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Hello Epic Elkhorn Escape Scramblers! 

First off, we are so stoked to meet you!  We are your excited, enthusiastic, enthralled, 

entertaining, eclectic Epic Elkhorn Escape leaders!! Two thumbs up for deciding to start your 

time at Whitman off with a Scramble, it’s going to be a great time. Here is a little information 

from each of your leaders, followed by some important details for logistics, packing and such.  

Cora- Hi! I’m Cora Amundson. I am a Biophysics, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology major, 

and I will be a Junior this upcoming year. I am Wilderness First Responder certified, and I am 

from Eugene, Oregon. I have done a lot of backpacking and camping all over the state of 

Oregon! Here in Walla Walla, I tutor local kindergarteners and first graders in math and reading. 

I also lead trips for the Whitman Outdoor Program, and I love hiking, camping, cross-country 

skiing, snowshoeing, sleeping, reading, cooking, eating and watching “Gilmore Girls”. This 

summer, I will be working on a trail crew with Northwest Youth Corps, so I’m stoked for an 

entire summer of camping and living outside! I can’t wait to meet you all and to introduce you to 

the Whitman community!  

Henry - Greetings!  I will be a Sophomore in the fall and have decided on a major in the realm 

of the humanities or social sciences.  I’m also a Spanish student at Whitman and plan to continue 

studying the language throughout my time here.  I’m from Minneapolis, MN, eh?!  We don’t 

actually talk like that.  I enjoy running, ultimate frisbee, reading, backpacking, and a host of 

other physical activities.  Last summer I was on a six week backpacking trip in Alaska! It was 

the last trip in a long line of expeditions I did at Camp Widjiwagan in Ely, MN.  I’m also an avid 

canoer. This summer I’ll be taking two classes, biking, and getting up to my cabin to enjoy some 

saunas and chilly lakes.  We’ve got quite a crew when it comes to trail experience and we’ll be 

more than prepared to have tons of fun on our trip!  On that note, I can’t wait to meet you all!  If 

you have questions over the summer about anything, I mean absolutely anything, there’s no such 

thing as a stupid question, then don’t hesitate to call or text the number listed below! I can’t wait 

to introduce you guys to Whitman with a thrilling backcountry trip! 

MacKenzie- Hey crew, I’m MacKenzie and I will be a Sophomore in the fall. I am currently 

suffering from freshman indecision and so I am undeclared about my major, but I will eventually 

decide on something science related. I am from Boise, Idaho, which is where I have enjoyed 

more than just potatoes. In my free time I go climbing, hiking, biking, camping, running, and 

swimming. Last summer, like Cora, I worked for Northwest Youth Corps as a trail hand. So I 

between us and Henry there is a lot of trail experience if you have any questions. I’m so excited 

to get to know all of you!!! 

Now, for the plan… 

We will be meeting in the Young Ballroom in Reid Campus Center at Whitman on August 21 at 

1 pm. After some introductory information, we will assemble gear and practice the art of packing 

backpacks. This will be the last opportunity to put any remaining gear or possessions into 

storage, which will then be locked until move-in day, the day after we arrive back at Whitman. 

We will spend that first night on campus.  

In the morning we will head to the Elkhorn Mountains in Oregon (about a three hour drive) and 

then set out from the trailhead. Our days will range from 2-6 miles, and we will have lots of time 
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for cooking, reading, lounging, playing and swimming (we will be camping by some beautiful 

mountain lakes). On our third day we will have a layover day to rest, with the option of a peak 

ascent. On August 27 we will head back to Whitman, arrive around 3 pm, and spend a few hours 

unpacking, cleaning gear, and taking some glorious showers before the all-Scramble picnic at 6 

pm on the Reid side lawn (which, as a heads-up, includes a skit/song/dance from each Scramble). 

That night you will be able to check into your dorms, and the next morning the Anderson storage 

will be open so you can move on in.  

Tid-bits… 

Break in your hiking boots: blisters aren’t fun. Put on your boots, tramp around your house, your 

yard, or your town. If possible, go take a hike. We will have foot kits to deal with any hot spots 

that arise, but it’s more fun for all if we are comfy in our shoes.  

Pack layers: Though it should be relatively warm, mountain weather is unpredictable, and the 

nights tend to cool down considerably. A raincoat is a necessity. The gear list is your good 

friend. Bring a swimsuit for those (cold) mountain lakes! Also, before heading out we will have 

an opportunity to visit the storage room one more time, so if you’re unsure about one or two 

items bring them and we can always leave them on campus.  

Safety: Cora and MacKenzie are Wilderness First Responder and CPR certified, and Henry is 

Wilderness First Aid certified. While we don’t anticipate any problems, we are prepared in case 

of any issues or emergencies that arise.  

If you have any questions or concerns, even little things, don’t hesitate to contact MacKenzie at 

cumminmm@whitman.edu or (208) 871-3066 (or text to chat!) or  Henry at 

sanborhw@whitman.edu or (612) 619-3538. Once again, we can’t wait to meet you in August, 

and in the meantime, have an excellent summer!  

See you soon! 

Cora Amundson, Henry Sanborn and MacKenzie Cummings 
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