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Dear Strawberry Sweetness Scrambler, 

 

Congratulations on your acceptance into Whitman College! One of the great things about being 

an incoming student is the Scramble trip for which you’ve signed up... and also the Walla Walla 

sweet onions that Whitman sends you! First, some logistics and details about our Scramble.  

 

You have signed up to spend four days hiking in the spectacular Strawberry Mountain 

Wilderness (one night will be spent on Whitman’s campus before we take off). We will meet at 

the Reid Campus Center at 1:00 p.m. on August 14th for introductions and a gear check. At that 

time you will also be able to put any luggage you don’t need for the Scramble into storage. We 

will return to campus on August 19th before noon. If you need somewhere to stay the night 

before or after, give us a call and we can certainly find some soft floor space for you. 

 

The morning of the 15th we will drive to the Little Strawberry Lake Trailhead, an entry point 

that gives access to spectacular hiking terrain. In the days following we will hike a loop over 

breathtaking ridges and past pristine lakes with the greatest of company. We could even drop 

packs for an adventurous peak ascent! The most important part of this trip is having fun and 

getting to know other Whitman students before you start your time at Whitman, so don’t worry! 

We are not going to run you into the ground. The most we will hike any given day is 7.5 miles.  

 

Please make sure to pack backpacking gear and clothing for all conditions (NO COTTON!). 

Even though our trip is in August, the weather in the Strawberry Mountain Wilderness can be 

unpredictable and we’ll be at elevation for portions of the trip. These experiences will only serve 

to make our friendships stronger and the memories longer lasting. We will be going over what to 

pack as a group when you arrive on campus so not to worry if you are a little unsure! If you 

would like to rent something from the Whitman College Outdoor Program, that can definitely be 

arranged, but please call or email the OP ahead of time. Also, if you buy new hiking boots, break 

them in before leaving for our Scramble! We will bring supplies to treat blisters, but we’d rather 

not have to use them.  

 

For anything else, don’t hesitate to email Whitney or Ellie at woodww@whitman.edu or 

pattereh@whitman.edu with questions about logistics, gear, college, or anything else you might 

think up. When you are about to embark on a multi-day expedition, far from your home, which 

will end with your first day at college, there truly are no stupid questions. We are happy to 

answer any and all of them! 

 

 

Here’s a little bit about your leaders: 
 

Ellie: Loves to adventure! Some of my favorite adventurous activities include backpacking, sea 

kayaking, surfing and skiing. I also run cross-country at Whitman, which is one of my absolute 

favorite things. I’m a junior biology major from San Francisco, California hoping to someday 

become a pediatrician. I am happiest outdoors and always love a good laugh, so our scramble 

should be a great time! I am so excited to meet all of you and can’t wait for our adventure to 

begin! 
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Carl: Stoke levels are high and rising! I'm a senior Environmental Studies/Politics major from 

Mercer Island, WA who loves anything related to the mountains. I've been hiking and 

backpacking since age two, but I also love climbing, mountaineering, and showing other people 

beautiful places. I run cross-country and just spent this past spring studying in Kenya and 

Tanzania. I'm excited to meet y'all! 

 

Whitney: Hey! I’m a junior BBMB major from Seattle, WA, and Petersburg, AK. When I’m not 

out enjoying the great outdoors by foot or kayak, baking up another batch of cookies, or playing 

ultimate with the Sweets on Ankeny, I can be found goofing off in Reynolds Section of Prentiss 

where I am the RA. I’ll be in Walla Walla this summer researching genes in the Arabidopsis 

plant and (impatiently) waiting to meet you all!  

 

Feel free to email, text or call: 

 

Whitney – woodww@whitman.edu, 206 369 1985 

Ellie – pattereh@whitman.edu, 415 328 5715  

 

 

Finally, we would like to reiterate how thrilled we are to have you on our scramble, and to help 

welcome you to the amazing and life changing experience of Whitman. We’ve all participated in 

a scramble, and we believe that it is truly the best way to enter college: tanned and with great 

friends. 

 

Have a great summer; we’ll see you soon! 

Ellie, Carl, and Whitney 
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