
~Ilw
.I~

Northwest and
Whitman College Archives
Penrose Memorial Library, Whitman College

1986 Newsletter
9: 1986

Each year the Northwest and Whitman College
Archives has been blessed with gifts from a
wide variety of contributors. Each
contribution, however large or small, has
added strength to our growing collection.
Financial aid, manuscripts, maps, pamph~ts,

rare books, periodicals, and photographs are
examples of the support we receive. As our
friends help us develop the archives, the
research capabilities of the collection grow
stronger. This common interest joins us in
building a valuable archival collection, and
our efforts are establishing a research
facility of quality and importance.

The archives program is divided into two
areas:

First is the Whitman College Archives.

1986 Donors

This is the depository for Whitman College
and student publications, business records,
photographs, Faculty and Alumni files, etc.
If it deals with Whitman College we are
interested in it.

The second area is the Northwest Archives.

We collect photographs, diaries, family
papers, business records, letters, maps,
and newspapers; all examples of material we
receive and preserve for research purposes.
Emphasis is placed on collecting local
materials.

The most rewarding aspect of this collection
is that it has been and is being strengthened
through the support of alumni and friends.
This is certainly an accomplishment in which
we all can take pride.

Lawrence L. Dodd
Curator/Archivist
Northwest & Whitman

College Archives

Vail, Martha Southworth
Van Arsdol, Ted
VanPatten, John C.
Virgin, Robert G.

watts, Tyrone
West, Dorothy R.
Whitman College Community

(Faculty & Staff members)
Woodbridge, Ross

Ted

Adams, Glen
Adlington, Myra & Terry
AIkins, Jeanne
Atchison, I. C.

Bachtold, Albert E.
Barela, Traci & Mike
Beach, Harriett
Beale, Sybil T.
Bell, Enid
Bennett, Robert A.
Blacklaw, Helen
Bollinger, Gladys
Brattain, Emma Jane

Carey, Shirley G.
Carter, Opal S. Allen
Chastain, Wayne
Childers, Imogene
Clegg, Bernita
Cochrane, Chuck
Conklin, New~an B.
Corley, Peggy

Dement, Kathryn

Dexter, Glenn E.

Edgerton, Ralph P.
Eagleson', James
Edwards, G. Thomas

Ferguson, Baker
Feringer, Jo Anne
Fortney, Maurice
Fosdick, Samuel J.
Fry, Mrs. Walter

Galloway, Torn
Garner, Mr. & Mrs.

Kenneth
Gibbons, Ralph
Graham, Mr. & Mrs. Harold
Grant, Rowena C.

Hanson, Franklin B.
Hilding, Marcella C.

Jansen, Leonard F.
Jesseph, Eula V.
Johnson, Harmon & Jean

Lund, Mrs. Lanny
Lynch, Mike

McCaw, Robert H.
McClane, Doug V.
McConn, Sherry

Mahan, Lloyd
Mian, Mrs. Aristide
Miles, Donna
Moore, John
Moore, Philip D.
Moore, Mrs. Sophia

Nathan, Robert
Neale, Emery

Orchard, Vance

Peach, Dr. Bernard
Perier, Richard
Pierce, Candace
Platz, Mr. & Mrs. Harry
Pryor, Nancy
Pugh, William O.

Rayburn, Linda
Rice, Jim
Roberts, Benjamin
Rupp, James M.

Schmidt, Mr. & Mrs.
Shafer, Ned
Shields, Cornelia
Sparks, Marilyn
Stickles, Franghie
Stone, Frank & Betty
Stutsman, Mr. & Mrs.

Thompson, Erwin N.

----_.

Harold

Materials Received Include

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions (Northwest & Hawaii materials);
Archival support; Books & Pamphlets; Business
Ledgers; Dogwood Press materials (Frank
McCaffrey); Equipment (barrowed for special
projects); Family Bibles; Financial support;
Fort Walla Walla materials; Geneological
materials; Letters (Family & Business);
McFeely materials; Manuscripts; Maps; Microfiche
Indexes; Newspapers (Walla Walla City & County);
Paintings (Whitman College People); Periodicals;
Photographs (Walla Walla City & County, Whitman,

1986 Activities

During 1986 I presented 12 talks, reaching some
530 people. Most of the presentations were an
expanded version of my Narcissa Whitman
presentation, which was given August 15, 1985
near Scotts Bluff, Nebraska (dedication of a
highway marker honoring Narcissa Prentiss
Whitman) .

April 23rd, with the co-operation of Pete Reid
(Treasurer at Whitman College), the first College
Bell, which has been in storage in the basement
of the old Music Building, was moved to the lobby
of Penrose Memorial Library. This bit of college
history is now nicely displayed in the lobby of
the library. An informative pamphlet on the
history of the bell was printed. The text was
compiled from research conducted by Traci Hill
Barela, who is an alum of Whitman College and
the archives.

