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Each year the Eells Northwest Collection and
Northwest Archives has been blessed with gifts
from a wide variety of contributors. Each
contribution, however large or small, has added
strength to our growing collection. of Northwest
Americana. Financial aid, books, periodicals,
pamphlets, maps, and photographs are examples
of the support we receive. As our friends help
us develop these various areas, the research
capabilities of the collection grow stronger.
This common interest joins us together in
building a valuable research facility.

The Northwest Collection is divided into three
major areas: First is the Northwest Library.
Here we are developing a good cross section of
materials written on Pacific Northwest subjects
(history, botany, geology, archaeology, economics,
etc.). Our growth depends upon donations, budget
allotments, and a small endownment fund. The

1982 Donors
Following is a list of people who have supported
the Eells Northwest Collection and Northwest
Archives during 1982:

second area is the Whitman College files. We are
the depository for Whitman College and student
publications, business records, photographs,
Faculty and Alumni files, etc. The third area
consists of the Northwest Archives. This is a
much more specialized collection, and one that
cannot be replaced. Photographs, family papers,
business records, letters, newspapers, and maps
are examples of materials we receive and preserve
for research purposes. This collection is growing
and becoming recognized as a valuable research
facility. The most rewarding aspect of this
collection is that it has been and is being
strengthened through the support of alumni and
friends. This is certainly an accomplishment in
which we can all take pride.

Lawrence L. Dodd
Curator of Manuscripts

& Special Collections

Anderson, Mrs. Fay
Armin, Sadie Collins
Belknap, George N.
Bennett, Robert A.
Bernhard, John E.
Blanchard, Jess E.
Bosworth, Velma
Braida, Gil
Brode, Mrs. J. Stanley
Buchanan, Bruce A.
r.hurch, Elizabeth S.
Covey, Mr. & Mrs. Clark
Davison, Elaine Frank
DeBunce, Boyd W.
Drury, Clifford M.
Dunphy, Winifred
Edwards, G. Thomas
Elsey, Mrs. Catherine
Ferguson, Baker
Flathers, Ben
Fluno, Robert

Materials received include:

Freeman, Robert A.
Garner, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth
Hanson, Franklin B.
Haugerud, Carl
Hayes, Donald R.
Hickey, Jeanette
Hodgson, Mr. & Mrs. Lester
Irwin, Mrs. A. H.
Johnson, Lorna
Laidlaw, Elvira
Lane, Roger
Lawrence, Mr. & Mrs. W. C.
League of Women Voters of

Walla Walla County
Lee, Marshall
Locati, Joe
McCaffrey, Frank & Monica
MacDannald, Darold
McVay, Al
Mahan, Mr. & Mrs. Loyd
Mayberry, Geneviere

Melson, Lewis B.
Myers, Iris
Nimeh, Frances Drake
O'Neill, Haylett
Orchard, Vance
Perier, Richard L.
Piper, Louise
Platz, Mr. & Mrs. Harry
Potter, Helen
Remboldt, Albert R.
Reynolds, Charlotte
Reynolds, Ruth
Rich, Theodore W.
Ritter, Daniel A.
Ritz, Richard R.
Rivera, Tony
Robinson, Mrs. Lee
Schmidt,

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore
Sherwood, Donald
Siebe, Mrs. Lois

Skelton, E. L.
Strickland, Margaret T.
Struthers, Mrs. Harry
Tomlinson, Mr. & Mrs. R.
Upson, U. L.
Vance, Stephen J.
Virgin, Robert
Vollendorf, Bill .•. _-
Wade, Mrs. ~ames M.
Walla Walla County

Extension Office
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Walla Walla Valley

Genealogical Society
Walla Walla Valley

Medical Society
Werlein, Nancy Jane
Williams, Marsha J.
Woodbridge, Ross
Wright, Mr. & Mrs. B. C.

