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Answers to FAQ’s for Debate Students/ What to Expect / What to Bring 
 

Updated June 2014 

 
Welcome to Debate Camp!  It’s also commonly referred to as “Debate Institute,” “Debate Workshop,” or simply “The 

WNDI.”  Keep an open mind and work hard and you will learn a lot, meet some great people, and have lots of fun.  This 

is an experience you will value and remember for a long time—many students who attend the WNDI or a similar 

workshop say it was the most significant training they ever received in terms of argumentation and research.  We hope 

you will say the same thing after this summer.   

 

What are the goals of the camp? 
 

We hope you will learn a lot and have fun, all while getting used to a college atmosphere for your future endeavors.  In 

terms of the instruction and the improvement that will occur here, we do not think you could find a debate workshop 

more oriented toward helping students to become better speakers, more effective advocates of real-world policy, and 

the type of researcher who can apply critical thinking to a complex problem.  In short, whether you come to learn policy, 

Lincoln-Douglas, Public Forum, or Extemporaneous Speaking, the faculty will have an emphasis and communication skills 

and effective forms of expression.  The days will be well-balanced between work on general skills, focus on particular 

topics, guided research in small groups led by an experienced faculty member, and rigorous practice debates.  Yes, we 

will teach debate theory at times, but primarily to be familiar with the vocabulary and not to use it as a means to 

become esoteric or highly technical with no regard for basic principles of communication.  Our research stresses direct 

clash and engagement with the issues at hand and our arguments stem from the resolutions themselves, not wild 

generic arguments that encourage trickery over refutation.  Ultimately, because of the small lab size, you will improve 

on the areas of your debate arsenal that need strengthening. 

 

What will the class schedules be like? 

 
Generally, you will be divided into small groups, large groups, research sessions, practice debates, and theory 

discussions.  The most important group will be your lab.  The lab will consist of 8 to 10 students and at least two lab 

leaders (faculty).  Your lab time will be organized differently depending on the preferences of your lab leaders and the 

experience level of your group, but you can be certain that lab time will involve strategy, research, practice debates, 

discussion, and skills work.  In addition to lab time, you will hear some large lectures about topic areas and general 

technique and you will attend smaller classes (called electives) where you decide what course to attend depending on 

your interests.  You will also have a chance to engage in a number of practice debates.  We will have a detailed schedule 

for you upon arrival. 

 

Will we leave campus? 

 
There are a few excursions planned, but they are all voluntary and based on your permission.  As of now, we plan to 

have some group events at one of the many nearby parks all within walking distance of campus. 
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Should I bring extra finances? 

 
There may be a need for late night food, extra copies in the library, and incidental expenses (extra supplies, etc.).  

Students will have some time to walk along Main Street (with supervision) and there are some nice shops and a few 

coffee places along the way.  There is also a grocery store a block from campus.  We really do not think students will 

need much additional spending money, but it does not hurt to have some.   

 

Do I need a laptop computer? 
 

Policy debaters will need a computer—it is part of the activity to assemble and access information stored electronically 

and such computer literacy is a part of policy debate.  Ideally, you have a computer that can run a word processing 

program like Microsoft Word and maybe Excel as well.  Contact us in advance if you do not have a computer you can 

bring to use during the camp and you are a policy debater.  For LD/PF/Extemp, a laptop is quite helpful and encouraged, 

but not a requirement.  We will have computer stations set up for the institute and all students will receive instructions 

on using the Ethernet, the wireless, and getting on-line while at the camp.  Do not worry, we have experience running 

debate camp without computers at all and you will learn a great deal with or without a computer—we just want you to 

have all the information.  Also, please make sure you have the latest Windows/Mac/Linux, Anti-virus, and Anti-Spyware 

updates installed on your computer (our server won’t allow you to connect without those). 

 

How hard is it to get on-line? 
 

Not hard—we will have a password and log-in credentials available for you at check-in.  As mentioned above, please 

make sure you have the latest Windows/Mac/Linux, Anti-virus, and Anti-Spyware updates installed on your computer 

(our server won’t allow you to connect without those). 

 

Where will we live? 