I

Pacific Northwest); Postcards; Prescott High
School materials; Publications (Walla Walla City
& County, Regional, Northwest); Purity Market
Materials; Railroad materials; Rajneeshpuram
(Antelope, Ore.) materials; Sager material;
Scrapbooks (Whitman College, Walla Walla City &
County, Regional); Slides; Walla Walla High
School materials; Whitman College materials
(scrapbooks, photograph albums, publications);

World War II materials; Yearbooks (Whitman
College); Y.M.C.A. materials (1906 time capsule
contents) .

In November the White Temple Baptist Church
(corner of Boyer and Park) was removed. On July
16th, before the interior was disturbed, Terri
White (then acting director of Sheehan Gallery)
and I photo-documented the church interior. with
the exception of the stained-glass windows, the
project was done in black and white.

June 1st, in company with National Park Service
personnel, local history buffs, and escorted by
a Forest Service employee, a vehicle tour of the
proposed Whitman trail (1836) over the Blue
Mountains was taken. We spent the day taking
photographs and discussing the route. This
tour was in preparation for a horseback ride
over the route (I decided against doing the
latter) .

July 25-26 Professor Tom Edwards, Marilyn Sparks,



and I co-ordinated a Northwest Missionary History
Conference held on campus. The "Team of Three"
found themselves very busy, but our work really
paid off, for the conference was a big success.
The conference was put together by the National
Park Service, and the local NPS personnel were
very active in the planning and operation of the
conference. The lectures were held in Maxey
auditorium, and we averaged 90+ people at each
session.

With some gentle ~ressure from Glen Adams, Ye
Galleon Press, Fa~rfield, Wa., I finally
finished footnoting an 1866 book on Northwest
history. In October of 1982 Mr. Adams requested
that I supply an introduction and footnotes for
the book Sketches of Travel in Oregon and Idaho,
by Charles Aubrey Angelo (also known as Chaos).
I thought the project would be relatively simple,
so I accepted the responsibility. After a
second reading I realized that the potential
for improving the book was much greater than
initially anticipated. Angelo was a traveling
correspondent for the California Daily Alta,
and from his articles he had published two
books, one in 1865 (reprinted by Mr. Adams in
1969), and the volume I worked on. The research
part of the project involved finding as many of
Angelo's Alta articles as possible; contacting
libraries and/or archives that possibly would
have information about Angelo or what he was
writing about; and reading early Washington,
Oregon, and Idaho newspapers. I did use some
book on Northwest history, but for the most
part I tried to use sources that were
contemporary with Angelo's 1862-1866 travels
in the Pacific Northwest. The final result was
an introduction, preface, list of contributors,
list of 46 Alta articles written by Angelo, and
some 150 typed pages of footnotes. All the
material was delivered to the printer on
September 25th, and now we look forward to
seeing the final product.

We continue to receive McCaffrey/Dogwood Press
materials. Before Mr. McCaffrey passed away
I had discussed with him the possibility of
designing a bookplate for Dogwood Press items.
We agreed upon the design, and Frank planned
to have it printed. Before he could get the
project started he died. This year I followed
through, and using the on campus printing
service, had our design printed.

~(Ihz~Imprint
Whitman College Collection

(Logo; Glfl to F. McCaFfre)' from Rod: .... dll\cnt)

Over the years I have been fortunate in having
volunteers to do short term special projects.
This assistance is very beneficial to the
archival program, and I plan to continue the
use of these people.

A more formal program was established this year
(1986). Nancy Pryor, retired director of the
Washington Room, Washington State Library,
Olympia, began volunteering two days a week.
Her first day was January 28th, and since that
time she has been a very faithful volunteer.
Nancy has been working with the Dorsey Syng
Baker papers, from developing a typescript of an
1870's letter press book, to transcribing
diaries. Her keen knowledge of local and
regional history has been of great help in
working with the Baker papers. She also
has been of great assistance in helping
patrons. We are very fortunate that Nancy
has moved to this area (resides in a family
home just southwest of Dixie, Wa.), and sharing
her knowledge and talents for the benefit of
Whitman College.

Our second volunteer is Vance Orchard, retired
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin reporter. Over the
years Vance has made good use of the archives.
Since retirement he has continued a very active
life of writing, research, and volunteer work

for various organizations in Walla Walla. On
November 12th Vance began volunteering one day
a week to the archives. Presently Vance is
compiling a list of all the Senior Citizen
articles he has written for the Union-Bulletin
since" 1977. Vance's knowledge of local and
regional history is of great benefit to the
archives program and its patrons.