Archival support; Assistance in locating materials
& photographs; Books (Dogwood Press, local & North
west); Business ledgers & journals; Catalogues;
Civil War letters; Correctional Institution
materials (including WSP); Correspondence; Films;
Historical materials on the Nez Perce Indians,
Whitman Mission, & the Spaldings; League of Women
Voters materials (Walla Walla); Manuscripts; Maps;
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Materials on Trails West; Monetary donations;
Newspaper clippings; Pamphlets; Periodicals;
Photographs'; Film and glass negatives; Prints;
Postcards; Scrapbooks; Supplements for Genealogical
Archives; Wall~ ~alla Newspapers; Walla Walla
Valley Medical Society Records; Whitman College
materials.



I am saddened to report that Dr. Robert L.
Whitner, one of 'Whitman College's most avid
supporters of the Eells Northwest and Northwest
Archives collections, died on Nov. 27, 1982.

Dr. Whitner joined the Whitman College faculty
in 1951 as an Instructor in History and English.
His 31 year career at Whitman placed him in both
academic and administrative positions, both of
which he fulfilled with the highest of standards.
Highly respected in his field, his career is a
monument of academic professionalism - a career
of kindness, dedication, enthusiasm, and a
stately quality of personal and professional

life seldom achieved in anyone life time.

Dr. Whitner's special interest in the Northwest
collections stems from being appointed, in 1953,
to Curator of the Museum of History and Art, a
position he held until the early 1970's. In
1976 he became chairman of the Northwest Archives
Committee, a responsibility he held until his
passing.

I will not attempt to list all his responsibilities
and accomplishments, but will note that I will find
it very difficult not to have his support, his
counsel, and his friendship. He already is missed!

"
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Traveling to WaDa WaDa in 1862: an account by Myron Eells
This is our fifth year with this newsletter
and we have yet to introduce you to our patron
saint, the Rev. Myron Eells (1843-1907). The
Rev. Eells has been given this title because he
was the first donor towards the establishment
of a library at Whitman College, and his
personal collection established the Eells North
west Library.

In 1882, when the Whitman College Board of Trustees
changed Whitman Seminary into a four year liberal
arts college 'the Rev. Myron Eells, knowing the need
for a college library, provided $25.00, 10 bound
volumes, and 15 pamphlets to spearhead the
establishment of an academic library.

In 1907, shortly after his death, Mrs. Eells
transferred to Whitman College her husband's
Northwest Americana Library, along with his
manuscript and artifact collections. The books
are the foundation for the Eells Northwest Library,
the manuscripts started the Northwest Archives,
and the artifacts became part of a museum collection,
all located on the campus of Whitman College.

BRIEF OF A TRIP FROM FOREST GROVE, OREGON,
TO WALLA WALLA, IN 1862.
Filled out from notes made at the time.
Myron Eells.

Monday, June 30, 1862. My father having
determined to move his family from Forest
Grove to the Whitman Mission in the Walla
Walla Valley, returned a week or two ago from
Walla Walla, where he had gone in the Spring,
and we have spent 'the time from then until
now packing and getting ready. This morning
we started and at night arrived at Portland.
Tuesday was spent in making purchases. Wed
nesday was left on the steamer Julia for the
Dalles. The water had been very high, so as
to hinder transportation and there was very
much freight piled up, which by rights perhaps,
should have been taken ahead of ours, for it
was the season of the Salmon river mines in
Idaho, and the rich diggings at Florence. The
winter before had been one of the most
severe ever known, both as to cold and the length
of time the snow was on the gound, and also the
length of time the Willamette and Columbia
rivers were f~ozen up. Hence when the river
opened, there was a great rush both of miners
and freight, for the miners who reached the
mines first believed that they would have
the best chance to secure the richest claims,
and the merchants, who should get their goods
in first, felt that they would get the highest
prices for them. The rush was not fully over
when the regular June rise of the Columbia
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In 1960, to help support and improve the Eells
Northwest Collection, Walter Crosby Eells, son of
the Rev. Myron Eells, established an endownment
to assist in the growth of the collection.