 
In the Whitman College dorms.  There will be supervision at all times and the campus is very safe.  We can say with 

certainty that Walla Walla and Whitman College offer one of the best environments possible for a summer debate 

institute.  The town is cozy, quiet, and safe and the College is majestic, beautiful, and inspiring.  The WNDI is a safe and 

secure environment for the students, with dormitories located immediately adjacent to classrooms and the library.  We 

will have multiple Resident Assistants and a separate Dorm Director in the dormitory as well as the usual College staff.  

Our faculty and staff are selected for their responsibility and personal concern for the well-being of the students in the 

program and are all must pass a criminal background check.  The buildings are locked and secure at appropriate hours 

and all the students will be given a series of emergency phone numbers that can be called at any point—we will provide 

you with those numbers as well. 

 

Do we have roommates? 

 
Yes, you will have a roommate and some of the rooms are three-person suites. You can make a roommate request and 

we will try to honor those preferences. 

 

Can I bring my mobile phone and laptop? 
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Yes.  We specify this above.  A computer will be very helpful as much of debate now involves electronic research, data 

storage on-line, and overall computer literacy.  You will still be able to benefit greatly from the camp if you do not have a 

laptop—it is not required—but we suggest that you bring one (some high schools may even have a laptop loaner 

program for debate purposes) if at all possible. 

 

Can I send mail and receive mail? 
 

Yes, there is a US Post Office on campus for sending mail.  For receiving mail, here’s the address: 

 

WNDI Debate:  (Your name) 

c/o Dr. Kevin Kuswa 

345 Boyer Ave. 

Whitman College 

Walla Walla, WA 99362 

 

What kind of clothes will I need? 
 

Summer, casual.  We do not plan any events that would require formal or semi-formal clothes.  It does get hot in the 

summer in Walla Walla so shorts and T-shirts are probably your best bet—maybe a light jacket for an evening or two 

that might get a bit chilly. 

 

Supplies I will need?  What should I bring? 
 

These are merely suggestions or “things to consider bringing” and we can answer any specific questions you might have.  

In addition, this depends a bit on whether you are driving or flying…given luggage limitations on flights, etc.   

 

Remember, you are at most gone just three weeks—it is not necessary to bring everything you own or could possibly 

use.  Pack like it is an extended debate tournament and keep in mind that we can always purchase something for you 

that you really need or left at home. 

 

If you are Flying… 
 

Check on baggage limits. Look up your airline specifically but most airlines charge for checked-in bags and have 

additional fees for baggage over 50 pounds. Most airlines do not charge for 1 carry-on item plus a purse, personal item, 

or computer bag.  If you wish to ship items, you can send them to the address above. 

 

Debate Supplies to Consider Bringing 
 

In terms of office supplies you do not have space to bring, we can always pick things up for you at local stores.  The key 

is to bring some paper, a notebook you can write in and keep notes, back up pens, a timer if you have one (you will also 

be receiving a WNDI timer), and either computer/charger/some usb “jump” drives OR a combo-filing folder (expando) or 

set of a dozen manila folders or so.   We will have a supply of “legal sized 8.5 X 14” flow paper for the institute, especially 

for the people flying, so that’s not a priority to pack.  In list form: 
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--flow paper (not a necessity, especially if you are flying) 

--pens 

--notebook 

--computer/charger/jump drives; or, 

--expanding file folder (expando) and some manila folders 

--extension cord/surge protector—they come in handy if you have them, we can help with these as well. 

--an Ethernet cord for your laptop—we know this is bit old school and everyone will have wireless access, but the most 

reliable and strongest connection will into the Ethernet jacks. 

--some highlighters, other optional items. 

 

Note on bringing flow paper, especially for those driving: LD and Public Forum: we suggest 1 ream (500 sheets) of 8.5 x 

14 legal size paper; Policy: we suggest 2 reams (1000 sheets total) of 8.5 x 14 legal size paper); you’ll use these sheets to 

take notes in your lectures and debates. Obviously, if you flow on your laptop, no need for this–though even with 

“paperless” debating, it is difficult to flow and debate at the same time on your laptop so we encourage people to flow 

on paper.  For new debaters, it just means you should be prepared to take detailed notes during a debate on paper so 

that you can respond to the arguments made by your opponent.  Keep in mind—the evidence at the camp is prepared 

on a computer and turned in as an electronic file. 