We look forward to a long and productive relation
ship with our volunteers.

The volunteer program does not replace the
student assistants. We continue to use
students to accomplish a number of tasks that
are necessary to the archives program.
They work with archival collections, help
maintain clipping files, assist patrons, and
accomplish a number of jobs that confront the
archives staff. During 1986 Connie Fogarty,
Matt Hiefield, Deborah Kafoury, Theresa Carvey,
and Gigi Rennie were archival student assistants.
Matt and Deborah have continued on and are
presently engaged in several projects.

In July of 1985 the archives program received
sufficient funds to establish the Ruth Reynolds
Archives Endowment. The initial gift of $2,000
has increased to $13,700, through the financial
support of 42 individuals and two companies. I
am very pleased that this first archives endow
ment honors Ruth S. Reynolds (1901-1985), whose
dedication to the collection and preservation of
Whitman College, Walla Walla, and Northwest
archival material made the collection strong
enough to justify the establishment of an
archival program at Whitman.

A second endowment is in honor of Joel E. Ferris
(1874-1960), who spend over 50 years as a
successful Spokane, Wa., banker and civic
leader. In 1934 Mr. Ferris became a member of
the Whitman College Board of Overseers, and in
1942 Whitman presented him with an honorary
LLD degree. Mr. Ferris was extremely interested
in regional history. He wrote a number of
articles on various subject, and his work
appeared in popular and scholarly journals, and
in newspapers.

Over the past several years individuals and
foundations have financially supported various
aspects of the archives program. The progress~-

we have made in several areas is directly
related to this support. Collecting is only
part of the task; preservation, adequate
housing and making materials accessible also
require financial aid. With this continued
support and the increasing growth of the
endowment our future looks much brighter. I
hope we will be able to establish new programs
that will benefit all those who use the
archives, while still increasing the security
and protection of valuable archival materials.

In July we had the honor of assisting eight
Japanese scholars (two teams of four each) who
had received a research grant from the Japanese
Ministry of Education, to conduct "A
Comprehensive Research on Japanese Education
Documents under the Occupation of the Allied
Powers in the united States". Their purpose
for visiting the Northwest and Whitman College
Archives was to research the files of Dr.
Walter Crosby Eells (a grandson of Cushing
Eells). Initially only one team was to visit
us, but when both teams met in Pullman the
scholars that had visited Whitman informed the
second team that they had to see the Eells
material, and the second team made a special
trip to Walla Walla just for that purpose.
The importance of this collection is that from
1947 to 1951 Dr. Eells was with General MacArthur's
staff in Tokyo as advisor on higher education to
the Japanese government. As a result of his
experiences in the Far East and elsewhere, Dr.
Eells produced important bibliographies on
Japanese education, and his collection of
pamphlets and writings on this subject are
a significient contribution to the subject. Our
visitors were very pleased and impressed with
the collection, and were surprised to find
materials that they had not seen nor heard of
before. On their return to Japan I received a
very nice letter from them expressing their
"sincere appreciation for your kind assistance
for having our research groups from Japan",
and that "The Papers of Walter Crosby Eells
will greatly contribute Japanese researchers
for studying the postwar Japanese education."



The Rev. Samuel Parker (I 779·1855)

(Author of JOURNAL OF AN EXPLORING TOUR
BEYOND THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 1838)

1986 Was the l50 th anniversary of the arrival
of Marcus and Narcissa Whitman in the Walla
Walla Valley. In recognition of this
historical event I have chosen the following:

A letter written (Sept. 18, 1883) to the Rev.
Myron Eells from Samuel J. Parker, son of the
Rev. Samuel Parker.

In 1835 Dr. Marcus Whitman and Rev. Samuel
Parker traveled from the east coast to the
Fur Traders' Rendezvous, west of the Continental
Divide. Here the two men decided Parker would
continue west and explore for sites where the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions could establish missions among the
western Indian tribes, while Whitman would
return east for reinforcements.

In 1883 the Rev. Myron Eells published a story
about the Rev. Samuel Parker in the Seat'tle
Post-Intelligencer. After reading the artlcle,
Samuel J. Parker wrote to Eells relating his
impression of the article written about his
father. First you will read the letter Parker
wrote (original in the Northwest archives), and
then the newspaper article Eells wrote (from
the Eells scrapbook collection in the archives).

Ithaca Tompkins Co N.Y.
Sept 18th 1883

Rev Mr. Eells, Dear Sir: Your
article in the Seattle Weekly Post
Intelligencer on Rev Samuel Parker 
my father - is an excellent one.
But few sentences are such as I would
not use. It is the most unexceptiona
ble one every written so fully on
him that I have ever seen; and does
you much credit for fairness, truth
and dignified defence, and state
ment of one to which Oregon owes
so much. It is a pitty that he
could not have lived to see the
wonderful "Oregon", he saw so
miserably destitute, when he
saw it.

