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Literature

Literature is the study of poetry and prose, two different forms of writing which each require different
approaches of understanding. Poetry is an art of condensation and implication, the use of words as
a device of expression. Prose is, basically, everything else: the ordinary form of written or spoken
language, particular to each author.

Basic Study Tips:

Expect a lot of reading, so budget your time accordingly. Many lit. classes are discussion-based, so
make sure you keep up with the reading so that you can participate. It's easy to get left behind;
make sure you do all the assigned reading every day.

When reading, have a dictionary handy. Good authors use precise language, so make sure you
know exactly what the author means. Don’t rely on contextual clues to figure out the meaning.

Take notes while you read. Write scant notes in pencil in the book itself, but also write more
in-depth notes on a separate piece of paper. Why did that passage strike you?2 Also, make sure
you write down any questions you have or any problematic passages you come across.

Be expected to write your own interpretation of the work at some point. there's never simply one
solution in a work of literature but, there are several wrong ones. Write your papers ahead of time
and revise your thoughts. Ask your professor exactly what he/she wants out of each paper.

Reading Prose: (pay attention to these while reading)
*Setting (is this important2 How?2)
*Symbolism (how does this function in the work2 Why did the authorinclude it2)
*Title (what does it really mean? Is it straight-forward, or is there more to it2)
*Perspective (is it written in 1st person2 3rd person omnisciente How does this affect
interpretation?)
*Structure (how is the piece organized2 How does this affect the work?2)
*Characterization (values, emotions, mentally, physically, socially)
*Theme (an abstraction or generalization drawn from the details of a literary work. don’t

oversimplify)

Rhetorical Devices
*Schemes of Balance: parallelism, antithesis
*Schemes of Repetition: anaphora, epistrophe, alliteration
*Schemes of Omission: ellipsis

Some Ways of Approaching Literature
*Historical: what was happening internationally, nationailly, orlocally?2
*Sociological: what does the work reveal about the culture or subculture?
*Biographical/Autobiographical
*Moral: what is right/wrong?2 What are the consequences?
*Archetypal: can you identify any archetypes?
*Ideological: does it reflect the influence of the governing economic/political structure?
*Feminist: what is the role of women in the work2 What values do they represent?




Reading Poetry: (pay attention to these while reading)
*Tone (how do you feel? What is the emotive element?)
*Symbolism (How does this function in the work2 Why is it there?)
*Diction (what words does the author use2 Why does he/she choose those words?2)
*Subject (what is the poem about?2)
*Speaker (who'is telling the poem? What effect does this have oninterpretation?)

Read poems slowly and more than once

Observe details of language, form and sound

Note any figurative devices ([metaphor, simile, synecdoche, hyperbole,
litotes, irony, onomatopoeia, oxymoron, paradox, alliteration,
assonance, allusion)

Types of Poetry

*Narrative (story and action dominate): epic, ballad, romance
*Lyric {song and emotion): epigram, ode, elegy, aubade, sonnet, sestine

Be An Active Reader! Think While You Read!