In 1957, when Penrose Memorial Library was
constructed, a vault was built to house the
growing Northwest manuscript and rare material
collections, and a room was set aside for the
Eells Northwest Library.

In 1974, ~hen the Stuart Wing to Penrose Memorial
Library was completed, a much larger vault was
constructed, an archival storage room was added,
and a new area for the Eells Northwe~t Library was
built, creating an improved and expanded facility
for the Northwest materials.

For the past three years we have shared some tid-bit
from the archival COllection. This year we will
share an item written by the Rev. Myron Eells about
moving from Forest Grove, Oregon, to the Walla Walla
Valley in the 1860's.

came, and as there had been an immense amount
of snow during the winter, the Columbia was
unusually high so that for a time it stopped
the transportation of goods. One of the worst .~_._

difficulties was at the Cascades where the road
and railroad track was badly damaged. But the
steamboat company allowed us to take our freight
ahead of the regular freight, for they treated
us as emigrants and they had a rule which said
that emigrants and their freight should have
preference over the freight of merchants.

Wednesday we got to the Lower Cascades.
Thursday we spent all day in making the portage
to the Upper Cascades. The railroad track had
been so far repai'red, I, that the cars,: with
freigh~ on them could be hauled over it with
horses and mules. Five miles was all that we
progressed that day. Friday, July 4th, I spent
on the steamer Hassaloe, between the Cascades
and the Dalles. That I think was the first
trip I ever made on a steamer, through I was
then eighteen years old. Once before, probably
about four years, when in Portland, my father
had taken me on board a steamer as it was tied
to the wharf, simply to see it, but I had
never rode on one until that week. Saturday
and Sunday we remained at the Dalles, getting
ready for the trip overland. My brother and
I stayed most of the time with the horses,
which my brother and father had brought from
Walla Walla to that place to meet us. We had
six horses, four for one wagon and two for



another. We kept the horses most of the
time a few miles back from The Dalles where
the grass was good. I had a good long visit
with my brother, whom I had not seen for more
than a year; since March 1861. He and my father
had spent the previous two -sU!iUiiers on the
Whitman mission .. The winter of 1860-1, they
had both returned to Forest Grove and spent with
my mother and myself, but in the fall of 1861
my father returned alone, leaving my brother
to take care of the place. A man named Calvin
H. Adams, wife and five children were also
there, and a single man named Solomon Sackrider,
all of them old acquaintances of the Willamette
valley. They had a house built of cotton-wood
logs, 14 feet square, so low that with difficulty
a man could stand upright in it, with a roof of
dirt. There was also a shed on one side with
rails for siding, and this was the home of nine
persons during that severe winter, the most
severe, I think, since Walla Walla has been
settled. My brother and Mr. Sackrider slept in
a large freight-wagon, and for .seventy-two
nights never took off their cloths for sleeping.
They had all the bedclothes, blankets, and quilts
they could turn over, under, with a wagon sheet
over all. This they put over their heads,
moistened it a little with their breath, until
they could bend it so that the air could reach
them from the outside, and thus they slept.

At the Dalles we were once more all together.
It was Monday noon when we left the Dalles, and
that night we camped near Ten-mile creek. Tuesday
we went five miles, crossed the Des Chutes, and
camped ten miles further, at Mud Springs. On
Wednesday we passed Spanish hollow Springs,
five miles, and camped at John Days River,
fifteen miles further. On Thursday we nooned
at Cedar Springs, five miles, and made a dry
camp that night. On Friday we nooned at Willow
Creek, 20 miles and camped near Well's Springs,
twelve miles. On Saturday we nooned on Butter
Creek, eighteen miles, and camped on the Lower
Umatilla, ten miles. Here we remained over the
Sabbath. On Monday we went to the Upper
Umatilla, twenty miles, and camped. On Tuesday
we travelled eighteen miles to Wild Horse Creek,
four to Pine Creek, and three to Dry Creek,
where we camped. On Wednesday, July sixteenth,
we went three miles until we came to the Walla
Walla River, and then down it eight miles to
the Whitman Mission. During the absence of my
father from that place, owing to the scarcity of
flour, because of the high water, it had sold for
fifty dollars a barrel, and Mr. Adams had sold
a little father had at that price. During that
trip from the Dalles we met, as we estimated,
about 350 or 400 returning miners, many of them
afoot and flat broke.