A few typographical errors need
correction as not Miss N Sears but H.
Ithaca is sometimes erroneously IthT
ca. Apulia is not in New Jersey 
but is in Onondaga Co New York,
and a few others. But for these
you are not responsable.

I suggest that you give in another
article the facts and proof of who
were sent by the Nez Perces to
St Louis in 1832 to get the Bible
and missionaries, as that has been
disputed.

Sometime ago I received a line sug
gesting certain things, that I
have not had the time to attend
to as yet.

I shall examine the corning winter
I hope all the boxes of letters &c
that may have correspondence from
father or Dr Whitman or others.
And I shall copy all that may
be interesting for safe keeping
in "Oregon" and San Francisco.
By the way does our mutual
friend' of Tacoma drink, he
is so sinful now, and uncertain
that I fear he has that habit.
Certainly he has not a Christian
experience or hope.

I am as I said, disgusted with
William H. Gray. His book lies on
my table now. His first chapter
to page 96 has but few indiscre-
tions, but thence on it is without
judgment, and false often of the
missionaries. I would like to know the
real history of the man; as a
missionary, as a man since. He in
no place in his book speaks as
a Christian man, evenly implica
tion. So I conclude he must have
abandoned all religion, and be
a more money maker, and a
man who spites all the missionaries as
he has my father.

I send a fuller copy of my "Ore
gon" manuscript to Bancroft of
San Francisco, fuller, and with
some corrections. Mainly the ones
you obtained at Tacoma.

I will try and keep you
,informed of anything of interest

.3

I may find in the letters &c
next winter.

The history, beginning with my
father, and thence through Dr
Whitman, & your father and others,
missionaries, is a direct line, and
has taken such shape, that no
one can change it. It is a rna
jestic onward, to a noble end.

& Hudsons Bay Co, gone,
forever & a bright land is open.
With thanks that you have made
the excellent narrative you
have of my father I am &c

Yours &c

S. J. Parker

REV. SAMUEL PARKER.

[By Rev. M. Eells.]

There were pioneers to this coast, and there
were pioneers; pioneers by steamer, by ship, by
wagon, on horseback, and there were pioneers of
pioneers. Among these latter was the subject of
this sketch, who explored the way for the heroes
and heroines of 1836 and 1838.

Dr. Marcus Whitman did a great work for this
coast; so great that it has been thought proper to
give his name to a county and a college in our
Territory, and erect a monument of stone at his
grave. Yet there was one man who preceded him
in the work, who led him and other missionaries,
and through them many others into the country;
who showed some remarkable qualities, but who
did not remain long in the country, and hence is
not as well known as some of the others--Rev. S.
Parker.

He was born at Ashfield, Massachusetts,
April 23, 1779, and was the son of Elisha and
Thankful M. Parker. He was of Puritan ancestry,
his grandfather landing at Plymouth, Mass., not
long after the settlement of Plymouth, but soon
after he moved to Yarmouth, on Cape Cod, whe~e

the old family homestead still stands on ParKer
river. The subject of thissketdhbegan study for
college in 1778, at Williamsburg, Mass., but soon
ceased because of ill health. In 1801 he again
began at his horne, and continued till he entered
Williams College, in 1803, when he was admitted
to Sophomore standing. He graduated in 1806,
with an oration by appointment. After teaching
a year in Brattleboro, Vermont, he began the
study of theology with Rev. Theophilus Packard,
of Shellboro, Mass., and at the end of a year
was licensed to preach, partly because of his
pecuniary straits, for his parents were not rich.
After this he immediately went west, on a horne
missionary tour to Steuben county, New York, and
Northern Pennsylvania, preaching almost daily at
the calling of tin horns or hallooing calls to
little clusters of people, in log and other
cabins, through the winter and spring. Returning
to his native State he went to Andover Theologi
cal Seminary, and graduated with the first class
from that institution. Immediately after that
he was commissioned by the Massachusetts Horne
Missionary Society and again went West, traveling
as far as where Buffalo now stands, and preaching
in dozens of places, really preparing himself for
his latter tour to Oregon. In 1812 he received
a call to Danby, N.Y., where November 12th, he
was ordained and installed. Soon after he went
to Ashfield, where he was married to Miss N.
Sears, to whom he was engaged, though she was
dying with consumption. As she was unable to
return with him that winter he left her, and in
the spring attempted to go with him, but died on
the way at Richfield Springs. On December 11,
1815, he was again married to Miss Jerusha Lord,
of Danby, N.Y., who was the mother of his three
children--Mrs. Jerusha VanKirk and Dr. S. J.
Parker, both now of Ith~ca, N.Y., and Rev. H. W.
Parker, late Professor in the Massachusetts Ag
ricultural College, and now Professor of Natural
Sciences in Grinnell College, Iowa.

