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Each year the Northwest Library and Archives have
been blessed with gifts from a wide variety of contributors.
Each contribwtion, however large or small, has added strength
to our growing collection of Northwest Americana. financial
aid, books, periodicals, pamphlets, m~ps, and photographs
are examples of the materials we receive. As our friends
help us develop these various areas, the research capabilities
of the collection grows stronger. This common interest
joins us together in building a valuable research facility.

8eca~se July 1st, 1979, marked my first 10 years as
Cwrator of Man~scripts and Special Collections at Penrose
Memorial Library, I will celebrate this decade by sharing
with you an nistorical review of the Eells Northwest
Collection and Archives.

During the winter of 1968-1969, while employed as a
pzrt-time Park Aanger at Whitman Mission National Historic
Site, I began to do research on tne historical background
of my great grandfather at Penrose Memorial Library. In
the late sprin~ of 1979 Mrs. Jeanne Gulick, who was in
charge of the fi-rst floor collections (whicm included the
~ells Northwest Co~lection and Archives), decided to retire.
Her planned retirement and my hope to find an attractive
full-time' position coincided. This began my association
with Whitman College.

The first year was devoted to learning the operation,
formulating new ideas and improving some of the physical
facilities.
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In an attempt to inform people about the purpose of
the Eells Northwest Collection and Archives, a series of
specialized programs were developed to meet various needs
These programs were presented to a wide variety of social·
fraternal, and service groups. One such presentation was'
developed i~ 1976 for the local celebration of the U. S.
Bicentennial. Using materials from the Northwest Library
and Archives, we developed a slide program on the early
history of ~alla Walla.

In the spring of 1970 we began purchasing high quality
conservation materials (acid free) for the preservation of
documents, prints, photographs, maps, and other valuable
and historic materials. Our first order was so small and
our needs so great that the supplies disappeared almost.
before they arrived. Since then we have attempted to keep
pace with the new acquisitions while converting earlier
collections from highly acid storage containers to the
acid free archival units. This change has dramatically
improved the protection of the materials, made it easier
to organize the collections, and has made them more
convenient to use.

In 1971 we began a concentrated effort to expand the
Northwest Periodicals collection. A comprehensive program
was started by conducting a complete inventory, improving
the record keeping system, expanding the collection, and
cond~cting a long term program of acquiring back isswes.
Today the collection, some 500 separate titles, reflects
the interest and co-operation shown by many people,
business firms, and corporations.

A two year moving project started in March 1972.
Additional space was essential for the library, and the
college constructed a wing to the existing library, while
renovating the older building. This facility was a gift
of Mr. and Mrs. Elbridge Hadley Stuart and the Stuart
Family Foundation. Planning, meetings, moving, re-planning,
working with the contractors - all these tasks and more,
required most of our time for nearly twa years.

Planning for
was challenging.
Library, Archival
unit. Many hours

the new Northwest and Archival areas
~e were able to design the Northwest
area and office into a combined, workable
of pre~aration went into the final product.



In the Northwest area the archives and vault were the
largest physical improvements made. To meet future needs
we designed two security rooms, one known as the archival
area and the other as the vault. 80th rooms have three
hour fire walls, are structurally self-supporting, have
smoke and fire detectors, heating-cooling system, constant
humidity control, special locking mechanism, steel shelving,
and are at least 2! times larger than the first floor vault
which previously held materials requiring special protection.

In July of 1973 the contractor had not finished the
Eells Northwest library area (3rd floor), but wanted us to
move the Northwest collection from the first floor. This
was a problem, for we had to move and did not have any area
large enough to move to. The solution was for the contractor
to finish the archival-vault rooms, and when they were completed
we moved the Northwest collection into that space.

It was a day to rejoice when the Northwest library area
was ready for occupancy. rinally the library was in its
new home, after being completely moved three different times.
The new brown s~elving with wood end panels, the oak
furniture with yellow cushions, the brown carpeting, the
oak study carrels and tables welcomed the user.

Early in August we moved the vault materials from
first floor to the new areas, and by the end of October
my office was ready for occupancy.

On January 29th, 1974, the final touches were added:
A framed photograph of the Rev. Myron Eells and the 'Eells
Northwest' plaque were mounted. An old school clock,
purchased by Whitman College in 1906, was mounted outside
my office door, and it still keeps time in that location.