The next six years I spent at that place,
more or less, making that my home. In the fall
of 1863 I went back to Forest Grove to study,
going down on the river. By that time, if I
remember right, the railroad track was built
from Celilo to the. Dalles and I then took my first
ride on the cars. In May 1864 I returned home,
coming by water to the Dalles, and by land to
Walla Walla, bringing with me two horses. E. S.
Tanner and P. S. Bates of Forest Grove, were my
companions, the former with a wagon, the latter
horseback, like myself. That was the last trip
of the kind I ever made. In the fall of 1864 I
again went back to college, returning home the
next May, and the same was true in the fall of
1865 and May 1866 when I graduated at Pacific
University. After that I remained at the Whitman
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mission until 1868, managing the farm and
selling wood after which I went east to study
for the ministry and did not return until 1871.
The fare in those years was twelve dollars from
Wallula to the Dalles, and six dollars from the
Dalles to Portland.

If I remember right some of our neighbors
between 1862 and 1868 were A. A. Blanchard,
next above us on the Walla Walla river, and
next above him his father-in-law J. B. McElhaney.
A brother-in-law of his lived at the mouth of
Garrison creek for a time Mr. OWens. Andrew
Kees and William Courtney afterwards lived
there. William Redford lived above us on Mill
creek, H. M. Hodges on a small creek a mile and
a half from the mission on the way to Walla
Walla, and W. W. Markham on the· Blalock place.
Louis Tellier lived below the mouth of Mill
creek on the Walla Walla river also Remeau,
and other Frenchmen which gave it the name of
Frenchtown. Mr. Berry lived on the south side
of the Walla Walla river, but soon after obtain
ing the place he was killed accidentally, and
his wife, and her sons of whom Louis and George
were the oldest carried on the place. Samuel
Waterman and family lived above them, also Mr.
Hastings, M. Boly, Isaac Rayborn, J. D. Gibson,
William McBean, who had charge of old Fort
Walla Walla at the time of the Whitman massacre
lived about three miles up the Walla Walla.

In the summer of 1865 a Sabbath school was
organized at our house and sustained during that
season and part of the next summer, though
suspended in the winter. It was called the
Whitman Sabbath School.

I took the following items from an old
memorandum book.
Walla Walla mail arrangements. Jan., 1863

The mail arrives

From Vancouver, every Wednesday at 6 P. M.
From the Dalles every second Saturday at 3 P. M.
From Lewiston, Colville, Hell Gate and Auburn,

four different routes, every Saturday at 5 P. M.

The mail leaves
."'._~_.

From Vancouver every Wednesday at 12 N.
From the Dalles every second Monday at 7 A. M.
From Lewiston, Colville, Hell Gate and Auburn,

four different routes, every Monday at 7 A. M.

After July 1, 1863, the route schedule to the
Dalles was changed so that it left Walla Walla
and The Dalles every Monday, Wednesday and Friday,
arriving on the fifth day.

The Following Is From An Old Memorandum Book.
Exercises on Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 1862.

About three o'clock P.M. the school children
had a picnic at Mrs. Flynn's school room, about
sixty present. About early candle light two or
three hundred persons assembled at the Methodist
church. There was singing by the choir, children,
etc. Mrs. B. N. Sexton played the melodeon.
Prayer by Rev. John Flynn. Remarks by D. J.
Boswell and Mr. Flynn. Gifts from two Christmas
trees were dispensed by the ladies, also refresh
ments. All was interspersed with singing. Edwin
Eells playing the melodeon a part of the time. A
joyous time. Mr. Flynn was pastor of the Methodist
church at that time and Mrs. Flynn kept a day
school -
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