(
Rev. Samuel Parker remained at Danby about

fifteen years, after which for a time he became
the financial agent of Auburn Theological Seminary,
New York. The money he collected was very essen
tial to the existence of that institution, and
he was thought to have been successful in its col
lection. About 1830 he removed from the home
stead he had built at Ithica [sic] and became
pastor at Apulia, New Jersey, where he remained
two and a half years, where he had part in the
great revivals of 1831. He then went to Middle
field, Massachusetts, where he remained as pastor
for one year, but left there because of the un-



SAMUEL PARKER

favorable influence of the climate on the health
of his wife.

About the time he was at Middlefield the
five Nez Perces and other Indians who went to St.
Louis in search of the white man's God and bible
reached that place, and their request was made
pUblic in the early part of 1883. Mr. Parker
saw this call, and read it at the monthly concert
of prayer for foreign missions to his people. As
he thought the matter over it became a personal
matter to him, more so than other missions, and
eventually led him to offer himself to the Ameri
can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions
to go to Oregon. This was probably the first
offer of the kind ever made. It is true that the
Methodist Board of Missions also became interested
in the same object, and sent out Rev. Jason Lee
and others, who started a short time before Mr.
Parker's first start, and arrived in Oregon a
year before he did, but Mr. Lee did not offer him
self first to the board; the board called him.
On the other hand Mr. Parker called his board to
undertake the work, and made the following offer,
which is here given as probably the first one made
for this coast:

MIDDLEFIELD, MASS., April 10, 1833.

Reverend and Dear Brethren--The whole world
evidently presents a field white for the harvest,
and the heathen themselves are chiding Christians
for their negligence in obeying the command, "Go
ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature." From my first entering the
ministry I have had, I think, some of the mission
ary spirit. For about four years I labored in the
new settlements of the West. Since I saw the com
munication concerning what was stated under the
head of "Wise men from the West," I have asked my
self, "Am I doing my duty with reference to those
who are perishing without the Gospel?" And I have
taken the subject under prayerful consideration,
and have come to the conclusion to offer myself to
go beyond the Rocky Mountains to establish a
mission among the Flathead Indians or some other
tribe. My views are to take one or two others
with me, or go alone if best, and explore the
field; if any go with me, to establish them where,
in Divine Providence, it may appear there is the
greatest promise of doing good; to take the traders'
route across the Rocky Mountains, and after a few
years myself to return to my family, who will be
left at Ithaca, where I have a house. As to funds,
I think many of my friends would make special
effort for such an enterprise. Do you ask when
I would be ready to go? To morrow [sic], or if
time should be necessary to make preparations,
I would spend the time collecting means. I sub
mit the cause to the disposal of God, and for
his direction.

Not receiving an immediate reply, he wrote
again, and in July received a reply which stated
that other business and the absence of the proper
secretary to whom the department of Indian mis
sions properly belonged, prevented a definite
reply; and afterwards the letters seemed so dis
couraging, that Mr. Parker concluded he was not
wanted, and so the matter dropped for a time.
In the meantime he left Middlefield and returned
to Ithica [sic], where he took charge of a ladies'
seminary.

The first Monday of January, 1834, was ob
served by the Presbyterian church at Ithica [sic]
as a day of prayer for the conversion of the
world. Mr. Parker was present, and his old en
thusiasm for the Oregon work again arose; he
pressed it so earnestly on the church that it
became aroused. Mr. Parker proposed that the
church take upon itself the responsibility of the
mission, and furnish the men and the means, under
the direction of the American board. The proposi
tion was favorably received, a committee of five
was appointed to take charge of the matter, and
three men offered themselves for the work. A
letter was written by this committee, of which
Mr. Parker was a member, January 14, 1834, to the
board, stating the action of the church, and ask
ing if the board would superintend the work. In
the absence of the proper secretary of the board,
another one replied in a letter which was still
not very encouraging; but with the church of
Ithica [sic] back of him, and probably sufficient
means and men to make a beginning, Mr. Parker,
with the committee, would not be discouraged, and
persevered until at last the board accepted the
direction of the work. But so much time had been
occupied in correspondence and preparation, that
it was May 5th, 1834, before all were ready to
start. Mr. Parker, then fifty-five years old,
with two young men, Messrs. John Dunbar and
Samuel Allis, were commissioned for the mission.
As the church had assumed the support of the work,
it held a special meeting at the time of their
departure. On Monday, May 5th, the church bells
rang before five o'clock in the morning, calling
those interested toqether. At that early hour
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the church was filled. The baggage was piled
near the folding doors. After prayer, the singing
of a hYmn and giving the right hand of fellow
ship, came the public and private farewells.
Stages drove into the park in front, a company
of some forty got in and were driven about two
miles on the way to the lake; again a good bye
[sic] was said, and the Cayuga lake steamer
Telemachus moved off with the beginning of the
Oregon mission, Mrs. Parker accompanying her
husband across the lake.