 

For the Room—suggestions from previous students 

 

*** Many things on this list are not necessary and some apply only to a few people…this is the list of items generated 

by previous campers—no single person had all of this stuff and some is just personal preference. 

  

_____ Bedding: Pillow, blanket, sheets (note: your bed is twin long size), a towel or two, a few hand towels.  We have a 

few sets of linens (pillow, sheets, blanket, towel) we can provide for some of those flying—we just ask that you try to 

launder them before check-out.  Let us know if you will need to take us up on this so we can check supplies. 

 

_____  Alarm clock.  

 

_____ Desk Lamp? The rooms have plenty of light but a 

few students like a desk lamp to augment the lighting in 

the rooms. 

 

_____ Extension cord. Some of the mirrors for hair 

dryers/shavers are a bit far from the electrical outlets; 

desks might be far from outlets depending on how you 

arrange the furniture. Many previous students 

suggested bringing this. 

 

_____ Surge protector. If you like more outlets than two 

(for printers, computers, fans, hair dryers, etc.), then 

bring a surge protector with additional outlets. 

 

_____ Enough clothes for the camp or some plans to do 

laundry along the way.  

 

_____ Towels for showers and hand towels for facial or 

hand cleaning. 

 

_____ Bathrobe for when you walk to the showers. It is 

a short walk but some people like more than just a 

towel. 

 

_____ Flip-flops/sandals recommended for when you 

walk to the showers (the floors can get wet with use). 

 

_____ A small toiletries bag for bringing toiletries to the 

bathroom from your room.  

 

_____ Toothbrush, toothpaste, dental floss. 

 

_____ Shampoo, conditioner, soap.  

 

_____ Q-tips. 

 

_____ Razor, shaving cream 
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_____ Deodorant 

 

_____ Toenail/fingernail clippers 

 

_____ Hair Items: Comb/brush, clips, hair ties, gel, 

mousse, bobbypins, hair dryer, hair curler. 

 

_____ Medications; emergency medications; 

ibuprofen/aspirin, cough drops. Prepare for anything.  

 

Note: Do not put important medicines in your check-in 

bag. Put them in the bag you carry onto the plane—to 

assure you have them if the airline loses your luggage. 

 

_____ Chap stick, Lotion, Sunscreen. Walla Walla is hot 

and dry. If you come from a humid climate, you’ll need 

to adjust. A little tube of Vaseline is a good idea if you 

are prone to nose-bleeds. 

 

_____ Hygiene products, Bandaids/Minor First aid 

items. 

 

_____ Eyeglasses, sunglasses (it is sunny and somewhat 

bright at camp), extra contact lens, contact solution. 

_____ A large plastic bag or two for your laundry. You 

will be able to do laundry (Doing laundry, including the 

detergent and fabric softener, may be free). A bag will 

help you carry your laundry there or at least keep it out 

of the way in your room. 

 

_____ Comfortable shoes for walking. The campus is 

centrally located but you’ll appreciate this suggestion. 

 

_____ A backpack (preferred), book bag, or brief case 

will be helpful to carry materials to and from 

classrooms, library, and the residence hall.  

 

Smaller Items, More Things to 

Consider Bringing 
 

_____ Picture ID. Required for plane or bus travel but 

we recommend bringing picture ID with you even if you 

are driven to the camp. 

 

_____ A cash card or money for late night snacks, 

handbooks, additional items.  If you need to bring cash, 

we recommend about $40 per week you are at the 

camp; maybe more if you want snacks every evening or 

if you want to buy sweatshirts and other items at our 

bookstore. 

 

Note:  Meals will be provided in our campus dining hall 

and are part of the tuition of the workshop.  For other 

food that students want to purchase, there are vending 

machines in each of the buildings we use and there is a 

Safeway grocery store within walking distance (about 

two blocks) from campus.  We can certainly walk 

students to the Safeway when needed. 

 

_____ $1 bills. If you like vending machines, you’ll 

appreciate having these. 

 

_____ Gum? Mints? Snacks? You’ll have access to a 

grocery store and a mini-mart but may want to bring 

something along.  If you are driving, feel free to bring 

snacks/drinks/etc.  There are not refrigerators in the 

rooms, but there are common fridges in the lounges we 

should have access to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