Even though the planning and construction consumed
most of our time, we did try to ~ush ahead and accomplish
new and interesting projects. One accomplishment was the
preservation of the John W. Langdon (1871-1930)'collection
of glass and film negatives. Mr. Langdo~ was a Walla Walla
resident, ~ friend of Whitman College, and a fine photo
grapher. This collection was received in very poor condition,
and we needed to take immediate steps for its preservation.
Through the financial support of the Tally Ho Club and the
Whitman Guild, both of Walla Walla, we were able to make
prints of 425 negatives.



In November of 1972 we received a Mellon Foundation
Grant to start a project of photographing various
communities in Walla Walla County. We work at this project
every year and hope to keep it going in the future.

In 1975 we co-operated with the Washington State
Library in gathering a complete file of the Walla Walla
Daily Union - Walla Walla Union-Bulletin newspaper (1882
1950) for the purpose of microfilming it. We were able
to loan over 2,000 single issues towards the accomplishment
of this project.

In preparation for the development of a college archival
program Dr. Robert Skotheim, President of the College,
organized (1976) an Archival Committee of eight people,
designed to give guidance, support and direction to the
project.

Between September and October, 1976, and January
August, 1977, Mr. Martin Pool, a Whitman College graduate
of 1976, worked rull time sorting the Whitman College
Archival Collection. This assistance gave us the
opportunity to pull together an interesting and valuable
collection of Whitman College materials which previo~sly

had been very difficult to use and never had been collated
completely.

In 1977 the Whitman College President's Associates
awarded the Northwest area a three part gift. First, the
purchase of 125 - 11 x 14 sepia tone 19th Century Indian
photographs. Second, support for the advancement of
archival projects was provided. This allowed us to put
the Whitman College Pioneer (student newspaper) on micro
film - 1896-1977. Third, aid to establish an oral history
program for the preservation of Whitman College history.

For three years we studied the temperature variations
experienced in the archives and vault. Engineering problems
were causing inadequate temperature control for the archival
collections. High or fluctuating temperature is a very .
destructive element to paper materials. To eliminate this
serious problem we installed, in the summer of 1978,
independent heat pumps for the archives and vault.
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The continuous support of Whitman College Alumni, Friends,
Library Staff Members, and the Whitman College Comm~nity,

playa key roll in the development of the Eells Northwest
Library and Northwest Archives.

March 4, 1979 we were saddened by the
death of Miss Dorothy Elliott. She
was a cherished friend and supporter
and her presence is missed.

The following list of donors have given directly to the
Northwest Collections. 2:1979
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Adams, Norman (Walla Walla)
Arnquist, Warren (Playa del Rey, CA)

Barrett, mrs. Parker (Walla Walla)
Beck, Louis W. (Walla Walla)
Bennett, Robert A. (Walla Walla)
Berney, Mrs. Bill (Walla Walla)
Boselly, S. E. (Goleta, G:A)
Bracher, Frederich (Santa Barbara, CA)
Brandt, Bernice (Phoenix, AZ)
Brattain, Mr. & Mrs. Walter (Walla Walla)
Brode, Mrs. J. Stanley (Santa Barbara, CA)
Butkus, Jeanne Bergevin (Lowden, WA)

Cavalli, Gayle (Walla Walla)
Chambe rlain, Maril yn W. (Pasco, WA)
Claud, Barbara (Las Vegas, NV)
Cowan, Natalie J. (Greenbrae, CA)
Crawford, Harold E. (Walla Walla)

Davies, Mr. & Mrs. David (Portland t OR)
Dawson, Janet E. (Lake Stevens, WA)

, Friends of the Lake Stevens Public Library
.DeBunce, Boyd W. (Walla Walla)
Dememt, Kathryn S. (Walla Walla)
Diettrich, Mr. & Mrs. Jacob (Milton-Freewater, OR)
Drake, Harry (Walla Walla)
Dl'ury, Dr. Clifford M. (Pasadena t CA)
Dunphy, Winifred T. (Walla Walla)
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Eagleson, Jim (Walla Walla)
Edgerton, Ralph (Spokane, WA)
Edwards, G. Thomas (Walla Walla)