The missionaries however arrived at St.
Louis too late for the caravan of the American
Fur Company for that year, without whose protec
tion it was unsafe to proceed, or Mr. Parker
would have been along with Rev. Jason Lee, but as
it was the whole enterprise was delayed another
year. This was discouraging, but Mr. Parker
would not be discouraged. According to instruc
tions from the Board Messrs. Dunbar and Allis
entered upon the work among the Pawnee Indians,
and the Ithaca church gave their means to sus
tain that mission and relinquished the responsi
bility of the Oregon work. Mr. Parker returned
to Ithaca and was commissioned by the Board to
spend the time until the next February in holding
missionary meetings, monthly concerts for prayer,
and in preaching and raising funds in New York.
A letter of his dated Franklinsville, N.Y., Dec.
5, 1834, gives the following information:

My Dear Family:--My labors have been fa
tiguing [sic] owing to the very bad state of the
roads. (He traveled with his own horse and wagon) •
My success has been as good as I expected. The
collections, though small, have been greater than
have ever been taken up on any other application
of like nature. I have found some missionaries.

.Dr. Whitman, of Wheeler, Stenben County, New York,
has agreed to offer himself to the Board ,to go
beyond the mountains. He has no family. Two
ladies offer themselves, one a daught~r of Judge
Prentiss, of Amity, Alleghany County; the other
a Miss McCoy, of Cuba, offers herself. Also one
minister, very promising except his health. Also
a Mr. Clark and Rev. Samuel May, brother to Mrs.
Powell. Ever affectionately,

It is impossible to say now whether Dr. Whit
man and Miss Prentiss, who afterwards became his
wife, were then acquainted or not. It is the im
pression of Dr. S.J. Parker, son of Rev. S. Par-
ker, from whom most of the foregoing information
has been obtained, that his father wrote Dr. Whit
man that he had better go and see her at her
father's house, and Mrs. Whitman said, in his
father's parlor, before leaving: "We had to make
love somewhat abruptly, and must do our courtship
now we are married."

The fall and winter being spent in this
manner, on the 4th of March, 1835, he again started,
but with no public demonstrations from the church
at Ithaca, as they no longer felt that the Mission
was under their care. At St. Louis he met Dr.
Whitman, who had preceded him a few days. They
left that place on the 8th of April, but nearly
a month was spent mostly in Missouri before they
left what was called the United States.

When fully on their way, a new danger awaited
them, not from Indians or wild animals, but from
their white travelling companions. On May 24th,
the Sabbath, Dr. Whitman and Mr. Parker rested,
while the caravan moved on. The movements of this
caravan were so slow that they felt they could
easily overtake it, and as there was no danger from
hostile Indians, they felt it to be their duty to
rest on that day. The next day they overtook the
caravan before night; but some of the men were
much displeased because of this resting on the
Sabbath. On that Monday the caravan crossed the
Neshnabetana on a raft, and to express their dis
pleasure they cut some of the barks with which
the raft was bound together, and set it adrift.
Fortunately, it did not drift far before it lodged
against a tree, and when Messrs. Parker and Whit
man came along without much loss of time, they
repaired it and passed over. At night one of the
desperados went to their tent with a basin of al
cohol, and said that they were offended, because
of this refusal to travel on the Sabbath, but, if
they would take a friendly drink with him, it would
be passed over. This, of course, was refused.
He then said that some of the men were highly dis
pleased, and gave them to understand that their
lives were in danger, and as a way of reconcillia
tion urged them at least to put the basin to their
lips and wet them. They still refused, and after
considerable urging without being able to shake
their temperance principles he left, but without
giving up some purpose of revenge in the future.
But here, let it be noted, Providence took the
matter into its hands. The company remained at
Council Bluffs about three weeks, making final
preparations for their journey. While there, the
spasmodic cholera broke out with great malignity.



