
checkout through the 
technology consultants in 
the library, although you 
are encouraged to bring 

sessions will be offered on February 1st, 12pm-
1pm and also 7pm-8pm.  Pizza will be 
provided during the lunch session, and coffee 
and cookies will be available during the evening 
session.  Please RSVP to Barbaraella Frazier at 
fraziebe@whitman.edu. 

If you haven’t signed up to receive a senior 
locker in the Library and you are interested in 
having one, there are still some available.  
Please ask at the Circulation Desk for more 
information.

 
 
 

your own.  Workshop space is limited, so be sure to 
email Beth Crockett at crockeel@whitman.edu to 
reserve your space.  Come to one or all and learn 
how to make the most out of the library! 

Schedule of Workshops: 
January 31- Proquest Research Library 

February 7- MLA 

February 14-Historical Abstracts and America:   

         History and Life 

February 21- Web of Science 

February 28- PsychInfo 

All workshops will be held at 12pm-1pm 
(free pizza) and at 7pm-8pm (free coffee 
and cookies) in the Center for Teaching and 
Learning in the Library. 
 
To reserve your space or if you have any 
questions, email Beth Crockett at 
crockeel@whitman.edu 
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Popular Literature in the Allen Room
In response to ongoing demand from the Whitman 
College community, Penrose Library recently began 
offering a new service on a trial basis. The Popular 
Literature collection, located in the Allen Room, 
offers the Whitman community a selection of recent 
publications for leisure reading. The collection 
includes selections from many genres, including 
Biography, True Adventure, General Fiction, 
Mysteries, Science Fiction, Graphic Novels, Nature 
Writing, History, Popular Culture, etc. with new titles 
added on a monthly basis. The collection is intended 
to provide a sampling of best sellers and other 
current titles that are being reviewed and discussed 
by the general reading public. The titles are leased to 
the library which makes it easy to provide readers 
with access to many popular titles that would 
otherwise be out of scope with the Library’s 
permanent collection.  

NEED REFERENCE HELP?  NOT SURE WHEN THE 

REFERENCE DESK IS STAFFED?  

Monday-Thursday: 10am-12pm, 1pm-5pm, 7pm-
10pm 

Friday: 10am-12pm, 1pm-5pm 

Sunday: 2pm-5pm, 7pm-10pm 

The Reference Desk is not staffed during spring 
break.  You may contact a reference librarian at 
any time using the contact information available at 
http://www.whitman.edu/penrose/contact.html 

 

Come see the Stuart Room!  Beginning this 
February, the Stuart Napoleon Room will be open 
for public viewing Wednesday afternoons, 2:30-
3:30 PM.  The Stuart Room houses books, furniture, 
and artifacts associated with Napoleon Bonaparte 
and his era.  For more information, contact Michael 
Paulus, Archivist and Special Collections librarian at 
paulusmj@whitman.edu. 

 

Stuart Room Open 

Questions?  Comments?  Suggestions for upcoming issues?  Contact Beth 
Crockett at crockeel@whitman.edu 

 

 