Ferguson, Baker (Lowden, WA)
Ferris: Joel E. Ferris Fowndation (Spokane, WA)
Forrest, Vi 0 1a C• ( Wa 11a Wa11a )

Garner, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth (Walla Walla)
German, Mrs. Ward (Walla Walla)
Gibbons, Ralph J. (Seattle, WA)
Gilman, William R. (Mesa, AZ)
Graber, Archie M. (Seattle, WA)
Gulick, Mr. & Mrs. Bill (Walla Walla)

Hanson, Pete (Walla Walla)
Hawman, Arthur L. (Walla Walla)
Holt, Wayne (Walla Walla)

Irwin, Mrs. Arthur H. (Spokane, WA)

Jackson, Mrs. Agnes (Simcoe, Ontario, Canada)
Jacky, Martha (Walla Walla)
Jan sen, Ernest R.' (Ho rseheads, NY)
Jesseph, John E. (Indianapolis, IN)
Johnson, Mrs. Hardesty (New York City, NY)
Jahnson, Lorna K. (Touchet, WA)
Jones, Gerwyn A. (Walla Walla)

Kaseberg, Howard (Walla Walla)
KeRnedy, Henrietta Baker (Walla Walla)

League of Women Voters (Walla Walla)
Locati, Joe J. (Walla Walla)
Logan, Mrs. John D. (Walla Walla)

,Maxey, Dr. Chester C. (Walla Walla)
McFeely, JoMn M. (Spokane, WA)
McFeely, Miss Yvonne (Sherman Oaks, CA)
McVay, Al (Walla Walla) ,
Miller, Dr. A. C. (Days Creek, OR)
Miller, Irma S. (Walla Walla)
Mitchell, Frank G.(Walla Walla)
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Moore, Charles R. (Walla Walla)
Mudd, David (Tauchet, WA)

Naske, Claus M. (fairbanks, AK)
Neher, Mrs. George (Walla Walla)

Olson, Mr. &: IYlrs. Jan D. (Walla Walla)
Orchard, Vance (Walla Walla)

Perier, Richard !vancouver, WA)
Perry, Louis B. Portland, OR)
Perry, Marie A. Walla Walla)
Peterson, John (Spokane, WA)
Platz, Mrs. H. W. (Seattle, WA)
Prentiss, Warren V. (Rancho Palos Verdes, CA)

Reed, Pete (Pepper Pike, OH)
Rennewanz, Mrs. Muriel Burdick (Dayton, lAIA)
Reynolds, Miss Ruth (Walla Walla)
Rice, Tom (Walla Walla)
Robinson, Mrs. Lee (Walla Walla)

Shepherd, James (Walla Walla)
Sherwood, Don (Walla Walla)
Soil Conservation Service (Walla Walla)
Sparks, Marilyn (Walla Walla)
Steele-Reese foundation (New York, NY)

Robert T. H. Davidson
Stevens, Dr. Ralph (Walla Walla)
Stickles, Mrs. lYlilton J. (Chevy. Chase, MD)
Strickland, Mr. &: Mrs. George (Walla Walla)

Thompson, Erwin~. (Golden~ CO)
Thompson, Ken (Walla Walla)
Thompson, S. Eugene (Walla Walla)
Tomlinson, Mr. &: Mrs. Raymond (Spokane, WA)
Torrey, Richard (Walla Walla)
Turner, Nancy (Walla Walla)

Virgin, Robert G. (Chelan, WA)



Walla Walla County Extension Office
Walla Walla Valley Genealogical Society
Walla Walla Valley Pioneer & Historical Society
Watson, Mrs. John D. (Steilacoom~ \AlA)
West, Mrs. Sadie K. (Walla Walla)
Wh i t e, Mrs. O. A• ( Wa 11 a Wa 11a )
Whitner, Robert L. (Walla Walla)
Wiley, Mrs. Marvin (Red Deer, Alberta, Canada)
Woodbridge~ Ross (Rochester, NY)

Materials received include:

Abstracts; Archival support; Articles on Northwest subjects;
Assistance in locating materials; Assistance in photograph
projects; Books; Business Records; Diaries; Directional signs
for the Eells Northwest Library; Dissertations; Family
materials; Fort Walla Walla materials; Genealogical materials;
Letters; Lewis & Crark materials; Newspapers and clippings;
Assistance in developing Northwest Informational Flyer;
Northwest Missionary materials (ABCFM); Oral History projects;
Painting; Pamphlets; Pearson Academy materials; Periodicals;
Photograph identification; Photographs (family, Walla Walla,
Northwest); Posters; Sager Family materials; Scrapbooks;
Support of the book collection; Survey Field Note Books;
Volunteer assistance; Walla Walla City & County documents;
Walla Walla City & County Newspapers; Marcus & Narcissa
Whitman materials; Whitman College materials; -

*A special note of Thanks to Robert Bennett
(Pioneer Press) for printing the 1978 &
1979 Newsletter and Donor List, allowing
us the opportunity to share our activities
with you.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORTl

Be sure te visit us when you are on campus.

b~l!/%e~"~
Lawrence L. Dodd



At the same time we replaced the library shelving
with shelving designed to hold over-size materials,
archival storage boxes and containers. The new shelving
is 9' high with shelves 18 11 deep, which increased storage
capacity, improved utilization of space, and provided
adequate shelving to hold materials safely.

In 1979 we have seen tha beginning of several new
projects: Our photograph collection has beeR expanding
at an amazing rate. for instance, in 1978 we acquired a
single collection of 9,727 negatives. With increasing
demands for use of the collection we realized tRat a
preservation program must be undertaken. Our goal was to
eliminate the constant use of the original photograph by
developing a working unit. We decided on the 35mm format,
giving us a black-white transparency and negative from a
print, and a black-white transparency from a negative. We
are now involved with this project and are very pleased
with the results.

Working with members of the archival committee, we
developed an informational flyer describing the Northwest
area. The flyer was printed during the summer of 1979,
has been of considerable use already, and is available
upon request.

We are collecting Walla Walla City an~ County
newspapers with the intention of having them microfilmed.
This is a long term project, both in finding copies of the
newspapers and acquiring sufficient funding. We already
have funding to have two shart run papers filmed.

A 15 minute slide-tape program was developed informing
viewers about the Eells Northwest Collection and Archives.

During the past 10 years we have seen the addition of
numerous collections to the Northwest Library and Archives.
Examples of some of the materials received are: files from
the office of a lawyer; photograph albums kept by students
at Whitman College; business records from a Walla Walla
based well drilling company; family diaries; photographs
and negatives of Walla Walla people, buildings and events;
copies of local (city-county) newspapers; receipt records
from various business houses; local photograph and/or
negative collections; newspaper clippings (in albums or
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loose); pamphlets, atlases and books on local, regional,
and Northwest subjects; maps (both of historical and
current value); aerial photographs of Walla Walla County;
city directories and 35mm slides. This list could go on
and on, but the fact remains that we (meaning all of us)
are developing an historically valuable research collection
of local, regional, and Northwest primary and secondary
sources.

This review has rekindled many memories of our growth,
the numerous friends who have supported the collections,
the students and researchers who have used the facility,
the student assistants who have helped me, the friends who
have given of their time to make the collection more useful,
and the library staff whose interest, support and assistance
has helped improve the resources.

Along with the marvelous support of many, many
individuals, we have been extremely fortunate to have
groups and foundations support special projects which
are beyond the scope of the library bUdget and which
has contributed to the preservation of collections from
individuals. The Whitman Guild (1970); the mellon fund
(1972); Tally Ho Club (1972, 1973, and 1975: President's
Associates (1977); Stonecipher fund (1978); Steele-Reese
foundation (1979) and the Joel E. ferris foundation (1979),
all have undertaken specialized projects which have and
are improving the collectians.

We have shared with you a brief review of the past
10 years. We can only hope that the next 10 years will
be as challenging, rewarding, and enjoyable.

One final note: the most cherished aspect af my
years at WhitmaR College has been the numerous friends I
have made and the continued support shown by Alumni and
friends.

THANK YOU

JAwtzena L.'::!:>:dd
Lawrence L. Dodd



THE NEW EELLS NORTHWEST AS IT APPEARED
DURING TWO STAGES or CONSTRUCTION.
BOTH VIEWS TAKEN rRom THE SAME LOCATION,
LOOKING NORTH.
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View looking
South
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EELLS NORTHWEST LIBRARY AND VAULT

View looking North

East Wall of Vault