The warm weather, intemperate habits of the men
and their manner of living, evidently aggravated
the disease so that three men died and several
others barely recovered. Dr. Whitman's medical
skill was now precisely what was needed, and with
Mr. Parker as nurse, he did what he was able to
save them, and he was largely successful. It was
plainly seen and frankly acknowledged that, but
for his practice, the men would have dispersed,
and the caravan would have failed of going to
its destination. This assistance thus rendered
turned enemies into friends--enemies, who were so
full of hatred because of this Sabbath example
·that, as they afterwards confessed, they intended
to kill the missionaries on the first convenient
occasion.

The manner of encampment is described as
follows: To form a large hollow square, en
closing about an acre, having the river on one
side, three wagons on part of another coming
down to the river, and opposite three more in
the same manner, on the opposite side, with
the packages so arranged in parcels as to fill
up the rear, and the sides not occupied by
the wagons. The horses and mules near the
middle of the day were turned out under guard
to feed for about two hours, and the same again
towards night until after sunset, when they were
brought into the hollow square and picketed
with ropes twelve feet long. The men were di
vided into small companies and stationed at the
several parcels of goods where they slept. The
whole however was formed into six divisions to
keep guard, who relieve each other every two
hours. At break of day the usual call is "Out,
out, gear up your mules."

On the twelfth of August they reached the
rendezvous of the company on Green river. Here
two or three hundred men, whom they had engaged
in hunting, trapping and trading come in to
gether with a large number of Indians of various
tribes, to bring their furs and obtain new sup
plies. Several days were spent here. Among
those who were present were several chiefs of
the Nez Perces and Flatheads with their people.
All the information possible was obtained from
all present. A council was held with the In
dians, the objects of their journey were laid
before them, and the missionaries asked them if
they wanted teachers. Several of the chiefs
made speeches, earnestly requesting instruction,
and making all the promises desired. After con
siderable deliberation it was thought best for
Mr. Parker to go on with the Indians while Dr.
Whitman should return with the caravan, obtain
more helpers and so save a year.

At first Dr. Whitman proposed this plan,
but afterwards had some misgivings about it,
lest some accident should happen to Mr. Parker
and he should be blamed for it, but Mr. Parker
relieved him of all such fears and it was de
cided to separate.

A prominent young Nez Perces [sic] was
selected as particular assistant, and a "voya
geur," who understood enough of the Nez Perces
[sic] and English to act as interpreter. Cap
tain Bridger and about fifty men accompanied
him for nine days, but then went north to trap
and hunt, and from thence to Walla Walla Mr.
Parker had no white traveling companion. This
was'one of the most courageous ventures of early
history. Had he been a young man, as Dr. Whit
man, or with a companion of some kind, or had
his tour been in later years it would not have
been so strange. But Mr. Parker was 56 years
old, he was alone with the Indians, and it was
at an early day--1835--when fur companies did
not often run such risks.

On one Sabbath which Mr. Parker spent with
them, at his suggestion they built a church
lOOx20 feet out of their tent poles and other
material, carpeted it with skins, and an audi
ence of four or five hundred listened attentively
to a sermon.

On the 8th of September Mr. Parker was
taken sick, occasioned by a cold and resulting
in inflammation of the lungs. He grew worse
for twenty days, although the Indians continued
to travel most of the time, on account of scarcity
of food, while because of hostilities they went
through some of the roughest country there was-
through the Salmon River Mountains. The pain in
Mr. Parker's head and breast continued, fever set
in, he bled himself several times and grew weaker
until he feared he should die alone in the wilder
ness. Yet still he tried to say, "The will of
the Lord be done." After a time, however, he re
covered; but such a sickness for so long a time,
with no Christian friend near, no pillow but his
portmanteau, and not much opportunity to stop and
rest, was suffering not to be lightly spoken of,
but which this one of the early pioneers endured.

s-

On the 6th of October, he reached Fort Walla
Walla, where Mr. Pambrun, then in charge, gave
him a kind welcome, and he said he never felt a
greater joy on entering the habitation of civi
lized man. It was truly pleasant again to sit at
a table, spread with furniture, and with such
luxuries as bread and butter, sugar and milk, of
which he had been deprived for about three months.

He remained at this place but two days, and
then went down the Columbia to Vancouver, where
Dr. John McLaughlin received him with kindness,
and invited him to remain during the winter.
Fifty-six days journeying with Indians only,
over the battle-grounds of Indians, and also
where whites and Indians had often fought, months
without bread and scarcely any vegetables, to
an old man, fifty-six years of age, brought up
to the kind of food he liked, and the refinements
of life, this surely was the pioneering of pioneer
life.

Mr. Parker accepted Dr. McLaughlin's invita
tion, although the next day after his arrival,
wishing to learn all he could of the country,
and having a good opportunity on the brig May
Dacre, he left for Astoria. When the place was
announced--then a noted place and twenty-five
years old--his curiosity was excited. He looked,
but could not discover what to all on board was
so plainly seen; he blamed his powers of vision,
and reluctantly asked the captain: "Where is
Astoria?" "Why," was the reply, "right down
there--that is Astoria." He saw two log cabins,
and said within himself: Is that the far-famed
New York of the West? At that time it was with
out fortifications, and was occupied by two white
men. There were two acres cleared, a part of
which was cultivated with potatoes and vegetables.
He also made one journey up the Willamette to
French Prairie, and above it to the Methodist mis
sion station of Rev. J. Lee, and after tnat he
remained at Vancouver until April 14,-1836, preach
ing on the Sabbath, and during the rest of the
time gathering all the information he could
about the country. In the spring he determined
to return East overland. He went to the Nez
Perce country, intending to go with some of those
Indians to the rendezvous, by way of the Grand
Ronde and southern Idaho, but the Nez Perce
Indians, on account of hostile Blackfeet, who
roamed over that part of the country, had de
termined to go by way of the same route which .<. __

Mr. Parker had come. As but little new informa
tion could be gathered on such a journey he
changed his plans, and wrote to Dr. Whitman and
friends in the East, sending his letters by the
Indians. Next he returned to Walla Walla, and
started for a tour north as far as Colville.
He found the Spokanes as eager for the gospel
as the Nez Perces were. From Colville he went
to Fort Okanagan and then down the Columbia to
Walla Walla, and thence to Vancouver. The more
he became acquainted with the country the more
he was convinced that it ought to be occupied
with missionaries as soon as possible.

Two plans were now before him. One was to
return home by ship, as one of the Hudson's [sic]
Bay Company's vessels was going to the Sandwich
Islands, on which they offered him a free passage.
By this means he thought he would save several
months, as he could not return overland until the
next year. The other was to remain, labor for
the good of the whites and the Indians, and as
sist the new missionaries, which he could do
much better personally than he could by letter
and return the next year the same way that he
came. After consulting with those he thought
were his most judicious friends, he determined
on the former course, and on the 21st of June
sailed in the Columbia from Astoria. He was de
tained at the Sandwich Islands several months
waiting for a vessel, but in December found one,
which, after calling at the Society Islands and
Tahiti, reached New London, Connecticut, May 18,
1837, and seven days later he was at home, from
which he had been absent two years and two months,
having traveled about twenty-eight thousand miles.

As soon as practicable afterwards, he pub
lished a book, which gave an account of his
journey and a description of the country and its
inhabitants through which he had passed, and from
which this account of his tour is taken. This
book passed through six editions, comprising at
least sixteen thousand copies. It spread broad
cast over the country the way to reach Oregon,
the nature of the country, and was recommended
both by home and foreign critics.

As an observer Mr. Parker was very close,
and it was intelligent observation. He described
the manners and customs of the Indians, spoke
of their mortality and numbers as well as of
their desire for instruction. He wrote of the
trees, fruits and flowers and grass, of the
fishes, birds and animals; described the country,



both in its geographical and geological informa
tion; first discovered coal in the Black Hills,
and the observations on these points, says the
New Yorker of 1838, are richly worth twice the
cost of the volume. He described the fur compan
ies, collected short vocabularies of the Nez
Perces [sic], Klickitat, Calapooya and Chinook
languages, devoted one chapter to meteorology,
keeping an account of the thermometer three times
a day while at Vancouver, spoke of a Willamette
falls canal, of railroads in Oregon, and in his
edition of 1838, first publicly announced the
practicability of a railroad from the Atlantic
to the Pacific. He ever kept interested in the
country and it [sic] its political status. In
1839 he addressed Hon. Caleb Cushing, then a
representative at Washington, on the subject of
Oregon as a Territory of value to the United
States, in danger of being lost, and Mr. Cushing
requested him to prepare a memorial on the sub
ject, and when Dr. Whitman went East in 1842-3
to warn our Government of British designs, he

counselled with his aged fellow missionary on
the subject.

After his return he visited New England,
the Middle States and Canada, lecturing on
Oregon and supplying various pulpits until
December, 1847, when he was stricken with
paralysis while temporarily supplying the pulpit
at Volney, N.Y. This rendered his left side
nearly useless. He managed by driving with one
hand, to reach the home of his son-in-law, six
teen miles distant, where he lay, unable to
swallow, fed by a tube for nearly three months,
when he was taken home in a sleigh, on a feather
bed. In the course of two years he recovered
as far as such paralysis is ever recovered from,
and had fair health until his death, of conges
tive inflammation of the lungs, March 21st, 1866,
at the age of nearly eighty-seven years.

--Seattle Post-Intelligencer
August 23, 1883
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